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Abstract:

In Nice Work, David Lodge brings the university and the industry together.
During a close reading of the novel, it has been noticed that Lodge has used the
elements of the picaresque while bringing these two different worlds together. This
paper, thus, aims at exhibiting the elements of the picaresque used in Nice Work.

The novel is set in the late 1980’s when the Thatcher government was in power,
and England experienced deep social changes. So, the setting provides a suitable
background for the picaresque. Beside the social background, such elements of the
picaresque as the character being an outsider, the element of satire, the realistic
presentation of the social panorama, major characters striving for jobs, the motifs of
insecurity and chance, the ending with unanswered questions have been used.
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Ozet:

David Lodge, Iyi Is (Nice Work) isimli romaninda iiniversite ve endiistriyi bir
araya getirir. Roman dikkatlice okundugunda, yazarin birbirinden tamamen farkli bu iki
diinyayr bir araya getirirken pikaresk roman unsurlarini kullandigi goriiliir. Bu
calismanin amaci, Iyi Is (Nice Work)’ te kullanilan pikaresk unsurlarini ortaya
cikartmaktir.

Roman, Thatcher hiikiimetinin iktidarda oldugu ve Ingiltere’nin koklii sosyal
degisiklikler gecirdigi 1980lerin ikinci yarisinda geger. Bu donem pikaresk roman igin
uygun bir artalan saglar. Bunun yaninda, romanda karakterin disarlikli olmasi
(outsider), hiciv, is bulma miicadelesi veren bas kisiler, gelecek endisesi (insecurity),
sans motiflerinin kullanimi, dénemin sosyal panoramasinin gercekci bir sekilde
verilmesi, romanin yanitsiz sorularla bitmesi gibi pikaresk unsurlar kullanilmistir.
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