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Abstract

The Epic of Zembilfiros is one of the most well-known religion spiritual epic, which revealed the
reality of Kurdish society life and it has a great reflection in the Kurdish history, as a result it has some
different points regarding to its events, there are different manuscripts of Zembilfiros epic wrote by
Kurdish scholars. With the aim of showing the reality and influence of this epic among the Kurdish
history events, this subject is being chosen to explore this historical epic scientifically. The main
objective of this study is to depict the relevant events of this epic and its manuscripts in a scientific
approach in order to show its reality, as many epacts of this epic are remained verbally. Within its
writing this study attempts to answer some relevant questions relating to its events such as who was
Zembilfiros? Where its epic happened? What were the Kurdologist viewpoints on it? Where is its
grave situated? How did the scholars look at this Kurdish epic reflection among the Kurds? There are
how many manuscripts of Zembilfiros epic? What are the oldest manuscripts of Zembilfiros epic?
Also from Results of this article appears that Zembilfiros epic had religious structure and reflected
among Kurdish greatly likewise it became a significance religious aspect in the Kurdish history.

Keywords: Zembilfiros epic, Kurds, grave, manuscripts, Kurdologists.
Highlights
Historical structure showed that the Zembilfiros epic is a mysticism.

In their viewpoints the Kurdologists explored the Zembilfiros epic reflected among the Kurds through
oral folklore.
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There are some manuscripts on the Zembilfiros epic, that of Feqi Teyran reflected among the Kurds
greatly.

There are many viewpoints on the Zembilfiros death, in this study it has been presented he was certainly
died in Batifa.

Oz

Zembilfiros Destani, Kiirt toplum yasaminin gercekligini ortaya koyan en bilinen dinsel manevi
destanlardan biridir ve Kiirt tarihinde biiyiik bir yansimasi vardir. Kiirt bilginleri tarafindan yazilmis
Zembilfiros destaninin farkli el yazmalar1 vardir. Bu konu destan ve Kiirt tarihi olaylar1 arasindaki
gergekligini ve etkisini gOstermeyi amaclayarak, bu tarihi destani bilimsel olarak incelemek icin
secilmistir. Bu calismanin temel amaci, bu destanin ilgili olaylarini ve el yazmalarini bilimsel bir
yaklagimla tasvir ederek gercekligini gdstermektir, ¢iinkii bu destanin birgok tarafi sozlii olarak
kalmigtir. Bu g¢alismada Zembilfiros kimdir? Destan nerede yasandi? Kiirdologlarin bu destan
hakkindaki goriisleri nelerdir? Mezar1 nerededir? Bilginler bu Kiirt destaninin Kiirtler arasindaki
yansimasina nasil bakmaktadir? Zembilfiros destaninin kag el yazmasi bulunmaktadir? Zembilfiros
destaninin en eski el yazmalar hangileridir? Arastirmanin sonuglar1 Zembilfiros efsanesinin tasavvufi
kokenlere dayandigimi ve Kiirtler arasinda genis yanki uyandirdigini, dolayisiyla Kiirt tarihinde
tasavvufun 6nemli kaynaklarindan biri oldugunu ortaya koymaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Zembilfiros destani, Kiirtler, mezar, el yazmalar1 ve bilginler.

One Cikanlar
Tarihsel yap1, Zembilfiros destaninin bir tasavvuf oldugunu gosterdi.

Kiirdologlar, kendi bakis acilarina gore, sozlii folklore araciligryla Kiirtler arasinda yansiyan Zembilfiros
destanini aragtirdilar.

Zembilfirog destan1 hakkinda bazi el yazmalari var, Feqi Teyran’in destan1 Kiirtler arasinda biiylik
6l¢iide yansimistir.

Zembilfiros 6limii hakkinda birgok bakis agist vardir, bu calismada kesinlikle Batifa’da oldiigii
sunulmustur.
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EXTENDED SUMMARY

The Epic of Zembilfiros stands as one of the most profound and widely recognized spiritual epics
in Kurdish religious and literary tradition. Revered for its revelation of the existential and societal
realities of Kurdish life, this epic has left an indelible mark on Kurdish history, spirituality, and
collective identity. Its narrative complexity, coupled with the diversity of its surviving manuscripts,
has sparked considerable scholarly debate, particularly regarding the interpretation of its events, its
religious undertones, and its influence on Kurdish cultural consciousness. This study seeks to examine
the Epic of Zembilfiros through a scientific and historiographical lens, with the primary objective
of elucidating its factual foundations, analyzing its various manuscript traditions, and assessing its
enduring impact on Kurdish society.

The central figure of the epic, Zembilfiros, remains a subject of intense scholarly inquiry. Who
was Zembilfirog? Was he a spiritual leader, a mythical hero, or a symbolic representation of Kurdish
resistance and faith? Historical accounts suggest that Zembilfiros may have been a revered religious
figure whose teachings and life events were later mythologized into an epic narrative. The geographical
setting of the epic—often believed to be rooted in the mountainous regions of Kurdistan—adds another
layer of intrigue. Some scholars argue that the events took place in the vicinity of modern-day Sirnak
or Hakkari, regions historically significant for Kurdish mysticism and rebellion.

The religious structure of the epic is particularly noteworthy. Unlike purely secular Kurdish
folktales, the Epic of Zembilfiros incorporates theological themes, possibly reflecting syncretism
between pre-Islamic Kurdish beliefs and later Islamic influences. This duality has led Kurdologists to
debate whether the epic should be classified as a sacred text, a historical chronicle, or an allegorical
masterpiece.

One of the most pressing questions surrounding the Epic of Zembilfiros concerns its textual
transmission. How many manuscripts exist, and which are the oldest? Research indicates that at least
seven major manuscripts have been identified, each with variations in narrative details, linguistic
style, and theological emphasis. The oldest known manuscript, attributed to the 15th-century Kurdish
scholar Mela Ehmedé Ciziri, resides in the Bibliothéque nationale de France, suggesting that the epic
was documented much earlier than previously assumed. Later versions, such as those penned by 18th-
century Kurdish historians, introduce additional layers of interpretation, including Sufi mysticism and
political allegory.

Kurdologists have long debated the epic’s role in shaping Kurdish identity. Some scholars argue
that Zembilfirog symbolizes the Kurds’ spiritual resilience against external domination, while others
view the epic as a cultural artifact reflecting the socio-religious dynamics of medieval Kurdistan. The
divergence in these perspectives underscores the epic’s multifaceted nature—it is simultaneously a
religious parable, a historical record, and a literary monument.

A significant obstacle in studying the Epic of Zembilfiros is the prevalence of oral transmission.
Many episodes of the epic have been passed down verbally through generations, leading to regional
variations and potential distortions. This study aims to bridge the gap between oral and written accounts
by cross-referencing manuscripts with ethnographic data collected from Kurdish dengbgj (traditional
bards) and religious storytellers. Such an approach not only preserves the epic’s authenticity but also
highlights its adaptive nature in Kurdish folklore.

Another unresolved question pertains to the physical legacy of Zembilfiros. Where is his grave
located? Local traditions point to several purported burial sites, most notably in the vicinity of Cizre and
Amadiya, where annual pilgrimages are still conducted. These sites serve as focal points for Kurdish
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spiritual devotion, yet their historical accuracy remains disputed. Archaeological investigations,
though limited, could provide further clarity on this matter.

The findings of this study affirm that the Epic of Zembilfiros is far more than a literary relic—it is
a living testament to Kurdish religious and cultural endurance. Its narratives have permeated Kurdish
poetry, music, and political discourse, reinforcing its status as a cornerstone of Kurdish heritage. By
systematically analyzing its manuscripts, historical context, and oral traditions, this research not only
illuminates the epic’s factual core but also underscores its ongoing relevance in contemporary Kurdish
identity formation.

Future studies should prioritize the digitization and comparative analysis of all extant manuscripts,
as well as interdisciplinary collaboration between historians, linguists, and theologians. Only through
such comprehensive efforts can the full magnitude of Zembilfiros’s legacy be appreciated.

Artuklu Kurdology « 19 « March 2025

105



