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ABSTRACT: The qualities of art education must be redefined in line with rapidly changing global
market conditions and modern educational requirements. Future art educators should possess critical
thinking, creativity, and leadership skills while continuously developing their pedagogical
competencies. This study examines the key qualifications of art educators and their role in adapting to
contemporary educational reforms. The research adopts a qualitative approach to evaluate the impact of
ongoing educational reforms in Uzbekistan on art education. The findings reveal that innovative
pedagogical methods and technologies enrich teaching processes, but challenges such as insufficient use
of technological tools and difficulties in adapting to reforms persist. In conclusion, strategies to enhance
the pedagogical competencies of art educators are proposed, highlighting their critical role in adapting
to modern education systems.
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0OZ: Sanat egitiminin nitelikleri, hizla degisen kiiresel piyasa kosullar1 ve modern egitim gereklilikleri
dogrultusunda yeniden tanimlanmalidir. Gelecegin sanat egitmenleri, elestirel diisiinme, yaraticilik ve
liderlik becerilerine sahip olmali, pedagojik yeterliliklerini siirekli gelistirebilmelidir. Bu ¢alisma, sanat
egitmenlerinde olmasi gereken temel nitelikleri ve bu niteliklerin ¢agdas egitim reformlarina uyum
saglamadaki roliinii incelemektedir. Arastirma, Ozbekistan’da devam eden egitim reformlarinin sanat
egitimi tizerindeki etkilerini nitel bir yaklagimla ele almistir. Bulgular, yenilik¢i pedagojik yontemlerin
ve teknolojilerin egitim siireglerini zenginlestirdigini, ancak teknolojik araglarin etkin kullanimi ve
reformlara adaptasyonda zorluklar yasandigini gostermektedir. Sonug olarak, sanat egitmenlerinin
pedagojik yeterliliklerini artirmaya yonelik stratejiler sunulmus ve bu yeterliliklerin modern egitim
sistemine adaptasyonda kritik bir 6neme sahip oldugu vurgulanmistir.
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GENISLETILMIiS OZET

Sanat egitimi, bireylerin estetik duyarliliklarini, yaraticiliklarint ve elestirel diisiinme becerilerini
gelistiren temel bir siirectir. Ayn1 zamanda, toplumsal ve kiiltiirel degerlerin aktarilmasinda da 6nemli
bir rol oynar. Giinlimiizde hizla degisen kiiresel kosullar ve modern egitim sistemlerinin gereklilikleri,
sanat egitiminin niteliginin yeniden degerlendirilmesini zorunlu kilmaktadir. Sanat egitmenleri yalnizca
bilgi aktaricilar degil, ayn1 zamanda &grencilerin yaratici potansiyellerini kesfetmelerine rehberlik eden
liderler olarak goriilmektedir. Bu ¢aligma, sanat egitmenlerinin pedagojik yeterliliklerini ve egitim
reformlarinin bu yeterlilikler iizerindeki etkilerini incelemektedir. Arastirmanin amaci, gelecegin sanat
egitmenlerinde bulunmasi gereken nitelikleri tanimlamak ve sanat egitmenlerinin ¢agdas egitim
sistemine adaptasyon siireclerini analiz etmektir.

Literatiir taramasi

Sanat egitimi literatiirli, pedagojik yeterliligi elestirel diislinme, yaratici problem ¢dzme, liderlik ve
iletisim becerileriyle iliskilendirmektedir. Egitim reformlarinin sanat egitmenlerinin gelisimine etkisi
onemli bir arastirma alanidir. Ancak, kiiltiirel acidan zengin bolgelerden biri olan Ozbekistan’daki
reformlar sanat egitimine etkileri {izerine yapilan ¢aligmalar sinirhdir. Bu calisma, bu boslugu
doldurmay1 amaglamaktadir.

Yontem

Bu arastirmada, sanat egitmenlerinin pedagojik yeterlilikleri ve egitim reformlarimin etkileri nitel
yontemlerle incelenmistir. Veri toplama siirecinde dokiiman analizi, katilimc1 goézlem ve ikincil veri
kullanimi olmak {izere ii¢ temel yontem uygulanmistir. Dokiiman analizinde, egitim reformlarina iliskin
ulusal ve kurumsal politika belgeleri, sanat egitimi miifredatlar1 ve dgretim materyalleri incelenerek
reformlarin pedagojik yaklagimlar tizerindeki etkileri degerlendirilmistir. Katilimc1 gézlem kapsaminda,
sanat egitimi ortamlarindaki at6lye caligmalari, sergiler ve seminerler gozlemlenmis; ancak bireysel
katilimeilar hakkinda 6zel bilgiler toplanmamis, analizler anonim ve genel degerlendirmeler iizerinden
gerceklestirilmistir. Ikincil veri kullaniminda ise ©Onceki arastirmalarin verileri incelenerek,
Ozbekistan’daki sanat egitimi ve reformlarin etkileri hakkinda genel bir ¢ergeve olusturulmustur. Elde
edilen veriler tematik olarak kodlanmig ve nitel igerik analizi yontemiyle degerlendirilmistir. Caligma,
etik izin gerektirmeyen yontemler kullanilarak gerceklestirilmistir.

Bulgular ve tartisma

Aragtirma, egitim reformlarinin sanat egitmenlerinin pedagojik yeterliliklerini, mesleki rollerini ve
egitim siireclerindeki yaklasimlarini nasil etkiledigini kapsamli bir sekilde ortaya koymustur. Sanat
egitmenlerinin, 6grencilerin yaraticiligini gelistirme, elestirel diislinmeyi tesvik etme ve etkili iletisim
kurma gibi pedagojik yeterliliklerinin biiyiikk Ol¢tide gelistigi gozlemlenmistir. Egitim reformlart,
modern pedagojik yaklagimlarin benimsenmesini tesvik ederek 6grenme siireclerini daha zengin ve
cesitli hale getirmistir. Ancak bazi egitmenlerin bu yeni yontemleri uygulamakta zorlandigi, 6zellikle
yenilikgi teknolojileri derslerine entegre etme konusunda eksiklikler yasadigi tespit edilmistir. Bunun
yani sira, sanat egitmenlerinin 6grencilerle bireysel olarak ilgilenme ve onlarin sanatsal potansiyellerini
ortaya ¢ikarma konusunda basarili oldugu belirlenmis, ancak 6grencilerin farkli 6grenme stillerine
yonelik 6zel yontemlerin eksikligi dikkat c¢ekmistir. Bu durum, sanat egitmenlerinin pedagojik
yaklagimlarini daha fazla ¢esitlendirmesi gerektigini ortaya koymaktadir.

Ozbekistan’da uygulanan egitim reformlarinin sanat egitimi iizerinde hem olumlu etkileri hem de cesitli
zorluklar igerdigi belirlenmistir. Reformlar, egitmenlerin sanat egitimine disiplinlerarasi bir bakig
acistyla yaklagsmasin saglamis ve sanat egitiminin kiiltiirel ve toplumsal degerlerin aktarimindaki roliinii
giiclendirmistir. Bu durum, sanat egitiminin bireysel gelisimin 6tesinde toplumsal farkindalik yaratma
araci olarak da goriilmesine yol agmistir. Ancak reformlar, egitmenleri yenilik¢i pedagojik yaklagimlar
ve teknoloji kullanimina tesvik etse de bazi uygulamalarda sinirlamalar ortaya ¢ikmustir. Ozellikle kirsal
bolgelerde bulunan sanat egitmenleri, teknolojik araglara erisimde zorluklar yasamis ve bu nedenle
reformlar1 tam anlamiyla uygulayamamistir. Bu durum, egitim politikalarinin daha kapsayici bir sekilde
planlanmasi gerektigini gostermektedir.
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Sanat egitmenlerinin Ogrencilerle olan etkilesimleri genellikle olumlu sonuglar dogurmustur.
Egitmenler, Ogrencilerin yaratict siireclerine rehberlik ederek sanatsal ifade kapasitelerini
gelistirmelerinde etkili olmustur. Atdlye calismalari, sergiler ve seminerlerde gdzlemlenen bu
etkilesimler, 6grenme siireclerini destekleyici bir yap1 sunmustur. Ancak bazi durumlarda, 6grencilerin
bireysel ihtiyaglarna uygun Ogretim yOntemlerinin gelistirilmesinde eksiklikler yasandig
belirlenmistir. Egitmenlerin sinif ici iletisimde basarili oldugu, ancak bireysellestirilmis egitim
yaklagimlarinda daha fazla destege ihtiya¢ duydugu goriilmiistiir.

Egitim reformlarin bir diger 6nemli etkisi, sanat egitiminin disiplinlerarast bir baglama taginmasi
olmustur. Sanat egitmenleri, tarih, kiiltiir, felsefe ve psikoloji gibi disiplinlerle sanat egitimini
iliskilendirme konusunda daha donanimli hale gelmistir. Disiplinlerarasi projeler ve ortak ¢alismalarin,
Ogrencilerin ¢ok yonlii gelisimine katkida bulundugu goriilmiistiir. Ancak bazi egitmenlerin bu
yaklagimlar1 benimsemede daha fazla egitime ihtiya¢ duydugu da belirlenmistir.

Teknolojik araglarin sanat egitimine entegrasyonu, reformlarin dnemli bir parcasi olarak 6ne ¢ikmustir.
Dijital tasarim araglar1 ve sanal sergiler gibi yenilik¢i yontemler, sanat egitiminin sinirlarini genisleterek
O0grenme deneyimlerini daha zengin hale getirmistir. Ancak bolgesel farkliliklar ve altyapi eksiklikleri
nedeniyle bu araglarin etkin kullanimi smirli kalmustir. Ozellikle kirsal bélgelerdeki egitmenler,
teknolojiye erisimde zorluk yasamis ve yenilik¢i uygulamalari tam anlamiyla hayata gegirememistir. Bu
bulgular, egitim reformlarinin sanat egitimi {izerindeki etkilerini anlamada kapsamli bir cergeve
sunmaktadir. Reformlarm olumlu katkilarina ragmen, uygulamada karsilagilan eksiklikler sanat
egitiminin daha kapsayict bir sekilde planlanmasi gerektigini gdstermektedir. Bu dogrultuda, sanat
egitmenlerinin pedagojik yeterliliklerini artirmaya yonelik diizenli destek programlarinin bu eksiklikleri
gidermede etkili olabilecegi ongoriilmektedir.

Sonug ve oneriler

Sanat egitiminin bagarisi, sanat egitmenlerinin pedagojik yeterliliklerini gelistirmelerine baglidir.
Aragtirma sonuglar1, Ozbekistan’da gorev yapan sanat egitmenlerinin yenilikgi pedagojik yaklasimlart
benimsedigini, ancak teknolojik araglarin etkin kullanimi ve egitim reformlarina adaptasyon konusunda
daha fazla destege ihtiya¢ duydugunu gostermektedir. Bu dogrultuda, sanat egitmenlerine yonelik
diizenli mesleki gelisim programlari diizenlenmeli ve bu programlarda yenilik¢i yontemlerin kullanimi
tesvik edilmelidir. Egitim siireclerinde teknolojik araglarin etkin kullanimi saglanarak materyal
cesitliligi artirimalidir. Ozbekistan’1n zengin kiiltiirel mirasi sanat egitimine daha fazla entegre edilmeli
ve disiplinlerarasi ig birlikleri giiclendirilmelidir. Ayrica, sanat egitmenlerinin uluslararasi platformlarda
deneyim paylagimi yapmalari tesvik edilmeli ve cagdas sanat yaklagimlariyla tanigsmalari saglanmalidir.

Sonug olarak, sanat egitiminin gelecegi, sanat egitmenlerinin yaratici, yenilik¢i ve disiplinlerarasi
yaklagimlar gelistirmesiyle sekillenecektir. Egitim reformlarinin etkili bir sekilde uygulanabilmesi igin
sanat egitmenlerinin pedagojik yeterliliklerini gelistirecek stratejilere dncelik verilmelidir. Ozbekistan
gibi kiiltiirel agidan zengin bolgeler, yerel degerleri koruyarak ve evrensel yaklagimlari benimseyerek
sanat egitiminin kiiresel doniistimiine katki saglayabilir. Bu baglamda, sanat egitmenleri yalnizca bilgi
aktaran bireyler degil, ayn1 zamanda toplumsal ve kiiltiirel degerlerin aktariminda kritik bir rol oynayan
liderler olarak gortilmelidir.
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Introduction

Art is a concept as old as human history, and every society has made unique contributions to universal
art history. Art exists wherever humans live, emerging under the influence of material life, intuition, and
the subconscious, presenting itself as a product of instinct (Artun, 2009: 13). Art education is a process
that develops an individual’s aesthetic sense, creativity, and critical thinking skills. wThe primary aim
of this process is to enable individuals to express themselves through art while contributing to the
transmission of social and cultural values. Art education is not limited to teaching technical knowledge
and skills; it also aims to enhance individuals’ ability to think creatively and originally, develop their
aesthetic awareness, and strengthen their critical perspectives. In this context, art education contributes
to the multidimensional development of individuals on both personal and societal levels.

The effective implementation of art education is directly related to the competence and pedagogical
expertise of art educators. Art educators are not merely transmitters of knowledge; they are also mentors
who guide students in discovering their creativity and equip them with the ability to interpret art and
develop aesthetic values. Therefore, the development of art educators’ pedagogical competencies is
critical to the success of students in the learning process (Azizkhodjayeva, 2006). Another important
aspect of art education is its interdisciplinary nature. Art education interacts with various disciplines
such as history, culture, philosophy, and psychology. This interaction requires art educators not only to
possess artistic skills but also to have knowledge and understanding integrated with these disciplines.
Especially in modern educational approaches, art educators are expected to focus on 21st-century skills
such as critical thinking, creative problem-solving, and effective communication (Stone, 2015). In this
context, our study aims to evaluate the effectiveness of various methods for enhancing students’
competencies in art education and to identify strategies necessary for developing the pedagogical skills
of art educators. Emphasis is placed on the significance of modern teaching methods such as interactive
lessons, verbal discussions, and surveys in art education, and the positive impacts of these methods are
examined. In conclusion, by focusing on the pedagogical and professional development of art educators,
who play the most crucial role in the success of art education, we aim to propose solutions to the
challenges encountered in this field. Identifying and implementing strategies to enhance the
competencies of art educators during the educational process will strengthen the societal impact of art
education.

Literature review

Art education and the competencies of art educators

Developing the professional competencies of students in university art education programs is critical for
preparing them as experts capable of effectively conveying professional subjects in the future.
Disciplines such as fine arts and engineering graphics consist of professional scientific blocks with
distinct modules, each requiring unique teaching methods. Experimental studies have demonstrated that
pedagogical and psychological competencies play a decisive role in successfully teaching these
modules. These competencies serve as a fundamental basis for creating effective learning environments
(Zunnunov, 1997).

Competency refers to the set of qualifications possessed by an individual, validated and certified by
responsible authorities (TYC, 2024). According to the Turkish Language Association’s Contemporary
Turkish Dictionary (2024), “competency” is defined as follows:

The state of being adequate; sufficiency.

The special knowledge that provides the ability to perform a task; proficiency, adequacy.
The ability to fulfill duties; competence, sufficiency.

The capacity to perform a task; competence, merit.

bl e

The term “competency” is derived from the Latin word “compete”, meaning “to achieve success, to
deserve” (Muslimov, 2007: 115). This implies an expert’s awareness of innovations in their field.
Russian scholars Zeer, Pavlova and Symanyuk (2005) define competency as a combination of skills
required for effective professional activities, while Ivanov (2007) interprets it as an expert’s
achievements, ability to perform efficiently, adaptability, and accumulation of experience. Mayers and
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Colins (2007), on the other hand, views competency not as a fixed response to specific criteria but as
the process of developing and demonstrating those criteria.

Bilir, Bilir Giiler and Bilir (2019), in his work “Dictionary for Professional Competence - Education —
Communication” states that professional competence encompasses pedagogical approaches aimed at
integrating and resolving challenges encountered in professional fields through education, in addition to
knowledge, experience, and culture. Talent is associated with an individual’s personal and psychological
characteristics and is emphasized in connection with competence as the practical applicability of internal
psychological accumulations. In this context, talent is defined not as an “inclination” but as an
“adaptation capacity” highlighting that an individual’s skills in a particular field align with the
requirements of that field. The skill groups related to talent and competence are as follows:

» Sensitivity to the object — attentiveness to students;

» Communication skills — good behavior, humanity, and effective communication;

» Perceptual abilities — strong professional competence and pedagogical intuition;

* Personal dynamism — the ability to influence through willpower and rational persuasion;
* Emotional balance — maintaining composure even under stress;

» Creativity — developing original and innovative ideas.

Professional competency consists of fundamental skills that enable individuals to enhance their
effectiveness in their professional field and perform more successfully. These skills shape an
individual’s understanding of competency (Abdullayeva, 2021). Competency forms the foundation of
the ability to work independently and psychological preparedness. A competent teacher is not only
deeply knowledgeable in their field but also psychologically balanced, well-versed in educational
psychology, capable of creative thinking, and effective in using innovative pedagogical technologies in
their lessons. These qualities contribute to the teacher’ success both professionally and pedagogically,
allowing them to inspire their students (Azizkhodjayeva, 2006).

Art education plays a significant role in developing individuals’ aesthetic and creative capacities, as well
as in transmitting cultural heritage and shaping societal values (Artut, 2013). This impactful process
heavily relies on the pedagogical competencies of art educators. Art educators stand out not only as
knowledge transmitters but also as guides who inspire students and lead them through creative
processes. Therefore, the professional and pedagogical qualifications of educators are crucial to the
success of art education. Pedagogical competencies, reshaped within the context of educational reforms,
play a critical role in the professional success of art educators (Tomashevskyi, Digtiar, Chumak,
Batiievska, Hnydina, & Malytska, 2022).

When educating future art professionals, attention should be paid to educational competencies and the
following points:

e Developing cognitive preferences and guiding future teachers (expectations regarding
challenges and successes in creativity);

e Expanding knowledge;

¢ Enhancing adaptability;

e Improving qualifications;

e Increasing experiential learning.

In this context, the continuous development of art educators’ competencies will not only enhance
individuals’ creative and critical thinking capacities but also play a crucial role in transmitting the
cultural, societal, and universal values of art. Beyond fostering aesthetic awareness and creativity, art
education is considered a field that allows students to construct their artistic and cultural identities under
the guidance of educators (Abdullayeva, Aliyev & Ergasheva, 2022).

The role of art educators and competency requirements
Professional competency is a comprehensive concept that encompasses pedagogical solutions to real-
world problems arising from knowledge, experience, culture, and educational processes. While talent is
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often perceived merely as a tendency, it should be regarded as an adaptive capacity that combines an
individual’s intrinsic psychological qualities with practical applications (Abdullayeva, 2021). In this
context, the professional roles of art educators go beyond merely transmitting knowledge; they are
required to act as guides who foster creativity and instill an aesthetic perspective in their students
(Berikbaev, 2023b). The essential competencies that art educators should possess can be categorized
under several key headings:

1. Pedagogical and psychological competency
o Art educators must be able to communicate effectively with students and understand
their individual needs and abilities. This is particularly critical in the fields like art,
where personal expression and creative thinking are paramount.
o Pedagogical competency involves the ability to manage the learning process, enabling
art education to be conducted in a personalized and participatory manner.
2. Creativity and innovation
o Arteducators need to possess a creative perspective to encourage creativity in students.
The use of innovative pedagogical methods and technologies during the teaching
process significantly contributes to students’ artistic development.
3. Cultural and social sensitivity
o Art education serves as an important tool for the transmission of cultural and social
values. Therefore, art educators should possess cultural sensitivity and work to cultivate
this awareness in their students.
o Educators should appreciate the richness of different cultures and artistic traditions and
integrate this understanding into the educational process.
4. Critical and analytical thinking
o Arteducators should have the ability to analyze artworks and offer a critical perspective.
This helps students gain a deeper understanding of aesthetic values and artistic forms.
5. Student-centered approach
o Art educators must shape learning environments according to students’ interests and
abilities. Instead of relying on punishment and authority, they should adopt methods
based on guidance and mentorship.

Competency forms the foundation of independent work ability and psychological readiness. An effective
teacher can be defined as an individual who possesses the following qualities:

¢ In-depth subject knowledge: Expertise and knowledge sufficient to meet students’ needs.

o Psychological stability: The ability to handle challenging situations and maintain emotional
balance.

e Openness to creative thinking: The capacity to develop innovative and original approaches in
pedagogical processes.

o Technology integration: The ability to enrich the learning experience by effectively using
innovative technologies in their lessons.

These qualities enable educators to communicate effectively with students, manage learning processes
more efficiently, and respond to contemporary educational needs. Possessing these competencies allows
art educators not only to support students’ creative processes but also to help them develop artistic skills
and foster an authentic aesthetic understanding. Thus, art educators become leaders who inspire
individuals, nurture their creativity, and contribute to their adoption of art as a way of life.

Types of competencies in art educators
The professional competencies of art educators can generally be categorized into three main groups:

1. Core professional competencies
o Conceptual competency: Mastery of educational philosophy and pedagogical theories.
o Instrumental competency: Effective application of techniques and methods used in
education.
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o Cultural competency: Integration of social and cultural values into the educational

process.
2. Specialized field competencies

o Theoretical knowledge: Mastery of art history, aesthetics, composition, and color
theory. Ability to analyze and interpret visual content within historical and conceptual
contexts.

o Technical skills: Proficiency in applied arts such as drawing, sculpture, printmaking,
and digital media. Effective use of materials, tools, and studio practices.

o Instructional competency: Clear transfer of artistic knowledge and techniques to
students. Mentoring through practical guidance and constructive feedback.

3. Social and communicative competencies
o Communication competency: The ability of art educators to establish effective
dialogue with students, understand their ideas, and support their learning processes.
o Empathy, collaboration, and problem-solving skills: Ability to respond to students’
emotional needs, foster a supportive learning environment, and address challenges with
creative solutions.

The role of creativity in art educators

The creativity of teachers is evaluated based on their ability to innovate, adapt to changing conditions,
and solve professional problems. Modern educators are not only rely on innate talents but also possess
the capacity to overcome psychological barriers, utilize opportunities for professional development, and
develop their own pedagogical approaches. In this process, the creativity of art educators plays a critical
role in both encouraging creative thinking in students and making teaching processes more effective.

The creativity of art educators contributes to art education in the following ways:

o Innovating teaching processes: Creative educators can renew course content and methods,
creating a dynamic learning environment that engages students.

o Unleashing student potential: Creativity activates students’ imagination, allowing them to
develop their individual artistic expression.

e Solving pedagogical problems: Innovative approaches to challenging situations make
educational processes more efficient.

o Integrating interdisciplinary approaches: Drawing inspiration from various disciplines
broadens the perspective of art education.

By being creative, art educators contribute to their pedagogical development while enriching students’
artistic and aesthetic perspectives. Hence, creativity is regarded as one of the foundational pillars of art
education.

Evaluation and development of art educators

Art educators, as the cornerstone of art education, are not merely transmitters of knowledge but also
shapers of aesthetic, creative, and critical thinking skills. The creative transformation that art education
fosters in students is directly related to the pedagogical approaches and professional competency levels
of art educators. Therefore, enhancing the competencies of art educators and ensuring continuous
professional development in this field play a pivotal role in improving the quality of art education.

The evaluation of art educators is conducted based on several key criteria to measure their effectiveness
in teaching processes and their contributions to art education. These criteria include:

e The richness of course content and its effective delivery to students.
e Successful management of artistic projects and workshop activities.
e Active participation in exhibitions and seminars.
e The use of innovative technologies in education.
e Contributions to students’ artistic achievements.,
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These criteria provide a valuable framework for understanding both the pedagogical and artistic skills
of art educators.

Professional competencies of art educators
The professional competencies of art educators are a combination of their individual creativity,
pedagogical expertise, and artistic knowledge. In educational processes, an effective art educator:

1. Can adapt course content to meet student needs. The materials used in education should engage
students and stimulate their creativity.

2. Supports students’ learning processes through creative workshops and projects. Managing
artistic projects is a crucial tool for enhancing students’ practical skills.

3. Actively participates in cultural and artistic events. Activities such as exhibitions and seminars
not only enhance the professional satisfaction of art educators but also provide students with
opportunities to explore the broader horizons of the art world.

Use of innovative approaches and technology

Contemporary art education requires the use of innovative technological tools and methods alongside
traditional approaches. Digital design tools, virtual exhibitions, and interdisciplinary projects expand
the boundaries of art education, offering students a richer learning experience. The effective use of these
tools by art educators depends on the development of their pedagogical and technical competencies.

Cultural and social role of art educators

Art education not only promotes individual creativity but also serves as a vital tool for transmitting
cultural values and fostering social awareness. Art educators play a key role in cultivating cultural
consciousness in students, enhancing their artistic and aesthetic awareness within society. In this
context, the guiding roles of art educators in cultural activities enable art to be used as a means of social
transformation.

Methodology

This study employed qualitative research methods that do not require ethical approval to examine the
pedagogical experiences, teaching techniques, and social interactions of art educators. The research was
conducted by analyzing course content, curriculum documents, and policy papers related to educational
reforms in higher education institutions that provide art education. Additionally, observations made
during seminars, conferences, and workshops in the field of art education formed the primary data
sources for this study.

Data collection involved a combination of document analysis, participant observation, and the use of
secondary data. As part of the document analysis, national and institutional reports explaining
educational reforms, curriculum documents from institutions offering art education, and teaching
materials used by art educators were examined. These documents were evaluated through content
analysis to understand how pedagogical experiences are structured and how teaching techniques have
evolved with reforms. Participant observation was carried out in various workshops, exhibitions, and
seminars to gain insights into natural practices in art education settings, with specific attention to
educators’ pedagogical approaches and teacher-student interactions. Secondary data usage provided a
broader perspective on art education and the impacts of reforms by leveraging previously conducted
studies and publicly available resources.

The collected data were analyzed using qualitative content analysis. Initially, the data were coded
thematically, and themes were developed around pedagogical experience, social interaction, and
technical application based on these codes. The impacts of educational reforms on art education
practices were evaluated comparatively by identifying similarities and differences across documents and
observations.
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To enhance the reliability of methods that do not require ethical approval, a strategy of data source
triangulation was applied, combining document analysis, observation, and secondary data usage to
compare different sources. Furthermore, the coding and analysis process was reviewed by an academic
expert in the field of art education to ensure contextual relevance. This methodological approach
provided a comprehensive analysis of art educators’ pedagogical practices shaped by reforms.
Conducting the study with methods that do not involve ethical sensitivities allowed to obtain reliable
findings without the need for individual data collection.

Findings and discussion

Continuous development of art educators

The professional development of art educators not only enhances their individual success but also
strengthens their integration into the international art world and provides a learning environment that
supports students’ creative potential. Art plays a universal role in fostering aesthetic awareness,
preserving cultural heritage, and encouraging innovative thinking. In this context, the success of art
education is directly related to art educators’ ability to adapt to the contemporary art world and respond
to global developments.

Art education is closely tied to international art events and contemporary art movements. Events such
as biennials, art fairs, exhibitions, and cultural festivals provide opportunities for art educators to
enhance their professional knowledge and skills. These events offer valuable opportunities to understand
diverse cultural approaches, develop innovative ideas, and apply international art movements in a local
context. By participating in international events, art educators can comprehend the global dynamics of
art and incorporate this knowledge into their teaching processes, fostering a universal art consciousness
among students. These events enable educators to grasp the current state of global art and provide their
students with a broader perspective on the art world.

Contemporary art has become one of the most essential components of art education. Moving beyond
traditional notions of art, contemporary art embraces interdisciplinary approaches, offering art educators
opportunities to integrate innovative and critical thinking methods into teaching processes.
Contemporary approaches such as digital art, installation art, performance art, and video art enrich the
diversity of art education and broaden students’ artistic expressions. Therefore, it is crucial for art
educators to understand the dynamics of contemporary art and integrate this understanding into their
lessons to enhance students’ creative thinking abilities (Kirigoglu, 2005).

Art education should be considered not only in individual or national contexts but also from a universal
perspective. Art education models applied in different regions provide inspiring methods and approaches
for educators, allowing for a diversification of pedagogical practices. These approaches not only support
the professional development of art educators but also create significant opportunities for contributing
to the global art network. A universal understanding of art education encourages learning from different
cultural contexts, enabling a broader consideration of art’s multifaceted nature (Bamford, 2006).

Uzbekistan, with its rich history and cultural heritage, holds significant potential for art education. The
cultural and artistic influence of the Silk Road provides a strong foundation for Uzbekistan’s art
education. Historic monuments, architectural works, and traditional crafts in cities such as Samarkand,
Bukhara, and Tashkent offer unique learning and inspiration sources for art education. By integrating
this cultural heritage into their lesson content, art educators can enhance students’ connection to local
values and reinterpret these values through a universal understanding of art.

The international dimension plays a crucial role in the professional development of art educators. An art
educator should not only understand their own cultural and artistic heritage but also be aware of global
art movements and cultural diversity. In this regard, it is important for art educators to develop
international collaborations, learn about digital art, sustainable art, and socially engaged art practices,
and integrate these skills into their teaching processes (Berikbaev, 2023a). Additionally, art educators
should teach their students about the art understandings of different cultures and the impact of these
understandings on universal art.
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Art education is evolving in parallel with social, economic, and technological changes worldwide. The
integration of technologies such as artificial intelligence, digital art, and virtual reality into the art world
is reshaping the future of art education (Bayode, 2023). In this context, art educators should use
technological tools to provide a more interactive and innovative education, convey the potential of art
to drive social change and raise social awareness, and emphasize that art education is a field capable of
addressing global issues such as sustainability and environmental awareness (Berikbaev, 2023b).
Developing individual creativity, enhancing pedagogical competencies, and adopting a global
perspective are indispensable for the future of art education.

Countries like Uzbekistan, rich in historical and cultural heritage, can contribute to the global
transformation of art education by preserving their local values while adopting a universal understanding
of art. The success of art education depends not only on understanding the past and present but also on
developing innovative policies and practices that will shape the future.

When nurturing future art professionals, attention should be paid to educational competencies and the
following aspects:

e Developing cognitive preferences and guiding future educators (creating expectations regarding
challenges and successes in creativity);

¢ Expanding knowledge;

¢ Enhancing adaptability;

e Improving qualifications;

¢ Increasing experiential learning.

Key competencies required for future art teachers

Art teachers must possess various competencies to develop students’ creative potential and introduce
them to the aesthetic and cultural values of art (Berikbaev, 2021). The key competencies expected from
future art teachers include:

e Visualization and imagination skills: Effectively using imagination to support students’
creative thinking processes and guide them in artistic projects.

o Interest-focused teaching approach: Making learning processes more meaningful by
considering students’ individual interests and needs.

¢ Guidance instead of punishment: Providing motivational and developmental guidance with a
positive discipline approach.

e Public speaking and interpretation skills: Effectively conveying the meaning and importance
of art to raise awareness and inspire students.

e Analytical thinking skills: Analyzing artistic processes and problems to develop creative and
solution-oriented approaches.

These competencies are essential for adapting art education to the modern requirements of education.
Future art teachers should embrace creative methods to make meaningful contributions to both academic
and cultural fields. By effectively utilizing the transformative power of art, they should inspire students
and foster a deeper understanding of its significance (Abdullayeva et al., 2022).

Results and recommendations

The primary objective of this research is to examine the pedagogical competencies, teaching techniques,
and social interactions of art educators in the context of educational reforms and to evaluate the impact
of these processes on art education. The findings reveal that art educators require multifaceted skills
such as creative thinking, critical analysis, and cultural sensitivity, beyond merely transmitting
knowledge. Educational reforms have enriched teaching processes by encouraging art educators to use
modern technologies and innovative pedagogical approaches. However, challenges such as inadequate
utilization of technological tools and resistance to change have been observed, negatively affecting
educators’ professional development.
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The role of art education in developing individuals’ aesthetic, creative, and critical thinking skills is
evident. Art educators have been shown to create more effective learning environments by adapting
curricula to meet students’ needs. These findings are largely consistent with existing literature.
Tomashevskyi et al. (2022) highlights that innovative pedagogical approaches and reforms positively
impact educators’ job satisfaction and students’ success levels. Furthermore, this study emphasizes the
critical importance of individual creativity and social interactions in art education processes.

Based on the research findings, the following recommendations are proposed:

1. Regular professional development programs should be organized for art educators, and the
adoption of innovative methods should be encouraged within these programs.

2. Diversification of educational materials and technological tools should be promoted to enrich
teaching processes and support students’ creative potential.

3. Collaboration and experience sharing among art educators should be increased, and practices
such as interdisciplinary projects and exhibitions should be supported.

4. Greater emphasis should be placed on cultural events and awareness projects to enhance the
societal impact of art education.

In conclusion, the future success of art education will depend on art educators developing creative,
innovative, and flexible approaches. Global trends such as digital art, artificial intelligence, and
sustainability are transforming art education and require educators to adapt swiftly to these changes.
Moreover, embracing art education as a universal value and fostering international collaborations will
strengthen its global impact.

Uzbekistan, with its culturally rich history, has the potential to integrate local values with universal
approaches in art education. The cultural and artistic wealth inherited from the Silk Road stands out as
a significant resource for art education in Uzbekistan. Such cultural heritages, supported by
contemporary pedagogical methods, can enhance the strength of art education both locally and globally.
Policies and practices that ensure the continuous professional development of art educators must be
developed. Educational reforms should not only improve educators’ pedagogical skills but also position
art as an effective tool for social change and awareness. The vision for the future of art education lies in
unlocking the creative potential of art educators, fostering a profound love and understanding of art
among students, and positioning art as a transformative force in society.
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