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Yari-kapal1 bir deniz olan Dogu Akdeniz bdlgesi hem bolgesel devletler hem de bolge
dis1 giiclii devletler agisindan jeo-politik, jeo-ekonomik ve jeo-stratejik agidan biiytik bir
egemenlik miicadelesine konu olmaktadir. 7 Ekim 2023’te baslayan Gazze Savasi ile
Dogu Akdeniz’de yasanan egemenlik miicadelesi uluslararasi hukuk agisindan farkli bir
asamaya taginnustir. israil BM Sarti madde 51 cercevesinde mesru miidafaa hakki adi
altinda bir yandan Filistin halkina karsi “soykirim” gergeklestirirken, 6te yandan
Filistin’in Dogu Akdeniz’de hak iddia ettigi deniz yetki alanlarinda ekonomik boyutlu
self-determinasyon hakkin1 da ihlal etmistir. Bu durum Dogu Akdeniz bdlgesindeki diger
aktorlerin giivenlik ve enerji politikalarini da etkilemis ve deniz yetki alanlarini yeniden

sekillendirecek nitelikteki Onemli geligmeleri de tetiklemistir. Bu c¢ergevede bu
makalenin temel amact Gazze Savasi’nin Dogu Akdeniz’deki deniz yetki alanlar
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paylasimi ve enerji gilivenligiyle ilgili ortaya cikardigi problemleri ve sonuglar
inceleyerek literatiire katki saglamaktir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: « Filistin * Israil » Isgal » Miinhasir Ekonomik Bolge

ABSTRACT

The Eastern Mediterranean, as a semi-enclosed sea, has long constituted a sphere of
intense struggles for sovereignty in geopolitical, geoeconomic, and geostrategic terms,
both among regional states and powerful extra-regional actors. With the outbreak of the
Gaza War on 7 October 2023, the contest for sovereignty in the Eastern Mediterranean
has entered a new phase under international law. While Israel, under the pretext of
exercising its right of self-defense within the meaning of Article 51 of the UN Charter,
has engaged in what may be characterized as “genocide” against the Palestinian people,
it has simultaneously violated Palestine’s economically-oriented right to self-
determination in the maritime zones claimed by Palestine in the Eastern Mediterranean.
This development has also influenced the security and energy policies of other regional
actors, triggering significant dynamics that may reshape the delimitation of maritime
jurisdiction areas in the region. Against this backdrop, the primary objective of this
article is to contribute to the literature by examining the problems and implications
arising from the Gaza War with respect to the allocation of maritime zones and energy
security in the Eastern Mediterranean.

Keywords: ¢ Palestine, ¢ Israel, * Occupation, ¢ Exclusive Economic Zone

GIRIS

Akdeniz, karalarla cevrili olup, batida Atlas Okyanusu’ndan doguda Asya’ya
kadar uzanarak Avrupa ile Afrika’y1 birbirinden ayiran ve 970 bin deniz mili (2.5
milyon kilometrekare) genisliginde yari-kapali bir denizdir.' Dogu Akdeniz
Havzasrmin smurlari italya, Hirvatistan, Arnavutluk, Yunanistan, Tiirkiye,
Suriye, Liibnan, Israil, Filistin, Misir, Libya, Kuzey Kibris Tiirk Cumhuriyeti
(KKTC), Giiney Kibris Rum Yonetimi (GKRY) ve Tunus sahillerinden

olusmaktadir.? Bu bdlgenin yiizol¢iimii yaklasik 90 bin deniz mili olup kuzey-
giiney mesafesi 340 mil, dogu-bati mesafesi ise 450 mildir.> Dogu Akdeniz

Mostafa Salah & Baruch Boxer, ‘Mediterranean Sea’ (Encyclopedia Britanica 2025)
<https://www.britannica.com/place/Mediterranean-Sea> s.e.t. 11 Kasim 2024.

Sertag Hami Baseren, Dogu Akdeniz Deniz Yetki Alanlari Uyusmazhigi (Tirk Deniz
Arastirmalar1 Vakfi Yaymlar1 No.31 2010a) 2; Sertag Hami Baseren, ‘Dogu Akdeniz Deniz
Yetki Alanlar1 Uyusmazligr’, (2010b) 8(14), Stratejik Arastirmalar Dergisi 132-133; Senay
Kaya, ‘Uluslararas1 Deniz Hukuku Kapsaminda Dogu Akdeniz’in Hukuki Statiisti ve Tiirkiye
Cumhuriyeti Igin Stratejik Onemi’, (2007) 9, Stratejik Arastirmalar Dergisi, 28-31.

Hakan Aridemir ve Cagatay Alli, ‘Dogu Akdeniz Bolgesindeki Miinhasir Ekonomik Bolge
Tartismalariin Analizi’, (2019) 4 (10), Tktisadi, Idari ve Siyasal Arastirmalar Dergisi 192.



TASDEMIR & OZER 443

bolgesinde, Adriyatik Denizi ve kendine has oOzelliklere sahip, diinyada esi
benzeri olmayan Ege Denizi yer almaktadir.*

Dogu Akdeniz, gegmisten glinlimiize kadar her donemde bolgesel devletler ve
bolge dis1 devletler agisindan jeo-politik, jeo-ekonomik ve jeo-stratejik agidan
biiyiik 6nem tasimustir.” Avrupa, Asya ve Afrika kitalarinin kesisim noktasinda
bulunmasi, Siiveys Kanali ile Hint Okyanusu’na, Cebelitarik ile Atlas
Okyanusu’na, Tiirkiye iizerinden Ortadogu’ya ve Karadeniz’e erigim saglamasi,
bolgedeki deniz trafigi, kiiresel deniz ticareti, enerji merkezleri ve boru hatlarinin
kontrol noktast olmas1, Dogu Akdeniz’i stratejik olarak essiz kilmaktadir.’ Bolge
enerji transferi agisindan dnemli bir transit lilke olan Tiirkiye’nin de Ortadogu’ya
agilan bir deniz kapisidir.” Dogu Akdeniz’i kiymetli kilan bir baska unsur ise
igerisinde bir ucak gemisi, sabit bir deniz iissii ve gozetleme kulesi olarak
nitelendirilen stratejik dneme sahip olan Kibris Adasi’nin bulunmasidir.® Dogu
Akdeniz’i kiiresel siyasetin 6nemli bir ¢atisma bolgesi haline getiren bir bagka
unsur ise Gazze Seridi’nin varligidir. Bu bolge tarihi agidan ¢ok eskilere uzanan
Filistin sorununa bir bagka boyut daha eklemektedir. Bu nedenle, Dogu
Akdeniz’deki yetki alanlar1 sinirlandirma anlagsmazlhigimin biiylik bir kism,
Kibris ve Filistin meselelerinin denizle ilgili boyutlarindan kaynaklanmaktadir.’

Dogu Akdeniz bolgesini kiiresel ve bolgesel aktorler agisindan yeni bir etkilesim
havzast olarak 6n plana c¢ikaran asil unsur ise 2000’li yillarda bolgede
kesfedilmeye baslanan zengin enerji/hidrokarbon yataklar1 olmustur.' Dogu
Akdeniz bolgesi, diinya genelindeki kanitlanmig petrol rezervlerinin % 47’sini
ve dogal gaz rezervlerinin % 43’iinii icermektedir.'' Son yillarda, 6zellikle Israil
ve Misir agiklarinda sirasiyla Leviathan, Tamar ve Zohr sahalarinda 6nemli

4 Kaya (n2)22.

Hiiseyin Tamer Hava, ‘Dogu Akdeniz’deki Dogal Gaz Rezervlerinin Ekonomik ve Giivenlik

Boyutuyla Tiirkiye A¢isindan Degerlendirmesi’, (2020) 16 (35), Giivenlik Strateji Dergisi 678.

Betiil Algiir, ‘Kibris ve Dogu Akdeniz’deki Son Uluslararas1 Gelismeler Isiginda Degisen

Tiirkiye, ABD ve NATO Politikalarr’, (2020) 2 (2), Anadolu Strateji Dergisi 56.

7 Ulvi Keser ve Goékhan Ak, ‘Kibris Sorunu ve Deniz Hukuku Baglaminda Dogu Akdeniz’de
Yapilmas1 Gerekenler’, (2018) 1 (2), Kibris Arastirmalari ve Incelemeleri Dergisi 95.

8 Andemir ve Alli (n 3) 193.

Bageren, (n 2) (2010a) 1; Ugur Bayillioglu, ‘Filistin Devletinin Denizalant Iddialarina Tliskin

Hukuki Bir Degerlendirme’, (2021) 6 (2), CUHFD 680.

"9 Burak Sakir Seker, ‘Dogu Akdeniz Enerji Giivenligi Ekseni: Yunanistan- GKRY’nin
Muhtemel Politikalarm Analizi ve Tiirkiye’nin Tutumu’, Deniz Giiler, Ahmet Yildiz ve Izgi
Savas, Yeni Deniz Giivenligi Ekosistemi ve Dogu Akdeniz (TASAM 2019) 289.

' Aridemir ve Alli (n 3) 193.
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miktarda dogalgaz rezervi kesfedilmistir.'> Diger kiyidas iilkeler olan Tiirkiye,
Suriye, Liibnan, Yunanistan, GKRY ve KKTC deniz alanlarinda ise potansiyel
rezervler vardir. Bu rezervler heniiz tam olarak kanitlanmis olmadigi igin
haklarinda bolca spekiilasyonlar mevcuttur.”” Ornegin GKRY’nin Afrodit
sahasinda 140 milyar metrekiip (bcm) ispatlanmis rezervi oldugu ileri
siiriilmektedir."* Yine GKRY 2018 yilinda Calypso sahasinda, 2019 yilinda
Glaucus-1 sahasinda,"® 2022°de ise Tiirkiye ile ¢akisan 6. Parselde 70.78 milyar
metrekiip gaz yatagi bulduklarim duyurmustur.'® Bu kesifler, séz konusu
hidrokarbon yataklarinin sahipligi ve bu rezervlerin Bat1 Avrupa’ya tasinmasi
konularinda bolgesel devletler arasinda oOnemli uyusmazliklara neden
olmaktadir. Bolgedeki iilkelerin yan1 sira, ABD, Rusya, Ingiltere ve AB iiyesi
devletler de bu kaynaklardan en biiyiik pay1 almak ve Dogu Akdeniz’in stratejik
konumunu degerlendirmek amaciyla yogun bir rekabet icindedir. Dogu
Akdeniz’deki paylasim sorunu ve enerji giivenligi s6z konusu devletlerin yani
sira ¢ok-uluslu petrol sirketlerini, Hizbullah, HAMAS, DEAS, PYD/YPG gibi
devlet dis1 silahli aktdrleri de igermektedir.'” Enerji ihtiyacinmn % 75’ini
disaridan karsilayan Tiirkiye i¢in, Dogu Akdeniz’de bulunan enerji kaynaklar
son derece 6nemli bir degere sahiptir.'® Kibris Adasi, bolgedeki stratejik konumu
nedeniyle bu rekabetin tam merkezinde yer almaktadir."

Son dénemlerde Dogu Akdeniz’de yasanan s6z konusu egemenlik miicadelesini
derinden etkileyen Onemli siyasi geligmeler meydana gelmistir. Bu
gelismelerden ilki 2011°de baslayan, “Arap Baharr” olarak nitelendirilen halk
hareketleridir. Ozellikle Misir, Libya ve Suriye’de meydana gelen gelismeler
gerek Ortadogu’da gerekse Dogu Akdeniz’de bolgesel dengeleri derinden

John v Bowlus, ‘Eastern Mediterranean gas: Testing the field’ (The European Council on
Foreign Relations 2020) <https://ecfr.eu/special/eastern_med/gas_fields> s.e.t. 4 Kasim 2024.

Volkan Ozdemir ve Baris Hasan, ‘Uluslararasi Ekonomi Politik Bir Degerlendirme: Karadeniz

ve Dogu Akdeniz Deniz Alanlar1 Sorunu’ (2018) 13 (22), Turkish Studies 410.

14 Seker (n 10) 288; Ozdemir ve Hasan (n 13) 411.

15 Hava (n 5) 688.

16 CNN Tiirk, ‘Rumlar, Tiirkiye ile Cakisan 6. Parselde Gaz Buldu’ (2022)
<https://www.cnnturk.com/video/dunya/rumlar-turkiye-ile-cakisan-6-parselde-gaz-buldu-
1828485> s.e.t. 12 Aralik 2024.

17" Bowlus (n 12).

Zeynep Parali, ‘Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti ile Libya Devleti Ulusal Mutabakat Hiikiimeti Arasinda

Imzalanan Akdeniz’de Deniz Yetki Alanlarmm Smrlandirilmasmna Iliskin Mutabakat

Muhtirasinin Uluslararasi Politikaya Etkileri’, (2020) 1 (1), Nazilli Tktisadi ve Idari Bilimler

Fakiiltesi Dergisi 50-51.

19 Algiir (n 6) 56.
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etkilemistir. Onemli gelismelerden ikincisi 2015 yilinda AB Ortak Cikar
Projeleri arasina dahil edilen Dogu Akdeniz Boru Hatti (East-Med) Projesidir. 2
Ocak 2020 tarihinde Atina’da imzalanan anlasma ile resmilesen Proje®
ekonomik a¢idan oldukc¢a maliyetli de olsa ve basarili olma ihtimali diisiik de
goriilse, Tiirkiye’nin ve KKTC’nin Dogu Akdeniz’deki varligmi dislamaya
yonelik bir caba olarak degerlendirilmektedir.*' Onemli gelismelerden iigiinciisii
2019°da Musir, Yunanistan, Israil, Italya, Urdiin, Filistin ve GKRY arasinda
Dogu Akdeniz Gaz Forumu’nun (DAGF) olusturulmasidir. Forumun katilime1
iilkeleri, Tiirkiye, KKTC, Liibnan ve Suriye’yi diglayarak, bolgesel kaynaklarin
iiretimi ve tiikketimi konusunda isbirligi yapmay1 planlamakta ve temel amaglar
ise Dogu Akdeniz’i yeni bir enerji merkezi olarak doniistiirmektir.* lk bakista
ekonomik isbirligini esas aldig1 diisliniilse de DAGF’nin giivenlik boyutu da
vardir.” Forumun temel amaci Dogu Akdeniz’de Tiirkiye’yi dengelemektir. Bu
nedenle DAGF, Tiirkiye’nin egemenligine ydnelik bir tehdit olusturmaktadir.*
DAGF nin olugturulmasina bir tepki olarak Tiirkiye, Libya ile 27 Kasim 2019
tarihinde bir simirlandirma andlagsmasi yapmistir. 8 Aralik 2019°de yiiriirliige
giren sinirlandirma anlagmasi Dogu Akdeniz uyusmazliginda oyun degistirici bir
enstriiman olarak degerlendirilmektedir.”® Tiirkiye’nin beklenmedik hamlesine
karsilik olarak, Yunanistan 6 Agustos 2020°de Misir ile deniz yetki alanlarinin
stirlandirilmast konusunda bir anlasma yapmugtir.

Dogu Akdeniz’de yasanan uyusmazligin dinamiklerini etkileyen dordiincii
onemli gelisme 24 Subat 2022°de Rusya’nin Ukrayna’yr uluslararasi hukuka

20 Tiilay Yildirim Mat, Miray Azakli Kése ve Merve Ispirli Armagan, ‘Tiirkiye ile Avrupa Birligi

Arasinda Dogu Akdeniz Meselesine Iliskin Giincel Siyasi Gelismeler ve Meselenin
Uluslararas1 Hukuk Boyutu’, (2021) 79 (3) Istanbul Hukuk Mecmuas1 1078.

2l Hava (n 5) 688-699.

22 Murat Ercan ve Mehmet Can Kaling, ‘Bélgesel ve Kiiresel Aktérlerin Ortadogu Merkezli Dogu

Akdeniz Politikalar1 “Kibris Catismasi ve Libya Mutabakat1’, (2020) 2 (2), Anadolu Strateji

Dergisi 23.

Merve Akbayir ve Cem Ismail Savas, ‘Bélgesel Giivenlik Kompleksi Kurami’nda Yalitici

Kavrami: Dogu Akdeniz ve Tiirkiye Uzerine Bir Degerlendirme’, (2021) 21 (2), Akdeniz [iBF

Dergisi 237.

24 Mavi Vatan, ‘Dogu Akdeniz Gaz Forumu (East-Med) ve Tiirkiye’nin durumu’, (2024),
<https://mavivatan.net/dogu-akdeniz-gaz-forumu-ve-turkiyenin-durumu/> s.e.t. 23 Kasim
2024.

25 Levent Kirval ve Arda Ozkan, ‘The Delimitation Dispute of the Maritime Jurisdiction Areas
in the Eastern Mediterranean: Turkish Perspective Based on the Equitable Principles’, (2021)
52, The Turkish Yearbook of International Relations 97.

26 Mat, Kése ve Armagan (n 20) 1080.

23
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aykir1 bir sekilde isgale baslamasidir.”’ Isgal karsisinda ABD, AB, Ingiltere,
Kanada ve Avusturalya gibi Batili iilkeler Rusya’ya karst kapsamli ve kati
ekonomik yaptirimlar uygulamaya baslamistir.® “Yeni Soguk Savas” olarak
isimlendirilen savasin uzama ihtimali AB dahil birgok iilkeyi enerji kaynaklarini
yeniden gdzden gegirmeye zorlamistir.”’ Devam eden savasin neticesinde Dogu
Akdeniz bélgesindeki enerji rezervlerinin 6nemi bir kat daha artmgtir.*®

Dogu Akdeniz’de yasanan egemenlik miicadelesini etkileyen en son gelisme
HAMAS 1n 7 Ekim 2023 te Israil’e kars1 gergeklestirdigi “El Aksa Tufant” isimli
operasyon ve bu operasyona karsi Israil’in baslattigi “Demir Kiliclar”
operasyonu ya da bir bagka ismi ile Gazze Savasidir. Halen devam eden savas
uluslararast hukukun jus ad bellum, jus in bello ve uluslararasi ceza hukuku gibi
uluslararast hukukun bir¢ok bransi agisindan dnemli tartigmalari ve sorunlari
giindeme getirmistir. Ancak uluslararasi hukuk literatiirinde 7 Ekim Gazze
Savasi’nin Dogu Akdeniz’de deniz yetki alanlarmin paylasimi sorunu ve enerji
giivenligi acisindan ortaya ¢ikardigi sorunlarin yeterince ele alinmadigi
gbzlenmistir. Oysa s6z konusu savasin Dogu Akdeniz’de deniz yetki alanlarinin
paylagimi sorunu ve enerji giivenligi denklemi iizerinde de 6nemli yansimalari
vardir. Ustelik 8 Ekim 2024°te Suriye’de Esad rejiminin ¢kmesi ile de bu jeo-
startejik denge yeniden sekillenmektedir. Bu nedenle bu makalenin temel amaci
7 Ekim Gazze Savasi’nin Dogu Akdeniz’de deniz yetki alanlarmin paylagimi
sorunu ve enerji giivenligi agisindan ortaya cikardigi sorunlari ve sonuglari
uluslararast hukuk boyutu ile ele almak ve literatire katki yapmaktir. Bu
baglamda makalede ilk olarak bolgesel giivenlik agisindan El-Aksa Tufani ve
Demir Kiliglar Operasyonlar1 ve bunlari Ortadogu iizerindeki etkileri tizerinde
durulacaktir. Calismada ikinci olarak, 7 Ekim Gazze Savasi oncesi Dogu
Akdeniz’de siyasi ve hukuki durum incelenecektir. Calismada iigiincii olarak Israil
cephesinden Dogu Akdeniz’deki gelismeler ele aliacaktir. Bu baglamda Israil-
Misir; Israil-Liibnan; Israil-GKRY ve Israil-Tiirkiye hattindaki gelismeler
iizerinde ayrintili bir sekilde durulacaktir. Calismada dordiincii olarak Filistin
Devleti cephesinden Dogu Akdeniz’deki gelismeler degerlendirilecektir.
Caligmada besinci olarak 7 Ekim Gazze Savasi sonrasi donemde Dogu Akdeniz’de

27 Fatma Tasdemir, ‘The 2022 Russia-Ukraine War from the Perspective of Jus Ad Bellum: Is
International Law Strengthened?’, (2022) 8 (1), Journal of Law 97-122.

28 Tagdemir (n 27) 102.

29 Nursin Atesoglu Giiney, ‘Rusya-Ukrayna Savasi sonrasi1 Tiirkiye-AB Iliskilerinin Gelecegi’,

(2022) 370, SETA 8.
Ozden Zeynep Oktav, ‘Ukrayna Savasi’min Tiirkiye-Rusya lliskilerine Olast Etkileri’, (2022)
13 (23) Bilge Strateji 30.

30
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ortaya ¢ikan siyasi ve hukuki tablo ele alinacaktir. Makalede son olarak konuya
iligkin tespitlere ve dngoriilere yer verilecektir.

I. BOLGESEL GUVENLIK ACISINDAN EL-AKSA TUFANI VE
DEMIR KILICLAR OPERASYONU

7 Ekim 2023 tarihinde HAMAS 1 silahli kanad1 1zzeddin el-Kassam Tugaylari,
Israil’e yonelik olarak “El Aksa Tufam” adiyla genis kapsamli bir saldiri
baglatmistir. HAMAS’1n bu siirpriz saldirisi ile 845’1 sivil olmak {izere 1200
Israilli 6ldiiriilmiis, 5000°den fazla kisi yaralannms ve 251 kisi ise rehin
alinmistir.>’ HAMAS, 7 Ekim’de Israil’de diizenledigi saldnlarin gerekgesine
iliskin olarak 17 sayfalik bir rapor yaymlamustir’> ve séz konusu raporda saldirisin
Israil’in Filistin topraklarinda “devam eden isgaline”, Gazze Seridi’ndeki
“ablukaya”, “yasadisi Israil yerlesimlerinin genislemesine”, “artan Israil
yerlesimci siddetine” ve son zamanlarda yasanan gerginliklere tepki olarak
gerceklestigini ileri siirmiistiir.*?

HAMAS’1n bu siirpriz baskin karsisinda Israil BM Sarti madde 51°de yer alan
ve dogal olan mesru miidafaa hakkina dayanarak 2,3 milyon insanin yasadigi
140 km karelik Gazze’ye yogun bir hava bombardimani baslatmustir.** Israil’in
saldirilar1 neticesinde 1,7 milyon sivil zorla yerinden edilmis ve Refah’a sigmmustir.*
Israil, giivenlik gerekgesi ile 2009°dan bu yana uyguladigi ablukay: iyice
sikilagtirmig, abluka kurallarimi ihlal ederek sivilleri a¢ birakmis, insani
yardimlarin girisini engellemis ve Gazze halkim kolektif cezalandirmaya tabi
tutmustur. Nitekim BM Gazze Arastirma ve Sorusturma Komisyonu 16 Eyliil
2025 tarihinde yaymladigi raporda Israil’in Gazze’de “soykirrm” sugunu

31 Susan M. Akram, ‘The failures of the UN in the Israel-Palestine Conflict’, (Open Global Rights
2024), <https://www.openglobalrights.org/failures-un-israel-palestine-conflict/> s.e.t. 7
Haziran 2024.

32 Euronews, ‘HAMAS’tan 7 Ekim Raporu: Saldin Savunma Eylemiydi’, (2024),

<https://tr.euronews.com/2024/01/22/HAMAStan-7-ekim-raporu-saldiri-savunma-

eylemiydi> s.e.t. 6 Haziran 2024.

Mazi Udegbulem, ‘Israel’s Right of Self Defence and The Use of Civilian Facilities as Military

Centers Gaza: An Appraisal International Humanitarian Law’, (2022/2023) 9, Journal of

Commercial and Contemporary Law 97.

34 UNSC/2023/742.
35

33

Euronews, ‘Israil’in kara harekat: i¢in Refah’1 bosaltma emri dis diinyada tepki cekiyor’,
(2024), https://tr.euronews.com/2024/05/06/israilin-kara-harekati-icin-refahi-bosaltma-emri-
dis-dunyada-tepki-cekiyor s.e.t. 6 Haziran 2024.
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isledigini teyit etmistir.’® Gergekten Israil’in uyguladigi soykirim politikast
neticesinde iki seneyi dolduran Gazze Savasi’nda 67.160 kisi 6lmiis, 169.679
kisi yaralanmis ve Gazze bir moloz yigiina doniigsmiistiir. Gazze’de yasanan
insanlik drami karsisinda Filistin’i tanmiyan devlet sayisinda biiyiik bir artig
olmus, Kanada, Ingiltere, Fransa, Belgika, Portekiz, Liiksemburg, Malta,
Monako, Avusturalya gibi devletler Filistin’i devlet olarak tanimistir. Boylece
Filistin’i devlet olarak tamyan BM iiyesi iilke sayis1 157’ye ulasmistir.’’
Uluslararas1 kamuoyunun artan baskisi karsisinda ABD bagkani1 Trump 29 Eyliil
2025 tarihinde savasi sona erdirmek amaci ile 20 maddelik bir baris plam
onermistir. Israil’in Gazze’den cekilmesi, HAMAS’ n tiim rehineleri serbest
birakmasi ve silahsizlandirilmasi, insani yardimlarin serbest birakilmasi ve
silahsizlandirilmas:  “Baris Kurulu/Konseyi” tarafindan yonetilmesi gibi
kosullar1 igermektedir.®® S6z konusu plann yiiriirliige girip girmeyecegi heniiz
net degil ancak bu planin Dogu Akdeniz bolgesindeki deniz yetki alanlarinin
paylasimi1 ve enerji giivenligi acisindan c¢ok Onemli sonuclar doguracagi
asikardir. Bolgede yasanan tim bu son ve Onemli gelismelerin etki ve
sonuglarinin neler oldugunu ortaya koyabilmek igin dncelikle 7 Ekim 2023
oncesi donemde Dogu Akdeniz bdlgesinde hakim olan hukuki ve siyasi
manzaraya bakmak gereklidir.

II. 7 EKiM GAZZE SAVASI ONCESi DOGU AKDENIZ’DE SiYASIi VE
HUKUKIi DURUM

7 Ekim Gazze Savasi oncesi Dogu Akdeniz bolgesindeki siyasi manzara,
ylriitilen “gaz diplomasisinin” bir sonucu olarak “bir normallesme donemi”
olarak karakterize edilebilir.’* Ocak 2019°da kurulan DAGF “gaz
diplomasisinin” bir drnegini olusturmustur.*’ Gaz jeo-ekonomisi, alt bolgede
rekabetin yani sira devletlerarasi isbirligi agisindan 6nemli bir gii¢ haline gelmis

36 BBC, ‘BM  Komisyonu:  fIsrail ~ Gazze’de  Soykinm  Yaptr’,  (2025)
<https://www.bbc.com/turkce/articles/c5y5628jmy30> s.e.t. 6 Ekim 2025.

37 Anadolu Ajanst, ‘Filistin’i Devletini Tantyan BM Uyesi Ulkelerin Sayis1 157°ye Cikt1’, (2025)
<https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/dunya/filistin-devletini-taniyan-bm-uyesi-ulkelerin-sayisi-157ye-
cikti/3695956 s.e.t> 6 Ekim 2025.

3% BBC, ‘Trump’mn Gazze Plan1 Hangi Engellerle Kargt Karsiya?, (2025),
<https://www.bbc.com/turkce/articles/c I mxkkvvplOo> s.e.t. 6 Ekim 2025.

3 Mustafa Cirakli ve Nur Kopriili, ‘Why the War in Gaza Matters for the Eastern
Mediterranean’, (2024) 26, Horizons: Journal of International Relations and Sustainable
Development 147.

40 Cirakli ve Kopriilii (n 39) 149.



TASDEMIR & OZER 449

ve Yunanistan, Kibris, Israil, Misir ve Korfez Devletleri arasinda halihazirda
ortaya ¢ikmakta olan jeopolitik uyumu giiglendirmistir.*'

Bu dénemde Iran ile Suudi Arabistan arasindaki uzun siiredir devam eden
rekabet*? Cin’in arabuluculuk ¢abalari sonucu bir duraklama donemine girmistir.
Nihayetinde iki iilke 10 Mart 2023’te yeniden diplomatik iliskiler tesis etme ve
biiyiikelgiliklerini agma konusunda anlastiklarini duyurmustur. Bu yumusama ve
normallesme siirecinin vekalet savaglari ve bolgesel catigmalar iizerinde de
olumlu etkilerinin olacag1 hatta Suriye’yi de kapsayabilecegi dngoriilmiistiir.**

Bu dénemde Israil, Dogu Akdeniz’deki giivenlik ve ekonomik ¢ikarlarini hem
bolgesel hem de kiiresel aktorlerle gelistirdigi diplomatik iliskilerle pekistirmeye
caligmigtir. Bu baglamda Israil’in Arap diinyasiyla kurdugu iliskilerde bir
degisim yasanmistir. Nitekim 2020’deki Ibrahim Anlasmalar1 cercevesinde
Israil, Birlesik Arap Emirlikleri (BAE), Bahreyn, Fas ve Sudan ile iliskilerini
normallestirmistir. Bu anlagmalar, Israil’in bolgesel giivenlik ve enerji
stratejilerini daha da giiglendirmisti. Israil ile tarihi rakipleri arasindaki bu
uzlagma egiliminin Suudi Arabistan’1t da kapsamas1 beklenmekteydi. Hatta bu
dinamiklerin Filistin sorununun ¢6ziimiine zemin hazirlayabilecegi ve gercek bir
Filistin devletinin kurulmasina yol acabilecegi dahi 6ne siiriilmekteydi. **

7 Ekim Gazze Savas1t Oncesi donemde Dogu Akdeniz bdlgesinde yasanan
gelismeleri Israil ve Filistin cephesinden uluslararasi hukuk perspektifiyle ayri
ayr1 degerlendirmek faydali olacaktir.

41 Joshua Krasna, ‘A Long Hot Summer for Eastern Mediterranean Gas Politics’, (Foreign Policy

Research Institute 2023), <https://www.fpri.org/article/2023/09/a-long-hot-summer-for-
eastern-mediterranean-gas-politics/> s.e.t. 13 Kasim 2024.

Fatma Tasdemir, ‘Yemen I¢ Savasinda Suudi Arabistan Liderligindeki Koalisyon
Devletlerinin Askeri Miidahalesi ve Uluslararast Hukuk’, (Ed.) Firat Purtas, Uluslararas:
Iliskilere Tarihsel Bir Bakis: Prof. Dr. Refet Yinang'a Armagan, (Nobel Yaymcilik 2019) 339-
341.

Mustafa Caner, ‘Iran-Suudi Arabistan Normallesme Anlasmasi Sebepleri ve Sonuglarr’,
(2023) 65, SETA 1-4.

Ignazio Alcamo, ‘The energy security dynamics around the Israel-Hamas war and their
implications for the future of the Gaza Marine gas field’, (Istituto Analisi Relazioni
Internazionali 2024), <https://iari.site/2024/06/11/the-energy-security-dynamics-around-the-
israel-hamas-war-and-their-implications-for-the-future-of-the-gaza-marine-gas-
field/#google vignette> s.e.t. 6 Kasim 2024.
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1. Israil Cephesinden Dogu Akdeniz

Israil, Dogu Akdeniz’deki jeopolitik, jeo-ekonomik, jeo-stratejik, jeo-enerji ve
giivenlik dinamiklerinin sekillenmesinde 6énemli rol oynayan etkin bir aktordiir.
Dogu Akdeniz’deki en dar kiy1 seridine sahip iilkelerden biri olan Israil, 30
kilometrekarelik sahiliyle bir “gaz adasi”dir. 2009 yilinda Tamar sahasinda 300
milyar metrekiip ve Leviathan sahasinda 600 milyar metrekiip olmak iizere
onemli miktarda dogal gaz rezervleri kesfetmistir.*’ Israil’in gaz rezervleri son
on yilda sondaj ve arama faaliyetleri neticesinde % 40 artig géstermis ve gaz
rezervleri 2012°de 780 milyar metrekiipten 2022 sonunda 1087 milyar
metrekiipe ¢ikmistir.*® Gazin basta enerji sektorii olmak iizere toplam 1271
milyar metrekiipi yurt icinde tiiketilirken, 921 milyar metrekiipii ise ihrag
edilmistir. Ekim 2022’de {iretime baslayan daha kiigiik Karish sahasinin yani sira
Leviathan ve Tamar’in gelistirilmesi ile 2026 yilina kadar yilda 15 milyar
metrekiipten fazla arz ekleyecektir. Boyle bir artig Israil’e ciddi bir gelir
getirecektir. Israil’in AB’ye potansiyel gaz ihracati Moskova’ya olan
bagimliliklari1  azaltmak isteyen Avrupali hiikiimetler i¢in yararh
olabilecektir.”’ Dolayisiyla 2022’den bu yana Rusya-Ukrayna Savasi nedeni ile
yasanan enerji krizi hesaba katildiginda Israil’in rezervlerinin Avrupa’ya en ucuz
yollarla nakli biiyiilk 6nem tagimaktadir. Dolayisiyla 7 Ekim oncesi donemde
Israil’in temel amaglarindan bir tanesi hayati dnem tastyan enerji giivenligini
saglamak ve Arap komsulartyla iliskilerini iyilestirmede gaz rezervlerini
“diplomatik bir ara¢” olarak kullanmakt1.*®

A. Israil-Misir Hattindaki Gelismeler

Gazze Savasi dncesi donemde 6nemli gelismelerden bir tanesi Israil’in Misir ile
enerji igbirligini genisletmesidir. Bu siirece AB’de destek vermistir. AB, Misir

45 Krasna (n41).

46 Reuters, ‘Israel’s gas reserves grew by 40% over past decade’, (2023),
<https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/israels-gas-reserves-grew-by-40-over-past-
decade-report-2023-06-22/> s.e.t. 23 Kasim 2024.

Noam Raydan, ‘The Gaza War’s Impact on Energy Security in the East Mediterranean’, (The
Washington Institute 2023), <https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/gaza-wars-
impact-energy-security-east-mediterranean> s.e.t. 05 Aralik 2024.

Sujata Ashwarya, ‘Natural Gas Discoveries and Israel’s Energy Security’, (Georgetown
Journal of International Affairs 2020), <https://gjia.georgetown.edu/2020/05/25/natural-gas-
discoveries-and-israels-energy-security/> s.e.t. 23 Ekim 2024.
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ve Israil ile 15 Haziran 2022’de bir Mutabakat Zapt: imzalamistir.*” Buna gore
her iki iilkede de iiretilen gazin, Misir’in az kullanilan iki sivilastirilmis dogal
gaz (LNGQG) tesisi (Shell tarafindan isletilen Edku tesisi ve Eni tarafindan isletilen
Damietta tesisi) aracilifiyla kitaya gonderilmesine iliskin bir mutabakata
varilmisgtir.

Israil hiikiimetinin rakamlarma gére gaz ihracatinin % 63’ii Misir’a , % 37’si ise
Urdiin’e yapilmaktadir. Dolayistyla her iki iilkede Israil gazina bagimlidir.
HAMAS’n siirpriz saldirisindan iki giin sonra 9 Ekim’de Israil, giivenlik
endiseleri nedeniyle ikinci biiyiik gaz sahasi olan Tamar’in iiretimini 5 hafta
siireyle askiya almistir.® Daha sonra Israil’in Askelon’daki petrol terminali de
kapatilmigtir ve Israil’in ham petrol ithalat1 kesintiye ugramistir.”' Tamar gaz
tesisinin gegici olarak kapatilmasi, Misir’a giden akisin kesintiye ugramasina
neden olarak Kahire’nin enerji kithgmin derinlesmesine neden olmus ve
kirilganligini ortaya ¢ikarmistir.>?

B. israil-Liibnan Hattindaki Gelismeler

22 Kasim 1943 yilinda bagimsiz olan Liibnan’in Israil ile sadece kara smnir
sorunlar1™ degil deniz yetki alanlarimin paylasimi konusunda da nemli sorunlar
vardir. Bu problem, Liibnan’mm Ocak 2017°de agik deniz alanim1 10 parsele
boldiikten sonra, 4 ve 9 numaral parselleri ihaleye sunmasiyla baslamistir.
Bunun iizerine Israil, karsi adim atarak bu bes bolgeden iiciiniin kendi
karasularinda oldugunu iddia edip, deniz siirlarinin belirlenmesine yonelik bir
kanunu Meclis’inden onaylatmistir.> Thtilafli alanda 1,7 milyar metrekiip varil

49 Euronews, ‘Avrupa Birligi Rusya’ya bagimliligini azaltmak igin Israil ve Misir ile dogal gaz

anlasmas1 imzaladr’, (2022), <https://tr.euronews.com/2022/06/15/israil-ile-avrupa-birligi-
nin-dogal-gaz-ihracat-icin-anlasma-yapacag-duyuruldu> s.e.t. 23 Kasim 2024.

Antonia Dimou, ‘East Mediterranean Energy Projects Amid Israel-Hamas War’, (Modern
Diplomacy 2024), <https://moderndiplomacy.eu/2024/07/24/east-mediterranean-energy-
projects-amid-israel-hamas-war/> s.e.t. 14 Ekim 2024.

5l Raydan (n 47).

2. Dimou (n 50).

53 Yasin Athoglu, ‘Liibnan’in Giiney Simri: Catisma, Isgal ve Toprak Ihtilafi’, (2024) 11 (2),
Tiirkiye Ortadogu Caligmalar1 Dergisi 5-21.

Haydar Orug, ‘Israil ve Filistin’in Dogu Akdeniz Politikas’, (Ed.) Ismail Numan Telci ve
Recep Yorulmaz, Uluslararas: Siyasette Dogu Akdeniz, (Ortadogu Yayinlar1 2020) 219-220.
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ham petrol ve 112 trilyon metrekiipp dogal gaz rezervi bulundugu ileri
siiriilmektedir.>

7 Ekim 2022’de 6nemli bir gelisme yasanmis ve ABD’nin arabuluculuk ¢abalari
sonucu sdz konusu tartismali deniz alanlarma iliskin olarak Israil ile Liibnan
arasinda “hakca ilkeler” esas alnarak tarihi bir deniz sinir1 anlagmasi
imzalanmistir.’® Antlasma, hem bir simir ¢izmekte hem de sinir 6tesi kaynaklarin
ortak yonetimine iligkin ilkeleri belirlemektedir.’” Ne var ki 7 Ekim 2023’te
baglayan Gazze Savasi’na Hizbullah’in 8 Ekim 2023’te miidahil olmasi
neticesinde bu anlagsmanin akibeti tartigmali hale gelmistir. 8 Ekim’de baslayan
kontrollii catismalar zamanla tirmanmus, 27 Eyliil 2024°te Israil, Hizbullah’in
onde gelen lideri Hasan Nasrallah’1 6ldiirmiis ve 1 Ekim 2024°te Liibnan’1 bir
kez daha isgal etmistir. Iki iilke arasinda 27 Kasim 2024 tarihinde varilan ateskes
anlagmasi ile bolgede sular bir nebze olsun durulmustur.® Hem Israil saldirilari
hem de Haziran 2025°te gerceklesen ve 12 giin siiren Iran-Israil savasi
neticesinde Hizbullah askeri ve siyasi acidan zayiflamis ve artik bolgesel bir
“direnis ekseni lideri” olmaktan ¢ikmistir. Hizbullah’in zayiflamasi neticesinde
ortaya ¢ikan bu giic boslugu ise Liibnan’1 yeni bir siyasal doniigiimiin esigine
getirmistir.

C. Israil-GKRY Hattindaki Gelismeler

Israil’in GKRY ile deniz yetki alanlarinin paylasimi konusunda sorunlari vardu.
Israil GKRY nin ilan ettigi “Afrodit” sahasi ile “Yishai” gaz saha smirmin

55 Anadolu Ajansi, ‘Dogu Akdeniz’de Liibnan Israil Anlagmazligi Tiirkiye’ye Yarayabilir’,

(2019), <https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/analiz/dogu-akdenizde-lubnan-israil-anlasmazligi-
turkiyeye-yarayabilir/1547663> s.e.t. 4 Kasim 2024.

Exchange of Letters Constituting a Maritime Agreement Between the State of Israel and the
Lebanese Republic (with letters, 18 October 2022), Agreement Series No. 57582, signed
October 27, 2022, United Nations Treaty
Collection,<https://treaties.un.org/Pages/showDetails.aspx?0bjid=08000002806029d5&clang
= en.<s.e.t. 15 Haziran 2025; Raydan (n 46).

Yiicel Acer ve Sultan Suanur Simsek, ‘Israil-Liibnan Deniz Sinir1 Antlagmas1® (2022) 379,
SETA 8.

Anadolu Ajansi, ‘Israil Ordusu, Liibnan ile Yaptigi Ateskes Anlasmasiu Thlal Etmeyi
Siirdiirtiyor’,  (2024),  <https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/dunya/israil-ordusu-lubnan-ile-yaptigi-
ateskes-anlasmasini-ihlal-etmeyi-surduruyor/3410464> s.e.t. 17 Aralik 2024.
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cakistigmi iddia etmektedir.”® Ancak 19 Eyliil 2022°de taraflar bu konularda
anlasmustir.** Bu anlasma taraflar arasindaki enerji isbirligini giiclendirmistir.

D. israil-Tiirkiye Hattindaki Gelismeler

7 Ekim o6ncesi Israil ve Tiirkiye'nin Dogu Akdeniz’deki politikalari, biiyiik
Olglide deniz yetki alanlari, enerji kaynaklari, boélgesel ittifaklar ve
jeopolitik rekabet ekseninde sekillenmistir. Aslinda Israil’in Tiirkiye ile bir
deniz st yoktur fakat halihazirda Israil’deki dogal gaz rezervlerinin
Avrupa’ya nakli konusu iki iilke agisindan da biiyiik 6nem tasimaktadir. Dogu
Akdeniz’deki GKRY ve Israil’in yetki alanlarinda bulunan bélgelerden ¢ikarilan
dogal gazin, Yunanistan ve italya iizerinden Avrupa’ya tasmmasin hedefleyen
East-Med Boru Hatt1 Projesi, 2 Ocak 2020 tarihinde Atina’da imzalanan bir
anlasma ile resmen onaylanmistir.®’ Dogu Akdeniz Boru Hatt1 Anlasmast’yla
yilda 12 milyar metre kiip dogalgazin tasinmasi planlanmaktadir. Hattin
maliyetinin 6-15 milyar dolar olacagi tahmin edilmektedir.* Bu anlasma
bolgedeki iilkeleri birbirleri ile yakinlagmaya ve cephelesmeye itmektedir.*?
Israil bu dénemde dogalgaz enerji politikasint GKRY, Yunanistan ve Misir ile
¢izmek istemistir. Zira Tiirkiye ile Israil arasindaki siyasi iliskiler, 2009 yilinda
“one minute”, 2010°da “al¢ak koltuk krizi’, 31 Mayis 2010°da “Mavi Marmara
baskinr” gibi olaylar nedeni ile kopma noktasina gelmistir.* israil Tiirkiye nin
biraktig1 “stratejik boslugu ve yalnmizligi bélgesel ve bolge dist devietlerle
ekonomik, askeri ve savunma alanminda anlasmalar yaparak” gidermeye
caligmistir. East-Med Boru Hatti Projesi disinda yakin dénemde yapilan bu
anlagmalar arasinda 9 Nisan 2021 Yunanistan-Misir-GKRY Askeri Isbirligi

5 Anadolu Ajansi, ‘Israil ile GKRY Arasmnda Gaz Sahasi Krizi’, (2019),
<https://www.aa.com.tr/tr/dunya/israil-ile-guney-kibris-rum-yonetimi-arasinda-gaz-sahasi-
krizi/1668787> s.e.t. 5 Kasim 2024.

60 Acer ve Simsek (n 57) 8.

6 Mat, Kése ve Armagan (n 20) 1078.

92 Gamze Alper, ‘Uluslararast Hukuk Cercevesinde Dogu Akdeniz’deki Miinhasir Ekonomik

Bélge Ilanlart ve Sinirlandirmalari: Tiirkiye’nin Giivenligi ve KKTC Uzerindeki Etkiler’,
(2020) 2 (2), Anadolu Strateji Dergisi 33.

Omer Fuad Kahraman, ‘Dogu Akdeniz Enerji Sarmalimi Israil Enerji Politikalari
Penceresinden Degerlendirmek’, (2019), Ortadogu Etiitleri 430-431.

Fatma Tasdemir, ‘Giincel Gelismeler Isiginda Israil’in Ulusal Giivenligine Yonelik Tehdit ve

Firsatlarin Tiirkiye nin Ulusal Giivenligi Uzerine Yansimalar1’, (Ed.) Umut Kedikli ve Gokhan
Telatar, Bolgesel Giivenlik Sorunlar: Ekseninde Tiirkiye, (Nobel Yayincilik 2021) 235-236.
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Anlasmas1;*® 18 Nisan 2021 Israil-Yunanistan Savunma Tedarik Anlasmas1;*® 15
Eyliil 2020 Israil-BAE-Bahreyn Normallesme Anlagmasi®’ bulunmaktadir. 24
Subat 2022’de baslayan Rusya-Ukrayna Savasi, Dogu Akdeniz’deki siyasi ve
hukuki dengelerin yeniden sekillenmesine yol agmigtir. Tiirkiye’nin bu dénemde
yildiz1 yeniden parlamistir.®® Akabinde 7 Subat 2023 depremi ile birlikte Tiirkiye
Israil dahil Yunanistan, BAE, Misir, Suudi Arabistan gibi bolgesel giiclerle
iligkilerini normallestirmeye baslamis ve “Mavi Vatan” doktrinini
yumusatmistir.”” Ancak 7 Ekim 2023 Gazze Savasi Israil ile olan siyasi
normallesme siirecini hizla sona erdirmistir. Gazze Savasi sonrast donemde barig
planinin hayata gegmesi halinde taraflar arasinda siyasi iliskiler diisiik profilde
seyretse bile enerji ve ticaret gibi alanlarda ytiksek bir profilde devam edecegi
sOylenebilir.

2. Filistin Devleti Cephesinden Dogu Akdeniz Politikas1

Gazze Seridi, kuzey ve dogusunda Israil, giineyinde Misir ve batisinda Akdeniz
ile ¢evrili, yaklagik 41 kilometre uzunlugunda ve 10 kilometre genisliginde,
toplamda 365 kilometrekarelik bir alan1 kaplayan uzun ve dar bir bolgedir.”
Gazze Seridi’nin varligi nedeni ile Filistin Dogu Akdeniz’de sahildar bir
devlettir. Filistin sorunu dini, siyasi ve tarihsel nedenleri olan koklii bir
sorundur.”’ Filistin’in Dogu Akdeniz’deki deniz yetki alanlarini tespit ve ilan
eden 2015 ve 2019°daki tek tarafli Deklarasyonlari ile Filistin sorunu artik deniz

5 SSD, ‘Mistr, Yunanistan ve Giiney Kibris Arasinda Askeri Isbirligi Anlasmasr’, (2021),

<https://savunmasanayiidergilik.com/tr/HaberDergilik/Misir-Y unanistan-ve-Guney-Kibris-
arasinda-askeri-isbirligi-anlasmasi> s.e.t. 23 Ekim 2024.

Euronews, ‘Israil ile Yunanistan Arasinda Bugiine Kadarki En Biiyilk Savunma Anlasmasi
Imzaland’,  (2021),  <https:/tr.euronews.com/2021/04/18/israil-ile-yunanistan-aras-nda-
bugune-kadarki-en-buyuk-savunma-anlasmas-imzalandi> s.e.t. 23 Kasim 2024.

Euronews, ‘Israil, BAE ve Bahreyn Arasinda Varilan ligkilerin Normallestirilmesi Anlasmas1
Imzalandr’, (2020), <https:/tr.euronews.com/2020/09/15/israil-bae-ve-bahreyn-aras-nda-var-
lan-iliskilerin-normallestirilmesi-anlasmas-abd-de-imza> s.e.t. 23 Kasim 2024.

% Oktav (n 30) 18-19.

% The International Institute for Strategic Studies, ‘Turbulence in the Eastern Mediterranean:
Geopolitical, Security and Energy Dynamics’, (2023),
<https://www.iiss.org/publications/strategic-dossiers/strategic-dossier-preview-turbulence-in-
the-eastern-mediterranean/> s.e.t. 19 Kasim 2024.

BBC, ‘Israil-Filistin Sorunu: Gazze Seridi’ne Israil Neden Abluka Uyguluyor, Bolgede Yasam
Nasil?’, (2021), <https://www.bbc.com/turkce/haberler-dunya-57065624> s.e.t. 12 Aralik
2024.

Miebaka Nabiebu vd., ‘The Israeli-Palestinian Conflict: Implications for the Principles of
Distinction and Self-Defence in International Humanitarian Law’, (2024) 7 (1), GNOSI: An
Interdisciplinary Journal of Human Theory and Praxis 135.
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alanina da yaymustir.”? Artik Israil-Filistin uyusmazliginin nedenleri arasia
deniz yetki alanlarinin paylasimi ve enerji giivenligi boyutu da eklenmistir.

Filistin ile Israil arasinda 1999 yilinda imzalanan anlasma ¢ergevesinde, Dogu
Akdeniz’de ilk hidrokarbon kesfinin gergeklestirildigi Gazze Deniz sahasinin
kullanim hakki, 35 yil siireyle Filistin’e verilmistir. Filistin y&netimi, 2000
yilinda yaptig1 bir anlagsma ile bdlgenin isletme iznini 25 yil siireyle ingiliz gaz
sirketi British Gas (BG) liderligindeki konsorsiyuma devretmistir. BG, kiyidan
yaklastk 36 km uzakliktaki sahada gergeklestirdigi aramada 32 milyar
metrekiipliik bir dogalgaz rezervi kesfetmistir.”* Bu bolgede bulunan giivenilir
gaz rezervinin 4 milyar dolar degerinde olacagi ve Filistin’in 15 yillik enerji
ihtiyacim karsilayacagi ongériilmiistiir.”* Ancak 2000 yilinda baslayan II.
Intifadayr mazeret gosteren Israil hiikiimeti, aldig1 bir kararla L bélgesini
giivenlik alani ilan etmis ve bu karar sonucu Filistinlilerin erigebilecegi alan1 20
mil ile sinirlamgtir.”

Israil’in 2005°de Gazze’den gekilmesi ise gostermelik bir ¢ekilme olmustur.”
2007°de Gazze Seridi’nde liderlik miicadelesi yiiziinden El-Fetih ile HAMAS
arasinda c¢ikan anlagmazliklar, taraflar arasinda siddetli ¢atigmalara
dontigmiistiir. El-Fetih 2007°de Gazze’den ¢ikartilmis, HAMAS Gazze’de
sosyal, ekonomik, siyasi hayat: kontrol altina almustir. Israil ise 3 Ocak 2009°da
Gazze’ye siiresiz ve siki bir kara, hava ve deniz ablukasi uygulamaya baglamustir.
Gazze’ye yonelik kat1 bir sekilde uygulanan Israil ablukasi Gazze halkim
“kolektif cezalandirmaya” tabi tutmustur.”” Gazze ablukas: ile Filistin’in deniz
yetki alanlarina iligkin tiim haklar1 ellerinden alinmistir.

Filistin egemen ve Dogu Akdeniz’e sahili olan bir devlet olarak 2 Ocak 2015°de
Birlesmis Milletler Deniz Hukuku So6zlesmesi’ne (BMDHS) taraf olmustur.

72 Bayillioglu (n 9) 680.

73 Alcamo (n 44).

7% Dursun Yildiz, “Israil’in Akdeniz’deki Gazze Dogalgazina Ilgisi Stratejik’, (Su Politikalar1
Dernegi  2023), <https://supolitikalaridernegi.org/2023/10/19/israilin-akdenizdeki-gazze-
dogalgazina-ilgisi-stratejik/> s.e.t. 13 Kasim 2024.

75 Orug (n 54) 222.

76 Fawad Siddiq Rana, ‘To What Extent Does A State Have The Right to Claim Self-Defence
Towards A Non-State Actor Acting Either Within or Outside of That State’s Territory?’,
(Bachelor’s Thesis, Swedish Defence University) 24-25.

77 Fatma Tasdemir, ‘Israil’in Ulusal Giivenlik Sorunlar1 ve Uluslararas1 Hukuk’, (Ed.) Umut
Kedikli ve Gokhan Telatar, Bolgesel Giivenlik Sorunlar: Ekseninde Tiirkiye, (Nobel Yayincilik
2021) 206-210.
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Filistin 31 Agustos 2015°de tek tarafli bir Deklarasyon’la BMDHS uygun olarak
Filistin devletinin karasulari, bitisik bolgesi, kita sahanligi ve Miinhasir
Ekonomik Bolge (MEB) alanimi sinirlandirdigini bildirmis ancak herhangi bir
koordinat vermemistir. 24 Ekim 2019’da ise bir bagka tek yanli Deklarasyonla
BMDHS’nin 3, 4, 5, 33 ve 57. maddeleri ger¢evesinde Filistin devletinin
karasular, bitisik bolgesi, kita sahanligt ve MEB alanlan ile bu alanlarin
ol¢iildiigii esas hatlarin sinirlandirildigini belirtilmis ve acik koordinatlar tespit
etmistir. Filistin normal esas hat uygulayarak 12 mil karasulari, 24 mil bitigik
bolgesi, 200 deniz mili kita sahanligi ve MEB alanmi ilan etmistir. Cakisma
halinde sorunlarin “uluslararasi hukuk ilkeleri” ve “hakkaniyet ilkesi” dikkate
alinarak yargisal ¢oziim yoluna gidilecegi belirtilmistir.”® Bdylece Filistin
devleti, tek tarafli islemleri ile GKRY-Israil-Misir kavsagna kars1 ¢cikmistir.”
Israil ve Misir bu siirlandirma islemlerine itiraz etmistir. Israil, Filistin’in bir
devlet olmadigini iddia ererken, Misir ise sinirlandirma hukuku ¢ercevesinde
itirazlarini yiikseltmistir.*® Sonug olarak 7 Ekim 6ncesi donemde Israil Filistin’in
deniz yetki alanlan tizerinde “fiili isgal” uygulamakta ve Filistin’in dogal
kaynaklarin1 bagimsizca gelistirmesine izin vermemektedir.

Haziran 2023’te Israil, Filistin Yonetimi ve Misir’in arasinda Gazze Deniz Gaz
Sahasi’nin gelistirilmesi konusunda isbirligi yapilmasina dair bir prensip
kararina varilmig olmasi enerji kaynaklarmin etkin kullanilmasi ve bdlgesel
istikrarin saglanmasi agisindan sessizce bir firsat penceresi agmistir. Karara gore,
Misirli EGAS liderligindeki bir konsorsiyum gaz ¢ikarimini denetleyecek, Misir
gazi satin alacak ve onu bir gaz boru hatt1 araciligiyla Arish liman kentine
tasiyacak ve bdylece Avrupa’ya LNG ihracatim kolaylastiracaktir.®! Bu karar
Israil’in Filistin’e kars1 “tam tecrit” politikasi yerine Filistin ile sinirl bir
isbirligini tercih ettigini diisiindiirmiistiir.** Ne var ki 7 Ekim Gazze Savasi’nin
baglamasi ile bu firsat penceresi kapanmustir.

7 Ekim sonrasi Israil Gazze’yi bosaltmis ve askeri acidan isgal etmistir.
Gazze’deki ¢atismalar siirerken, Israil 29 Ekim 2023 ’te uluslararas: hukuka gore
Filistin’in deniz yetki sahasi olarak kabul edilen bolgelerde dogal gaz
aragtirmalar1  yapmalar1 i¢in alt1 uluslararas1 sirkete lisans verdigini

78 Bayillioglu (n 9) 684.
7% Bayillioglu (n 9) 720.
80 Bayillioglu (n 9) 723.
81 Alcamo (n 44).
82 Alcamo (n 44).
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aciklamustir.*® Bu girisim uluslararas1 hukuku bir kez daha ihlal etmistir. Zira
Israil, Gazze Seridi’nde isgalci bir giictiir* ve isgalci giiciin bu kaynaklar
iizerinde tasarrufta bulunmasi ya da yetki sahibi olmasi Filistin’in egemenliginin
ihlali demektir.

II1. 7 EKIiM GAZZE SAVASI SONRASI DOGU AKDENiZ’DE DENiZ
YETKi ALANLARI VE ENERJi GUVENLiIGi SORUNU

7 Ekim 2023’te baslayan ve iki yilin1 dolduran Gazze Savasi, Dogu Akdeniz
bolgesinde jeopolitik dengeleri onemli oOlgiide degistirmis hukuki, siyasi,
ekonomik, giivenlik ve insani agilardan bolgesel ve kiiresel ¢apta Onemli
sonuglar dogurmustur.

Filistin cephesinden iki yilin1 dolduran savasin sonunda 67 bin kisinin 6ldigii
Filistin, biiyiik bir yikima ugramis ve yasanmaz bir hale gelmistir. Savagin on
besinci ayinda Gazze Seridindeki binalarin % 601 zarar gérmiis, hastane, okul,
tarim arazileri ve altyap1 sistemleri tahrip olmustur. Bu siirecte Gazze’de 1.8
milyon kisi kitlikla karsi karsiya kalmis ve yoksulluk %100 artmis, Gazze
ekonomisi % 86 daralmayla en biiyiik ekonomik daralmay1 yasamistir UNCTAD
raporuna gore savagin yarattigi maliyet 18.5 milyon dolardir. Bu miktar,
Gazze’nin 2022’deki gayrisafi yurtici hasilasinin yaklasik yedi kati olup, Diinya
Bankasi’na gore, Gazze nin ekonomisini 2022 seviyesine geri dondiirmenin 350
yil alabilecegi dngoriilmiistiir.*

7 Ekim Gazze Savasi, Gazze bdlgesinin ve Filistin devletinin gelecegine iliskin
belirsizlikleri daha da artirmistir. Ozellikle Trump yonetiminin 29 Eyliil 2025
tarihli Gazze plani, bolgesel gilivenlik mimarisi ve Filistin’in devletlesme siireci
acisindan yeni bir kirilma noktasi yaratmistir. Plan, goriintirde ekonomik
kalkinma ve istikrar vurgusu tasisa da, Gazze'nin siyasal egemenligini
smirlayarak Filistin’in self-determinasyon hakkin fiilen zayiflatmaktadir. Bu
durum, Birlesmis Milletler Genel Kurulu’nun 181 (II) ve 3236 (XXIX) sayih
kararlarinda tanimlanan Filistin halkinin kendi kaderini tayin hakki ilkesiyle
celismektedir. Israil’in giivenlik kaygilari {izerinden mesrulastirilan bu yaklagim,
Filistin topraklarinin parcalanmis statiisiinii kalic1 hale getirirken, Filistin’in
uluslararast hukukta taninan devlet olma kapasitesini daha da zayiflatmaktadir.

8 Alcamo (n 44).

84 Acer ve Simgek (n 57) 11; Rana (n 76) 24-25.

8 BBC, ‘Haritalarla  Yikim: Gazze 15 Ayda Nasil  Degisti?’,  (2025),
<https://www.bbc.com/turkce/articles/crlkk91kwn50> s.e.t. 21 Ocak 2025.
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Dolayisiyla, plan kisa vadede ekonomik kazanimlar sunsa da, uzun vadede
egemenlik, toprak biitiinliigii ve siyasi 0z-yonetim gibi temel unsurlarn
asindirarak Filistin’in tam devlet statiisiine erisimini geciktirecektir. Ustelik
“hukuk ve adalet ilkelerini hice sayarak baris1 zorla dayatmak, gelecekte
daha fazla adaletsizlik, siddet ve istikrarsizlik yaratacaktir”.*

7 Ekim 2023’ten itibaren Israil’in Gazze, Hizbullah, Hamas, Iran ve Husilerle
yiiriittiigii cok katmanli catisma siireci, Israil acisindan biiyiik firsatlari
beraberinde getirmistir Israil, bu dénemde asimetrik tehditlere karsi
caydiricihigini yeniden tesis etmis, ABD ve Bati miittefikleriyle giivenlik
koordinasyonunu derinlestirmis ve bolgesel savunma mimarisinde merkezi
aktor konumunu pekistirmistir. Bununla birlikte, Gazze’de yol ag¢tig1 insani
yikim Israil’in soykirrme1 bir devlet olarak tescillenmesine ve dolayisiyla
uluslararasi mesruiyet kaybina yol agcnstir.

Israil-Tiirkiye hattina baktigimizda 7 Ekim 2023’te baslayan Gazze Savasi en
basta Tiirkiye-Israil arasindaki iliskileri etkilemis, Gazze Savasi’nin hemen
Oncesinde baslayan iki iilke arasindaki siyasi normallesme siirecini sona
erdirmistir. Tiirkiye HAMAS’m 7 Ekim saldiris1 karsisinda ilk tepkisi taraflara
itidal ¢agrisi olmustur. HAMAS’in rehineleri serbest birakmasi konusunda
arabuluculuk yapmay1 iistlenmis; garantorliik teklifinde bulunmustur. Ancak
Israil’in Gazze’deki orantisiz askeri miidahalesinin yikici etkileri arttikga,
Ankara’nin Israil’e karsi tutumu giderek daha sert hale gelmistir. Tiirkiye, ilk
olarak biiytikelgisini geri ¢ekmis; enerji anlagmalarii durdurmus; Gazze’ye
destek gosterileri diizenlemis; Israil {iriinlerine kars1 genis capli bir boykot
kampanyas1 baslatmus; Israil’e silah ambargosu uygulanmasi igin uluslararasi
diizeyde cagrilar yapmus; Israil’in isledigi suclar nedeniyle uluslararas
mahkemede yargilanmast icin ¢aba sarf etmis; Israil’e kars: ticaret kisitlamalari
getirerek Tel Aviv yonetimine baski uygulamig; Batili iilkelerin HAMAS’1 ter6r
Orgiitli olarak tanimasma karsi g¢ikarak bu konudaki durusunu uluslararasi
platformda gii¢lii bir sekilde savunmus; ablukanin kaldirilmast i¢in yogun bir
lobi ¢aligmasi yapmus ve iki devletli ¢oziimiin giindemde kalmasini saglamustir.®’

86 Middle East Eye, ‘Why UN legal experts say Trump’s Gaza plan breaches international law’,

(2025), <https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/why-un-legal-experts-say-trumps-gaza-plan-
breaches-international-law> s.e.t. 6 Ekim 2025.

Gizem Zeynep Ozpmar, ‘Israil-Filistin Savasi’nin Tiirkiye’nin Gazze Politikasma Etkisi’,
(Tudpam 2024), <https://tudpam.org/israil-filistin-savasinin-turkiyenin-gazze-politikasina-
etkisi/> s.e.t. 25 Kasim 2024.
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Israil-Liibnan hattina baktigimizda 7 Ekim 2023’te baslayan Gazze Savasi ile
Liibnan-israil iliskileri bir kez daha bozulmustur. Israil ordusu ile HAMAS’a
destek vermek isteyen Hizbullah arasinda ¢atismalar 8 Ekim 2023’te baslamig
ve 27 Kasim 2024’te varilan ateskes anlagmasina kadar devam etmistir. Bu siire
iginde, Liibnan Saghik Bakanhgi'na gore, Israil’in Liibnan’a yonelik
saldirilarinda 3.500’{in {izerinde kisi hayatim1 kaybetmis, 15.000’den fazla kisi
yaralanmig ve 1,2 milyon kisi, yani Liibnan niifusunun dortte biri evlerini terk
etmek zorunda kalmustir.®® Gelinen noktada iki taraf arasindaki Gazze Savast
oncesi donemdeki “enerji diplomasisi” ¢okmiistiir. Israil Hizbullah’siz bir
Liibnan insa etmeye ¢aligmaktadir. Bu siiregte zaten zayif bir durumda olan
Liibnan hiikiimeti daha da zayiflamistir. Hizbullah’in Gazze’ye destek vermek
amactyla Israil’e kars: siirdiirdiigii eylemler, Liibnan’daki i¢ siyasi yapiyr da
etkileyerek, Liibnan’in ulusal gilivenligi {izerinde yeni bir risk faktorii
olusturmustur. 2020’den bu yana mali kriz yasayan Liibnan’m kirilgan enerji
sektorii lizerinde de ciddi olumsuz etkiler yaratmistir. Gittikge zayiflayan
Liibnan’in deniz yetki alanlarn ve potansiyel enerji kaynaklar1 iizerindeki
egemenlik haklar1 daha fazla tartigmaya agilmistir.

Israil, Misir ve Urdiin hattina baktigimizda Israil, Misir ve Urdiin ile 1979 ve
1994°te imzaladig1 barig anlagmalarindan bu yana bu iilkelerle ikili iligkilerini
siirdiirmektedir. Bu {ilkelerle olan iliskiler Israil’in Dogu Akdeniz’deki
giivenligini saglama agisindan da olduk¢a Onemlidir. HAMAS’m 7 Ekim
saldiris1 karsisinda bu iki iilkede Israil’i desteklemistir. Ancak Misir ve Urdiin
halklarmin Filistin’e duydugu giiclii sempati nedeniyle bu iki iilke i¢ siyasi
baskilarla karsi karsiya kalmistir. Israil ile ticari iliskilerin siirdiiriilmesine
tepkileri artmistir. Bu durum Misir ve Urdiin’iin hem i¢c hem de dis politikalarini
karmasiklagtirmistir.®

Israil-GKRY hattina baktigimizda 7 Ekim 2023’teki Gazze Savasi, Israil-GKRY
arasindaki giivenlik ve enerji alanindaki isbirligini daha da derinlestirmistir.
Oniimiizdeki siiregte de iki iilke arasindaki enerji ve bolgesel giivenlik isbirligi
projeleri iki iilke arasinda dnemli olmaya devam edecektir.

88 Euronews, ‘Israil Beyrut’a Bir Hafta Icinde Dordiincii Saldirisini Gergeklestirdi: En Az 11 Kisi

Oldii’, (2024),  <https:/tr.euronews.com/my-europe/2024/11/23/israil-beyruta-bir-hafta-
icinde-dorduncu-saldirisini-gerceklestirdi-en-az-11-kisi-oldu> s.e.t. 25 Kasim 2024.

8 Crrakh ve Kopriilii (n 39) 150-151.
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SONUC

Dogu Akdeniz bolgesi her daim hem bolgesel devletler hem de bolge dis1 giiglii
devletler acisindan jeo-politik, jeo-ekonomik ve jeo-stratejik agidan biiyiik Gnem
tagimistir. 2000°li yillardan beri bolgede kesfedilen enerji rezervleri bolgeyi
egemenlik miicadelelerinin daha da arttign kilit dnemde bir havza haline
getirmistir. 7 Ekim 2023’te baslayan ve halen devam eden Gazze Savasi yalnizca
Israil-Filistin agisindan degil ayn1 zamanda Dogu Akdeniz bdlgesindeki diger
aktorlerin deniz yetki alanlarini, giivenlik ve enerji politikalarin1 yeniden
sekillendirecek nitelikte onemli gelismelere kap1 aralamistir.

Oncelikle 7 Ekim Gazze Savas iki devletli ¢dziim planlarin rafa kaldirmis ve
Filistin devletinin gelecegini daha da belirsizlestirmistir. Uzun siiredir Filistin’in
deniz yetki alanlarindaki egemenlik iddialarin1 reddeden ve bolgedeki enerji
kesiflerini kendi giivenligi igin bir dncelik olarak goren Israil, HAMAS m 7
Ekim saldirisin1 bahane ederek Gazze’yi yeniden isgal etmistir. Bdylece
Gazze’nin yonetimi ve deniz yetki alanlan iizerindeki hakimiyetini daha da
artirmigtir. Bu kosullar altinda Haziran 2023’de varilan uzlagi kararinin
uygulanma sansi1 ortadan kalkmustir. Israil, gelecekte kendisine yonelik 7 Ekim
gibi “siirpriz” saldirilar1 engellemek igin, Gazze ile kendi smir1 arasinda
kuzeyden giineye uzanan bir tampon bolge olusturma planini giiclendirmistir.
Israil’in Gazze’de sahneye koymaya galistigi bu senaryo Filistinlilerin dissal ve
ekonomik boyutlu self determinasyon hakkinin inkér1 anlamina gelmektedir. Bu
durum Dogu Akdeniz’de Israil ile Filistin arasindaki deniz smirlar1 ve enerji
alanlar1 tizerindeki egemenlik iddialarinin bir ¢atigsma alam1 olarak kalmaya
devam edecegi anlamina gelmektedir. Filistin uluslararast hukuk acgisindan bir
devlettir ve Filistin’in ekonomik boyutlu self-determinasyon hakki1 ¢ercevesinde
Filistin’in Gazze agiklarinda karasulari, kita sahanligi disinda miinhasir
ekonomik bolge ilan etmesi ve bu deniz alanlarinda canli ve cansiz her tiir dogal
kaynaktan yararlanmasi onun egemenlik hakkinin geregidir. Hukuken olmasi
gereken Gazze Savasi sonrasi donemde Filistin devletinin uluslararasi toplum
tarafindan taninmasi ve BM iiyesi bir devlet haline gelmesidir. Ancak Gazze’ nin
ve Filistin devletinin akibetini kiiresel gii¢lerin ¢ikarlar1 dogrultusunda kiiresel
siyaset belirleyecektir.

7 Ekim Gazze Savasi Dogu Akdeniz bolgesinde normallesme siirecinin sona
erdirmis ve bolge devletleri arasindaki rekabetin silahli ¢catigmalara doniisme ve
yayilma riskini arttirmigtir. Gazze’nin ve enerji kaynaklarinin Israil tarafindan
kalic1 olarak isgal edilmesi siiphesiz bolgedeki gerilimi ve istikrarsizligi daha da
artiracak, bolgesel igbirligini ve enerji giivenligi ve deniz yollart giivenligini
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onemli olgiide etkileyecektir. Bu durum bolgedeki devletlerin birbirleriyle olan
iligkilerini, deniz sinirlarint belirleyen anlagmalarin gézden gecirilmesini ve
gerekirse yeniden miizakerelere baglanmasini zorunlu kilabilecektir.
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exercising its right of self-defense within the meaning of Article 51 of the UN Charter,
has engaged in what may be characterized as “genocide” against the Palestinian people,
it has simultaneously violated Palestine’s economically-oriented right to self-
determination in the maritime zones claimed by Palestine in the Eastern Mediterranean.
This development has also influenced the security and energy policies of other regional
actors, triggering significant dynamics that may reshape the delimitation of maritime
jurisdiction areas in the region. Against this backdrop, the primary objective of this
article is to contribute to the literature by examining the problems and implications
arising from the Gaza War with respect to the allocation of maritime zones and energy
security in the Eastern Mediterranean.

Keywords: ¢ Palestine ¢ Israel * Occupation * Exclusive Economic Zone
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Yari-kapal1 bir deniz olan Dogu Akdeniz bolgesi hem bolgesel devletler hem de bolge
dis1 giiclii devletler agisindan jeo-politik, jeo-ekonomik ve jeo-stratejik agidan biiytik bir
egemenlik miicadelesine konu olmaktadir. 7 Ekim 2023’te baslayan Gazze Savast ile
Dogu Akdeniz’de yasanan egemenlik miicadelesi uluslararasi hukuk agisindan farkli bir
asamaya taginnustir. Israil BM Sarti madde 51 cercevesinde mesru miidafaa hakk: adi
altinda bir yandan Filistin halkina karsi “soykirim” gergeklestirirken, 6te yandan
Filistin’in Dogu Akdeniz’de hak iddia ettigi deniz yetki alanlarinda ekonomik boyutlu
self-determinasyon hakkin1 da ihlal etmistir. Bu durum Dogu Akdeniz bdlgesindeki diger
aktorlerin giivenlik ve enerji politikalarini da etkilemis ve deniz yetki alanlarini yeniden
sekillendirecek nitelikteki Onemli geligmeleri de tetiklemistir. Bu c¢ergevede bu
makalenin temel amaci Gazze Savasi’nin Dogu Akdeniz’deki deniz yetki alanlari
paylasimi ve enerji gilivenligiyle ilgili ortaya cikardigi problemleri ve sonuglar
inceleyerek literatiire katk: saglamaktir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: « Filistin * Israil » Isgal » Miinhasir Ekonomik Bolge

INTRODUCTION

The Mediterranean Sea, being landlocked and extending from the Atlantic Ocean
in the west to Asia in the east, constitutes a semi-enclosed sea separating Europe
and Africa, with a surface area of approximately 970,000 nautical miles (2.5
million square kilometers).! The boundaries of the Eastern Mediterranean Basin
are formed by the coasts of Italy, Croatia, Albania, Greece, Tirkiye, Syria,
Lebanon, Israel, Palestine, Egypt, Libya, the Turkish Republic of Northern
Cyprus (TRNC), the Greek Cypriot Administration of Southern Cyprus
(GCASC), and Tunisia.” This region encompasses an area of approximately

Mostafa Salah & Baruch Boxer, “Mediterranean Sea” (Encyclopedia Britannica 2025)
<https://www.britannica.com/place/Mediterranean-Sea> accessed 11 November 2024.

Sertagc Hami Baseren, Dogu Akdeniz Deniz Yetki Alanlari Uyusmazligi (Turkish Marine
Research Foundation Publications No.31, 2010a) 2; Sertac Hami  Baseren, ‘Dogu
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90,000 nautical miles, with a north—south extension of 340 nautical miles and an
east—west extension of 450 nautical miles.> Within the Eastern Mediterranean
region lie the Adriatic Sea and the Aegean Sea which have unique characteristics
and are sui generis in the world.*

The Eastern Mediterranean has, from past to present, held significant geo-
political, geo-economic, and geo-strategic importance for both regional and
extra-regional states.’ The Eastern Mediterranean holds unique strategic
importance due to its location at the crossroads of Europe, Asia, and Africa; its
access to the Indian Ocean via the Suez Canal and to the Atlantic Ocean via the
Strait of Gibraltar; its connectivity to the Middle East and the Black Sea through
Tiirkiye; as well as its role as a control point for regional maritime traffic, global
sea trade, energy hubs, and pipeline routes.® For Tiirkiye—an essential transit
state in global energy transfer—the region also constitutes a maritime gateway
to the Middle East.” Another factor enhancing the value of the Eastern
Mediterranean is the presence of the Island of Cyprus, often described as an
aircraft carrier, a permanent naval base, and a strategic observation post.®
Moreover, the existence of the Gaza Strip has made the Eastern Mediterranean a
major arena of global political conflict. Another dimension is being added to the
Palestinian issue, which dates back to ancient times in the history of this region.
Therefore, much of the dispute over the delimitation of jurisdictions in the
Eastern Mediterranean originate from the maritime dimensions of the Cyprus
and Palestinian problems.’

The principal factor that has brought the Eastern Mediterranean to the forefront
as a new sphere of interaction for both global and regional actors has been the

Akdeniz Deniz Yetki Alanlar1 Uyusmazligr’ (2010b) 8(14) Stratejik Arastirmalar Dergisi 132-
133; Senay Kaya, ‘Uluslararasi Deniz Hukuku Kapsaminda Dogu Akdeniz’in Hukuki Statiisii
ve Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti I¢in Stratejik Onemi’ (2007) 9 Stratejik Arastirmalar Dergisi 28-31.

Hakan Aridemir and Cagatay Alli, ‘Dogu Akdeniz Bélgesindeki Miinhasir Ekonomik Bélge

Tartigmalarinin Analizi’ (2019) 4(10) Iktisadi, Idari ve Siyasal Arastirmalar Dergisi 192.

4 Kaya (n2)22.

Hiiseyin Tamer Hava, ‘Dogu Akdeniz’deki Dogal Gaz Rezervlerinin Ekonomik ve Giivenlik

Boyutuyla Tiirkiye A¢isindan Degerlendirmesi’, (2020) 16 (35), Giivenlik Strateji Dergisi 678.

Betiil Algiir, ‘Kibris ve Dogu Akdeniz’deki Son Uluslararas1 Gelismeler Isiginda Degisen

Tiirkiye, ABD ve NATO Politikalarr’, (2020) 2 (2), Anadolu Strateji Dergisi 56.

7 Ulvi Keser and Gékhan Ak, ‘Kibris Sorunu ve Deniz Hukuku Baglaminda Dogu Akdeniz’de
Yapilmas1 Gerekenler’ (2018) 1(2) Kibris Arastirmalari ve Incelemeleri Dergisi 95.

8 Andemir and Alli (n 3) 193.

Bageren (n 2) (2010a) 1; Ugur Bayillioglu, ‘Filistin Devletinin Denizalan Iddialarina Tliskin

Hukuki Bir Degerlendirme’ (2021) 6(2) CUHFD 680.
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discovery of rich energy and hydrocarbon deposits in the region since the
2000s.'° The Eastern Mediterranean is estimated to contain approximately 47%
of the world’s proven petroleum reserves and 43% of its natural gas reserves.''
In recent years, significant natural gas discoveries have been made, particularly
in Israel’s and Egypt’s offshore areas, most notably in the Leviathan, Tamar, and
Zohr fields.'? Other littoral states—namely Tiirkiye, Syria, Lebanon, Greece, the
Greek Cypriot Administration of Southern Cyprus (GCASC), and the Turkish
Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC)—also possess maritime zones with
potential reserves. However, as these reserves have not yet been fully proven,
they remain the subject of considerable speculation.'* For instance, it is asserted
that the GCASC’s Aphrodite field contains 140 billion cubic meters (bcm) of
proven reserves.'* In 2018, the Greek Cypriot Administration of Southern
Cyprus (GCASC) announced the discovery of the Calypso field, followed in
2019 by the Glaucus-1 field," and in 2022 by a gas deposit of 70.78 billion cubic
meters in Block 6, which overlaps with Tiirkiye’s claimed maritime jurisdiction
areas.'® These discoveries have triggered major disputes among regional states
concerning both the ownership of these hydrocarbon resources and the
transportation of the reserves to Western Europe. In addition to the littoral states,
United States, Russia, the United Kingdom, and European Union member states
have also engaged in intense competition, seeking to secure the largest share of
these resources while capitalizing on the Eastern Mediterranean’s strategic
location. The disputes over maritime delimitation and energy security in the
Eastern Mediterranean not only involve states but also multinational oil
companies, as well as non-state armed actors such as Hezbollah, HAMAS, ISIS,
and PYD/YPG."” For Tiirkiye—whose energy needs are met approximately 75%

10 Burak Sakir Seker, ‘Dogu Akdeniz Enerji Giivenligi Ekseni: Yunanistan-GKRY nin
Muhtemel Politikalarin Analizi ve Tiirkiye’nin Tutumu’, in Deniz Giiler, Ahmet Yildiz and
1zgi Savas, Yeni Deniz Giivenligi Ekosistemi ve Dogu Akdeniz (TASAM 2019) 289.

1" Aridemir and All1 (n 3) 193.

John v Bowlus, ‘Eastern Mediterranean Gas: Testing the Field’ (The European Council on
Foreign Relations 2020) <https://ecfr.eu/special/eastern med/gas fields> accessed 4
November 2024.

Volkan Ozdemir and Baris Hasan, ‘Uluslararast Ekonomi Politik Bir Degerlendirme:
Karadeniz ve Dogu Akdeniz Deniz Alanlar1 Sorunu’ (2018) 13(22) Turkish Studies 410.

14 Seker (n 10) 288; Ozdemir and Hasan (n 13) 411.
15 Hava (n 5) 688.

16 CNN Tiirk, ‘Rumlar, Tiirkiye ile Cakisan 6. Parselde Gaz Buldu’ (2022)
<https://www.cnnturk.com/video/dunya/rumlar-turkiye-ile-cakisan-6-parselde-gaz-buldu-
1828485> accessed 12 December 2024.

17" Bowlus (n 12).
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through imports—the hydrocarbon resources of the Eastern Mediterranean hold
exceptional strategic value.'"® The Island of Cyprus, owing to its critical
geographical position, constitutes the very center of this competition."

In recent years, significant political developments have occurred that have
profoundly influenced the ongoing sovereignty struggle in the Eastern
Mediterranean. The first of these developments was the wave of popular
uprisings known as the “Arab Spring, * which began in 2011. The ensuing
events, particularly in Egypt, Libya, and Syria, deeply affected regional balances
both in the Middle East and in the Eastern Mediterranean. The second major
development was the inclusion of the Eastern Mediterranean Pipeline (EastMed
Project) among the EU’s Projects of Common Interest in 2015. Although the
Project.?’ Although the project, formalized by the agreement signed in Athens
on 2 January 2020, is considered economically costly and unlikely to succeed, it
is nonetheless viewed as an attempt to exclude Tiirkiye and the Turkish Republic
of Northern Cyprus (TRNC) from the Eastern Mediterranean.”’ The third
significant development was the establishment of the Eastern Mediterranean
Gas Forum (EMGF) in 2019 by Egypt, Greece, Israel, Italy, Jordan, Palestine,
and the GCASC. By excluding Tiirkiye, the TRNC, Lebanon, and Syria, the
Forum’s member states have sought to cooperate on the production and
consumption of regional resources, with the principal aim of transforming the
Eastern Mediterranean into a new energy hub.?* Although the EMGF appears, at
first glance, to prioritize economic cooperation, it also embodies a security
dimension.” Its underlying objective is to counterbalance Tiirkiye in the region.

Zeynep Paraly, ‘Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti ile Libya Devleti Ulusal Mutabakat Hiikiimeti Arasinda

Imzalanan Akdeniz’de Deniz Yetki Alanlarmin Smirlandirilmasma Iligkin  Mutabakat

Muhtirasinin Uluslararast Politikaya Etkileri’ (2020) 1(1) Nazilli Iktisadi ve Idari Bilimler

Fakiiltesi Dergisi 50-51.

19 Algiir (n 6) 56.

20 Tiilay Yildinrm Mat, Miray Azakh Kose and Merve Ispirli Armagan, ‘Tiirkiye ile Avrupa
Birligi Arasinda Dogu Akdeniz Meselesine Iliskin Giincel Siyasi Gelismeler ve Meselenin
Uluslararas1 Hukuk Boyutu’ (2021) 79(3) Istanbul Hukuk Mecmuas1 1078.

2l Hava (n 5) 688-699.

22 Murat Ercan and Mehmet Can Kiling, ‘Bélgesel ve Kiiresel Aktorlerin Ortadogu Merkezli
Dogu Akdeniz Politikalar1: “Kibris Catigmas: ve Libya Mutabakati”* (2020) 2(2) Anadolu
Strateji Dergisi 23.

Merve Akbayir and Cem Ismail Savas, ‘Bélgesel Giivenlik Kompleksi Kurami’nda Yalitici
Kavrami: Dogu Akdeniz ve Tiirkiye Uzerine Bir Degerlendirme’ (2021) 21(2) Akdeniz {iBF
Dergisi 237.

23
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Therefore, EMGF poses a threat to Tiirkiye’s sovereignty.?* In response to the
establishment of the EMGF, Tiirkiye signed a maritime delimitation agreement
with Libya on 27 November 2019. Entering into force on 8 December 2019, this
delimitation agreement has been described as a game-changing instrument in the
Eastern Mediterranean dispute.”> As a countermeasure to Tiirkiye’s unexpected
move, Greece concluded a maritime delimitation agreement with Egypt on 6
August 2020.%

The fourth major development shaping the dynamics of the Eastern
Mediterranean dispute was Russia’s unlawful invasion of Ukraine on 24
February 2022, in clear violation of international law.?” In response to the
invasion, Western states such as the United States, the European Union, the
United Kingdom, Canada, and Australia began imposing comprehensive and
stringent economic sanctions against Russia.”® The prospect of a protracted
conflict—commonly referred to as the “New Cold War”—has compelled many
states, including EU members, to reassess their energy policies.”’ As a result of
the ongoing war, the significance of the energy reserves located in the Eastern
Mediterranean has further increased.*

The most recent development influencing the sovereignty struggle in the Eastern
Mediterranean is the operation named “Al-Aqsa Flood” launched by HAMAS
against Israel on 7 October 2023, and the subsequent Israeli military response,
known as “Operation Iron Swords”—or, more widely, the Gaza War. The
ongoing conflict has raised significant debates and legal issues under various
branches of international law, including jus ad bellum, jus in bello, and
international criminal law. However, it has been observed that the implications
of the 7 October Gaza War for the delimitation of maritime jurisdiction areas and
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energy security in the Eastern Mediterranean have not been sufficiently
addressed in the international legal literature. Yet, this conflict has had
significant repercussions for the equation concerning the delimitation of
maritime zones and energy security in the region. Moreover, the collapse of the
Assad regime in Syria on 8 October 2024 has further reshaped the geostrategic
balance in the Eastern Mediterranean. Yet, the war has significant repercussions
for both the issue of maritime delimitation and the energy security equation in
the region. Accordingly, the principal aim of this article is to examine, through
the lens of international law, the problems and consequences arising from the
Gaza War in terms of the allocation of maritime zones and energy security in the
Eastern Mediterranean, thereby contributing to the academic literature. In this
context, the article will first focus on the Al-Agsa Flood and Iron Swords
operations from the perspective of regional security and their impact on the
Middle East. Second, it will analyze the political and legal situation in the
Eastern Mediterranean prior to the 7 October Gaza War. Third, the study will
assess developments from Israel’s perspective in the Eastern Mediterranean. In
this context the developments in particular emphasis on the Isracl-Egypt, Israel—
Lebanon, Israel-GCASC, and Israel-Tiirkiye axes will be thoroughly examined.
Fourth, developments from the perspective of the State of Palestine in the Eastern
Mediterranean will be examined. Fifth, the political and legal landscape
emerging in the post-war period of the Eastern Mediterranean will be analyzed.
Finally, the article will present key findings and forward-looking assessments on
the subject.

I. THE AL-AQSA FLOOD AND IRON SWORDS OPERATIONS IN
THE CONTEXT OF REGIONAL SECURITY

On 7 October 2023, the Izz al-Din al-Qassam Brigades, the armed wing of
Hamas, launched a large-scale assault against Israel under the codename “Al-
Agsa Flood.” As a result of this surprise attack, 1,200 Israclis—including 845
civilians—were killed, more than 5,000 were injured, and 251 were taken
hostage.”’ Hamas subsequently issued a 17-page report outlining the rationale
behind its operation,’* claiming that the attack was a response to Israel’s
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“ongoing occupation” of Palestinian territories, the “blockade” imposed on the
Gaza Strip, the “expansion of illegal Israeli settlements, * the “escalating
violence perpetrated by Israeli settlers, ** and rising tensions in the region.™

In the face of Hamas’s surprise incursion, Israel invoked its inherent right of self-
defense under Article 51 of the UN Charter and initiated an intensive aerial
bombardment of Gaza, a territory of 140 square kilometers with a population of
2.3 million.** As a consequence of Israel’s operations, 1.7 million civilians were
forcibly displaced and sought refuge in Rafah.*® Israel has further tightened the
blockade it has imposed since 2009 on security grounds, violating the rules of
blockade by starving civilians, obstructing the entry of humanitarian aid, and
subjecting the population of Gaza to collective punishment. Indeed, in its report
published on 16 September 2025, the UN Commission of Inquiry on Gaza
confirmed that Israel had committed the crime of genocide in Gaza.*® As a result
of Israel’s genocidal policies, the Gaza War—now entering its second year—has
led to the death of 67,160 people, the injury of 169,679 others, and the near-total
destruction of Gaza, reducing it to rubble. In response to the humanitarian
catastrophe in Gaza, there has been a significant increase in the number of states
recognizing Palestine, with countries such as Canada, the United Kingdom,
France, Belgium, Portugal, Luxembourg, Malta, Monaco, and Australia
recognizing Palestine as a state. As a result, the number of UN member states
recognizing Palestine as a state has reached 157.”7 In the face of growing
international pressure, U.S. President Trump proposed a 20-point peace plan on
29 September 2025 to bring the war to an end. The plan includes conditions such
as Israel’s withdrawal from Gaza, the release of all hostages and disarmament of
HAMAS, the unimpeded delivery of humanitarian aid, and the administration of
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the region by a “Peace Council”.*® Although it remains uncertain whether the
proposed plan will be implemented, it is evident that it would have significant
implications for the delimitation of maritime jurisdiction areas and energy
security in the Eastern Mediterranean. In order to fully assess the impact and
consequences of these recent and significant developments in the region, it is
first necessary to examine the legal and political landscape that prevailed in the
Eastern Mediterranean prior to 7 October 2023.

II. THE POLITICAL AND LEGAL LANDSCAPE IN THE EASTERN
MEDITERRANEAN PRIOR TO THE 7 OCTOBER GAZA WAR

The political landscape of the Eastern Mediterranean prior to the 7 October Gaza
War may be characterized as a “period of normalization, ** largely shaped by
what has been termed “gas diplomacy”.* The establishment of the EMGF in
January 2019 constituted a concrete example of “gas diplomacy”.** The
geopolitics of natural gas had become a significant force not only in terms of
regional competition but also with respect to interstate cooperation, reinforcing
the emerging geopolitical alignment among Greece, Cyprus, Israel, Egypt, and
the Gulf States.*!

During this period, the long-standing rivalry*? between Iran and Saudi Arabia
entered a phase of de-escalation as a result of China’s mediation efforts.
Ultimately, on 10 March 2023, the two states announced their agreement to
restore diplomatic relations and reopen their embassies. This process of détente
and normalization was anticipated to yield positive effects on proxy wars and
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regional conflicts, with projections that it might even extend to encompass
Syria.*?

During this period, Israel sought to consolidate its security and economic
interests in the Eastern Mediterranean through diplomatic relations with both
regional and global actors. In this context, Israel’s engagement with the Arab
world experienced a notable shift. Indeed, under the framework of the 2020
Abraham Accords, Israel normalized relations with the United Arab Emirates
(UAE), Bahrain, Morocco, and Sudan. These agreements further strengthened
Israel’s regional security and energy strategies. It is anticipated that this trend
toward reconciliation may eventually extend to include Saudi Arabia. Moreover,
it is suggested that these dynamics could create conditions conducive to
resolving the Palestinian issue and potentially pave the way for the establishment
of a genuine Palestinian state.**

From an international law perspective, it is useful to analyze the developments
in the Eastern Mediterranean prior to the 7 October Gaza War by examining them
separately from the Israeli and Palestinian standpoints.

1. The Eastern Mediterranean from the Israeli Perspective

Israel is a significant actor in shaping the geopolitical, geo-economic, geo-
strategic, geo-energy, and security dynamics of the Eastern Mediterranean. As
one of the states with the narrowest coastline in the region, Israel—with its 30-
kilometer-long coast—has been described as a “gas island”* In 2009,
substantial natural gas reserves were discovered in the Tamar field, 300 billion
cubic meters and the Leviathan field, 600 billion cubic meters. Over the past
decade, Israel’s gas reserves have increased by 40% as a result of drilling and
exploration activities, rising from 780 billion cubic meters in 2012 to 1,087
billion cubic meters by the end of 2022.% While a total of 1,271 billion cubic
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meters of gas has been consumed domestically, primarily in the energy sector,
921 billion cubic meters have been exported. Alongside the smaller Karish field,
which commenced production in October 2022, the further development of
Leviathan and Tamar is projected to add more than 15 billion cubic meters of
supply annually by 2026. Such an increase will generate substantial revenue for
Israel. The country’s potential gas exports to the European Union may prove
advantageous for European governments seeking to reduce their dependence on
Moscow.*” Accordingly, in light of the energy crisis that has emerged since the
Russia—Ukraine war in 2022, the transportation of Israel’s reserves to Europe
through the most cost-effective routes has become a matter of critical
importance. Hence, in the pre—October 7 period, one of Israel’s primary
objectives was to safeguard its vital energy security and to employ its gas
reserves as a ‘‘diplomatic instrument” in improving relations with its Arab
neighbors.*

A. Developments along the Israel-Egypt Line

One of the significant developments in the pre-Gaza war period was Israel’s
expansion of its energy cooperation with Egypt. This process was also supported
by the European Union. On 15 June 2022, the EU signed a Memorandum of
Understanding with Egypt and Israel.*’ Pursuant to this arrangement, an
agreement was reached whereby gas produced in both countries would be
exported to the European continent through Egypt’s two underutilized liquefied
natural gas (LNQG) facilities (the Edku plant operated by Shell and the Damietta
plant operated by Eni).

According to figures released by the Israeli government, 63% of Israel’s gas
exports are directed to Egypt, while 37% are supplied to Jordan. Consequently,
both countries are dependent on Israeli gas. On 9 October, two days after the
surprise attack by Hamas, Israel suspended production at Tamar which is the
country’s second-largest gas field, for a period of five weeks due to security
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concerns.” Subsequently, Israel’s oil terminal in Ashkelon was also shut down,
and crude oil imports were disrupted.’’ The temporary closure of the Tamar gas
facility interrupted the flow of gas to Egypt, thereby exacerbating Cairo’s energy
shortages and exposing its structural vulnerabilities.>

B. Developments along the Israel-Lebanon Line

Since gaining independence on 22 November 1943, Lebanon has faced not only
territorial border disputes® with Israel but also significant challenges concerning
the delimitation of their maritime zones. The dispute emerged after Lebanon, in
January 2017, divided its offshore area into ten blocks and opened Blocks 4 and
9 to international bidding. In response, Israel took a countermeasure by claiming
that three of these five blocks fell within its own territorial waters and
subsequently passed a law in its Knesset to formalize the determination of its
maritime boundaries.** It is asserted that the disputed area contains an estimated
1.7 billion barrels of crude oil and 112 trillion cubic meters of natural gas
reserves.”

An important development occurred on October 7, 2022, and as a result of US
mediation efforts, a historic maritime border agreement was signed between
Israel and Lebanon regarding the said disputed maritime areas, based on
“equitable principles”.>® The Agreement both draws a border and sets out
principles for the joint management of cross-border resources.”” However, as a
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result of Hezbollah’s involvement on October 8, 2023 in the Gaza War that
started on October 7, 2023, the fate of this agreement has become controversial.
The controlled conflicts that started on October 8 escalated over time; on
September 27, 2024, Israel killed Hezbollah’s prominent leader Hassan
Nasrallah, and on October 1, 2024, it invaded Lebanon once again. With the
ceasefire agreement reached between the two countries on November 27, 2024,
the waters have calmed down a bit in the region.’® As a result of both Israeli
attacks and the Iran-Israel war that took place in June 2025 and lasted for twelve
days, Hezbollah has been significantly weakened both militarily and politically,
and is no longer regarded as a regional “axis of resistance” leader. The power
vacuum created by Hezbollah’s decline has, in turn, brought Lebanon to the
brink of a new political transformation.

C. Developments on the Israel-GCAS Line

Israel had problems with the GCAS regarding the sharing of maritime
jurisdictions. Israel claims that the border of the “Yishai” gas field overlaps with
the “Aphrodite” field declared by the GCAS.* However, on September 19, 2022,
the parties agreed on these topics.”” This agreement strengthened energy
cooperation between the parties.

D. Developments on the Israel-Tiirkiye Line

Before October 7, the policies of Israel and Tiirkiye in the Eastern Mediterranean
were largely shaped around the axes of maritime jurisdictions, energy resources,
regional alliances, and geopolitical competition. In fact, Israel does not have a
maritime border with Tiirkiye, but the issue of transporting natural gas reserves
from Israel to Europe is of great importance for both countries. The East-Med
Pipeline Project, which aims to transport natural gas extracted from areas within
the jurisdictions of the GCAS and Israel in the Eastern Mediterranean to Europe
via Greece and Italy, was officially approved with an agreement signed in Athens
on January 2, 2020.°' With the Eastern Mediterranean Pipeline Agreement, it is
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planned to transport 12 billion cubic meters of natural gas per year. The cost of
the pipeline is estimated to be between 6-15 billion dollars.*? This agreement is
pushing the countries in the region to align and form blocs with each other.*
During this period, Israel wanted to chart its natural gas energy policy with the
GCAS, Greece, and Egypt. Because political relations between Tiirkiye and
Israel had reached a breaking point due to events such as “one minute” in 2009,
the “low seat crisis” in 2010, and the “Mavi Marmara raid” on May 31, 2010.%
Israel tried to fill the “strategic void and isolation left by Tiirkiye by making
agreements in economic, military, and defense fields with regional and extra-
regional states”. In addition to the East-Med Pipeline Project, among the
agreements made in the recent period are the April 9, 2021, Military Cooperation
Agreement between Greece-Egypt-GCAS;® the April 18, 2021, Israel-Greece
Defense Procurement Agreernent;66 and the September 15, 2020, Isracl-UAE-
Bahrain Normalization Agreement.®” The Russia-Ukraine War that started on
February 24, 2022, led to the reshaping of political and legal balances in the
Eastern Mediterranean. Tiirkiye’s star shone again during this period.*®
Subsequently, with the February 7, 2023, earthquake, Tiirkiye began to
normalize its relations with regional powers such as Greece, the UAE, Egypt,
Saudi Arabia, including Israel, and softened its “Blue Homeland” doctrine.”
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However, the October 7, 2023, Gaza War quickly ended the political
normalization process with Israel. In the post-Gaza War period, should the peace
plan be implemented, it can be argued that while political relations between the
parties may remain low-profile, cooperation in areas such as energy and trade is
likely to continue at a high level.

2. The Eastern Mediterranean Policy from the Perspective of the State of
Palestine

The Gaza Strip is a long and narrow region, surrounded by Israel to the north and
east, Egypt to the south, and the Mediterranean to the west, approximately 41
kilometers long and 10 kilometers wide, covering a total area of 365 square
kilometers.”” Due to the existence of the Gaza Strip, Palestine is a coastal state
in the Eastern Mediterranean. The Palestinian problem is a deep-rooted problem
with religious, political, and historical reasons.”' With its unilateral Declarations
in 2015 and 2019 determining and declaring its maritime jurisdictions in the
Eastern Mediterranean, Palestine has now spread the Palestinian problem to the
maritime domain as well.”” Now, the sharing of maritime jurisdictions and the
dimension of energy security have been added to the causes of the Israel-
Palestine dispute.

Under the framework agreement signed between Palestine and Israel in 1999,
the right to use the Gaza Marine area, where the first hydrocarbon discovery was
made in the Eastern Mediterranean, was given to Palestine for a period of 35
years. The Palestinian administration, through an agreement it made in 2000,
transferred the operating license of the region to a consortium led by the British
gas company British Gas (BG) for a period of 25 years. BG, in its exploration in
the field approximately 36 km off the coast, discovered a natural gas reserve of
32 billion cubic meters.” It was predicted that the reliable gas reserves found in
this area would be worth 4 billion dollars and would meet Palestine’s energy
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needs for 15 years.”* However, the Israeli government, citing the Second Intifada
that started in 2000, declared area L a security zone by a decision, and as a result
of this decision, limited the area accessible to Palestinians to 20 miles.”

Israel’s withdrawal from Gaza in 2005 was a symbolic withdrawal.”® In 2007,
disagreements between Al-Fatah and HAMAS due to the leadership struggle in
the Gaza Strip turned into violent conflicts between the parties. Al-Fatah was
expelled from Gaza in 2007, and HAMAS took control of social, economic, and
political life in Gaza. Israel, on the other hand, began to impose an indefinite and
strict land, air, and sea blockade on Gaza on January 3, 2009. The strictly
enforced Israeli blockade on Gaza subjected the people of Gaza to “collective
punishment”.”” With the Gaza blockade, all of Palestine’s rights regarding its

maritime jurisdictions were taken away.

Palestine, as a sovereign state with a coast on the Eastern Mediterranean, became
a party to the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) on
January 2, 2015. On August 31, 2015, with a unilateral Declaration, Palestine
notified that it had delimited the territorial sea, contiguous zone, continental
shelf, and Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) area of the State of Palestine in
accordance with UNCLOS but did not provide any coordinates. On October 24,
2019, with another unilateral Declaration, it stated that the territorial sea,
contiguous zone, continental shelf, and EEZ areas of the State of Palestine and
the baselines from which these areas are measured were delimited within the
framework of Articles 3, 4, 5, 33, and 57 of UNCLOS, and determined clear
coordinates. Palestine applied normal baselines and declared a 12-mile territorial
sea, a 24-mile contiguous zone, and a 200-nautical-mile continental shelf and
EEZ area. It was stated that in case of overlap, problems would be resolved
through judicial means, taking into account “principles of international law” and
the “principle of equity”.”® Thus, the State of Palestine objected to the GCAS-
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Israel-Egypt junction with its unilateral acts.” Israel and Egypt objected to these
delimitation acts. While Israel claimed that Palestine was not a state, Egypt
raised its objections within the framework of the law of delimitation.** As a
result, in the period before October 7, Israel was applying “de facto occupation”
over Palestine’s maritime jurisdictions and was not allowing Palestine to develop
its natural resources independently.

The reaching of a preliminary agreement in June 2023 between Israel, the
Palestinian Authority, and Egypt on cooperation for the development of the Gaza
Marine Gas Field quietly opened a window of opportunity for the effective use
of energy resources and ensuring regional stability. According to the decision, a
consortium led by the Egyptian EGAS would oversee gas extraction, Egypt
would purchase the gas and transport it via a pipeline to the port city of Arish,
thus facilitating LNG exports to Europe.®' This decision suggested that Israel
preferred limited cooperation with Palestine rather than a policy of “fotal
isolation” towards Palestine.®> However, with the start of the October 7 Gaza
War, this window of opportunity closed.

After October 7, Israel evacuated and militarily occupied Gaza. While conflicts
continued in Gaza, Israel announced on October 29, 2023, that it had granted
licenses to six international companies to conduct natural gas exploration in areas
considered Palestine’s maritime jurisdiction area under international law.®* This
initiative once again violated international law. Because Israel is an occupying
power in the Gaza Strip® and the occupying power disposing of or having
authority over these resources means a violation of Palestine’s sovereignty.

III. THE PROBLEM OF MARITIME JURISDICTIONS AND ENERGY
SECURITY IN THE EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN AFTER THE
OCTOBER 7 GAZA WAR

The Gaza War, which began on 7 October 2023 and has entered its second year,
has significantly altered the geopolitical balance in the Eastern Mediterranean

7% Bayillioglu (n 9) 720.

80 Bayillioglu (n 9) 723.

81 Alcamo (n 44).

82 Alcamo (n 44).

8 Alcamo (n 44).

84 Acer and Simsek (n 57) 11; Rana (n 76) 24-25.
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and has had far-reaching implications at both regional and global levels in legal,
political, economic, security, and humanitarian terms.

From the Palestinian perspective, by the end of the two-year-long war, the death
toll had reached 67,000, leaving Palestine in a state of severe devastation and
rendering it virtually uninhabitable. By the fifteenth month of the war, 60% of
the buildings in the Gaza Strip had been damaged, and hospitals, schools,
agricultural lands, and critical infrastructure systems had been severely
destroyed. During this process, 1.8 million people in Gaza faced famine, poverty
increased by 100%, and the Gaza economy experienced the largest economic
contraction with an 86% shrinkage. According to the UNCTAD report, the cost
of the war is 18.5 million dollars. This amount is approximately seven times
Gaza’s gross domestic product in 2022, and according to the World Bank, it is
predicted that it could take 350 years to return Gaza’s economy to its 2022
level.®

The 7 October Gaza War has further exacerbated the uncertainties
regarding the future of the Gaza Strip and the Palestinian state. In
particular, the Gaza plan introduced by the Trump administration on 29
September 2025 has created a new turning point in the regional security
architecture and the process of Palestinian statehood. Although the plan
ostensibly emphasizes economic development and stability, it effectively
undermines Palestinian self-determination by limiting the political sovereignty
of Gaza. This situation contradicts the principle of the Palestinian people’s right
to self-determination as articulated in United Nations General Assembly
Resolutions 181 (II) and 3236 (XXIX). Legitimized through Israeli security
concerns, this approach perpetuates the fragmented status of Palestinian
territories and further weakens Palestine’s capacity to be recognized as a state
under international law. Therefore, while the plan may offer short-term
economic gains, it will, in the long run, erode fundamental elements such as
sovereignty, territorial integrity, and political self-governance, thereby delaying
Palestine’s attainment of full statehood. Moreover, imposing peace through

8 BBC, ‘Haritalarla ~ Yikim: Gazze 15 Ayda Nasil  Degisti?’,  (2025)
<https://www.bbc.com/turkce/articles/crlkk91kwn50> accessed 21 January 2025.
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disregard for the principles of law and justice will inevitably generate greater
6

injustice, violence, and instability in the future.®
Since 7 October 2023, Israel’s multi-layered conflict engagements with Gaza,
Hezbollah, Hamas, Iran, and the Houthis have presented significant
opportunities for the Israeli state. During this period, Israel has reasserted its
deterrence against asymmetric threats, deepened security coordination with the
United States and Western allies, and consolidated its position as a central actor
in the regional defense architecture. However, the humanitarian devastation
caused in Gaza has led to Israel being recognized as a genocidal state, resulting
in a loss of international legitimacy.

Looking at the Israel-Tiirkiye line, the Gaza War that started on October 7, 2023,
first of all affected Tiirkiye-Israel relations and ended the political normalization
process between the two countries that had just begun before the Gaza War.
Tiirkiye’s initial reaction to HAMAS’s October 7 attack was a call for restraint
to the parties. It undertook to mediate the release of hostages by HAMAS; it
offered guarantees. However, as the destructive effects of Israel’s
disproportionate military intervention in Gaza increased, Ankara’s attitude
towards Israel became increasingly harsh. Tiirkiye first recalled its ambassador;
stopped energy agreements; organized support demonstrations for Gaza;
launched a widespread boycott campaign against Israeli products; called
internationally for an arms embargo on Israel; strove for Israel to be tried in
international court for the crimes it committed; imposed trade restrictions on
Israel to pressure the Tel Aviv administration; opposed Western countries
recognizing HAMAS as a terrorist organization and strongly defended its stance
on this issue in international platforms; conducted intense lobbying for the lifting
of the blockade; and ensured that the two-state solution remained on the
agenda.®’

Looking at the Israel-Lebanon line, with the Gaza War that started on October 7,
2023, Lebanon-Israel relations deteriorated once again. Conflicts between the
Israeli army and Hezbollah, which wanted to support HAMAS, started on

86 Middle East Eye, ‘Why UN legal experts say Trump’s Gaza plan breaches international law’,

(2025)  <https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/why-un-legal-experts-say-trumps-gaza-plan-
breaches-international-law> accessed 6 October 2025.

Gizem Zeynep Ozpmar, ‘Israil-Filistin Savasi’nin Tiirkiye’nin Gazze Politikasma Etkisi’,
(Tudpam 2024), <https://tudpam.org/israil-filistin-savasinin-turkiyenin-gazze-politikasina-
etkisi> accessed 25 November 2024.
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October 8, 2023, and continued until the ceasefire agreement reached on
November 27, 2024. During this time, according to the Lebanese Ministry of
Health, more than 3,500 people lost their lives in Israel’s attacks on Lebanon,
more than 15,000 people were injured, and 1.2 million people, a quarter of
Lebanon’s population, were forced to leave their homes.®® At this point, the
“energy diplomacy” between the two parties in the pre-Gaza War period has
collapsed. Israel is trying to build a Lebanon without Hezbollah. In this process,
the already weak Lebanese government has become even weaker. Hezbollah’s
actions against Israel to support Gaza also affected the internal political structure
in Lebanon, creating a new risk factor for Lebanon’s national security. It also
had serious negative effects on Lebanon’s fragile energy sector, which has been
in a financial crisis since 2020. The sovereignty rights of an increasingly
weakened Lebanon over its maritime jurisdictions and potential energy resources
have become more open to debate.

Looking at the Israel, Egypt, and Jordan line, Israel has maintained bilateral
relations with these countries since the peace agreements it signed with them in
1979 and 1994. Relations with these countries are also very important for
ensuring Israel’s security in the Eastern Mediterranean. These two countries
supported Israel in the face of HAMAS’s October 7 attack. However, due to the
strong sympathy of the peoples of Egypt and Jordan for Palestine, these two
countries faced internal political pressures. Reactions to maintaining trade
relations with Israel increased. This situation complicated both the domestic and
foreign policies of Egypt and Jordan.*

Looking at the Isracl-GCAS line, the Gaza War of October 7, 2023, further
deepened security and energy cooperation between Israel and the GCAS. In the
coming period, energy and regional security cooperation projects between the
two countries will continue to be important.

CONCLUSION

The Eastern Mediterranean region has always been of great geopolitical, geo-
economic, and geo-strategic importance both for regional states and powerful
states outside the region. The energy reserves discovered in the region since the

88 Euronews, ‘Israil Beyrut’a Bir Hafta Icinde Dordiincii Saldirisini Gergeklestirdi: En Az 11 Kisi

Oldii’, (2024)  <https:/tr.euronews.com/my-europe/2024/11/23/israil-beyruta-bir-hafta-
icinde-dorduncu-saldirisini-gerceklestirdi-en-az-11-kisi-oldu> accessed 25 November 2024.

8 Crrakh and Kopriilii (n 39) 150-151.
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2000s have turned the region into a basin of key importance where struggles for
sovereignty have increased even more. The Gaza War, which began on 7 October
2023 and is still ongoing, has opened the door to significant developments that
will not only affect Israel and Palestine but also reshape the maritime
jurisdiction, security, and energy policies of other actors in the Eastern
Mediterranean region.

First of all, the October 7 Gaza War shelved the two-state solution plans and
further obscured the future of the Palestinian state. Israel, which has long rejected
Palestine’s sovereignty claims in its maritime jurisdictions and seen energy
discoveries in the region as a priority for its own security, used HAMAS’s
October 7 attack as a pretext to reoccupy Gaza. Thus, it further increased its
dominance over the governance and maritime jurisdictions of Gaza. Under these
conditions, the chance of implementing the consensus decision reached in June
2023 has disappeared. Israel has strengthened its plan to create a buffer zone
stretching from north to south between Gaza and its own border to prevent
“surprise” attacks like October 7 against itself in the future. This scenario that
Israel is trying to stage in Gaza means the denial of the Palestinians’ right to
external and economic self-determination. This situation means that the
sovereignty claims over maritime borders and energy areas between Israel and
Palestine in the Eastern Mediterranean will continue to be an area of conflict.
Palestine is a state under international law, and it is its sovereign right to declare
an exclusive economic zone beyond the territorial sea and continental shelf off
the coast of Gaza within the framework of its right to economic self-
determination and to benefit from all living and non-living natural resources in
these maritime areas. What should be legally in the post-Gaza War period is the
recognition of the State of Palestine by the international community and it’s
becoming a UN member state. However, global politics will determine the fate
of Gaza and the Palestinian state in line with the interests of global powers.

The October 7 Gaza War ended the normalization process in the Eastern
Mediterranean region and increased the risk of competition between regional
states turning into armed conflicts and spreading. The permanent occupation of
Gaza and its energy resources by Israel will undoubtedly further increase tension
and instability in the region, significantly affecting regional cooperation and
energy security and sea lane security. This situation may necessitate the revision
of agreements determining maritime borders between states in the region and, if
necessary, the start of renegotiations.
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