ATATURK
UNIVERSITESE
YAYINLARI
ATATURK
UNIVERSITY
PUBLICATIONS

Hadi SADEGHI*
Assadollah VAHED?

1 Tabriz University, Faculty of Literature and
Foreign Languages, Persian Language and
Literature, Tabriz, Iran

2 Tabriz University, Faculty of Literature and
Foreign Languages, Persian Language and
Literature, Tabriz, Iran

Gelig Tarihi/Received: 19.02.2025
Revizyon Verilig

Tarihi/Revision Issued: 20.03.2025
Revizyon Bitig

Tarihi/Revision Ended: 25.03.2025
Kabul Tarihi/Accepted: 26.03.2025
Yayin Tarihi/Publication

Date : 29.03.2025

Sorumlu Yazar/Corresponding author:
E-mail: sadeghihadi704@gmail.com
Cite this article: Sadeghi, H., & Vahed, E.
(2025). The Contrast between Seyf al-
Din Farghani’s Social and Mystical
Conduct with the Mawlawiya: A Critical
Examination of Power and Spirituality
Relations in the 7th and 8th Centuries
AH. A Journal of Iranology Studies, 22,
68-78.

Auf: Sadeghi, H.,, & Vahed, E. (2025).
The Contrast between Seyf al-Din
Farghani’s Social and Mystical Conduct
with  the Mawlawiya: A  Critical
Examination of Power and Spirituality
Relations in the 7th and 8th Centuries
AH. A Journal of Iranology Studies, 22,
68-78.

[oXolen

Content of this journal is licensed under a Creative
Commons Attribution-Noncommercial 4.0
International License.

Arastirma Makalesi Research Article

DOI:10.62425/dogu.1643264

GO (gusy 2 tdsglge b (SESD s (G g (olaizl Solus bl
Slewlio
The Contrast between Seyf al-din Farghani’s Social and
Mystical Conduct with the Mawlawiya

Seyfuiddin Fergani’nin Sosyal ve Tasavvufi Davranislarinin
Mevlevilik ile Karsilastiriimasi: 7. ve 8. Ylizyilda Gig ve

Maneviyat iliskilerinin Elestirel Bir incelemesi

ABSTRACT

Seyf al-din Farghani (d. circa 705 AH) is a prominent, yet lesser-known figure in the
history of Persian literature and Iranian-Islamic Sufism. Although he has received less
attention compared to renowned poets such as Jalal al-Din Rumi in terms of fame and
influence, his works and thoughts played a significant role in reflecting the social,
political, and mystical issues of Asia Minor during the Seljuk and Mongol periods. In
the face of the weakness and collapse of the Seljuk Sultanate of Rum and the Mongol
domination over Anatolia, Seyf al-Farghani, like many of his contemporaries, took up
the pen of condemnation and blame, offering a harsh critique of the conditions of his
time. Consequently, he criticized the oppression and corruption of the ruling classes,
as well as the indifference, submission, or compromise of dominant movements such
as the Mawlawiya order, in an uncompromising and satirical manner. By analyzing the
life and poetry of Seyf al-Din Farghani, especially his social and Sufi critiques, the
present research demonstrates how this great poet and mystic used poetic language
to critique the social and political conditions of his era, directing part of his criticism
towards the sheikhs of the Mawlawiya order. In this article, we aim, by referring to
some of Farghani’s critical odes, to gain insight into the political, social, and cultural
situation of Asia Minor in the seventh and early eighth centuries AH, and to examine
the contrast between his views and some of the beliefs and social conduct of Rumi
and his followers.

Keywords: Seyf al-Din Farghani, Rumi, Mawlawiya, Mongols, Anatolia

oz

Seyfiiddin Fergani (6. 705/1305 civari), iran edebiyati ve islam tasavvufu tarihinde
onemli ancak daha az taninan bir sahsiyettir. Celaleddin Rumi gibi meshur sairler
kadar sohret ve etki bakimindan ilgi gérmese de onun eserleri ve dislinceleri,
Anadolu'nun Selcuklu ve Mogol dénemindeki sosyal, politik ve mistik meselelerini
yansitmada énemli bir rol oynamistir. Anadolu Selcuklu Sultanhigi'nin zayiflayip ¢okiisu
ve Mogollarin Anadolu'ya hakim olmasi karsisinda, Seyfiiddin Fergani, cagdaslari gibi
yergi ve elestiri kalemini eline alarak, doneminin sartlarini sert bir sekilde elestirmistir.
Bu baglamda, yonetici sinifin baski ve yozlasmasini, ayrica Mevlevilik gibi etkin
tarikatlarin kayitsizlik, boyun egme veya uzlasmaci tavrini acimasizca ve hicivli bir
Uslupla elestirmistir. Seyfiddin Fergani hayatini ve siirlerini, 6zellikle sosyal ve
tasavvufi elestirilerini inceleyen bu arastirma, bu blyik sair ve mutasavvifin, siir dilini
kullanarak déneminin sosyal ve siyasi kosullarini nasil elestirdigini ortaya koymaktadir.
Onun elestirilerinin bir kismi Mevlevilik tarikatinin seyhlerine yoneliktir. Bu makalede,
Fergani'nin bazi elestirel kasidelerine atifta bulunarak, 7. ve 8. ylizyll Anadolu'sunun
siyasi, sosyal ve kiltiirel durumuna isik tutmayr ve onun gorisleriyle Mevlana
Celaleddin Rumi ve takipgilerinin bazi inang ve toplumsal davranislari arasindaki tezati
incelemeyi amacliyoruz.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Seyfiiddin Fergani, Mevlana, Mevlevilik, Mogollar, Anadolu
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