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Modern Oryantalizm, Kur’an aragtirmalarinda yontemsel agidan 6nemli degisimler gegirmistir. Bu ¢alisma, Alman
Oryantalist Angelika Neuwirth ve Fransiz Oryantalist Anne-Sylvie Boisliveau; her iki arastirmacinin geleneksel Oryantalist
metodolojilere yonelik elestirilerini incelemeyi ve 6nerdikleri alternatif yontemleri analiz etmeyi amaglamaktadir. Bu
alternatif, tarihsel-elestirel yontem ile edebi-belagat yontemini birlestirerek, metni anlamada artzamanl ve eszamanli
analiz araglarindan birlikte faydalanmaktadir. Bu gergevede, Kur’an’i bittinsel bir yapi iginde ele almakta, edebi unsurlar
arasindaki iliskileri incelemekte, ayni zamanda metnin tarihsel gelisimini gz 6niinde bulundurmaktadir. Bu metodolojik
cergeve, Kur’an’in otoritesinin olusumu ve sozli gelenege dayali yoni gibi temel konularin analizinde uygulanmigtir.
Neuwirth’in Thlas ve Taha surelerini dnceki kutsal metinlerle iligkisi baglaminda inceledigi ve Boisliveau’nun Kur’an’in
kutsalligini olusturan temel kavramlari, erken Mekke donemindeki dua ve zikir emirleri Uzerinden analiz ettigi
galismalarinda da bu yaklagimin somut érnekleri goériilmektedir. Bu galisma, modern Oryantalist yontemlere elestirel ve
bilingli bir bakis agisiyla gagdas Kur’an arastirmalarinda daha butincl ve etkili metodolojik yaklagimlarin gelistirilmesinin
6nemini savunmaktadir.
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Abstract

The modern Orientalist movement has witnessed significant transformations in the field of Quranic studies.
This study examines the works of German Orientalist Angelika Neuwirth and French Orientalist Anne-Sylvie
Boisliveau, focusing on their critiques of traditional Quranic studies methodologies and their proposed
alternative approaches. The research shows that they propose a hybrid methodology that integrates
historical-critical analysis with rhetorical-literary examination, which includes the study of the stylistic and
structural features of the text, employing both diachronic (sequential) and synchronic (simultaneous) tools.
These methodological principles have been applied to key Quranic issues, such as the formation of textual
authority and the oral nature of the Quran. Their impact is also evident in practical analyses, including
Neuwirth’s study of Sarat al-lkhlas and Sdrat Taha in relation to earlier sacred scriptures, and Boisliveau’s
investigation into textual authority through essential Quranic concepts of sacredness, as well as the themes
of supplication and remembrance in the early Meccan period. The study also stresses the need to establish
common methodological grounds, which could help reform contemporary Quranic studies and enhance their
effectiveness in understanding the Quran.

Keywords: Orientalism, Methodology, Quranic studies, Angelika Neuwirth, Anne-Sylvie Boisliveau

Extended Summary

Introduction

Since the 1970s, Orientalist studies on the Quran have experienced significant
methodological shifts. This research examines the works of German Orientalist Angelika
Neuwirth and French Orientalist Anne-Sylvie Boisliveau, which embody a critical
perspective on these changes and seek to develop an alternative framework for analysing
Quranic themes and texts. It employs a descriptive approach to outline the scholars’
views, a comparative method to assess their differences and similarities, and an analytical-
deductive approach to interpret and explain their contributions. There are many studies
that have focused on the works of Angelika Neuwirth, while fewer have addressed the
research of Boisliveau. This study is distinguished by examining their methodological
approaches together as a model of methodology in contemporary Orientalist studies.

Critique of the Quranic Studies Methodologies

While classical Orientalist studies were dominated by historical and philological
methodologies, a shift occurred with the emergence of revisionist studies that
questioned traditional Islamic sources and offered radically different historical and
linguistic interpretations. This led to the rise of a critical movement that re-evaluated
the epistemological and methodological foundations of Quranic studies, in which both
Neuwirth and Boisliveau contributed, though each focused their critique on different
aspects. Neuwirth challenges the philological approach, by focusing on the Quran’s
intertextuality with earlier sacred texts, rather than recognising it as an independent
religious scripture that engages with pre-existing traditions through critique and
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reformulation. She also highlights a fundamental flaw to analyse the Quran as a literary
text in its own right. In contrast, Boisliveau argues that separating the Quran from its
later exegetical traditions may lead to a methodological issue, as these interpretations are
essential to understanding how the Quran was received and conceptualised over time.

The Proposed Methodology and Its Applications

Neuwirth and Boisliveau adopted a hybrid methodology that combined the historical-
critical method and the rhetorical-literary approach while employing both diachronic
(sequential) and synchronic (simultaneous) analytical tools. The diachronic method traces
the Quranic text’s chronological development, contextualising it within its historical
period and examining its intertextual links with earlier scriptures. The synchronic
approach, in contrast, treats the Quran as a unified literary structure, focusing on thematic
and syntactical coherence.

Both scholars have applied this methodological framework to key Quranic issues,
such as the question of textual authority and its proclamation. They agree that the Quran
underwent two main phases: the first is “internal authentication” (inherent authority),
which was established during its formative period through the text itself; the second is
the phase of “compilation and textual fixation,” carried out by the Muslim community
during the time of Caliph Uthman ibn Affan. This phase, according to them, was a formal
confirmation of an authority that had already been embedded in the text.

Another key issue is the pre-canonical oral Quran. Neuwirth highlights the importance
of oral transmission in understanding the theological debates and the Quran’s engagement
with earlier scriptures and its environment, asserting its originality in reshaping them.
Boisliveau argues that the Quran’s oral nature challenges its argumentative unity and
structural coherence, questioning the possibility of oral modification. This critique
underscores the lack of evidence for the Quran’s oral nature and the contradiction of
this idea with its textual coherence and established historical accounts affirming its
preservation, ensuring it remained unchanged.

The study includes practical examples of their methodologies. Neuwirth’s analysis of
Surah Al-Ikhlas focuses on its intertextual connections with earlier sacred texts, while
her study of Surah Taha examines the Quran’s engagement with its scriptural heritage
through stages of adoption, interaction, and dominance. Boisliveau, meanwhile, explores
the Quran’s textual authority through key concepts like “the Book,” “revelation,” and
“descent.” She also investigates the diachronic evolution of supplication and remembrance
commands in early Meccan surahs, analysing their linguistic structures to affirm the
Quran’s sacred authority.
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Conclusion

Surpassing traditional Orientalist approaches and engaging with the renewal
movements may pave the way for developing scientific methodologies rooted in mutual
dialogue. Within this framework, the works of Neuwirth and Boisliveau stand out, as
they employ a methodological synthesis that bridges diachronic historical analysis with
a synchronic literary examination. Their approach balances an external reading that
considers the historical formation of the Quran and its related texts with an internal
reading that explores the rhetorical and argumentative structure of the Quranic discourse.

The methodologies proposed by the two Orientalists, although not based on a faith-
based perspective and with limited value in reinterpreting the Quran for Muslims, have
been re-evaluated from a scientific academic standpoint, leading to the Quran being
regarded as a sacred text, similar to other holy books, and acknowledging its sanctity and
status in its own right. This highlights the importance of searching for methodological
intersections that can facilitate communication with those who hold different intellectual
perspectives, in alignment with Islamic doctrinal certainties, and calls for promoting
neutrality in methodology, which leads to a more integrated approach to understanding
the Quran, consistent with the human pursuit of truth.
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