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An Ampulla of Saint Menas from Dara (Anastasiopolis) M)

Dara’dan (Anastasiopolis) Bir Aziz Menas Ampullasi Sheckfor

updates
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T Kafkas University, Faculty of Sciences and Letters, Department of Archeology, Kars, Turkiye

Abstract Ampullae are small flasks produced from different materials during the Late Antiquity and were generally produced
in centers considered sacred for Christians. The ampullae were purchased by pilgrims who went on a pilgrimage to
the Holy Land for the liquid they contained, which was believed to have healing properties, and were taken to their
places of residence. Menas ampullae are small terracotta flasks with thin rims and a flattened oval body, produced
so that pilgrims visiting this sacred center in Abu Mina could take holy water or oil with them on their return. Menas
ampullae are characterized by a circular body and a narrow neck with two handles and are typically decorated with
a standard depiction of Saint Menas standing between two kneeling camels. This type of ampulla was produced
between 500 and 640 AD at Abu Mina, the main site of Saint Menas, one of the largest pilgrimage sites of Late
Antiquity. Today, the connections of these ampullae, unearthed in excavations across various regions, with Egypt/
Abu Mina have been revealed. The Menas ampulla, which was discovered in the Agora excavations in Dara during
the 2021 excavation season and is the subject of this study, is evidence of the city's connection with Egypt. The
ampulla of St. Menas in Dara was dated between 620 and 640 AD based on the excavation stratigraphy conducted
in Agora.

0z Ampullalar Geg Antik Cag'da farkli malzemelerden Gretilmis kiiglk mataralardir ve genellikle Hristiyanlar igin kutsal
sayilan merkezlerde uretilmistir. Ampullalar Kutsal topraklara hac ziyareti igin giden hacilar tarafindan iclerinde sifa
verdigine inanilan sivi igin satin alinmis ve yasadiklari yerlere gotirtlmustur. Menas ampullalari ise Abu Mina’daki
kutsal merkezi ziyaret eden hacilarin donlste yanlarinda buraya ait kutsal su ya da yag gotiirebilmeleri igin yapilmis,
cogunlukla pismis topraktan ince agiz kenarli ve yassilastirilmis oval govdeli kii¢lik mataralardir. Menas ampullalari
dairesel bir govde ve iki kulplu dar bir boyun ile karakterize edilmistir ve tipik olarak iki diz ¢cokmus deve arasinda
duran Aziz Menas'in standart tasviriyle stislenmistir. Bu tipteki ampulalar Geg Antik Cag'in en biyik hac mekan-
larindan biri olan Aziz Menas'in bagli oldugu ana mekani olan Abu Mina’da MS 500-640 yillari arasinda Uretilmistir.
Glnlmizde farkli cografyalarda bulunan bu ampullalarin Misir/Abu Mina ile baglantilar ortaya ¢ikarilmistir. 2021
kazi sezonunda Dara’'da yapilan Agora kazilarinda bulunan ve bu calismaya konu olan bir adet Menas ampullasi
kentin Misir ile olan iliskisinin kanitidir. Dara'daki Aziz Menas ampullasi agoradaki kazi stratigrafisine gore MS
620-640 yillar arasina tarihlendirilmistir.
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Genisletilmis Ozet

Mardin’in 30 km glneyine konumlanan Dara (Anastasiopolis) Bizans imparatoru I. Anastisius (MS 491-518) istegi ile
Sasanilere karsi dogu sinirlarini koruyan garnizon kenti olarak 503-507 yillari arasinda tahkim edilmistir. Bizans-Sasani
sinirlarinin kesistigi bir konumda olmasindan dolayi giineyde MS 6. ylzyilin en onemli askeri ve siyasi merkezlerinden
birisi durumuna gelmistir. Dara’'nin kuruldugu lokasyonun MS 6. ylzyil dncesi ile ilgili arkeolojik bulgular sinirlidir.
Bununla birlikte, 2021 yili kazi sezonunda gliney bati surlarinin hemen bitisiginde bulunan bir alanda (Aba Hoyiik)
yapilan incelemeler sonucunda Erken Tung Cag'a ait seramikler tespit edilmis ve Dara’'nin bes bin yillik tarihi gecmise
sahip oldugu belgelenmistir. Kentin kurulum asamasi I. Justinianus (MS 527-565) doneminde de devam etmistir. Kazi
buluntulari, I. Justinianus doneminde surlarin guclendirilmesinin yani sira, kent icerisinde kamusal yapilarda duzen-
lemeler yapildigini gostermistir. Dara'daki agora koprusl ve cevresindeki duzenlemeler |I. Justinianus'un kentteki
bayindirlik faaliyetlerini I. Anastasius'tan sonra devam ettirdigini dogrulamaktadir. Kent stratejik durumundan dolayi
stirekli kusatmalara maruz kalmis ve sik sik el degistirmistir. Dara (Anastasiopolis), MS 577-591 ve MS 606-620 yillari
arasinda Sasani hakimiyetine girmistir. MS 620 tarihinde tekrar Bizans'in eline gegen Dara, yaklasik MS 639 yillarinda
Kuzey Mezopotamya'nin buyuk bir bolimine sahip olan Araplarin kontroliine gegmistir. Uzun stire Araplarin yonetimi
altindan varligini strdirmustir. Emevi ve Abbasi Dénemleri'nden sonra Dara (Anastasiopolis), MS 12. yiizyilin orta-
larinda Emir Timurtas tarafindan Mardin Artuklu Beyligi'ne bagli bir kent haline getirilmistir. Kisa bir siire EyyGbiler
egemenliginde kalan kent, bu donemden sonra eski dnemini kaybetmis, ibn Battita'nin aktarimlarina gore MS 14.
ylzyilda kuguk bir koy yerlesimine dontusmustir. Bugtinkd Mardin ili, Artuklu ilcesi sinirlari icerisindede bulunan Dara
koyu yerlesiminin kokeni MS 18. yizyilin sonlarina dayanmaktadir.

Bu calismada ele alinan Geg Antik Cag'a 0zgiin bir form olan ampulla, igerisine sivi konan minyatiir matara tipi
kaplara verilen genel isimdir. Ampullalarda boyuna asilmasi icin omuzun iki yaninda acilmis kicuk delikler ya da
sonradan govdeye eklenmis kulplar karakteristiktir. Pismis toprak ornekleri yaygin olmakla beraber, cam ve metalden
yapilmis ampullalara da rastlanmaktadir. Kalip yapimi bir ampulla Gretmek icin ilk dnce “patris” olarak adlandirilan
pismis toprak veya ahsap gibi baska tir malzemeden bicimlendirilmis bir model gereklidir. Daha sonra patristen
begeniye gore Uretimleri icin “matris” olarak adlandirilan model kalip olusturulmaktadir. Seramik hamuru henulz
kurumamisken bu kalip icerisine bastirilarak sekillendirilmekte ve kurumaya birakilmaktadir. iki ayri kalip icerisinden
¢ikarilan hamur birlestirilirmektedir. Birlesim yerleri bir alet yardimiyla dizeltilmektedir. Kulplar kaliptan ¢ikarildik-
tan sonra aplike edilerek ampullalar firinlanmaktadir. Ayni kalip defalarca kullanildigl icin fabrikasyon lretim soz
konusudur.

Ampullalar Hristiyanlikta dini torenlerde sarap ve suyun yani sira hastalara ayrilan ya da vaftiz torenlerinde kullanilan
kutsanmis aromatik yaglari koymak icin kullaniimistir. Ge¢ Antik Cag en yaygin kullanildiklari evredir. Bu donemde
hacilar tarafindan kutsal yerlerden alinan hac hatiralari arasinda haci madalyonlari/pullari ve haci mataralar
yaygindir. Soz konusu kaplar mucize gosteren su kaynaklari ya da basta Hz. isa olmak Uzere kutsal sayilan kisilere ait
mezarlarda yanan kandillerden alinan yaga temas ederek kutsal olan siviyr koymak icin kullanilmis ve matara formlu
haci ampullalari olarak adlandirilimistir. Kutsal topraklardan donen hacilar yasadiklari kentlere kutsadigi, kotulik-
lerden korudugu, sifa verdigine inanildigi icin ampullalar icerisinde kutsal su gotlirmuslerdir. Erken Hristiyanlik
Donemi'nde de ampullalar bu islevlerini devam ettirmis olmalidir.

Genel olarak iki tip ampulla formu bulunmaktadir. Birincisi bu calismanin da konusu olan Menas ampullalari, ikincisi
Anadolu ampullalaridir. ilk tip, ikinci tipe gore daha yassidir ve govdesi daireseldir (lentoid). Govdesine sonradan
eklenmis kulplar vardir. Uzerinde genellikle Aziz Menas'in tasviri gorilmektedir. ikinci tip yassi, oval formlu, kisa
boyunlu ve kicik kulpludur. Uzerinde hayvan betimlemeleri, aziz figiirleri, haclar gorilmektedir. Anadolu ampul-
lalarinin Ephesos'ta Uretildigi ve dis piyasaya satildigi distunilmektedir. Bununla birlikte Anadolu ampullalarinin
uretimini tek bir merkeze baglamanin dogru olmadigl da ongorilmektedir. Nitekim Bati Anadolu’da yapilan kazilarin
bircogunda ampulla ornekleri ¢ikarilmaktadir.

Ephesos, Laodikeia, Hierapolis, Knidos, Kibyra gibi Bati Anadolu'da kentlerinde ele gecen ampullalar Anadolu
etkilesimli olup Anadolu ampullalari olarak isimlendirilmektedir. Oysa Dara kazilarinda bulunan Aziz Menas ampul-
lasi dogrudan Abu Mina'daki orneklerle benzerlik sergilemektedir. Bu baglamda Erken Hristiyanlik Donemi'nde
iskenderiye yakinlarindaki Abu Mina-Dara baglantisi ortaya ¢ikmaktadir. Dolayisiyla Dara’dan Abu Mina'daki Aziz
Menas'in kompleksini ziyaret edip bu vesile ile kutsal topraklarda hac vazifesini yapmis olan Darali vatandaslar
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tarafindan ampullanin hatira olarak alindigi soylenebilir. Diger yandan kazi buluntusu olan ampulla, kentteki heniiz
ortaya citkarilmamis bir kiliseye ait liturjik eser de olabilir.

Dara, MS 6. ylizyilda Kuzey Mezopotamya'nin en buylk garnizon kenti olmasinin yaninda dini ve siyasi bir merkezdir.
Bu sebeple dini anlam iceren Menas ampullasinin kentin Abu Mina ile olan dini baglantisinin somut bir kaniti oldugu
ileri strilebilir. Ampullanin boyutlari ve tzerindeki betimlemelerin Abu Mina’daki ampullalarda gorilen ortada Aziz
Menas, iki yaninda diz cokmus deve figlirleriyle olan birebir benzerligi dikkati cekmektedir. Dara’daki 6rnekte oldugu
gibi Aziz Menas'in orans durusu ve iki yanindaki deve figiirleri Menas ampullalarinda karakteristik 6zellik olup,
yukarida belirtilen form yapilari da standarttir.

Aziz Menas, imparator Diocletianus (MS 284-305) déneminde yasamis Misirli bir Hristiyan'dir. Roma ordusunda asker
olan ve zamanla ritbe alan Menas, Frigya sinirlar icerisindeki Cotyaeum’da (Kitahya) imparator Diocletianus ve
Maximianus'un (MS 286-305) Hristiyanlar aleyhine verilen ceza ve emirleri dolayisiyla Hristiyan oldugunu agiklayarak
ordudan ayrilmis ve tek basina bir dagda inzivaya cekilerek Tanri'ya ibadet etmeye baslamistir. Ancak imparator
Diocletianus doneminde surddrilen Hristiyan katliamlari sonucu MS 295 yilinda éldUrulmdstur. Rivayete gore cesedi
ilk olarak yakilmak istenmis, uzun ugraslar sonunda yanmadigl icin gemiyle ilk olarak Misir'a, sonrasindaysa develere
yiklenerek dogdugu yer olan iskenderiye'ye gotiirilmek istenmistir. Fakat develer Abu Mina denen yerde durarak diz
cokmusler ve daha fazla ilerlemek istememislerdir. Bundan dolayi azizin cesedi develerin durdugu yere gomilmus
ve imparator Arcadius (MS 395-408) tarafindan mezarinin oldugu yere bazilika, manastir, hamam ve sarnictan olusan
bir kompleks yaptirilarak dini bir kimlik kazanmasi saglanmistir. Boylece Abu Mina'da yer alan bu dini kompleks
Geg Antik Cag ve sonrasinda haci olmak lizere kutsal topraklara giden Hristiyanlarca siklikla ziyaret edilen onemli
hac merkezlerinden biri haline gelmistir. Calisma konusunu olusturan Menas ampullalari Abu Mina’daki Aziz Menas
kompleksini ziyeret eden hacilarin yolculuk sonrasinda buradan aldiklari kutsal su veya yagi tasimalari igin yapilmistir.
Boylelikle Abu Mina’'da standart bir formda uretilmis ve Uzerlerinde Aziz Menas'in betimlerinin oldugu ampullalar
ortaya ¢ikmistir. Yukarida 6zet olarak verilen hayat hikayesi ile baglantili sekilde Aziz Menas betimlemeleri igin Bizans
tasvir sanatinda bir modelleme olusturulmustur. Buna gore merkezde orans durusta Aziz Menas, iki yaninda diz
cokmus develer degismez bir kaliptir. Bunun disinda tasvire eklenen diger sembol veya bezemelerde herhangi bir
standart form aranmamaktadir.

Bu calismada, Dara'daki Agora kazilarinda ele gegen bir Menas ampulasi ele alinmistir. Daha onceki sezonlarda
Dara'da gerceklestirilen kazilarda bu tipte bir ampullaya rastlanmadigi icin Dara kazi buluntusu olarak tekildir. Ote
yandan 1986 yilinda baslayan ve araliklarla devam eden kazilarin ozellikle kentin nekropolisinde ve sarniglarinda
yogunlastigl dikkate alindiginda buluntu olarak kayit altina alinmamasi normal karsilanabilir. Dara’da Agora ve
cevresinde 2020 yili itibariyla baslayan sivil mimariye yonelik calismalarla bu sayinin artacagl dusunulmektedir.
Degerlendirme konusu Menas ampullasi 2021 Agora kazilarinda 1C100 agmasinda CYN-05 kodunda dikkanlarin
arkasindaki 6 No.lu mekanda (6M) ele gecmistir. Cok az bir bollimi ortaya ¢ikarilan 6 No.lu mekanin hem bati hem
de kuzey yonde devam ettigi gorilmuistir. S0z konusu mekanda yapilan calismalarda, evrensel olgilerle baglasik
55513 m seviyesinde blyuk blok taslar kullanilarak insa edilmis bir zemin tespit edilmistir. Bu zemin 554.03 m olan
agora seviyesinden yaklasik 110 m daha yuksektedir. Oldukca saglam bir sekilde izlenen zemin, diizgiin islenmis
buyuk boyutlu taslarin birbirine bitisik halde dizilmesiyle olusturulmustur. Mekanin bati kisminda, zeminde ¢okme
oldugu gorilmustir. Cokmenin oldugu alandaki doseme taslarinin da yerinde olmadigl izlenmistir. Bu taslarin
sonraki donemlerde farkli yapilarda kullanilmis olmasi muhtemeldir. Mekanin kuzeybatisinda gerceklestirilen kazi
calismalarinda, Uzerinde birka¢ harften olusan yazitli blok tas ve korkuluklar ortaya ¢ikarilmistir. Yazitin hemen
énlinde kiiclik bir hac semboll ve yaninda XMI (Meryem'in Oglu isa) yazisi bulunmaktadir. Tasin kisa kenarina yazilmis
olan bu kisaltma Hz. isa’yl sembolize etmektedir. Gerek korkuluklar ve gerekse Hz. isa’nin kisaltmasini sembolize eden
yazitli tas, 6 No.lu mekan ve cevresinde dini bir yapinin olabilecegini dislindirmektedir. Antik Donem yazarlarinin
eserlerinde kentte birden fazla kilise oldugu aktarimindan yola ¢ikilarak burada bir kilise yapisindan soz edilebilir.
Ancak bu ¢ikarimin dogrulanmasi icin daha fazla veriye gereksinim duyulmaktadir.

Yaklasik 7.3 cm capinda, 1.3 ¢cm kalinliginda olan buluntu ampullanin kulplari ve govdesinin Ust bolumu kirik ve
eksiktir. Munsell renk kataloguna gére 6 YR 6/6 kirmizimsi sari hamur yapisina sahiptir. Birinci sinif kalipla tretildigi
icin figlir ayrintilari oldukga belirgindir. Aziz Menas'i konu edinen betimleme her iki ylizde kendini tekrar etmektedir.
Ampullanin yuvarlak halka icine alinmis bolumunde ortada orans durustaki Aziz Menas betimlenmistir. Aziz Menas
kisa bir tunik giymekte ve uzun pelerini arkasindan sarkmaktadir. AziZ'in iki yaninda diz ¢okmus deve figurleri
resmedilmistir. Her ne kadar ampullanin Ust bolumunde eksik bolumler olsa da benzer drnekler yardimiyla Aziz
Menas'in omuz hizasinda iki yanda Malta haginin islenmis oldugu diisiintlmektedir. Bu hag saglam olan pargalarda A
ylzde sagda, B ylzde ise solda gorilmektedir. Betimi cevreleyen bordlrde ise nokta kabartma dizisine yer verilmistir.
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Elde edilen veriler Dara Agora kazilarinda ele gegen ve su an icgin tekil érnek olusturan Menas ampullasinin tarih-
lendirilmesi konusunda yeterlidir. Ampulla stratigrafik olarak kazilan Agoranin ilk evresi olan MS 6. ylizyil baslarina ait
tabakada degil, st dolgu tabakasinda bulunmustur. Bir baska ifadeyle buluntu MS 7. yizyil tabakasinda ele ge¢cmistir.
Bu tabakada erken donem yapilarina ilave ekler yapilmis olup mekanlarda fonksiyon degisikligi tespit edilmistir. Dara,
MS 606-620 yillari arasinda Sasanilerin, MS 639 yilindan sonra ise Arap hakimiyeti altina girmistir. MS 7. ylzyildaki
Bizans hakimiyeti MS 620-639 arasindadir. Bu verilerden hareketle her ne kadar Uretimleri MS 5-7. yuzyillar arasinda
populer olsa da Dara buluntusu bir adet Menas ampullasinin Uretiminin MS 620-640 arasina tarihlendirilmesi

onerilmektedir.
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Introduction

Ampulla, a form unique to the Late Antiquity, is the general name given to miniature flask-type containers
used for holding liquid. Although terracotta samples are common, ampullae made of glass and metal are
also found". In Christianity, in addition to wine and water being used in religious ceremonies, ampullae were
also used to hold the blessed aromatic oils used in baptismal ceremonies2. They were widely used in the
Late Antiquity3. During this period, pilgrim medallions/stamps and pilgrim flasks became popular among
the pilgrim souvenirs taken from holy places by pilgrims visiting holy places*. These were used to put the
sacred liquid in contact with the water sources that performed miracles or the oil taken from the lamps
burning in the tombs of holy people, especially Jesus. They were referred to as pilgrimage ampullae®.

To produce a mold-made ampulla, a model called a “patris” is first required, which is made from terra-
cotta or another type of material such as wood. A model mold, called a "matrix," is then created from the
patris. These small holes on both sides of the shoulder, designed for hanging around the neck, or handles
added to the body later are characteristic features of the ampullae. To produce them, a mold called a matrix
is needed. Before the ceramic paste completely dried, it was shaped being pressed into the mold and then
left to dry. The dough taken out of the mold was combined and the joints were then smoothed using a tool.
After molding, the handles were added and the ampullae were fired. Fabrication was possible because the
same mold could be reused.

Generally, there are two types of ampullae: The Ampulla of Menas and the Anatolian Ampulla. The first
type is flatter than the second one and has a round body, with handles added to the body later. Saint Menas
is usually depicted on these vessels®. The second type has a flat, oval shape, a short neck, and small handles.
Animal depictions, saint figures and cross depictions can be seen on them. These types were first produced
in Ephesus’. However, it is not appropriate to attribute production to a single center. Ampulla samples have
been unearthed in many excavations conducted in western Anatolia. We anticipate that more definitive data
will be obtained upon the publication of the findings.

"Henri Leclercq, “Ampoules (A Eulogies),” Dictionnaire D’Archeologie Chretienne et De Liturgie, 1.2. ed. Fermand Cabrol and Henri Leclercq (Paris:
Letouzey et Ané, 1924), 1743; Andre Grabar, Les ampoules de Terre Sainte (Monza-Bobbio) (Paris: Charles Klincksieck, 1958), 7-70. PL. I-LVI; Ayse
Aydin, “Marmaris Miizesi'ndeki Ampullalar” Olba 21 (2013), 439.

2Gary Vikan, “Byzantine Pilgrim’s Art,” Heaven on Earth: Art and the Church in Byzantium, ed. Linda Safran (University Park, PA: Pennsylvania State
University Press, 1998), 253.

3Susanne Bangert, “Menas Ampullae, a Case Study of Long-distance Contacts,” Reading Medieval Studies 32 (2006), 27.

“GUlgun Koroglu, “Anadolu’dan Erken Bizans Donemi Haci Ampullalar ve Smyrna Buluntular,” Smyrna/izmir Kazi ve Arastirmalari: I. Caligtay
Bildirileri, ed. Akin Ersoy and Gozde Sakar (istanbul: Ege Press, 2015), 157.

SLeclercq, “Ampoules (A Eulogies),” 1722-1747; Leonie Reygers, “Ampulle,” Reallexikon zur Deutschen Kunstgeschichte |, ed. Otto Schmitt (Stuttgart:
U.A. 1937), 657-661; Alice-Mary Talbot, “Pilgrimage to Healing Shrines: The Evidence of Miracle Accounts,” Dumbarton Oaks Papers 56 (Cambridge:
Dumbarton Oaks, Trustees for Harvard University, 2002), 153-173; Ayse Aydin, “izmir Arkeoloji Mizesi ile Tarih ve Sanat Mizesi'nde Bulunan
Ampullalar, Olba 23 (2015), 489; Celal Simsek and Bahadir Duman, “Laodikeia’da Bulunan Ampullalar, Olba 15 (2007), 75-76; Oguz Kogyigit, Ridvan
Golciik and Kemal Gibuk, “Canakkale Troya Miizesi'nden Aziz Menas Tasvirli iki Ampulla ve Bizans'ta Kutsal Hac Yolculugu,” Toplumsal Tarih 330
(2021), 50-55.

6Carl Maria Kaufmann, Ausgrabungen der Frankflirter Expedition am Karm Abu Mina 1905-1907, In Die Menasstadt und das National Heiligtum
der Altchristlichen &gypter in der Westalexandrinischen Wiiste. vol. I. (Leipzig: Karl W. Heirsemann, 1910), nos. 9, 10, Fig. 93; Levi Yizhag Rahmani,
“Two Early Christian Ampullae,” Israel Exploration Journal 16 (1966), 71-74; Kurt Wietzmann, Age of Spirituality: Late Antique and Early Christian
Art, Third to Seventh Century (New York: The Metropolitan Museum of Art, 1979), 576; William Anderson, “An Archaeology of Late Antique Pilgrim
Flasks,” Anatolian Studies 54 (2004), 79-93, Fig. 1; Bangert, “Menas ampullae, a case study of long-distance contacts,” 27-33, Fig. 1a-b; Ayse Aydin,
“Aziz Konon Tasvirli Bir Menas Ampullasi”, Adalya 18 (2015), 289-302, Figs. 2-3; Kogyigit, Golciik and Cibuk, “Canakkale Troya Miizesi’nden Aziz Menas
Tasvirli iki Ampulla ve Bizans'ta Kutsal Hac Yolculugu,” 50-55.

7Sabine Ladstatter and Andreas Pilz, Friichchristliche Ampullen aus der Sammlung des Instituts fiir Klassische Archdologie in Wien in. Forum
Archaeologiae 21/XI1 (Wien: Universitat Wien, 2001); Sabine Ladstétter, “Bizans Doneminde Ephesos. Blyik Bir Antik Kentin Tarihinde Son Sayfa,”
Bizans Déneminde Ephesos. ed. Falko Daim and Sabine Ladstatter (istanbul: Ege Press, 2011), 3-28.
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1. Dara (Anastasiopolis) Ancient City

Dara (Anastasiopolis), located 30 km southeast of the Artuklu District in the Mardin Province and 18 km
northwest of Nusaybin, is a garrison city established on the Byzantine-Sassanid border (Fig. 1)8. Dara is also
the name for the present-day village built on the ancient city, which was constructed on the southern slopes
of the Tur Abdin Mountains in the northern region of the Upper Mesopotamian Plain, on an area overlooking
the plain with an adequate water supply. Due to its location at the intersection of the Byzantine-Sassanid
border, it became one of the most important military and political centers of the sixth century AD in the
southern region.

Examinations conducted at the Aba Mound, located immediately next to the southwestern walls of the
city, unearthed Early Bronze Age ceramics, documenting Dara’s five-thousand-year history. However, its true
historical period began in the early sixth century AD. Upon the request of the Byzantine Emperor Anastasius
(491-518), Dara was fortified between 503 and 507 as a garrison city to protect the eastern borders against the
Sassanids. Anastasius also gave his name to the city (Anastasopolis). Therefore, Dara, which had previously
been a small settlement, became the administrative and military epicenter of the Upper Mesopotamia
Region in the sixth century AD due to its location®. The foundation phase of the city continued during
the reign of Justinian | (527-565). Excavation findings have shown that arrangements were made in public
buildings in the city, in addition to the strengthening of walls during the reign of Justinian 1'°,

Dara (Anastasiopolis) came under Sasanian rule between 577 and 591 AD, as well as 606 and 620 AD'".
Dara, which returned to Byzantine control in 620 AD, came under Arab rule and occupied most of Northern
Mesopotamia in approximately 639 AD'2. After the Umayyad and Abbasid periods, Dara (Anastasiopolis)
became part of the Artuqid Principality during the Timurtas period in the mid-12th century AD'3. The city,
which was under the rule of the Ayyubids for a short time, lost its former importance and, according to
Ibn Battuta, turned into a small village settlement in the 14th century'. The origins of today's Dara village
settlement date back to the late 18th century's (Figure 1).

8The excavations that started in Dara (Anastasiopolis) [Project number-CK014701(2020)] in 2020-2021 are carried out by Prof. Dr. Hiseyin Metin on
behalf of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism of the Republic of Turkey and Kafkas University.

97achariah, Chronicle Historia Ecclesiastica (The Syriac Chronicle Known as that of Zachariah of Mitylene), ed. Frederick John Hamilton and Ernest
Walter Brooks (London: London Methuen, 1899), VII. 6; Brian Croke and James Crow, “Procopius and Dara,” The Journal of Roman Studies 73 (1983),
150; Brian Croke, “Marcellinus on Dara: A Fragment of His Lost “De Temporum Qualitatibus et Positionibus Locorum,” Phoenix 38/1 (1984), 83-85;
William Rosen, Justinian’s Flea: The First Great Plague and the End of the Roman Empire (London: Penguin Books, 2008), 80-81.

T0H{seyin Metin, “Agora Excavation Finds in Dara (Anastasiopolis-2020): Early Byzantine Period Terracotta Lamps,” Amisos 6/10 (2021), 88.

"loannes Ephesus, The Third Part of the Ecclesiastical History of John Bishop of Ephesus, trans. Robert Payne Smith (Oxford: Oxford University
Press,1860) 6: 5-6; Stephen Mitchell, Ge¢ Roma imparatorlugu Tarihi: MS 284-641, trans. Turhan Kacar (Ankara: Turkish Historical Society Publica-
tions, 2016), 597-598; James Silk Buckingham, Travels in Mesopotamia with Studies on the Ruins of Nineveh, Babylon, and Other Ancient Cities |
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2012), XII, 402-447.

2Croke and Crow, Procopius and Dara, 150-151; Andreas Nikolaou Stratos, Byzantium in the Seventh Century; 2. 634—-641 (Amsterdam: Adolf M.
Hakkert, 1972), 85.

3Aydin Usta, “Artuklular” Tirkler Ansiklopedisi, vol. 6 (Ankara: Yeni Tirkiye Press, 2002), 471.
T4Ebu Abdullah Muhammed ibn Battuta Tanci, ibn Battuta Seyahatnamesi I-1l, trans. Abdulsait Aykut (istanbul: Yapi Kredi Press, 2004), XXVII, 338.

TsMetin, “Agora Excavation Finds in Dara (Anastasiopolis-2020): Early Byzantine Period Terracotta Lamps,” 88.
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Figure 1: Southern borders of the Byzantine Empire and the location of Dara
Source: Metin, “Agora Excavation Finds in Dara (Anastasiopolis-2020): Early Byzantine Period Terracotta Lamps,” 89.

2. Saint Menas and His Relationships with the Ampullae

Saint Menas (also known as Mina, Minas, Mena, Meena) was an Egyptian Christian who was a soldier in
the Roman army during the reign of Emperor Diocletian. When he heard the orders of Emperors Diocletian
and Maximianus against Christians in Cotyaeum (Kiitahya) in Phrygia, he declared that he was a Christian
and left the army. He then retreated to a mountain and began to worship God. He was killed in 295 AD
during the Christian massacres during the reign of Emperor Diocletian'®. Legend has it that his body was
first intended to be cremated, but after long efforts, it did not burn. Therefore, an attempt was made to
transport it to Egypt by ship and then load it onto camels to Alexandria, where he was born. However, the
camels stopped at a place called Abu Mina, knelt down, and did not want to go any further. For this reason,
the Saint’s body was buried in that place. Subsequently, Emperor Arcadius built a complex consisting of
a basilica, monastery, bathhouse, and cistern where his grave was located, making this place a religious
center'’. Thus, this religious building, located in Abu Mina, 45 km southwest of Alexandria in Egypt, became
one of the important pilgrimage centers frequently visited by Christians visiting the Holy Land as pilgrims
during the Late Antiquity-Early Byzantine Period'8. Menas ampullae, which bear the memory of the saint,

16paul Devos, “Bons Juifs et Mauvais Chrétiens. Saint Nicolas-Saint Ménas,” Analecta Bollandiana 102 (1984), 157-61.

"7Nader Alfy Zekry, “The Iconography of St. Menas in the Coptic Art,” Journal of the Faculty of Tourism and Hotels-University of Sadat City 1(2/2)
(2017), 37-38.

8Carl Maria Kaufmann, Zur Ikonographie der Menas-Ampullen mit besonderer Berlicksichtigung der Funde in der Menasstadt nebst einem
einflihrenden Kapitel iiber die neuentdeckten nubischen und aethiopischen Menastexte (New York: The American University in Cairo Press, 1910),
115; James Drescher, Apa Mena: A selection of Coptic texts relating to St. Menas (Le Caire: Societé D'archéologie Copte, 1946), lI-11l; Otto Friedrich
August Meinardus, Two Thousand Years of Coptic Christianity (New York: The American University in Cairo Press, 2002), 151-152; Stephen J. Davis,
The Cult of Saint Thecla: A Tradition of Women'’s Piety in Late Antiquity (New York: Oxford University Press, 2008), 120-122; Stephen J. Davis,
“Pilgrimage and the Cult of Saint Thecla in Late Antique Egypt,” Pilgrimage and Holy Space in Late Antique Egypt (Religions in the Graeco-roman
World), ed. David Frankfurter (Brill: Leiden and Boston, 2015), 311; Kogyigit, Gélciik and Gibuk, “Canakkale Troya Mizesi'nden Aziz Menas Tasvirli
iki Ampulla ve Bizans'ta Kutsal Hac Yolculugu,” 53-54.
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were produced for pilgrims who visited the Saint Menas complex in Abu Mina to carry the holy water and
oil they received from there after their journey. These products were produced between 500 and 640 in
considerable quantities at the main site associated with the Saint, Abu Mina, among the largest pilgrim sites
in the Late Antiquity and Early Medieval Period™®.

3. Ampulla of Menas in Dara: A Findspot Relationship

Dara Agora consists of a northsouth oriented stone-paved street, a portico, and shops/workshops
opening to the portico. Since the Dara Stream passes from the east, the street is connected to the civil
buildings in the east with a large bridge in this direction (Figure 2). Agora Street continues toward the north
according to the topographic structure of the Dara Stream. However, due to the absence of excavation work
in this direction, our knowledge about the structures is limited.

Figure 2: General view of Agora
Source: Dara excavation archive, 2021

The shops are side by side adjacent to the stoa. Shops, generally having a square plan, are approximately

5x5 m long. The door openings were measured as 1.60-1.70 m. The other walls of the shops, whose eastern

9Bangert, “Menas ampullae, a case study of long-distance contacts,” 27.

Art-Sanat, (23), 64-78



An Ampulla of Saint Menas from Dara (Anastasiopolis) £ Metin, 2025

walls survived intact, were rebuilt during the Abbasid period (Figure 3)2°. The average height of the walls
varied between 1.20 m and 3.00 m. All of the walls, thought to be original, were built using large blocks of
stone brought from the quarries in Dara. Other walls were created using a combination of large block stones
and smaller polygonal stones. The original block stones, polygonal stones, and tiles were used together in
some walls. Lime-mixed mortar was generally used in the construction of shop walls.

gl 7th-11th Century AD

O s,
I

55513 m 7th-11th century AD

Figure 3: Wall details and Stratigrapy in Agora shops
Source: Dara excavation archive, 2020

The ampulla subjected to evaluation was unearthed in the 1C100 trench during the 2021 Agora excava-
tions, in space number 6 (6 M) behind the shops in the CYN-05 code (Figure 4). Space number 6, only a small
part of which has been unearthed, extends both westward and northward. In the studies conducted at the
site in question, a floor of 555.13 m consisting of large blocks of stones was identified at this level. The floor
is approximately 1.10 m above the agora level (554.03 m). Placing properly processed large stones side by
side formed the ground, which is very solid. A collapse in the ground was observed in the western part of
the region. The paving stones in the area where the collapse occurred were missing. These stones may have
been used in different structures in later periods?".

20Many coins from the Abbasid period were unearthed during the excavations. Both the coin finds and the different additions to the shops prove
that the Agora underwent a great change and transformation during the Abbasid Period.

2THlseyin Metin and Apdulhadi Durukan, “Dara (Anastasiopolis) Kazi, Restorasyon ve Konservasyon Calismalari 2020, 2019-2020 Yili Kazi Galis-
malari, vol. 2, ed. Adil Ozme (Ankara: Ministry of Culture and Tourism Publications, 2022), 429-446.
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Figure 4: Places in Agora
Source: Dara excavation archive, 2021

During the excavations conducted in the western part of the region where the ampulla is located, an
architectural block with relief was unearthed at a level of 555.60 m (Figure 5a). The height of the block stone
is 0.80 m and the width is 0.70 m. A ram motif with the destroyed head and foot parts is carved on it.
The upper part of the architectural block has four strips. The figure depicted in the panel is in a walking
position facing the left, with a fish scale-shaped post. Excavations carried out throughout Room No. 6 (6
M) showed that these molded stones continued. The discovery of two molded stones and the connecting
stones between them in the northwest corner of the region revealed that these elements functioned as
balustrades (Figure 5b)?2. These railings were connected by the interlocking technique of horizontal and
bollard stones. The bollard stones were hollow on both sides, while the horizontal stones were protruding
on both sides, allowing the stones to interlock. During the work carried out throughout Agora in Dara, many
architectural works on the railings were unearthed.

During the excavations conducted in the northwest region, a block stone with an inscription consisting
of several letters was unearthed. The length of the block stone is 0.80 m, its width is 0.57 m, and its thickness
is 0.30 m. The architectural block piece features a small cross symbol and the inscription XMT (Jesus, son of
Mary). This abbreviation, written on the short side of the stone, symbolizes Jesus Christ. (Figure 5c). There
are various versions of this inscription, which is of Syrian origin23.

22Hatice Ozyurt Ozcan, “Examples of Architectural Sculpture with Figurative and Floral Decoration of the Byzantine Period at Mugla, Bodrum
and Milas Archaeological Museums,” Olba 19 (2011), 395, Fig. 14; Philipp Niewohner, Byzantine Ornaments in Stone: Architectural Sculpture and
Liturgical Furnishing (Berlin: De Gruyter, 2021), 13.

23Hiseyin Metin, Abdulhadi Durukan and D. Hasan Mentese, “Dara (Anastasiopolis) Kazi, Restorasyon ve Konservasyon Qall§m§1[ar| 2021 42.
Uluslararasi Kazi, Arastirma ve Arkeometri Sempozyumu: 42. Kazi Sonuglari Toplantisi, Denizli, May 23-27, 2022, vol. 3, ed. Adil Ozme (Ankara:
Ministry of Culture and Tourism Publications, 2023), 194.

Art-Sanat, (23), 64-78




An Ampulla of Saint Menas from Dara (Anastasiopolis) £ Metin, 2025

Figure 5: a) Ram relief, b) Balustrade fragments, c) Architectural block with inscription
Source: Dara excavation archive, 2021
Considering that the ampulla is a liturgical object, both the railings and the inscription symbolizing Jesus
strengthen the possibility that there may be a religious structure in place 6 and its surroundings. We can
talk about the church structure here, considering that there was more than one church in the city, as stated
by ancient writers2“. The function of these places may become clearer with comprehensive excavations to
be carried out in these areas.

This unique excavation is important because no ampulla of this type was discovered in previous excava-
tions in Dara. However, considering that the excavations, which began in 1986 and continued intermittently,
primarily focused on the necropolis and cisterns of the city, it is natural that there were no discoveries.
This number may increase with the number of excavations for civil architecture that started as of 2020. The
handles of the ampulla and the upper part of its body are broken and missing. The ampulla is approximately
7.3 cm in diameter, with a thickness of 1.3 cm. According to the Munsell color catalog, the soil color is 6 YR
6/6, described as reddish yellow. Because it is produced with a first-class mold, the figure details are quite
clear. The depiction of Saint Menas is identical on both faces. Saint Menas is depicted in the orans posture in
the middle of the circular section of the ampulla. He wears a short tunic, while his usual long chlamys hang
down behind him. Kneeling camel figures are depicted on both sides. Although there are missing sections
in the upper part of the ampulla, with the help of similar examples, the Maltese cross is engraved on both

247achariah, Chronicle Historia Ecclesiastica (The Syriac Chronicle Known as that of Zachariah of Mitylene), VII. 6; Malalas, The Chronicle of John
Malalas, ed. Elizabeth Jeffreys, Michael Jeffreys and Roger Scott (Melbourne: Australian Association for Byzantine Studies; [Sydney, N.S.W.], 1986),
16.10.

Art-Sanat, (23), 64-78



An Ampulla of Saint Menas from Dara (Anastasiopolis) £ Metin, 2025

sides at the Saint Menas’ shoulder level. In intact pieces, this cross is observed on the right of the A side and
on the left of the B side. There is a series of dot reliefs on the border surrounding the depiction?s (Figure 6).

Figure 6: Ampulla of Menas in Dara
Source: Draw by Hiiseyin Metin

The data obtained from the Dara Agora excavations are currently sufficient to date the only example of
the ampulla of Menas. The ampulla was found in the upper layer, not in the layer dating back to the early
sixth century AD, which was the first phase of Agora. In other words, it was discovered in the section related
to the layer in which Agora underwent a major functional change, parallel to the political developments
of the city in the seventh century AD. In this layer, additional modifications were made to the early period
buildings and a change in function was detected in the places. Considering the political history of the city,
Dara was under Sassanid rule between 606 and 620 AD. Since it came under the domination of the Islamic
armies in 639 AD, the remaining period must pertain to the history of the Ampulla of Menas. Based on
this information, the ampulla was dated between 620 and 640 AD?2%. Similar examples also supported this
dating?’.

Conclusion

It is known that pilgrims who visit holy places in Christian societies consume the holy water or oil-
filled ampullae they receive from these places as souvenirs and take them back to their hometowns. Since
this holy water was once believed to heal, the function of the ampullae in the Early Christian Period must

25Relief dot arrays sixth-seventh AD. It was frequently used on the shoulders of century lamps. Hiseyin Metin, “Kibyra Kandilleri” (Phd diss.,
Atatiirk University, 2012).

26Metin, Durukan and Mentese, “Dara (Anastasiopolis) Kazi, Restorasyon ve Konservasyon Calismalari 2021, 194.

27Kaufmann, Ausgrabungen der Frankflirter Expedition am Karm Abu Mina 1905-1907, 59-78; Wietzmann, Age of Spirituality: Late Antique and Early
Christian Art, Third to Seventh, 576, no. 515; Zsolt Kiss, Alexandrie V: Les Ampoules De Saint Menas Decouvertes a Kom El-dikka 1961-1987 (Warsaw:
Iksio Pan, 1988), 144; Kogyigit, Golciik and Cibuk, “Canakkale Troya Miizesi'nden Aziz Menas Tasvirli iki Ampulla ve Bizans'ta Kutsal Hac Yolculugu,”
54; John W. Hayes, Roman Pottery in the Royal Ontario Museum (Toronto: Royal Ontario Museum, 1976) 52-53.
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have been used for this purpose. Ampullae have been found in many excavations in Anatolia. Notably, the
forms of the findings (Anatolian ampoules) unearthed in Western Anatolia, such as Ephesus, Laodicea, and
Hierapolis, differ from the ampulla in Dara, which should be evaluated. In other words, the ampulla found in
the Dara excavations is similar to that found in the samples in Abu Mina. In this context, the Abu Mina-Dara
connection in the Alexandrian beeches emerged in the Early Christian period. Therefore, pilgrims traveling
from Dara to Abu Mina took ampullae as souvenirs. The ancient city of Dara was the largest garrison city in
Northern Mesopotamia during the sixth century AD, serving as a religious and political center. The Menas
ampulla found in Dara, with a religious meaning, is concrete evidence of Dara’s relations with Egypt. Given
the dimensions of the ampulla and the depictions on it, it is striking that they are exactly similar to those
found in Abu Mina, with Saint Menas in the middle and kneeling camel figures on either side. Accordingly,
the round body form and figured scenes on it are characteristic features of Menas ampullae.

The ampulla was found in a stratified section of the Agora, providing insight into its dating. Based on
the available findings, the ampulla was found in the upper layer, not in the layer dating back to the early
sixth century AD, which was the first phase of Agora. In other words, the first layer was discovered in the
seventh century AD. Although Menas ampullae were produced between the fifth and seventh centuries AD,
the ampulla in Dara was dated to 620-640 AD. In fact, Dara was under the Byzantine rule only between 620
and 639 AD in the seventh century. Therefore, this dating also coincides with the political history of Dara.
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