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ABSTRACT

The Ancient City of Iuliopolis is located 123 km northwest of Ankara, in the Giilsehri area of Cayirhan Town,
Nallihan District. The settlement, divided by the Aladag Stream, was previously known as Sarilar Village. With
the construction of the Sartyar Dam in the 1950s, the city was submerged under the dam's waters. Under the
scientific supervision of the Anatolian Civilizations Museum in Ankara, archacological excavations were
carried out in 1991, 2009, and subsequent years. In the southern part of the area, which served as a necropolis
during the Hellenistic, Roman, and Byzantine periods, numerous findings from the Late Roman and Early
Byzantine periods were identified during the 2023-2025 excavations. Remains of fortification walls, roads, and
structures have been identified and documented. An Early Byzantine storage room was discovered during
excavations in November 2024. No kitchen or storage room had been previously identified in the city. Five in
situ terracotta pithoi were found side by side at the base of a wall. One of these pithoi is notable for having a
Latin cross on its surface. Inside Pithoi No. 4, a bronze patera was discovered, while the soil fills within the
storage room yielded various artifacts, including a terracotta loom weight, an iron axe, a glass unguentarium
(tear bottle), a fragment of a marble column drum, a column base, an altar fragment, a sculpture fragment, two
coins, ceramic sherds, as well as terracotta brick and roof tile fragments. Apart from the three-aisled church
and burial structures dating to the Early Byzantine Period, the discovery of this storage room suggests the
presence of a monastic complex in the area, where surplus production was stored. The five pithoi and other
small finds identified during the study were analyzed through analogical comparison to date the storage facility.
In light of the data obtained were provided into the architecture and socioeconomic structure of Iuliopolis,
shedding light on the Late Roman and Early Byzantine Periods.

Keywords: Byzantine, Iuliopolis, Nallihan, Pithoi, Roman.

Iuliopolis’te Erken Bizans Donemi’ne Ait Kiler

(0V7
Iuliopolis Antik Kenti, Ankara’nin 123 km kuzeybatisinda, Nallthan Ilgesi’nin Cayirhan Beldesi, Giilsehri
Mevkii’nde bulunmaktadir. Aladag Cay1’nin ikiye ayirdig1 yerlesim alani daha 6nceden Sarilar Koyii olarak
adlandirilmugtir. Sariyar Baraji’nin 1950’1lerde insa edilmesiyle birlikte kent, baraj sularinin altinda kalmistir.
Ankara Anadolu Medeniyetleri Miizesi’'nin bilimsel danigmanliginda 1991, 2009 ve sonrasindaki yillarda
bilimsel kazi caligmalar1 gerceklestirilmistir. Helenistik, Roma ve Bizans donemlerinde nekropol olarak
kullanilan alanin glineyinde, 2023-2025 yillarinda Ge¢ Roma ve Erken Bizans Donemi’ne ait birgok veri tespit
edilmistir. Sur kalintilari, yol ve yapilara ait kalintilar tespit edilerek kayit altina almmustir. Kasim 2024°te
gerceklestirilen ¢aligmalarda Erken Bizans Donemi’ne ait bir kiler tespit edilmistir. Daha once kente ait
herhangi bir mutfak ya da kiler tespit edilememis olmakla birlikte, yan yana duvarin dibine yerlestirilmis in situ
durumdaki pismis toprak bes pithosun birinin iizerinde Latin hagt bulunmaktadir. Dért numarali pithosun
icinden bir bronz patera ve kilerin i¢indeki toprak dolgusundan ise p.t. agirsak, demir balta, cam gézyast sisesi,
mermer siitun tambur pargast, siitun kaidesi, altar parcasi, heykel parcasi, iki sikke, seramik parcalari, p.t. tugla
ve kiremit parcalari tespit edilmistir. Erken Bizans Donemi’ne ait ii¢ nefli kilise ve mezar yapilar1 disinda tespit
edilen bu kiler, burada bir manastir yapilasmasinin bulundugunu ve fiiretim fazlasi iriinlerin burada
depolandigini gostermektedir. Calisma kapsaminda tespit edilen bes pithos ve diger kii¢lik buluntular analojik
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acidan incelenerek kilerin tarihlendirilmesi yapilmis, elde edilen veriler 1g18inda Iuliopolis’in mimarisi,
sosyoekonomik yapisi, Ge¢ Roma ve Erken Bizans Dénemi’ne 1s1k tutulmustur.
Anahtar Kelimeler: Bizans, Iuliopolis, Nallithan, Pithos, Roma.

Introduction

Tuliopolis is located within the borders of the Nallihan district in Ankara, in the Cayirhan area.
Within the scope of this study, an Early Byzantine Period storage structure, situated approximately 750
meters southwest of the church and south of the necropolis, has been examined (Map 1).

Sariyar
Baraj Goli

0o 1 2 s
—— Kilometre 4

Map 1. Ankara, Location of Iuliopolis and the Location of Iuliopolis Necropolis and Larder
(Ulusoy, Sen, and Diker, 2024, p, 78, Figure 1)

In the archaeological studies conducted in 20232025, a larder from the Early Byzantine Period
was identified within the remains of a three-phase building complex dating to Late Antiquity and the
Early Byzantine Period. The larder, designed with an east-west oriented rectangular plan and adjoining
sections, contained five pithoi—one of which was intact—along with stone lids of various sizes
belonging to six pithoi, discovered in the northern section (Room No. 2). In the larder, besides the five
pithoi, small finds from the Roman and Early Byzantine periods were discovered. Among the finds were
two bronze coins, a marble column fragment, a marble column base, a marble altar fragment, a marble
statue fragment, numerous re-used architectural block fragments, a broken glass tear bottle, an iron axe,
a bronze patera, a pottery loomer weight, and ceramic fragments.

(A

Figure 1. Ankara, Iuliopolis 6ity, View from South to No (22:4)

In the archaeological studies conducted in 2023-2025 in the 1 and 2 units of A-B-C-D-E plan
squares, at elevations ranging from 477.98 m to 475.62 m, two adjacent building remains identified as
a larder were uncovered. The southern and northern structures of these are rectangular in plan, oriented
east-west. The connection between the two spaces is provided by a door. In the southwestern corner of
the northern space, five in situ pithoi were identified, one of which was intact. One of the pithoi has a
Latin cross on its surface, along with ceramic fragments depicting crosses and other small finds. These,
along with the three-phase buildings to the west of the larder, were evaluated as a whole following the

812



Ahi Evran Universitesi Sosyal Bilimler Enstitiisii Dergisi (AEUSBED), 2025, Cilt 11, Sayt 3, Sayfa 811-830

archaeological research. The in situ data found within the Early Byzantine larder indicate that it was
contemporary with the church and several burial structures in the city. The findings prove that the larder
was used as a storage area between the 5th and 7th centuries (Figures 1-2).

Figure 2. Ankara, Iuliopolis, Erly Byzantine Period Larder Aerial Potograph and Dam Lake (2025)

In the city, which is divided by the Aladag River, the three-phase building remains found on the
southern slope of the terrace where the necropolis is located, near the riverbank, were used as a larder.
The boundaries of the northern space of the larder have not yet been determined, and the work was
concluded in November 2024, with plans to continue in 2025.

Figure 3. Ankara, Iuliopolis, Early Byzantine Period Larder, Aerial Photograph (2025)

In light of the available data, the rectangular-plan larder structure (Spaces 1 and 2) dated to the
Early Byzantine Period has been classified and dated. The aim was to investigate whether there is any
connection between the larder and monastic structures or city buildings. For this purpose, the historical
process of the larder was examined about the Early Byzantine history of the city, particularly focusing
on the 5th to 7th centuries, and the larder and small finds from that period were evaluated together
(Figure 3).
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The fieldwork was conducted and the data was converted into a publication with the permission
of the T.R. Ankara Governorship, Provincial Directorate of Culture and Tourism, Ankara Museum of
Anatolian Civilizations Directorate, dated 30.01.2024 and numbered E-70583208-155.01-4716552. We
extend our endless gratitude to the museum staft, especially the museum director, for their support in
the execution of the fieldwork and the publication. We would also like to thank Dr. Nikos Mertzimekis
and Dr. Deniz Demir for their support during this study.

History

The name of luliopolis first appears on the historical scene in the 1st century BC. Until the 11th
century AD, sources from the period and scholarly works mention Iuliopolis. Scientific research
conducted on Tuliopolis (Onur, 2014, pp. 71-76; Procopius, VII/V) has revealed significant data dating
back to the Phrygians (Sener, 2016, p. 39). The city, which is noted as a small settlement since the
Hellenistic period, has been found to contain numerous graves in its Eastern Necropolis (Sagir et al.,
2015, p. 151), indicating that Tuliopolis had a substantial population (French, 1981, p. 38). Iuliopolis,
during the Roman period, was one of the border cities between Galatia and Bithynia (Ramsay, 1960, p.
214; Ruge, 1918, p. 102) and is known to have had a dense population in the 1st and 2nd centuries AD
(Dabrowa, 2013, p. 361; French, 1981, pp. 38-39). Milestones from this period, particularly from the
Flavianus era in the 1st century, indicate that the Roman road passing near the city's necropolis was
renovated (French, 1981, p. 36). During the reign of Emperor Traianus, it is stated that a regional
command post/ centurio regionarius should be established in Iuliopolis, which was part of an important
transportation network (Marek, 2003, p. 58). At the beginning of the 4th century, ITuliopolis became part
of the Galatia region (Belke and Restle, 1984, p. 197; Onur, 2014, p. 67) and completed its development
during the Early Byzantine Period. During this period, Tuliopolis, described as one of the economically
rich cities, was located along the pilgrim route (Onur, 2014, p. 68). The pilgrim route was repeatedly
used by Roman and Byzantine emperors. It has been determined that especially Emperor Arcadius and
Honorius also used this route for military and civil purposes (French, 1981, pp. 38-39). Epigraphic texts,
inscriptions, milestones, stelae, graves, roads, and other architectural plastic works prove that Iuliopolis
was one of the important cities along the commercial-religious transportation routes during the
Byzantine period (French, 2013, pp. 144-146; Galanti, 1951, pp. 33-34; Mitchell, 1982, No.: 158-165).

Tuliopolis, located among the bishopric cities of Galatia I (Dogan and Avcu, 2018, p. 429, Fig.
6; Onur, 2014, p. 69), was represented by clergy at the Ankara Synod (314), the Nicene Council (325),
the Council of Chalcedon (451), and the Istanbul Synod (536), as well as the Fourth Council of
Constantinople (869-870) (Belke and Restle, 1984, pp. 181-182; Onur, 2014, pp. 69-70). Additionally,
researchers have pointed out that the information found on the inscription in the Sarilar area near the
city refers to Bishop Theodotos, indicating that he was the bishop of Tuliopolis (Mitchell, 1982, p. 139).
In the Early Byzantine Period, Iuliopolis, one of the cities in Galatia, is mentioned in council lists and
church records (Ramsay, 1960, p. 267). With the onset of the Byzantine Period, territorial changes took
place. As a result, [uliopolis was included within the borders of the Opsikion Theme in the 7th century,
and by the 8th century, it became part of the Boukellarion Theme (Belke and Restle, 1984, p. 62; Onur,
2014, p. 69). During the 7th century, when Arab raids were significant, it was determined that the
fortifications of Iuliopolis were strengthened (Kaya, 2020, p. 259).

To the south of the necropolis, a single-chambered graves belonging to Presbyter/Priest Paulos
(6th-7th century), numerous epigraphic remains from the graves, small finds from the Early Byzantine
Period, and a large three-aisled church structure demonstrate that the city was religiously powerful
during this period (Sagir et al., 2015, p. 154, Fig. 5). Additionally, the city's name is often associated
with Saint Theodoros of Sykeon (Mitchell, 1974, pp. 27-39; Niewohner, 2011, p. 47; Kaya, 2020, p.
47).
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Figure 4. Ankara, Iuliopolis, Room Grave of Presbyter Paulos (Inv. No.: M392) (6th-7th Century)
(Giir, Demir and Celik, 2024, pp. 149-166)

In the archaeological studies conducted in Iuliopolis, 24 out of approximately 781 graves have
been dated to the Late Roman and Early Byzantine Periods. The fact that some of these graves are
located inside and around churches and that most of the small finds were recovered from the church and
its surroundings (Dolmus et al., 2024, pp. 44-45), along with small data from the larder structure, further
supports the idea that these slopes to the south of the Eastern Necropolis were used as religious, civic,
and social spaces during the Byzantine period. In the list of churches from the Middle Byzantine Period
(11, X, XII, XIII), the city's name is mentioned in various forms such as Basilio, Basilaiov, or Basileov
(Ramsay, 1890, p. 244-245). The church in the city, which is mentioned in historical sources until the
11th century (Arslan et al., 2011, p. 273), was said to be under the jurisdiction of the Bishopric of Ankara
in the 11th century (Ramsay, 1890, p. 244). Archaeological findings, including Seljuk ceramics, indicate
the relationships between the Seljuks and Byzantines in Iuliopolis during the 12th and 13th centuries

(Figure 4).

The city, which continued to be used as a settlement area during the Ottoman period and beyond,
was still located along trade routes during this time. However, with the onset of the Ottoman period, the
settlement was abandoned, and the population shifted to the north and east. Between 1951 and 1956, the
Sariyar Dam was constructed on the Sakarya River, and the ruins of Iuliopolis were submerged under
the dam's waters during this period (Giiney, 2018, p. 101).

Larder Structure from the Early Byzantine Period

Excavation work conducted at Iuliopolis has uncovered and recorded many graves from the
Hellenistic, Roman, and Byzantine periods. Additionally, the church and burial structures from the Early
Byzantine Period indicate that uliopolis was a significant city, particularly during this time. While the
city's transportation network, commercial activities, and economic aspects have been largely clarified
through previous studies, no prior research has been conducted on the culinary culture of the area.

Archaeological work has uncovered many buildings remains from three successive phases in
Iuliopolis. Among these remains, the southern one of the two northern rooms has been recorded as Room
1, while the room to its north is marked as Room 2. Excavations were carried out in A-B-C-D-E grid
squares, with a width of 12.00 m north-south and 10.00 m east-west. The northern parts of the excavation,
Rooms 1 and 2, form the larder structure. A 1.10 m wide opening between Room 2 in the north and
Room 1 in the south provides access between the strorage rooms. These interconnected rooms can be
examined and numbered as follows (Figure 5).
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Place No:1

To the south, there are many remains of buildings from three successive phases. On the southern
wall of Room 2, there is a 0.90 m wide door located on the western axis, leading into Room 1. Room 1
has a rectangular plan in the east-west direction and measures 4.40 x 4.20 meters internally. The floor
is completely made of reused materials and earth fill, which includes pieces such as a marble altar base
from the Roman period, a column base, and a column drum. The earthfill also contains rough, non-
symmetrical reused stones and occasional fragments of tiles.

In the center of the rectangular-shaped room, there is a wall fragment made of rough-cut stone,
rubble, adobe, and mortar, which divides the room into two halves along the east-west direction. This
wall is 0.30 m thick, 0.40 m high, and 4.20 m long. The western part of the room, closer to a square
shape, is labeled as la, while the eastern part is labeled as 1b. Room 1b measures 4.85 x 4.44 meters.
The wall to the west of Room 1a is 0.80 m wide and 1.57 m high. The wall extending east-west to the
south of Room 1 is approximately 0.80 m high and 0.80 m wide. The flooring of both Room 1a and
Room 1b has been destroyed, but a thick layer of ash in the area has not gone unnoticed. This dense
layer of ash is believed to be from decayed or burned wooden construction, suggesting that there may
have been wooden elements in the structure that have deteriorated over time due to fire or decay.

A large number of reused materials from the Roman period were found inside Room 1. Most of
these materials were used as fill for the floor. Among the finds, there are ceramic fragments dated
between the Sth and 7th centuries, as well as a loom weight (Images 6-7).

Figure 6a-b. Reused Materials in the Door and Floor Covering between Rooms 1b and 2, Iuliopolis,
Ankara (2025)
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Figure 7. Ankara, Iuliopolis, Room 1b, Reused Materials on the Floor, View from West to East (2025)

Place No:2

The pithoi studies conducted in November 2024 have shown that some structures in Tuliopolis,
dating to the Early Byzantine period, were repurposed and used as storage areas. The storage area in
question measures 5.10 x 3.30 m. The eastern wall of the larder is 3.00 m long, 0.80 m wide and 1.00 m
high. The ends of the northern walls extending east and west could not be determined during the 2024
investigations. The southern wall of the larder is 5.10 m long, 0.60 m wide and 1.10 m high. The western
wall of the larder is 3.30 m long and 1.25 m high. Research on the northern wall of the larder is ongoing,
and further investigations are still underway. Additionally, the discovery of walls to the west of Room
2 indicates the presence of another structure. Research will continue in the northern and western parts
of Room 2 in 2025, as the investigations were paused for the time being.

In the southwestern corner of Room 2, adjacent to the western wall, five pithoi were discovered
in situ, lined up side by side, and connected. Two of these pithoi are located along the southern wall
(pithoi 1 and 2), while the remaining three are aligned north south along the western wall. Of the
southernmost pithoi, one is intact, while the others are fragmented but could be reconstructed. The pithoi
are fixed in place with limestone fragments. Additionally, six pithoi lids were found next to the pithoi.
These lids are made of local limestone, three of which are intact, and three are broken. The average
dimensions of the lids are approximately 6 x 33 cm. The higher number of pithoi lids suggests that more
pithoi may be present in Room 2, where ongoing archaeological investigations are taking place (Figures
8-9).

(e : ; , B
Figure 8. Ankara, luliopolis, Place No. 2, Pithoi No. 1 and 2 (2024)
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Figure 9. Ankara, Iuliopolis, Place No. 2, Pithoi No. 2 and 5 (2024) (Left)

Figure 10. Ankara, luliopolis, Early Byzantine Period Larder, View from North to South (2024)

Rooms 1a and 1b are located on a sloping terrain, from north to south. As a result, differences
in the thickness of the soil layers were observed during stratigraphic studies. In Room 1la, excavation
work began at an elevation of 477.86 meters and ended at 475.69 meters. In Room 1b, excavation work
began at 477.43 meters and ended at 476.11 meters. The ground elevations of Room 2, as well as Rooms
la and 1b, are close to each other. In Room 1b, where there is a concentration of reused architectural
plastic artifacts, efforts were made to reach the original ground surface by digging below the floor level.
In Room 2, archaeological work began at an elevation of 477.98 meters and ended at 476.89 meters
(Figures 10-11).

GRS g
Figure 11. Ankara, Juliopolis, Early Byzantine Period Larder, Room No. 2, After the Removal of the
Pithoi, View from West to East (2024)

Pithoi

In the archaeological excavation work carried out in October 2024 in Room 2, five pithoi were
discovered. These pithoi, made of fired clay, are approximately 1.00 meters in height. Apart from the
first pithoi, which features a Latin cross depiction, the surfaces of the others are plain.

Pithoi No:1

The pithoi found adjacent to the southern wall of Room 2 has been preserved in good condition.
The dimensions of the pithoi are as follows: body diameter: 2.40 m, mouth diameter: 0.42 m, height:
1.00 m, and body width: 0.80 m. The pithoi, with an ochre color, has survived intact. On the front face
of the pithoi, between the shoulder and neck, a Latin cross, created using dots, is present. It is 21 cm
high and 15 cm wide. Around the thick rim of the mouth, there are inward-curved and asymmetrical
decorations made freely with fingers. Two rows of borders, created with dotting, encircle the upper part
of the body (Figures 12a-b).
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Figure 12a-b. Pithoi with Cross Depiction Number 1 Identified from Room 2 of the Byzantine Period
Larder in Tuliopolis (2025)

The double border arrangement on the shoulder of the pithoi ends asymmetrically at the joining
point, with the ends of the dots not overlapping. In the upper levels of the body, horizontal "S" curves
are visible, interspersed with vine leaf patterns, forming a free decorative composition. This free
composition of vegetable and geometric decoration has been created using a dotting technique,
suggesting intricate craftsmanship and attention to detail in the decorative elements of the pithoi.

Pithoi No:2-5

The pithoi, which were broken, were documented with measurements taken from the outside
before the soil inside was emptied. These pithoi are approximately 1.25 meters in height and 1.15 meters
in body width, with mouth diameters of 0.40 meters. After a rounded mouth, the body expands in an
almond shape before narrowing downward, ending with a narrow, round low base. Aside from the first
pithoi, the other four pithoi lack any decoration, making the decorated one stand out with its more
intricate features.

The pithoi were photographed and documented before being moved to the storage of the Ankara
Museum of Anatolian Civilizations for further restoration work. After the documentation, mechanical
cleaning operations were carried out on the floor and walls of the second room. The south, east, and
west walls were constructed with reused stone, rubble stone, and mortar, with an average height of 1.25
meters and a plastered surface. All of these walls were built with similar techniques and materials, with
a thickness of 0.60 meters (Figure 13).

Figure 13. Ankara, Juliopolis, Early Byzantine Period Larder, Room No. 2, West Wall (2024)
Small Findings
During the archaeological work carried out in 2023 and 2025 in the 1a-b and 2-numbered areas,

two bronze coins, a marble column fragment, a marble column base, a marble altar fragment, a broken
glass tear bottle, an iron axe, a bronze patera, a loom weight, a marble sculpture fragment, numerous re-
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used architectural block fragments, and ceramic fragments were discovered. Among the many ceramic
pieces found, which included parts of lips, handles, bases, and bottoms, the majority were red-glazed
North African imported ceramics dating to the 5th-7th centuries. These ceramics were found broken in
the floors of pithoi and their surroundings. Notably, the fragments of an imported ceramic plate, dating
to the 5th-7th century, were found beneath the base of the second pithoi. The central field of the plates
often features a circular border enclosing inscriptions, with a Latin cross typically positioned at the very
center of the composition. Although the poor condition of the two bronze coins found in the
archacological area does not allow for precise dating, an assessment based on their contextual
association suggests that they can be dated to between the 5th and 7th centuries A.D. One coin was
located within the building material of the southwest wall of the second room where the pithoi were
placed, while the other was near the base of a pithoi (elevation: 477.67 m). Given their stratigraphic
context, it is reasonable to propose that they date to the period between the 5th and 7th centuries.

In (area) la, a broken marble altar fragment, fragments of brick, and roughly hewn stone
materials were discovered near the threshold of the 1.10-meter-wide doorway leading to the second
room, indicating substantial use of this zone within the floor layer. Additionally, a Roman column base
was identified in the southwest corner of 1b, while a column drum was used as floor paving in the
northeastern section of the same room. These findings contribute to the understanding of the space's
architectural evolution and its role during the period in question (5th-7th century).

In 1a, near the threshold of the 1.10-meter wide door providing access to the northern 2nd room,
broken marble altar fragments, brick pieces, and rough-hewn stone materials were found in the floor
fill. These materials suggest that they were repurposed or incorporated into the floor structure during
the period of use. Additionally, in the southwest corner of the 1b room, a Roman period column base
was discovered, while in the northeastern part of the same room, a column drum was used as part of the
floor paving. These findings highlight the reuse of architectural elements from earlier periods in the
site's continuous occupation and development (Figure 14).

Figure 14. Ankara, luliopolis, African Type Red Slip Imported Ceramic Fragments (5th-7th Century)
(The inscription reads EYAOI'TA KYPIOY / The blessing of the Lord.)
(D. Demir and D. Giir Archives, 2025)

In addition to ceramics, numerous baked clay brick and roof tile fragments were found in the
Ist and 2nd rooms. From the storeroom, where not all pieces could be identified, fragments of bricks
with one side measuring 0.31-0.32 m in length and 0.04-0.045 m in thickness, made with large particle
inclusions and in light brown-brown tones, as well as fragments of roof tiles with a thickness of 0.02-
0.025 m, made with large particle inclusions and in light brown-brown tones, were found.

In the 1b room, a marble column drum fragment (elevation: 476.50 m), a marble column base
(elevation: 476.11 m), and a marble altar fragment (elevation: 476.45 m) were found. These pieces were
used as floor fillers within the room.

In the 2nd room, a piece of a glass tear bottle was found at an elevation of 476.54 m inside the

2nd pithoi, which was leaning against the southern wall. The tear bottle, measuring 2.6 cm in height and
1.2 cm in body width, has a broken and incomplete mouth section.
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Outside the western wall of the storerooms, an iron axe was found. The heavily corroded axe
measures 16.01 cm in length, 10.00 cm in width, and 5.00 cm in thickness. There is a place behind the
sharp tip for attaching a handle. The axe was found in the floor fill and shows signs of extensive
corrosion on its surface.

In the 2nd numbered room, six broken but restorable terracotta pithoi vessels were found,
leaning against the southern and western walls. Based on analogical assessments, pithoi vessels with
similar characteristics from the 3rd-7th centuries found in the ancient city of Perre (Yagiz and Tosun,
2024, pp. 195-96) are proposed to date the pithoi vessels from the 6th-7th centuries when evaluated
within their context. Among these pithoi, a bronze patera and terracotta handle were found inside the
4th pithoi. The handle of the bronze patera is designed in the form of a stylized dolphin, attached to the
body by welding. Due to corrosion over time, the handle has detached from the body. There are broken
and dented areas around the edges of the circular-bodied patera. The mouth diameter of the patera is
19.2 cm, the base diameter is 10.2 cm, the handle length is 14.4 cm, and the handle width is 3.6 cm. It
was found at an elevation of 477.43 m (Figures 15a-b).
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Figure 15a-b. :Ankara, Iﬁliopolis, Location 2, Patera identified inside Pithoi 4 (2024)

In the excavations conducted in 2023 to the south of Room 1a, a terracotta spindle whorl was
discovered at an elevation of 475.69 m, adjacent to the southern wall of the room. The spindle whorl
measures 10.6 cm in diameter and 2.5 c¢cm in thickness, with a central hole of 2.0 cm in diameter. A
corroded iron fragment is attached to one of its surfaces.

To the east of Pithoi No. 2, at an elevation of 476.89 m, a marble fragment of a statue's left hand
was discovered. The hand measures 11.5 cm in height, 12.8 cm in length, and 12.4 cm in depth. The
four fingers of the left hand are carved in a closed position, and the hand appears to be holding a himation
(?) in its palm. Considering the contextual evidence, the statue fragment is suggested to date to the
Roman Period (1st-3rd century). Several statues were discovered in the city during illegal excavations
in the 1980s. One of these statues is a torso, while the other two are heads of a woman and a child (Aksoy
and Tekkilig, 2024, p. 254). Although the torso is attributed to Iuliopolis, its context, and findspot remain
unidentified. Scholars have suggested that it was made during the Augustan Period, which raises the
possibility that the hand fragment could also belong to this period or later (Tokbudak and Celik, 2024,
pp- 227-245) (Figures 16a-b).

Figure 16a-b. Ankara, Iuliopolis, Statue Fragment (2024)
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The walls of the larder were rebuilt and underwent several repairs during the Late Roman and
Early Byzantine periods. Numerous spolia architectural block fragments, mortar, and brick materials
were used together in the construction of the walls.

In the southwest part of Room 2, two in situ marble slabs belonging to the floor pavement were
identified beneath the pithoi. Each piece of the marble floor pavement measures approximately 3.00 cm
in thickness, 5.00 cm in width, and 12.00 cm in length. Although the rest of the floor pavement has not
survived, the soil fill at this level has been compacted and hardened.

Conservation Works

The larder, identified during the October-November 2024 excavations, was documented in situ
following scientific investigations conducted within the stratigraphic layers. The finds included five
pithoi, two bronze coins, a marble column fragment, a marble column base, a marble altar fragment, a
broken glass unguentarium, an iron axe, a bronze patera, a terracotta loom weight, a marble statue
fragment, numerous spolia architectural blocks, and ceramic fragments. After the completion of the
necessary documentation, the artifacts were transferred to the storage facility of the Ankara Museum of
Anatolian Civilizations for restoration and conservation.

The pithoi underwent mechanical and chemical cleaning processes carried out by conservators.
The restoration and repair of four pithoi (Nos. 2—-5) are currently ongoing. Following archaeological
investigations, the floors and walls of the larder (Rooms 1 and 2) were photographed and documented.
To protect the site from adverse weather conditions and potential damage caused by looters, the area
was covered with geotextile fabric. Archaeological activities have been temporarily suspended and are
scheduled to resume in 2025 (Figure 17).

-

Figure 17. Ankara, Iuliopois, Larder and Souh Areas, Geotex Closure Process (2024)
Evaluation

The ancient city of Iuliopolis was an important settlement during the Hellenistic and Roman
periods, and from the 4th century onwards, it became one of the significant cities of the Byzantine
Empire. The research conducted in the necropolis, including the identified tombs, grave goods, the three-
aisled church, and the restoration activities on the walls, provides significant data for the 5th-7th
centuries of [uliopolis (Giir, Demir and Celik, 2025: 105-123). Additionally, the storeroom identified in
2024 is dated to the Early Byzantine period, but due to insufficient funding, the work was concluded
with plans to continue in 2025. Among the identified finds, in addition to numerous repurposed materials
(column drum fragments, column bases, altar fragments), there are five terracotta pithoi, six round stone
lids and pithoi lid stones, terracotta ceramic fragments, glass fragments, one loom weight, and two
bronze coins. Archaeological excavations in Iuliopolis, conducted under the supervision of the Ankara
Museum of Anatolian Civilizations in 1991, led to the first discovery of a larder structure dating to the
Early Byzantine period. It is believed that sections of the symmetrical water channels, located in the
south of the excavation site and oriented in the north-south direction, may have originally belonged to
bathhouse structures and transportation networks, which were later transformed into storerooms and
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various other spaces. These findings align with the statement made by the Byzantine scholar Michael
Psellos, who mentioned the presence of thermal structures and baths near Iuliopolis, which he referred
to as Basileion (Belke and Restle, 1984, p. 182). Future archaeological work is expected to provide
clarity on this hypothesis.

The larder classified as numbers 1 and 2 consists of two adjoining rooms with a rectangular plan
oriented east-west. The storerooms have walls that stand at an average height of 1.00 meters. Between
the southern room (1) and the northern room (2), a 1.10-meter-wide door connects the two spaces. To
the north of room 2, the walls that define the boundaries of the space have not yet been identified. As a
result, the research in this area has been concluded with plans to resume in 2025. Access to room 1 is
provided through a 0.90-meter-wide door located to the south of room 1a. On the floors of rooms 1a and
1b, a dense layer of ash, approximately 0.10 meters thick (altitude: 476.59-476.49), is noteworthy. The
floor fill, especially between the ash layer, contains a high concentration of repurposed materials. It has
been determined that repurposed materials from the Roman Period were used in the architectural
structure of the larder during the 5th-7th centuries. The fact that the upper levels of the column drum,
altar fragment, and column base are at the same elevation as the floor level (altitude: 476.69 m) supports
this view.

Archaeological studies of Byzantine settlements have identified storage areas similar to those at
Iuliopolis. These structures were built alongside churches, monasteries, houses, or various other
buildings (Dogan, 2003, p. 79; Giirkan, 2003, p. 559; Kingsley, 1987, pp. 30-35; Talbot, 1991, p. 1391).
Storage areas have been found in locations such as Amorium (Demirel-Gokalp and Tsivikis, 2022, p.
339, fig. 4-5), Aspendos (Kose, et al., 2024, p. 239), Perre (Yagiz and Tosun, 2024, pp. 175-197),
Bergama, Kusadasi, Miletos (Fidanci, 2016, pp. 84-86, 164; Mimaroglu, 2011, p. 47), and Komana
(Tatbul and Erciyas, 2019, p. 276). It is known that various food items were stored in these spaces
(Cheung, 2021, pp. 63-75; Rzeznicka, Kokoszko, and Jagusiak, 2014, pp. 245-259). Storage areas
typically have thick walls and small, secure windows. Farmers and merchants used large ceramic storage
vessels such as dolia and pithoi to maintain the temperature of products like wine, olive oil, fish sauce
(garum), and many others throughout the year (Cheung, 2021, p. 63). Pithoi, which stored both liquid
and solid foods, are noted as ceramic vessels that allowed for the long-term preservation of products
without spoilage (Routman, 2006, p. 188; Yagiz and Tosun, 2024, p. 175). The pithoi found at [uliopolis
are similar in typology to those from Early Byzantine periods discovered in Amorium (Demirel-Gokalp
and Tsivikis, 2022, p. 339, fig. 4-5), Alisar Hoylik (Waage, 1937, pp. 127, 165), Kusadasi, Miletos,
Demre St. Nicholas Church (Mimaroglu, 2011: 47, 141, 146), and several other sites. Based on the data
collected from the storage structure at Iuliopolis, there is a clearer suggestion that liquid foods such as
water or wine were stored there.

The small finds, particularly from the southwest corner of the 2nd room, which were identified
to date between the 5th and 7th centuries, suggest that the larder was used as a storage area during this
period. Samples of the fill soil found inside the pithoi were taken for analysis, numbered, and transported
to the museum's storage. No tangible evidence of seeds or any other finds were detected in the soil fill
inside the emptied pithoi. This suggests that there may not have been any remnants inside the vessels
and implies that they might have been used for storing liquids. This will be confirmed through laboratory
analysis.

The location of the storerooms to the south of the necropolis, particularly about 750 meters
southwest of the church, suggests that this vast area was used as a settlement space starting from the
Early Byzantine period. Its position on the Hac1 Road route also indicates that the city had continuous
commercial relations with other cities. The depiction of a Latin cross on one of the pithoi, along with
geometric and floral decorations, suggests it may have been produced in a local workshop. The simpler
appearance of Pithoi Nos. 2-5, with similar dough structures, colors, and walls, supports the idea that
they are contemporaneous. If ceramic and amphora workshops are identified in later periods in the city,
it will help answer questions about whether these amphorae were produced in this city or another
workshop.
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In Room 2, the bronze patera found inside Pithoi No. 4 is thought to have been manufactured in
the 3rd century and used during religious ceremonies or evening meals for serving water and wine in
the 5th to 7th centuries. Many examples of bronze pateras made from various materials have been found
in situ inside the pithoi. Most of these pateras are made of ceramics and are significant representatives
of the oinophoros group in mold production. It is believed that their initial appearance was to imitate
metal examples, and there are also glass, clay, bronze, and silver versions. Metal examples have been
identified in the Thracian tumulus (Onurkan, 1988, pp. 48-51). These vessels are generally encountered
as tableware and everyday-use containers (Oz, 2021, pp. 159-161; Pastutmaz, 2009, p. 45; Sahin, 2021,
pp- 339-340; ). In the Roman period, meals were eaten by hand, and oinochoai (pitchers-jugs) were used
for handwashing before and after meals, with paterae held underneath to prevent the water from spilling
onto the ground (Oz, 2021, p. 159; Sahin, 2020, p. 341). It is known that in Christian liturgical practices,
the combination of a patera and a jug is still used by priests for handwashing (Oz, 2021, p. 159; Khamis,
2013, p. 96; Mustata, 2017, p. 45). Various scholars also state that paterae were used in kitchens for
cooking and for offering food and drink to the gods (Matthews, 1969, p. 33; Oz, 2021, p. 159-160). It
is noted that paterae were used by Roman priests to pour sacrificial wine onto the altar fire (Matthews,
1969, p. 33). Numerous bronze paterae from the Roman and Byzantine periods exist (Bosanquet, 2003,
pp- 246-254; Lafl1, 2021a, pp.192—-193; Lafl1, 2021b, pp. 212-214; Matthews, 1969, p. 30—42; Mustata,
2017, p. 254; Oransay, 2021, p. 76; Petchey, 1979, pp. 35-39; Stefanescu, 2004, pp. 421-429; Treister,
2022, pp. 23-46; Wamser and Zahlhaas, 1998, pp. 58-59). The discovery of the bronze patera from
Iuliopolis in situ within a pithoi suggests that it was used during the process of filling or transferring
water or wine from one container to another. A patera handle depicting a dolphin, dated to the 3rd
century and held in the Reading Museum collection (REDMG: 1981.40.59), shows similarities to the
example from Iuliopolis, although its bowl has not survived to the present day
(http://collections.readingmuseum.org.uk/index.asp?page=record&mwsquery=({search } =* {patera} )&
filename=REDMG&hitsStart=1 17.08.2024, 13:33).

During the Byzantine period, the control and supervision of key food products such as
agricultural goods and wine were under the authority of monasteries and the church. It is known that
large pithoi and amphorae were used to store agricultural products in the storerooms of fortresses,
monasteries, or churches located at the center of monasteries. In addition to being used as storage
containers in social living spaces, kitchens, or cellars, these vessels were also utilized for storing water
and wine (Fidanci, 2016, p. 9). The fact that the five pithoi identified in Iuliopolis were carefully placed
side by side, with a patera found in situ inside one of them, suggests that this space may have functioned
as a larder or kitchen. Due to their large volume, four of the pithoi have broken over time. These pithoi,
uncovered for the first time in 2024, had never undergone repairs before; the first example has survived
intact, while the others are broken but restorable. The symbolic decorations and Latin cross on the first
pithoi, which has a form and color similar to the others, have been dated to the 6th—7th centuries.
Contextual data suggests that the other five pithoi are contemporaneous with it.

Conclusion

The pithoi identified in situ were used for storage purposes, suggesting that they may have been
containers for liquid foods such as wine, vinegar, and water stored for transportation via the river in the
south. The products, such as wine, vinegar, and water, were typically stored in monasteries' cellars,
using various containers like pithoi and amphorae. The focus of your study is on five pithoi found within
what is thought to be a storeroom belonging to either a church or a civic structure in Iuliopolis. This
discovery suggests that the storage and preservation of goods, including liquids, played a significant
role in the daily life and economy of the area during that period. It may also point to the importance of
such spaces for both religious and civic communities in managing essential resources. The discovery of
the fired clay pithoi in November 2024 has revealed a connection between them and the 1st and 2nd
numbered spaces. The planned continuation of the 2nd space's excavation in 2025 aims to uncover the
original structure and all sections of the storeroom. The research so far includes the study of spaces used
as storerooms, pithoi, and other small finds. The pithoi discovered in the southwest of the 2nd space,
buried in the ground, are analyzed based on their form, body shapes, and rim details, along with
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analogical data from contemporary burial structures, inscriptions, and the historical context of the church.
These findings suggest that the storeroom was in use between the 5th and 7th centuries.

The finds, including a marble statue fragment, an iron axe, altarpieces, a column base, and a
drum fragment, which were used in the floor fill, date to the 2nd-3rd centuries. The pithoi in the
storeroom, which was repaired and reused between the 5th and 7th centuries, date to the S5th-6th
centuries, while a patera found inside the 4th pithoi is dated to the 3rd century. The fact that the patera
continued to be used for approximately three to four centuries for tasks such as filling liquids, drinking,
or pouring wine in honor of the gods is highly significant. The ongoing and future archaeological work
planned for 2025 and beyond will seek answers to the question of how long the storeroom was used and
provide more information about other associated spaces.
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Genisletilmis Ozet

Iuliopolis Antik Kenti, Ankara’nin 123 km kuzeybatisinda, Nallithan Ilgesi’nin Cayirhan
Beldesi, Giilsehri Mevkii’nde bulunmaktadir. Aladag Cayi’nin ikiye ayirdigr yerlesim alani daha
onceden Sarilar Koyii olarak adlandirilmistir. Sariyar Baraji’'nin 1950’lerde insa edilmesiyle birlikte
kent, baraj sularinin altinda kalmistir. Ankara Anadolu Medeniyetleri Miizesi’nin bilimsel
danigmanhiginda 1991, 2009 ve sonrasindaki yillarda bilimsel kazi ¢alismalar1 gerceklestirilmistir.
Helenistik, Roma ve Bizans donemlerinde nekropo! olarak kullanilan alanin giineyinde, 2023-2024
yillarinda Ge¢ Roma ve Erken Bizans Donemi’ne ait bir¢ok veri tespit edilmistir. Sur, yol ve yapilara
ait kalintilar tespit edilerek kayit altina alinmistir. Kasim 2024°te gergeklestirilen ¢aligmalarda Erken
Bizans Donemi’ne ait bir kiler tespit edilmis, 2025 yil1 itibariyle de ¢caligsmalar devam ettirilmistir.

2023-2025 yillarinda gerceklestirilen arkeolojik ¢alismalarda Geg Antik Cag ve Erken Bizans
Donemi’ne ait {i¢ evreli yap1 kalintisinin i¢inde, Erken Bizans Donemi’ne ait bir kiler yapisi tespit
edilmistir. Dogu-bat1 dogrultusunda dikdortgen planli ve birbirine bitisik olarak tasarlanmis olan kiler
yapisindan kuzeydeki (2 numarali mekan) igerisinde bir tanesi saglam olmak {izere bes pithos ile alt1
pithosa ait ¢esitli Ol¢iilerde tas kapaklar tespit edilmistir. Kiler mekaninda bes pithos disinda Roma ve
Erken Bizans Donemi’ne ait kii¢iik buluntular ele gecirilmistir. Buluntular arasinda iki bronz sikke, bir
mermer siitun parcasi, bir mermer siitun kaidesi, bir mermer altar pargasi, bir mermer heykel pargasi,
¢ok sayida devsirme mimari blok parcasi, kirik bir cam gozyasi sisesi, bir demir balta, bir bronz patera,
bir pismis toprak agirsak ve seramik parcasi tespit edilmistir.

Daha once kente ait herhangi bir mutfak ya da kiler tespit edilememis olmakla birlikte, yan
yana duvarin dibine yerlestirilmis in situ durumdaki pismis toprak bes pithosun birinin {izerinde Latin
hac1 bulunmaktadir. Dort numarali pithosun iginden bir bronz patera ve kilerin i¢indeki toprak
dolgusundan ise p.t. agirsak, demir balta, cam gozyasi sisesi, mermer siitun tambur parcasi, siitun
kaidesi, altar pargasi, heykel pargasi, iki sikke, seramik pargalari, pigmis toprak tugla ve kiremit
parcalari tespit edilmistir.

2023-2025 yillarinda A-B-C-D-E plan karelerindeki 1 ve 2 numarali mekanlarda, ortalama
477.98 m - 475.62 m rakim/kotlar1 arasinda gerceklestirilen arkeolojik ¢aligmalarda, kiler oldugu
belirlenen birbirine bitisik iki yap1 kalintis1 ortaya ¢ikartilmistir. Bunlardan giineydeki ile kuzeydeki
mekanlar, dogu-bat1 dogrultusunda dikdortgen planlidir. Mekanlar arasindaki baglanti ise bir kapiyla
saglanmaktadir. Kuzeydeki mekanin giineybatisinda, bir tanesi saglam olmak {izere yan yana bes tane
in situ durumda belirlenen pithoslardan birinin lizerindeki Latin hagi, hag tasvirli seramik pargalari ve
diger kiiciik buluntular incelenerek, kilerin batisindaki {i¢ evreli yapilar, arkeolojik ¢alismalarin
sonucunda bir biitiin olarak degerlendirilmistir. Erken Bizans Donemi’ne ait kiler yapisindan tespit
edilen in situ veriler, kilerin kentteki kilise ve birgcok mezar yapisi ile ¢agdas oldugunu gostermektedir.
Bu alanda tespit edilen veriler, kilerin 5.-7. ylizy1l arasinda depolama alani olarak kullanildigini
kanitlamaktadir.

Kilerin kuzeyindeki 6zellikle 2 numarali mekanin giineybat1 kosesinden tespit edilen kiigiik
buluntularin 6zellikle 5.-7. ylizy1l arasina tarihlendirilmesi, kilerin de bu donemde depolama alani olarak
kullanildigimi goéstermistir. Pithoslarin iginden tespit edilen dolgu topraktan analiz yapilmak tizere
numuneler alinarak numaralandirilmig ve miizenin deposuna taginmistir. Elenerek bosaltilan pithoslarin
icindeki toprak dolgusundan ¢ekirdek ya da herhangi bir buluntuya dair somut veri tespit edilememistir.
Bu durum kaplarin i¢inde herhangi bir kalintinin olmamis olabilecegini diisiindiirmenin yaninda sivi
depolamak amaciyla kullanilmis olabilecegini de diisiindiirmektedir. Laboratuvar analiz ¢alismalarinin
gerceklestirilmesiyle bu durum kesinlik kazanacaktir.

Kilerin, nekropoliin giineyinde ve dzellikle kilisenin ortalama 750 m giineybatisinda bulunmasi,
Erken Bizans Donemi ile birlikte bu genis alanin yerlesim alani olarak kullanildigini gostermektedir.
Kentin Haci1 Yolu giizergahinda bulunmus olmasi da diger kentlerle siirekli ticari iligkiler i¢inde
oldugunu gostermektedir. Pithoslardan birinin tlizerindeki Latin hagi tasviri, geometrik ve bitkisel
stislemeler, yerel bir atdlyede iiretilmis olabilecegini gostermektedir. 2-5 numaral1 pithoslarn ise sade
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bir goriiniime sahip olmasi, hamur yapilari, renk ve cidarlarinin da benzer 6zellikte olmasi, ¢agdas
olduklarin1 giiglendirmektedir. Ileriki donemlerden kentte seramik ve amfora atdlyelerinin tespit
edilmesi halinde bu amforalarin bu kentte mi yoksa baska bir atdlyede mi iiretildigi sorularina yanit
sunacaktir.

2 numaralt mekanda, 4 numarali pithosun iginden tespit edilen bronz pateranin, 3. yiizyilda imal
edildigi, 5-7. ylizyillarda ise dini térenler ve aksam yemeklerinde su ile sarap servisinde kullanildig:
disiiniilmektedir. /n situ durumda pithosun iginden belirlenen bronz pateranin, gesitli malzemelerden
yapilmis bir¢ok 6rnegi bulunmaktadir. Cogunlukla seramikten yapilmis olan pateralar, kalip yapimi
oinophoros grubunun nemli temsilcileridir. Ilk ortaya ¢ikislarinin metal 6rnekleri taklit etmek oldugu
diisiiniilmekte, cam, kil ve bronz ve giimiisten yapilmis 6rnekleri bulunmaktadir. Trakya tiimiiliislerinde
metal Ornekleri belirlenmistir. Bunlar genellikle masa servisleri ve giinlilk kullanim kaplar1 olarak
karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir. Donemi’nde yemekler elle yenilmekte, yemekten 6nce ve sonra oinokhoelerin
(stirahi-testi) el yikamak amaciyla kullanilirken altina pateralarin tutularak suyun yere akmasinin
onlendigi ifade edilmektedir. Hiristiyan ayinlerinde rahiplerin ellerini yikamak amaciyla giintimiizde de
patera ve testi ikilisini kullandig1 bilinmektedir. Cesitli bilim insanlar1 ise mutfakta yemek pisirmek,
tanrilara yemek ve igki sunmak i¢in kullanildig1 ifade edilmektedir. Pateralar Roma rahiplerinin kurban
sarabini sunak atesine dokerken kullandiklar1 da belirtilir. Roma ve Bizans Donemi’ne ait ¢ok sayida
bronz patera mevcuttur. Iuliopolis’teki bronz pateranin pithos iginde in situ durumda tespit edilmesi
kaptaki su ya da sarabin baska bir kaba doldurulmasi ya da aktarilmasi agsamasinda kullanildigini
gostermektedir. Miize koleksiyonunda, haznesi gilinlimiize ulagsmamasina ragmen 3. yiizyila
tarihlendirilen yunus tasvirli patera kulpu (REDMG: 1981.40.59) Iuliopolis 6rnegiyle benzerlik
gostermektedir.

Bizans Donemi'nde temel tarim driinleri (tahillar) ve sarap gibi temel gida maddelerinin
kontrolii ve denetimi biiyiik 6l¢lide manastirlarin ve kilisenin denetimi altindaydi. Kale, manastir ya da
manastirlarim merkezindeki kiliselerin depolarinda biiyiikk pithos ve amforalarla tarim iiriinlerinin
depolandig1 bilinmektedir. Bu kaplarin sosyal yasam alanlari, mutfak ya da kiler gibi yap1 boliimlerinde
saklama kabi olarak kullanilmalarinin yaninda su ve sarap saklamak amacrtyla kullanildig: belirlenmistir.
Iuliopolis’te tespit edilen bes pithosun da yan yana 6zenle yerlestirilmis olmas1 ve bir tanesinin i¢inde
in situ bir patera tespit edilmesi, buranin bir kiler ya da mutfak olabilecegini gostermektedir.
Hacimlerinin biiyiik olmasi sebebiyle pithoslardan dordii zamanla kirilmistir. Tk defa 2024 yilinda
ortaya cikartilan bu pithoslar daha 6nce hi¢ onarim gérmemis, 1 numarali 6rnek giinlimiize saglam
olarak ulagmis digerleri ise kirik ama tiimlenebilir. Birbirine benzer form ve renkteki pithoslardan 1
numarali 6rnegin lizerindeki sembolik siislemeler ve Latin hag1, 6.-7. yiizyillara tarihlendirilmis, diger
bes pithosun da ¢agdas oldugu konteks verileriyle agiklanmaistir.

Erken Bizans Donemi’ne ait li¢ nefli kilise ve mezar yapilari diginda tespit edilen bu kiler,
burada bir manastir yapilagmasinin bulundugunu ve iiretim fazlasi {irlinlerin burada depolandiginm
gostermektedir. Calisma kapsaminda tespit edilen bes pithos ve diger kiiclik buluntular analojik agidan
incelenerek kilerin tarihlendirilmesi yapilmis, elde edilen veriler 1s18inda Iuliopolis’in mimarisi,
sosyoekonomik yapisi, Geg Roma ve Erken Bizans Donemi’ne 151k tutulmustur.
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