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BARTHES VE FOUCAULT'A GORE YAZAR KAVRAMI

Oz

Bat1 diistincesinde yazar kavrami, fikri doniisiimlerle yakindan iligkilidir. Buna binaen bu arastirma,

postmodern donemdeki fikirsel doniisiimler baglaminda, yazarin dliimii kavramin ele almaktadir.
Roland Barthes'in (1915-1980) yazarin 6liimii séylemi ve Michel Foucault'nun (1926-1984) yazara bakist
1s1g1nda, yazar kavramim karsilastirarak yeni bir bakis agis1 sunmaktadir. Bu arastirma, metnin, okurun
ve yazarin degisen konumu arasinda var olan iligskinin tiirtinii ortaya koymayr amaglamaktadir.
Arastirma ii¢ temel soru etrafinda sekillenmektedir: Yazari 6liimii kavraminin postmodern diisiinceyle
iliskisi nedir? Foucaultun yazar kavrami sOylem teorisinde nasil ortaya ¢ikmaktadir? Barthes ile
Foucault'un yazara bakisindaki benzerlikleri ve farkliliklar: nelerdir? Arastirmaci bu sorulara Barthes
ve Foucault'un kitaplari1 1s1§1inda cevap arayacaktir. Arastirma giris ve iki kisimdan olusmaktadir. Giris
kisminda, modernite ve postmodernizm kavrami cergevesinde Bati diisiincesindeki degisim ele
almacaktir. Birinci kisimda Roland Barthes'a gore yazarin 6liimii kavramy, ikinci kisimda ise Foucault'a
gore yazarin gorevi konulari ele alinacaktir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Yazarin Oliimii, Roland Barthes, Michel Foucault, Metinlerarasilik, Soylem, Zihinsel Yapu.

The Concept of Author According to Barthes and Foucault

Abstract
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The concept of the author in Western thought was related to intellectual transformations. Accordingly,
this research provides a look at the concept of the death of the author and intellectual transformations
in postmodernism. It comparatively examines the discourse of the death of the author according to
Roland Barthes (1915-1980) and the concept of the author according to Michel Foucault (1926-1984). This
research aims to show the type of relationship that exists between the position of the text, the reader,
and the changing position of the author. It asks three basic questions: What is the relationship of the
concept of the death of the author to general postmodern thought? How does Foucault's concept of the
author appear within his theory of discourse? What are the similarities and differences between Barthes
and Foucault's view of the author? The researcher will attempt to answer these questions in light of the
books of Roland Barthes and Michel Foucault. The research was based on an introduction and two axes,
The introduction addresses the change in Western thinking within the concept of modernity and post-
modernism in general. In the first part, the concept of the death of the author according to Roland
Barthes, In the second part, the author's duty according to Foucault will be discussed.

Keywords: Death of the Author, Roland Barthes, Michel Foucault, Intertextuality, Discourse, Mental Structure.

Extended Abstract

The author’s position is variable and far from constant, as he assumes different roles in Western thought in every
different historical era. In the 1960s, the influence of the egocentric philosophy that continued from Descartes to
Sartre began to disappear. With the disintegration of the self, the concept of the author began to lose its value and
power, which led to the death of the author. The concept of the death of the author began to appear effectively in
Roland Barthes's article “Death of the Author” which was published in France in 1968. Then Michel Foucault
wrote the essay “What is the Meaning of the Author?” Both offer a new look at the concept of self, author, reader
and text.

When we look at Western thought, we see the transformations that this thought has undergone throughout history.
In every intellectual shift, there will be a different view of the author. Because the view towards the author is a
part of the general view of the human being, her existence and the relationship of this self with existence. From
modernity to post-modernism, many intellectual transformations occurred. Before modernity, there was a way of
thinking that believed in a God or an invisible power, namely the Creator, man was an image of the Creator.
Following the elimination of God, the human self became central in Western thought, the human being had great
value. and here we see the idea of modernity, a historical path governed by the idea that the new is similar to the
old, where the human self is at the center. The new is based on establishing foundations as well, foundations
different from the old, but in the end there are foundations. The concept of modernity is shaped by an
understanding of self, and self is an understanding of existence. Thinking about and criticizing literature belonged
to the ideological movements that dominated intellectual and non-intellectual life in Europe in what came to be
called the modern era. In the past, it was believed that there was an absolute, common truth, with a universal
standard, the destruction of this belief and recognition of diversity and equality among people led to relativism,
individualism and finally nihilism.

The transformation of ideas is very important in the modern era. In the early nineteenth century, a romanticism
contrary to classicism began to appear. Romance has become a matter of individual experience, in this era, everyone
had the right to think, and they began to believe that truth stems from the poetic self, and this self is connected to
nature. This change from an idea based on the centrality of God to the centrality of man led to the birth of
egocentrism. With this intellectual shift and the shift in outlook on the self and on existence, the historical approach
emerged that attacked impressionistic judgments and wanted criticism to be based on a scientific approach.

The historical approach places man at the center, as it is an extension of the idea of modernity and searches in
literary work for three elements: race, time, and environment. At the beginning of the twentieth century, the
psychological approach based on Freud’s ideas appeared. According to Freud, man is part of nature and he believes
that man is like any animal among other animals, so he lives collectively like other beings. With Freud’s theory,
man began to lose his status and value because not all human activities are the result of the natural factors
surrounding the person nor of his own will. Rather, it results from repressed things, and from the subconscious
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that controls human consciousness, meaning that there is no human will, and this has led to a distortion of the
concept of the self.

At this moment, the idea of modernity began to transform into the idea of post-modernism. The idea of
postmodernism is the death of ideologies and the death of metaphysics. It also looks at the human self and its
relationship to existence and how this self became after its dissolution. Aside from the values taken from history,
there are no higher values for humans and there is no focus on the human self. At this stage, after Westerners lost
their belief in God first and then their belief in the human self, they no longer believe in anything stable. The idea
of nihilism clearly appears here: “For Nietzsche, the entire issue of nihilism can be summed up in the death of
divinity or the fall of the highest values. Here Westerners began to rethink everything established, even the Bible
itself.

Metaphysics and its end in the post-modern era is an intellectual shift in which man lost his centrality and Western
thinkers began to think of the human self as something like other things, with a total system controlling it.
Everything that man has built around metaphysics needs to be reconsidered. This thought means the end of man
as a value and a position. These ideas were reflected in various fields of knowledge because the view of the human
self is comprehensive in its relationship with existence. It is important to say that linguistics (the linguistic turn)
is what undermined the role of the author due to Saussure’s theory of general linguistics. Linguistics views
language as a system and format in writing, the system has elements, each element has no value in itself, but
rather has value in its relationship with other elements, and through the system, meaning is produced from this
entire structure. Every signified has a signifier and does not need an author. The meaning is understood from the
text or writing, and the linguist deals with the language. Accordingly, we cannot think outside the language, and
there is no freedom to think outside the language.

Barthes believes that the author is a reader. This author (the copyist) reads everything that was previously
produced. Barthes wants to liberate the meaning of the text or the reading of the text from the author because he
wants an open and endless reading. The author does not convey any whims, feelings, impressions, or moods, and
therefore he contributes to this endless reading through intertextuality. Intertextuality is overlapping texts and is
a mental thing, not a written text. As for Foucault, he talks about the name of the author, and for him the name of
the author is not like other names. Foucault means here that he is not an author, he only fulfills a function within
discourse. He does not write anything except what the discourse allows because his mental structure is shaped by
this discourse. The text or speech produced by someone is a manifestation of the dominant discourse. Because
Foucault believes that no one speaks except within what this discourse allows, meaning there are restrictions on
what we can think and there are limits to what we can perceive.

The study concluded that the concept of the death of the author came as a result of intellectual transformations in
postmodernism. In this study, we tried to compare the death of the author according to Roland Barthes and the
author according to Michel Foucault, and we reached the following results:

- The concept of the author according to Barthes is the scribe who collects and compares different writings
and has no choice about what to write. The author uses some expressions, and these expressions existed
before him. The author is not the father of the text and is not responsible for it, the signifier, the signified,
or the laws of the language. It is merely a focal point in which the previous quotes gather, that is, it is
part of a whole, and it has a function to perform within the whole, and there is no effective central self.
This system is preserved in the language. All of these considerations justify the death of the author whom
Barthes created for him, but the concept of death here is not in the true biological sense, but rather the
absence of the self.

- When we look at Foucault's ideas about the author, we initially see a point of view similar to Barthes'’s,
but with a difference in showing the absence of the self. According to Foucault, the author performs a
function within the discourse. He does not write anything except what the discourse allows because his
mental structure is shaped by this discourse. The origin of the concept of author is discourse, the author
remains present as an entity, he only performs the function of discourse, and discourse dictates to the
author what to write.
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In both of them, the writer’s self is absent, This is a result of the absence of the human self and the loss of
its centrality in the intellectual horizon of post-modernism. But Barthes directly said the death of the
author, while Foucault gave the author a function within the discourse, and both of them lack the active
role of the author.
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