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Abstract

The concept of a blue economy, as an approach clo-
sely related to tourism, has been studied very limi-
tedly in the field of tourism despite its importance
and existential mission. The existing literature has
been discussed mainly conceptually. No study has
been found that reveals the details of the studies di-
rectly related to the blue economy and tourism and
evaluates these studies in general. In this context,
this study aims to present a bibliometric overview of
the studies on the concept of blue economy in tou-
rism in the Web of Science database. In the study, 74
articles on blue economy in tourism published in the
Web of Science (WQOS) database between 2015 and
2024 constituted the research sample. As a result of
the bibliometric analysis of relevant articles, it was
determined that studies on the blue economy ex-
perienced a slight growth trend followed by a dec-
line. Studies from the United Kingdom, Spain, and
the USA were among the most prominent. The most
frequently used research method was qualitative re-
search, especially document analysis. Although this
study is limited to the WOS database, it is obvious
that the visibility and citationability of these studies
could be much higher. Despite the critical role of co-
astal and marine tourism in global maritime trade, it
has been noted that blue economy and tourism-o-
riented studies have not received the recognition
they deserve. This is particularly remarkable consi-
dering that three-quarters of the Earth's surface is
covered by water and the increasing importance of
coastal and marine tourism.
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(")zet

Turizmle yakindan iligkili olan bir yaklagim olarak
mavi ekonomi kavrami, dnemine ve varolus misyo-
nuna ragmen, turizm alaninda oldukga sinirli caligilan
bir konudur ve varolan literatir daha cok kavramsal
dizeyde ele alinmistir. Dogrudan mavi ekonomi ve
turizm ile iligkili yapilan caligmalarin detayini ortaya
koyan ve bu caligmalar genel olarak degerlendi-
ren bir ¢alismaya rastlanmamistir. Bu baglamda bu
calismanin amaci, Web of Science veri tabaninda
bulunan mavi ekonomi kavramini turizmde ele alan
caligmalarin bibliyometrik bir genel bakigini sun-
maktadir. Calismada, Web of Science (WQOS) veri-
tabaninda 2015 ile 2024 yillari arasinda yayinlanmis
mavi ekonomi Uzerine turizmde yapilan 74 makale
arastirma orneklemini olusturmustur. ilgili makalele-
rin bibliyometrik analizi sonucunda, mavi ekonomi
lzerine yapilan caligmalarin hafif bir blylime trendi
yasadigl, ardindan bir distse gectigi belirlenmistir.
Birlesik Krallik, ispanya ve ABD kaynakli calismalar
en 6ne ¢ikanlar arasinda yer almistir. En sik kullanilan
arastirma yontemi nitel aragtirma, ozellikle dokiiman
analizi olmustur. Bu calisma Web of Science (WOS)
veritabani ile sinirli olsa da bu ¢aligmalarin gorinir-
lGgu ve atif alabilirliginin cok daha yiksek olabile-
cegdi asikardir. Kiyi ve deniz turizminin kiresel deniz
ticaretindeki énemli roline ragmen, mavi ekonomi
ve turizm odakli caligmalarin hak ettigi taninirhg ala-
madigi kaydedilmistir. Bu durum, Dinya ylzeyinin
dortte Gglndn suyla kaph oldugu ve kiyi ve deniz tu-
rizminin artan 6nemi gdz énidnde bulunduruldugun-
da 6zellikle dikkat cekicidir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Mavi Ekonomi, Mavi Blyime,
Surduralebilir Kalkinma, Turizm, Vosviewer, Web Of
Science.

JEL Kodlari: A12,F01,L83

107



https://orcid.org/0000-0002-1170-4308
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.13953401
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7310-5300

Emine Yilmaz / Nur Celik ilal

Introduction

Turkiye, The concept of the Blue Economy, which fo-
cuses on the use and protection of marine resources
and supports sustainable development, has emer-
ged as a paradigm in recent years, particularly in the
maritime sector (Calim, 2023). The concept of the
Blue Economy was first included in the book “The
Blue Economy: 10 Years, 100 Innovations, 100 Million
Jobs” published by Gunter Pauli in 2010 and later
used at the United Nations Conference on Sustai-
nable Development in Rio de Janeiro in June 2012.
Since then it has been actively used (Suluk, 2022).
The blue economy, directly related to sustainable
development goals, is also closely related to many
sectors. Sectors such as fishing, tourism, and mariti-
me transportation are especially closely associated
with the blue economy (Yilmaz, 2020).

Sectors such as fisheries, coastal tourism, ports, re-
newable energy (wind, tides, waves, etc.), and mari-
ne logistics are considered part of the blue economy.
Sustainable practices in these sectors contribute to
economic development (Guerreiro, 2021). The blue
economy aims to manage water resources efficiently
to preserve them as valuable natural resources for
current and future generations (OECD, 2016). Accor-
ding to the EU Blue Economy Report (2023), blue
economy sectors created nearly 3,5 million jobs and
contributed EUR 129.1 billion in gross value added
(GVA) in 2020. (contributing 1.1% to the EU-27 eco-
nomy), a 30%-decrease from €185.4 billion (1.5% of
the EU-27 economy) in 2019. Employment decre-
ased 26% from 4.50 million in 2019 to 3.34 million
in 2020 (1.8% in terms of contribution to the EU27
economy). Coastal tourism is among the most impa-
cted. Because Coastal tourism is at the forefront of
BE's economic sectors (Kabil et al., 2021)

The concept of the blue economy is an important
issue that should be addressed from the perspective
of the tourism sector, taking into account the factors
that constitute the supply sources of tourism. It has
begun to find a place in studies over the last 10 years
(see also: Birchenough, 2023; Garza-Gil, Varela-Lafu-
ente & Perez-Perez, 2021; Henderson, 2019; Karani
& Failler, 2020; Rogerson & Rogerson, 2019; Vazqu-
ez, Garcia & Valenciano, 2021; Vrontisi et al., 2022).
Although it is closely related to the tourism sector,
the number of studies related to tourism has re-
mained limited (see also: Cummings & Greenberg,
2022; Hall, 2021; Karani et al., 2020; Phelan, Ruhanen
& Mair, 2020). Studies related to tourism are most
often associated with coastal tourism (Karani et al.,
2020; Tegal & Gurning, 2018;). However, the issue
is closely related to the tourism sector. Fishing, for
example, is one of the most important recreational
activities for the tourism industry (Hall, 2021). Recre-
ational fishing includes both ocean and coastal ac-
tivities and inland fishing on lakes and rivers, which
can be extremely important for tourism (Hall & Har-
kdénen, 2006).

As a matter of fact, the blue economy, which con-
cerns many tourism-related issues from coastal
tourism to yacht tourism and fishing activities, is an
issue that needs to be addressed in terms of crea-
ting income sources in tourism, sustainability of the
tourism market and protecting the seas and biodi-
versity in the future. In this context, this study deals
with the tourism sector, which is a part of the blue
economy. Considering the economic added value
and employment opportunities created by the blue
economy, it is essential to determine new strategies
on the subject. In this context, the study aims to de-
termine the current state of the literature on the blue
economy and tourism, thus creating a guide for fu-
ture studies. Although there has been a similar study
in which coastal tourism and the blue economy were
discussed together before (Kabil et al., 2021), it is
thought to be important and contribute to the litera-
ture in that there is no study in which the concepts of
blue economy and tourism are discussed together,
which deals with the subject from a broader perspe-
ctive. Depending on the purpose of the study, the
blue economy phenomenon in tourism was analy-
zed by bibliometric analysis. This study aims to re-
veal the current status of studies on blue economy
and tourism, identify gaps in the literature, and offer
suggestions for future studies. Therefore, this study
will be useful in providing information for those wor-
king in this field as a starting point and contributing
to the literature.

Conceptual Framework

The concept of a blue economy, which emerged to
protect oceans, seas, and water resources, includes
all kinds of economic activities carried out in waters,
covering sectors such as fishing, tourism, or mariti-
me transportation (Bax et al., 2022). Studies in the
literature on blue growth, blue development, and
blue economy are mainly discussed together with
issues related to climate change, marine ecosys-
tems, and sustainable use of marine resources. (Ar-
mstrong et al., 2019; Graziano et al., 2022). In their
study, Armstrong et al. (2019) determine the effects
of human activities and climate change on deep-sea
ecosystems and define the risk levels of these effects
on ecosystem services. To this end, it contributes to
promoting the sustainable use of deep-sea resour-
ces within the framework of blue growth and marine
space planning (MSP).In his study, Hassanali (2022)
aimed to examine the legal and political documents
and organizational regulations that direct the deve-
lopment and implementation of regional ocean ma-
nagement and blue economy policies within CARI-
COM (Caribbean Community).

According to the study, CARICOM needs to be more
sensitive, holistic, and cross-sectional while making
policies about ocean management and the blue
economy. Existing literature studies focus on the de-
finition of the blue economy and its definitions rela-
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ted to maritime, oceans, and coasts. Studies on its
relationship with tourism have mainly been evalua-
ted on the coasts. Kamil et al. (2022), blue economy,
and coastal tourism were discussed together, and
bibliometric analysis and a quantitative meta-analy-
sis were chosen as a literature review method to de-
termine the research topics and publication patterns
of studies in this field. As a result of the research, the
number of publications in the blue economy scienti-
fic sector has increased significantly.

In contrast, despite the critical role of the coastal
tourism sector in the blue economy, there are re-
latively few studies on coastal tourism in the blue
economy literature. In the study conducted by Tegar
and Gurning (2018), the effects of sea and coastal
tourism and whether it is compatible with other hu-
man activities are discussed within the scope of the
blue economy. The study reveals that the concepts
of blue economy and ecotourism can reduce the en-
vironmental impacts of marine and coastal tourism
and, at the same time, promote economic growth.
Picken (2023) reveals that the concept of blue eco-
nomy should be considered within the framework of
the blue economy of marine tourism, coastal tou-
rism, and freshwater tourism activities. In his study,
he argues that tourism academics can contribute to
developing the blue economy concept and ensure
that tourism-related activities are handled more ef-
fectively in planning and policy development pro-
cesses.

Methodology

The bibliometric method is a technique that is beco-
ming widespread in the field of tourism and exami-
nes various features of printed publications through
numerical analysis. This method provides important
clues about the scientific communication process of
the relevant field (Temizkan et al., 2015: 394). Thanks
to bibliometric analysis, it becomes possible to clas-
sify these studies according to the direction in which
the studies in the field of tourism are progressing,
the topics discussed and their perspectives. These
analyzes can provide researchers with predictions
for future studies on how studies in the field of tou-
rism can be improved (Orug & Tirkay, 2017). As men-

Table 1. The results of the literature review

Cooperation and the

capital for blue growth

Journal

emergence of maritime Portugal, city, Innovation,
clusters in the Atlantic: . . Spain, Human capital, | Quantitati-
2015 Analysis and implications Marine Policy Ireland and | LOGIT, Maritime | ve / surveys
of innovation and human Scotland | cluster, Proximity,

tioned in the previous parts of the study, the blue
economy and tourism are inseparable fields. Despi-
te this, it does not receive the value it deserves in the
literature. To present this view concretely, this study
was prepared with the bibliometric analysis method.
In this context, this study aims to examine the articles
published in journals scanned in the Web of Science
database, specifically on the concepts of “blue eco-
nomy"” and “tourism”, and make some findings and
suggestions. In line with the purpose of the study, a
screening was carried out on the following research:

o In which years and how often were the stu-
dies carried out?

o What is the distribution of the journals in
which the studies are published?

o What is the author-country distribution of
the studies?

o What are the main research methods used
in the studies?

o What are the main keywords used in the stu-
dies?

. What is the distribution of citations to stu-
dies?

In this context, a literature review was conducted on
the Web of Science database between 15.06.2024
and 15.07.2024. Before starting the research, some
filters were used throughout the system. First of all,
only articles were included in the research. In addi-
tion, due to the language barrier and accessibility
concerns, open access and English language opti-
ons were preferred. In line with the purpose of the
research, the keywords “blue economy” and “tou-
rism” were used in quotations to initiate the search
process. After searching with the keywords “blue
economy” and “tourism,” the total of 148 studies
that emerged was reduced to 74 articles due to our
limitations, and the analysis process was conducted
on these 74 articles. While presenting the analysis
results, the clustering and visualization feature of the
VOSviewer program was utilized.

Findings

The information resulting from the literature review
is presented in tabulated form in Table 1 below.

Country

Keywords

Absorptive capa-

Social capital

48
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Blue Economy threats,

Blue Economy,

o : Journal of capitalist crisis,
Bond 2019 contradictions and resis- Political Eco- Sogth Oceans Phakisa, Con.ceptua— 27
tances seen from South | Africa . lized
. ogy resistance, South
Africa Africa
. blue economy,
Emergent planning soecial blannin
Rogerson for South Africa's blue Urbani P P 9 | Qualitative
: . South Operation Pha-
& Roger- | 2019 economy: Evidence Izziv-Urban : : / document | 14
. Africa kisa, coastal and .
son from coastal and marine | Challenge matine tourism analysis
tourism South Africa
European
Atlantic,
Assessment of the ge- Baltic/ Aguaculture, Blue
ographical potential for North Sea, Growth, Blue Qualitative
van den co-use of marine space, . . Mediterra- | Economy, Marine / Marine
Burg et al. 2019 based on operational Marine Policy nean/Black | spatial planning, Spatial 41
boundaries for Blue Sea and Marine gover- Planning
Growth sectors the Carib- nance
bean/ Gulf
of Mexico
Expert Assessment of ceezof:{isr;ea?escer:\a”r;-
Risks Posed by Climate . '
Frontiers North ge, anthropoge- o
Armstrong Change and Anthro- : ) : S . Quantitati-
2019 ) . in Marine Atlantic nic impacts, risk, 16
etal. pogenic Activities to . ve / surveys
L Science Ocean deep sea, North
Ecosystem Services in Atlantic Ocean
the Deep North Atlantic !
blue growth
Marine Cultural
Heritage; mariti-
Oceans without History? me archaeology;
Marine Cultural Herita- S sustainable deve- | Conceptua-
Henderson | 2019 ge and the Sustainable Sustainability Global lopment: SDG 14: lized 29
Development Agenda resilience; Blue
Economy; Ocean
Science
. Charting the course for a Environment, Blue growth, Blue
McKinley : ) Development economy, Marine, | Conceptua-
2019 | blue economy in Peru: a . Peru . : ) 33
etal. and Sustaina- Society, Sustaina- lized
research agenda s o
bility bility
Marine spatial
Gustay- A typology of different Journal Of planning; Q met-
sson & 2019 perspectives on the spa- | Environmen- United hodology; Blue Quantita- 9
. tial economic impacts of | tal Policy & Kingdom | Economy; spatial tive
Morrissey . ) ; ) o
marine spatial planning Planning economic impa-
cts; typology
Neoliberalism,
'Re-grabbing' mari- Tuna, Copsgr—
ne resources: a blue S bil vaéuon po |k():||es, Oual
Said & ’ ustainability ustainable ualitative
MacMillan 2020 | degrowth agenda for the Science Malta development |/ Q-method 25

resurgence of small-sca-
le fisheries in Malta

goals, Commu-
nity economies,
Redistribution
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Stakeholder Perspectives .
rsp Adaptation,
on Opportunities and . . .
. . Frontiers fisheries, tou- L
Hoerterer Challenges in Achieving ) . Qualitative
2020 . In Marine Germany rism, North Sea, ) . 14
et al. Sustainable Growth of ) / interview
: Science aquaculture, blue
the Blue Economy in a
. . growth, seafood
Changing Climate
. . Journal Of Blue Econom L
Harnessing Kenya's Blue . . Y| Qualitative
Rasowo et The Indian sustainable deve-
2020 | Economy: prospects and Kenya / content 6
al. challences Ocean Re- lopment, gover- analvsis
9 gion nance, COVID-19 y
Blue economy,
Coastal and
marine tourism,
. Climate resilien-
Comparative coastal and .
! . . . ce, Environment,
Karani & marine tourism, climate | Environmen- Blue carbon & | Conceptua-
; 2020 change, and the blue tal Develop- Africa . ) 36
Failler ) . ecosystem servi- lized
economy in African Lar- ment
. ces, Infrastructu-
ge Marine Ecosystems
re, Development,
Large marine
ecosystems
(LMEs), Africa
Russian
Opportunities For Federation
Sustainable Economic (St. Pe- Baltic Sea Regi-
Roos, Development of The tersburg, on, sustainable Concentua-
Kubina & | 2021 Coastal Territories of | Baltic Region | Leningrad, development, |izeF<)J| 3
Farafonova The Baltic Sea Region in Kalining- blue economy,
The Context of Digital rad) and digitalisation
Transformation 21 EU terri-
tories
Perceptions and
. The Blue Economy in the attitudes, envi-
Garza-Gil, . )
European Union: Valuati- ronmental-eco-
Varela-La- . . . N
on of Spanish Small-Sca- | Panoecono- | European | nomic synergies, | Quantitati-
fuente & | 2021 . : . ) ' 3
le Fishers' Perceptions micus Union blue economy, | ve/survey
Perez-Pe- .
oy on Environmental and small-scale
Socioeconomic Effects fishing, coastal
management
Yachts, marinas,
coastal risk,
Lazarus & 2021 Yachts and marinas as | Anthropoce- | Mediterra- safe-develop- | Conceptua- 8
Ziros hotspots of coastal risk ne Coasts nean ment paradox, lized
Mediterranean,
insurance
bibliometric
Martinez- Analysis and Trends Journal indicators, marine o
) . : o Qualitative/
Vézquez, 20213 of Global Research on Of Marine Global tourism, maritime | % . 0 | o0
Garcia & Nautical, Maritime and | Science and tourism, nautical i
) . . . . ; analysis
Valenciano Marine Tourism Engineering tourism, web of
science, Scopus
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Coastal landscapes,
sustainable consumption

Coastal landsca-
pes, Qualitative

Huang & 2021 and peripheral commu- Marine Polic Taiwan research, Sustai- | Qualitative 3
Mabon nities: Evaluating the Mi- y nable consump- | /interview
ramar Resort controversy tion, Sustainable
in Shanyuan Bay, Taiwan tourism, Taiwan
. Marine spatial
. . Baltic Sea ©sp
Business sector involve- (Europe- planning, Sta-
Luhtala et ment in maritime spatial an UnFi)on keholder involve- Qualitative
2021 planning - Experiences | Marine Policy ) ment, Planning . ) 6
al. ; countries . / interview
from the Baltic Sea process, Business
. apart from :
region . representatives,
Russia) i
Baltic Sea
blue economy
BE); coastal
Blue Economy and Co- to(urii’m' biblio- | Qualitative/
) astal Tourism: A Comp- . BT e i
Kabil et al. | 2021 ehensive VisualizatioF; Sustainability Global metric analysis; R | bibliometric| 34
Bibliometric Analysis language; Cites- analysis
pace; VOSviewer,
visualization
blue economy,
seaport, cruise | Qualitative/
Ve- terminal, sta- Systematic
~ Port Governance and . e .
ga-Mufioz | 2021 Cruise Tourism Sustainability Global keholder, tourism, | Reviews 1
et al. cooperation, and Me-
competition, ta-Analyses
cruise ship
Establishing a pre-CO- Annals of Surf tourism, Sus-
VID-19 baseline for surf Tourism tainability, Blue
Mach & 2021 tourism: Trip expenditure Research Global economy, Tourist | Quantitati- 19
Ponting and attitudes, behaviors Empirical preferences, Wil- | ve / survey
and willingness to pay InsFi) hts lingness to pay,
for sustainability 9 COVID-19
The ADRIREEF data-
. base: a comprehensive _ . . L
Minelli et 2021 collection oF?‘ natural/ Earth System | Adriatic | Dive Tourism, Co- | Quantitati- 3
al. artificial reefs and wrecks Science Data Region ral-Reefs, Marine | ve / survey
in the Adriatic Sea
Blue Economy,
. Blue growth,
Martinez- . L
VAzaUer Challenges of the Blue | Environmen- Ocean economy, | Qualitative/
Gar?:fa 82 2021b | Economy: evidence and | tal Sciences Global Maritime eco- | bibliometric| 37
Valenciano research trends Europe nomy, Marine analysis
economy, Biblio-
metric analysis
Sustainable live-
. . lihood -tou- | Qualitati-
Tourism-Based Alternati- s alternative | ve focus
Praptiwi et ve Livelihoods for Small Iiv’elihoodS' rou
P 2021 Island Communities Sustainability | Indonesia ! _group, 18
al. Transitioning towards a conservation interview,
Blue Ec%nom development; secondary
y marine planning; data

blue economy
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Blue growth,
Ocean economy,
The blue economy as Ocean governan- | , ,.
Scekluz;clter 2021a| aboundary object for | Marine Policy | Seychelles | ce, Sustainable l\/||xi<i—dmet— 26
’ hegemony across scales development,
Small Island de-
veloping states
Fisheries, Tou-
rism, Mana-
Disentangling ecosystem gement, Deci- .
Schutter . World Deve- . . Mixed-met-
2021b | services preferences and Seychelles sion-making, 4
et al. lopment hod
values Trade-offs, Ma-
rine, Coral reef,
Conservation
Blue Economy;
L Blue Growth; ma-
Scandinavian rine ecosystem
Hall 2021 Tourism and fishing Jourr?al .Of Global services; marine ConF:eptua— 10
Hospitality S . lized
) tourism; Sustai-
and Tourism
nable Develop-
ment Goals
Seasonality, Eco-
Mitigating seasonality tourism, Archi-
Agius & o0p1 | Patterns in an archipela- Maritime ltal pelago, Central | Qualitative 8
Briguglio go: the role of ecotou- Studies y Mediterranean, | /interview
rism Blue economy,
Aegadian Islands
coral reefs,
mesophotic
Fassben- 2021 Reef benthos of Seychel- | Biodiversity Sevehelles coral ecosystems, | Qualitative/ A
der et al. les - A field guide Data Journal y benthos, morp- Field Trip
hotype, Seychel-
les, Indian Ocean
Mediterranean
islands; forest
fires; fire weather;
Investigating the Clima- impact chains;
Bacciu et te-Related Risk of Forest S Mediterra- | blue economy; | Mixed-met-
al. 2021 Fires for Mediterranean Sustainability nean EUROCORDEX; hod 10
Islands' Blue Economy future climate
projections;
H2020 SOCLIM-
PACT
blue growth,
The Blue Growth Chal- Frontiers Erl:irgr?iizl mna;:érgeoiz\a/ir_ Qualitative/
Guerreiro | 2021 lenge to Maritime Go- In Marine . ' . document 6
. Atlantic | economy, marine ;
vernance Science . . o analysis
countries | policy, maritime
spatial planning
onseroionnd
Hietala et Ff:!evelg in yir?te rated Journal Of Estonia and ning - Land-sea | Qualitative/
2021 pIng 9 Coastal Con- ; interaction - MSP | document 7
al. coastal zone mana- servation Finland - Public participa- | analysis
gement (ICZM) in the P P y
. tion
northern Baltic Sea

113




Emine Yilmaz / Nur Celik ilal

Ve-
ga-Munoz, environmental;
Sala- |dentifying the Blue Eco- coastal; Blue Qualitative/
zar-Sepul- | 2021 | nomy Global Epistemic Water Global Economy; politi- | bibliometric| 5
veda & Community cs; aquaculture; analysis
Contre- energy
ras-Barraza
China’s 21st century China, ASEAN,
o . 21st Century ma- o
maritime silk road: Chal- o . Qualitative/
Song & " . . . ritime silk road,
=z 2022 | lenges and opportunities | Marine Policy China . L document 18
Fabinyi Y . Chinese maritime ;
to coastal livelihoods in ; analysis
) investment, Co-
ASEAN countries o
astal livelihoods
coastal erosion,
shoreline migra- Quanti-
Trends in sandy beach tion, coastal ma- tative/
. - - Journal Of South
Leuci et al. [ 2022 | variability EThekwini Mu- . nagement, sandy | morpho- 1
o . Sea Research Africa . )
nicipality, South Africa shoreline, sandy | logical data
beach, river im- analysis
poundment
Economic Contributions economic conj[-.
Gazal of Visitor Spending in . rlb_utlon analysis; —
Andrew & | 2022 | Ocean Recreation in the Water United Input-output Quantitati- |
. . States modelling; ma- | ve/ survey
Burns Florida Keys National . .
) rine sanctuaries;
Marine Sanctuary . .
visitor spending
sustainable de-
I |
Issues of context, capa- velopment goals, -
: . . blue economy, | Qualitative/
city and scale: Essential | Environmen- marine aovernan- | svstematic
Niner etal. | 2022 | conditions and missing | tal Science & Global 9 Y 13
; . . ce, marine natural | literature
links for a sustainable Policy . .
capital, ocean review
blue economy ,
economy, benefit
sharing
Macroeconomic impacts climate change,
Vrontisi et of climate change on the Climatic Mediterra- chmatg cgsts, Quantita-
al 2022 | Blue Economy sectors Change nean and | economic impa- five 1
’ of southern European Atlantic cts, CGE, blue
islands economy, islands
Deep-sea ecosys-
tems; environ-
Seabed mining and mental impacts;
blue growth: exploring ferromanganese
. thg potential ofAmarme Pure And As.la-Pa- crusts; IUPAC Qualitative/
Sakellaria- mineral deposits as a . cificand | chemistry and the
2022 . Applied Che- : . . .| document 13
dou et al. sustainable source of ; mid-Atlan- | environment divi- ;
mistry . . . analysis
rare earth elements (Ma- tic sion; polymetallic
REEs) (IUPAC Technical nodules; polyme-
Report) tallic sulfides; rare
earth elements;
seabed mining
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Corporate Pro-Environ-

cruise lines;

. J | i . o
mental Behavior on the ourna eco-ethics; mari- | Qualitative/
Ruban & . Of Marine .
2022 | Seas: Eco-Ethical Presc- . Global ne policy; respon- | document
Yashalova o Science and o . i
riptions of the Largest . . sibility; thematic analysis
. h Engineering L
Cruise Companies categorization
Maritime trip
planning, Vessel
. Automatic generation of routing, Route
Komninos, . . . ) . . . o
sailing holiday itineraries | Information planning, Itine- | Qualitative/
Kosto- . .
Lolos & 2022 | using vessel density data | Technology Greece rary, Recommen- | document
P . and semantic techno- & Tourism dation, Genetic analysis
Garofalakis . :
logies algorithms,
Semantic spatial
modeling
. Blue E o
Graziano The many sizes and Ecological Scotland Re L:sna(lzzrrjw(;n:is Qualitative/
2022 characters of the Blue gie and Michi- 9 Y3151 document
et al. Economics Employment, )
Economy gan analysis
Wages
Spatial distribution Ocean observa-
maps of real-time ocean tory, Maritime do- | Qualitative/
Tanaka et . . . !
N 2022 | observation platforms | Marine Policy Japan main awareness, | case study,
' and sensors in Japanese capacity building, | observation
waters blue economy
Examining Institutional blue growth;
Arrangements toward Caribbean Com-
oordinated Regional munity; reglonal Qualitative/
. Ocean Governance and | Coastal Ma- . integration;
Hassanali | 2022 : Caribbean . document
Blue Economy Policy nagement regional ocean analvsis
Development in the governance; sus- y
Caribbean Community tainable ocean-e-
(CARICOM) conomy
Martinez- . . Journal blue economy;
) Impact Analysis of Mari- ) i
Vézquez, ’ : Of Marine . local develop- | Qualitative
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In Table 1 above, the following information related
to the reviewed articles is summarized: year, author,
journal name, country of origin of the article, keywor-
ds, method used, and the number of citations. The
reason for this is to understand aspects such as the
level of interest in the topic, who has shown interest
and when, and how the subject has been addressed.

Figure 1. The VOSviewer scheme for the authors of the
publications

When looking at authors conducting studies focu-
sed on the blue economy and tourism, it is observed
that at least three authors predominantly prepare
the studies. As shown in Figure 1 above, according
to the visual created by the VOSviewer program,
there is no specific clustering among the authors
working on these topics. On the other hand, in in-
dividual searches, the most frequently encountered
authors are Martinez-Vézquez, Garcia, and Valencia-
no. The comment that can be made regarding this
is that there are no researchers producing works
frequently enough to be considered authorities on
tourism and blue economy topics.

Figure 2. Yearly publication numbers
Source: Web of Science (2024)

When examining the studies on a yearly basis, the
distribution of the studies’ publication years is shown
in Figure 2 above. In this context, it is observed that

the studies were published between 2015 and 2024,
with only a single study on the topic conducted in
2015. The interest in the subject peaked in 2021 and
2022, but subsequently, there has been a declining
trend.

Figure 3. The journals where articles were published

Another aspect examined was the journals in whi-
ch these studies were published. In this context,
the main journals where the publications, detailed
in Table 1 above, are clustered by VOSviewer are
shown in Figure 3. It is observed that most studies
related to the topic have been published in the jour-
nals Marine Policy, Frontiers in Marine Science and
Sustainability.

Figure 4. Research areas of the publications

According to Figure 4 above, the research areas of
the publications are seen. More than 82 % of the ar-
ticles are based on environmental sciences and stu-
dies (Web of Science, 2024). Interestingly, the eco-
nomic-focused articles only account for 5% of the
discussion on the blue economy. Therefore, it can
be said that studies on the blue economy and tou-
rism appear to focus more on environmental aspects
than on economic ones.

Figure 5. The keywords of the articles with a scheme of
VOSviewer
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On the other hand, even though the articles’ resear-
ch areas are mainly environmental, the most frequ-
ently used keywords are blue economy, blue growth,
tourism, sustainable development, ocean economy,
and sustainable development goals according to
the scheme of VOSviewer in Figure 5.

Figure 6. Countries of the articles scheme of VOSviewer

Data on the countries where the studies were condu-
cted have been examined and illustrated in Figure 6
above. It is known that all the countries where the
studies were conducted have coastlines along seas
or oceans and derive economic income from marine
environments. However, in terms of clustering, most
studies have been conducted in England, Spain, and
the USA, with these three countries accounting for
more than half of the studies conducted.

Figure 7. The most cited articles scheme of VOSviewer

In Figure 7 above, the citations made to published
works are shown clustered by author. More detailed
numbers are also provided in Table 1 above. Accor-
ding to these data, 10 of the listed works have not
yet received any citations. Among the works that
have received the most citations are those by Pinto
et al., van den Burg et al., and Martinez-Vazquez et
al. Overall, the topic has a relatively low citation rate.

Finally, the methods used in the studies were exami-
ned. In this regard, 46 of the studies were conducted
using qualitative research methods and document
analysis. Additionally, 12 studies were prepared
using quantitative methods, primarily through sur-
vey techniques. Ten studies were entirely concep-

tual, and six employed a mixed-methods approach.
This indicates that the topic has predominantly been
studied using qualitative methods, relying on rele-
vant documents and literature.

Conclusion

The concept of a blue economy has recently beco-
me one of the prominent topics as it is closely re-
lated to the tourism sector (Kabil et al., 2021). This
study aims to contribute to the relevant literature by
examining the research on blue economy and tou-
rism within the framework of the determined criteria
(year of the study, distribution of the journals in whi-
ch it was published, author-country distribution, ba-
sic research methods, keywords used, and citation).

The results of this research provide important findin-
gs in terms of revealing the place of the blue eco-
nomy concept in tourism and the diversity of studies
conducted in this field. 74 articles published in the
Web of Science database between 2015 and 2024
were examined and analyzed. In this context, the
most striking finding about the study is that despi-
te the importance of coastal and marine tourism in
general maritime trade and international tourism
mobility, it deserves a different and better position.
Blue economy studies in tourism, which have only
a 10-year writing history, have already entered a
downward trend. Unlike what Martinez-Vazquez et
al. (2021b) found in their research, now it is a certain
finding that blue economy studies related to tourism
are visibly decreasing. However, the issue is also cri-
tical in terms of sustainable tourism. Although blue
economy scientific production has increased signifi-
cantly over the years (Kabil et al., 2021), the subject
of blue economy and tourism has received relatively
less attention in the literature despite the critical role
of coastal tourism in the blue economy. The findings
reflect changes in research priorities and emerging
themes within the academic community, underlining
the dynamic nature of academic interest in the blue
economy in tourism.

According to the results, England, Spain, and the
USA are among the countries that stand out in stu-
dies on blue economy and tourism. These countries
are considered leaders in this field of research, ha-
ving produced literature addressing various aspects
of the blue economy. Kabil et al. (2021) state that
when scientific production related to the blue eco-
nomy is examined, China, England, Kenya, and the
USA emerge as the most productive countries. This
shows that research efforts are spread across diffe-
rent continents, underscoring global interest in the
blue economy. These findings show that although
the blue economy is a globally valid concept, the
academic focus on this topic varies across regions.

Many of these studies use qualitative research met-
hods, especially document analysis. This methodo-
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logical approach has facilitated an in-depth inves-
tigation of the dimensions of the blue economy. In
particular, the article titled “Collaboration and the
Emergence of Maritime Clusters in the Atlantic:
Analysis and Implications of Innovation and Human
Capital for Blue Growth” garnered the most citati-
ons. This study highlights the critical role of mariti-
me clusters in the Atlantic region, examining their
contribution to innovation and human capital deve-
lopment and emphasizing the importance of blue
growth. Document analysis is essential because it
provides a basis for new studies by reviewing the
existing literature and previous research (Yildirm &
Simsek, 2016). On the other hand, the lack of current
publications and information may not reflect the cur-
rent situation. In this respect, quantitative methods
can also be used to obtain more generalizable data.
Various methodological approaches and geograp-
hical representations in the literature enrich our un-
derstanding of the multifaceted nature of the blue
economy and its implications for sustainable deve-
lopment in the tourism sector.

According to the results of keyword analysis, the ter-
ms after “blue economy,” “blue growth,” and “tou-
rism”, “sustainable development, ocean economy,
and sustainable development goals” are the most
frequent keywords in the literature. This reveals that
the blue economy is an important concept in terms
of economic development but also in terms of sus-
tainability and environmental protection. The study
by Hassanali (2022) also emphasizes the importance
of the blue economy in sustainable development,
especially in marine areas. The frequent occurrence
of these terms in the literature emphasizes the sub-
ject's importance and currentness. The fact that the
keywords blue economy, blue growth, and tourism
come together emphasizes that the issue should
be evaluated in terms of its sustainable, economic,
and social dimensions. As an essential component
of the blue economy, tourism can stimulate econo-
mic growth in marine and coastal regions. Tourism,
especially based on marine ecosystems, can cont-
ribute to local economies. However, the adverse
environmental effects of tourism also need to be
considered. When discussing coastal tourism, if the
blue economy and blue growth issues are discussed
together and strategies are developed for this, it will
positively affect the sector in practice.

However, the visibility and citation rates of studies
focusing on the blue economy and tourism are not
as high as they could be. This implies that the num-
ber of publications and citations is relatively low
compared to the significance of the topic. Just by
looking at the number of citations, one can once
again witness how low the number of publications
on the subject is. Not working on the subject may
indicate two issues: first, everyone already knows the
subject well and does not need to study. Secondly,
the importance of the subject has not been adequ-

ately understood, and the subject has not become
a focal point to be studied; in other words, there
has not been enough curiosity for research. Howe-
ver, as stated in the conceptual framework, the blue
economy is a multidimensional field that concerns
the whole world and deserves to be given more im-
portance. Thus, increasing awareness and scholar-
ly engagement with this subject could enhance its
academic prominence and highlight its importance
in promoting sustainable practices within maritime
sectors. This underscores the need for more focu-
sed research and greater dissemination of findings
to elevate the blue economy’s profile within the aca-
demic community.

These results reveal that blue economy studies
need the attention they deserve, considering that
two-thirds of the earth’s surface is covered with wa-
ter and the increasing importance of coastal and
marine tourism in the global economy. It is emp-
hasized that future research should examine the
different dimensions of the blue economy in more
depth and better understand this field’s economic,
environmental, and social aspects. In this context,
promoting sustainable practices and raising aware-
ness about the blue economy should be an essen-
tial agenda item both in the academic world and
among policymakers. It should not be forgotten that
the blue economy is of critical importance in terms
of economic development, sustainability, and envi-
ronmental protection. Therefore, researchers and
policymakers must adopt versatile and innovative
approaches to unlock the full potential of the blue
economy. This situation also shows that the number
and citation rates of studies on the blue economy
and tourism should be increased. More coverage in
academic literature and increased awareness of this
issue will contribute to a better understanding of the
importance of the blue economy in global maritime
trade. This could offer new opportunities for both
researchers and policymakers and further strengt-
hen the blue economy’s contribution to sustainable
development.
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