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Abstract

Arab poets began to show interest in children's literature in the modern era from the late nineteenth century
onward. The most significant development, however, occurred in the second half of the twentieth century,
when major poets regarded children as the foundation of the future and sought to contribute to their
education. The poets' approaches to this subject varied according to their political affiliations, yet they
consistently perceived in the child the promise of a bright future. Based on this, this research deals with the
poetry of Sulaiman al-Issa (d. 2013), who began writing for children after he was nearly fifty years old,
following the June 1967 setback, which was the reason for this transformation. The basis for choosing this
topic was the great gap between the theme of the homeland and the theme of religion in his poetry. The
poet al-Issa took the homeland as a central theme that defined his entire poetic identity in his poetry for
both adults and children. He saw Arab nationalism as the path to a beautiful future if entrusted to children
and raised accordingly. This research aims to highlight the absence of religious themes in al-Issa's poetry,
at a time when nationalist themes clearly dominated his poetry. The research examined the most important
themes in al-Issa's children's poetry, including: the homeland, education and upbringing, and aspects of
nature. As for the subject of religion, he mentioned a few references related to it, but he did not attribute
them to the Islamic religion, but rather saw them as fruits of Arab history and the achievements of the Arab
nation to which he devoted his life. He was a nationalist poet who only sang of national glories, trying to
transform every Islamic victory into a historical glory that he presents to children in a national context
without linking it to religion. This is a strange contradiction in his poetry that he presented to children.
There has been a union between Arabism and Islam throughout our history. There would have been no glory
or sublime civilization for the Arabs without Islam. However, the poet Sulaiman al-Issa ignores our Islamic
history, believing in the idea of Arabism rather than Islam, based on the partisan and political ideas he has
been involved with since the beginning of his life. Thus, the poet has neglected both realistic and artistic
honesty in what he presents to children. Examples of this include the fact that Palestine, in his poetry, is
merely an occupied Arab land, unrelated to the Isra' (Night Journey) and lacking any Islamic symbolism with
which he presents it to children. For him, the martyrdom of a martyr is not an act of obedience to God's
command or a jihad for His sake, but rather an act of defending Arab land and its unity. When he educates
children, he presents them with everything related to the homeland, but he teaches them nothing about
their religion. When he mentions Islamic figures, he does not mention them because of their connection to
Islamic history, but rather places them within Arab history alone, stripping them of any Islamic significance.
The research relied on a descriptive and analytical approach by examining the poet's texts in "Diwan al-
Atfal" (Children's Collection) and some of his other poems. The research also drew on a number of important
sources in this literary field, including: "Children's Literature in the Contemporary World" and "Islamic
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Literature for Children," both by Ismail Abdel Fattah, and "Toward an Islamic School of Thought in Literature
and Criticism" by Abdul Rahman al-Basha. Among the sources we have access to, we have not found a study
that highlights the absence of religious themes in al-Issa's poetry. Therefore, this research's contribution to
the field of literary studies is evident in its reference to this issue, its demonstration of it, and its comparison
with the great interest in the topic of the homeland. The research reached a number of important
conclusions, including that the homeland holds paramount importance in children's poetry, and that
religion has never risen to the level of an independent theme in his poetry. This is due to the poet's partisan
and political affiliation, which favors nationalism, distancing itself from religion. He even opposes it, viewing
religious commitment as a form of religious reactionism and a fundamental threat to progressive progress.
Thus, the poet failed to utilize religious themes to build the child's character in an authentic way rooted in
his heritage. The national bond is insufficient to establish true belonging, which would not have existed
without Islam, which liberated and united the Arabs. Thanks to Islam, they built the civilization celebrated
by the poet Sulaiman al-Issa. Consequently, the poet lost the most important theme he could have utilized
in building the child's character, a theme he had endeavored to cultivate throughout his poetic experience
with children, which spanned nearly half a century.
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