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Tolerance in the pluralism and multiculturalism is a demand. The diversity requires a unity through 

the acceptance and appreciation, furthers, it is a cooperative attitude that upholds the value of 

harmony. The aim of this research is to analyze and describe how the students’ tolerance behavior in 

a religious-based primary school in the gender perspective. The distinct attitude on the male and 

female students in the daily basis heightens the fact of this case in tolerance also happened among 

them. Employing the qualitative method, this study implemented case study. The result shows that 

there is a distinct tolerance behavior to the male and female students in religious-based primary 

school. The male students tend to be more ignorant towards the differences; meanwhile; the female 

students are more sensitive towards the diversity in their environment.
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INTRODUCTION 

Tolerance is a necessary element of intercultural communication; is the ability to understand the 

important thing not only in own, but in a different culture, to see value starts in the other, alien faith, to 

isolate the grounds that do not contradict the spiritual and moral values (Aubakirova, Ismagambetova, 

Karabayeva, Rysbekova, & Mirzabekova, 2016). Terminologically, tolerance is letting other people do 

according to their interest (Jamrah, 2015). Tolerance of individuals requires that each person’s viewpoint 

receives a courteous hearing, not that all views have equal worth, merit, or truth (Von Bergen & Collier, 

2013). Tolerance is based on the diversity. The difference is absolute, everyone can not change it . Besides, the 

essence of tolerance is that it is the quality of the culture of every society and every citizen regardless of 

gender, age, profession or ethnicity (Aubakirova et al., 2016). Each person has various differences in physics, 

personalities and perspectives. There are two sides of impacts of diversity, which are negative and positive. 

The negative impact is the conflicts occurred from the inability to accept the differences or even from self-

obtrude. In the other side, the positive impact shows that there is a more unique and more varied culture 

and identity of the country.      

Indonesia is a plural country with its archipelago area which has particular unique identity. The well -

known motto of the Indonesian state is “Bhinneka Tunggal Ika”, which means “Unity in Diversity“. This 

word symbolizes the fact that this populous nation is spread across thousands of islands and consists of 

multi-ethnic groups with their own vernaculars, colourful cultures, religions and/or indigenous beliefs and 

live and spread on the thousands of islands (UNESCO, 1998). With its large geographical area and various 

socio-cultural, it demands every single civilian to apply the tolerance in daily life. The country who has 

unique multi-ethnic and multi-mental like Indonesia, faces its own dilemma, in one side it leads Indonesia 

being a multi-cultural nation-state, in another side it leads to some threats (Lestari, 2015). The importance of 

tolerance in pluralism and multiculturalism will have effect on the cooperation and harmony among the 

civilians. It is urgently required to introduce tolerance behavior to the children in early age  (Safrilsyah, 

2015). Moral education and character is used for strengthening human relationships within a framework of a 

broad organizational system that is state or government  (Slamet, 2018). 

Indonesia consists of 34 provinces, each province has its own characteristics ranging from ethnicity, 

language, color and culture. Cultural characteristics of each region is different and therefore the culture of 

each region needs to be introduced as a local wisdom so that cultural identity can be understood by anyone. 

Every culture in Indonesia has similarities and differences. In general, Indonesia has a strong culture of 
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cooperation among its citizens. The undermining of the culture of cooperation in Indonesia is limited to 

inter-regional cooperation. The existence of cultural differences between regions limits the implementation 

of the attitude of cooperation of Indonesian citizens. 

Education has important role to revert person’s behavior including the tolerance behavior 

implementation. Religion teaching becomes an effort in shaping and strengthening the characteristics 

(Mahmoudi, 2017). Therefore, Religious-based primary schools are able to be the alternative in shaping the 

positive characteristics on the students’ tolerance behavior  due to both education and religion have high 

relevancy in shaping characteristics (Short, 1970). The difference in male and female characteristics in several 

aspects becomes one of this research backgrounds (Hyde, 2014). The male who tends to be more masc uline 

and female who is feminine have special characteristics in social interaction and individual life (Santrock, 

2006). 

 The conduct of this research contributes to many parties, especially parents in providing the best 

education and quality for their children. Religious-based primary schools can be an alternative in applying 

tolerance to students so that students have good social skills with the people around them.  The lack of time 

allocation in religion subject in Indonesia has been a reason for estab lishment of religious-based school in 

Indonesia (Ministry of religion, 2007). The learning activities inside and outside the class are taught based on 

the religion they believe.    

Recent development in this research is on the latest way in analyzing the s tudents’ tolerance 

behavior conducted in religious-based primary school in gender perspective. The previous research 

discusses the religion role on the religion ethnic (Idris, Abdullah, Ahmda, & Mansor, 2016), others focuses on 

the more general aspects not on the tolerance behavior in primary school (Von Bergen & Collier, 2013).  

Situation of the Problem 

The fact happening today is that students in religion-based primary schools commit discriminatory 

actions against each other and sometimes show things that are not taught by their religion such as insulting, 

bullying, and mocking. Especially in male and female student. These acts reflect intolerance. So, what factors 

are the causes of intolerance attitude happened to students who attend religion-based primary school? Is the 

role of religion-based elementary school in teaching and applying the attitude of tolerance has not been 

optimal yet? or such deviations occur due to outside influences that becomes a tradition perpetuated by 

students?    

Aim of the Study 

The purpose of this study is to describe how the student’s tolerance attitude in primary schools in a 

gender perspective. Analyzing whether there is a difference between male and female students' tolerance 

stance and the causes and effects of such differences in tolerance. The novelty and uniqueness of this 

research is the existence of gender reviews in analyzing students' tolerance. Characteristic differences in 

male and female students are usually only analyzed in general and not in depth on a particular attitude, but 

in this study discussed in detail about the tolerance of male and female students  

METHOD 

This research was conducted by using a qualitative approach with case study method (Creswell, 

2012). The population of this study is all religion-based primary schools in Bandung. While the samples used 

are Islamic and Christian religion-based primary schools. The sampling technique used is purposive 

sampling.Purposive sampling is a technique of sampling data sources with certain considerations (Yin, 

2002). The reason for the use of purposive sampling technique is that the majority of the population of 

Indonesia is Islam adherents, following next is Christianity adherents. The instrument used in this study is 

the researcher himself, because in qualitative research the researcher acts as a human instrument that serves 

to establish the focus of research, to select informants as data sources, to collect data, to assess data quality, 

to analyze data, to interpret data and to make conclusions on the findings (Miles & Huberman, 1992).  

Data collection techniques used in this study are interview and observation. The reason of using 

interview and observation is that with both data collection techniques, the researcher can obtain deeper data 

sources from informants and resource persons with extensive information on the role of religious -based 

primary schools in applying tolerance. The type of interview used in this study is an unstructured interview 
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or better known as an open interview (Sugiyono, 2016). Open interviews were conducted because the 

researcher did not use interview guidelines that had been arranged systematically and completely, interview 

guidelines are used only in the form of outlines of the issues to be asked. Interviews were conducted to 

students, parents, teachers and principals. Observations were conducted in a participatory way in which the 

researcher was involved with the student's daily activities. 

Validity and credibility of data in qualitative research is carried out by using triangulation time and 

triangulation of source. It means checking data from various sources at various times. By doing the validity 

by using triangulation of source and time, all data obtained from this research can be said valid, because 

sources and time obtained not only come from one source and one time, but also from some source and data 

taking data done in multiple time. 

Data analysis technique used is Miles and Huberman data analysis model where the data are 

analyzed through three stages, namely data reduction, data display and conclusion drawing / verification. 

Data reduction means summarizing, selecting or focusing dat a on important findings in the field. After the 

data is reduced the next step is to display the data. Presentation of data can be done in the form of short 

descriptions or charts, but data analysis in qualitative research more often uses narrative texts (Miles & 

Huberman, 1984). The last step of data analysis techniques according to Miles and Huberman is to make 

conclusions and verification. Conclusions in qualitative research are new findings that have not previously 

existed.   

RESEARCH RESULT AND FINDINGS 

The finding demonstrates the presence of the gap on the female and male students’ tolerance 

behavior. The male tends to be more ignorant and female are more sensitive to the differences in the 

environment. Males have more discriminative tendencies in treat ing the differences while females have less. 

Difference response to tolerance between males and females highlights the factor of different characteristics 

between them. The sensitive feelings the females have encourage the boys to tease them for every litt le 

mistake they made and laughed at it. Due to its embarrassment, most of the girls are embarrassed and 

unconfident to be around their friends.     

Another result found that the school has taught the tolerance behavior concept to the students well 

through the learning activities inside and outside of the class. The limited allocation of time at school 

shortens the teachers’ ability to monitor further implementation of the tolerance behavior on the students’ 

daily lives. Accordingly, the school and parents b uild a relationship in supervising the achievement of the 

students’ tolerance behavior. The religion subject has optimally been taught, however, the students still need 

self-awareness about the importance of tolerance behavior in daily life. Hence, they ca n implement it in any 

place they are.  

RESULT, DISCUSSION, AND SUGGESTIONS 

There are about six religions recognized in Indonesia, Islam, Christian, Catholic, Hindu, Buddha and 

Confucianism. Indonesia is dominated by civilians with Islamic religion, follow s after it Christian religion 

(Na’im & Syaputra, 2010). Indonesia is well-known for its plural and multiculturalism. Its large geography 

and diverse socio-cultural unite the diversity in each region (Lestari, 2015). As a plural country, Indonesia 

faces several threats from conflict triggers such as religion, economy, social, and culture.  

The conflict occurred due to the distinct understandings and beliefs are frequently started by the 

problems related to the different in principles and beliefs adopted by people (Wittmann, 2014). The lack 

acceptance and appreciation trigger the conflicts. 

Rationally, difference is absolutely reasonable and an asset for a country, especially in creating a 

country identity.  Indonesia has a slogan “Bhineka Tunggal Ika” which means unity in diversity (Winarno, 

2013). This slogan becomes a handbook or guidance for Indonesia to uphold the harmony and cooperation in 

facing the diversity. It is expected as a mediator to unite every difference in Indonesia and a unifier for the 

diversity.   

The difference must be responded well and mature so it will not cause any harm on any party (Cefai 

et al., 2015). Several conflicts in Indonesia must be faced and handled by the applicable law. Indonesia as a 

plural and multicultural country has a huge responsibility for harmony and unity.   Tolerance is considered 
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as one of the positive responses as a way in upholding the harmony in diversity (Naumenko, Naumenko, & 

Federation, 2016). It is an act of accepting, respecting and appreciating the diversity (UNESCO, 1998).  

Various diversity should be able to strengthen the unity. Tolerance in Islamic perspective means letting, 

permitting and liberating each person to adopt a religion (Jamrah, 2015).     

Tolerance is influenced by the difference in principle like religion and ethnicity (Ivison, 2015). 

Fundamental difference made it important to implement it in the country with the large gepography and 

crowded population. The difference in belief can be handled by the factors occurring harmony and 

cooperation. It is a mark of dynamic and positive tolerance. Static tolerance is only limited to the 

understanding taught not to the implementation and its impacts (Yaqin, 2005). The implementation of the  

tolerance behavior is based on the social and individual attitude, either in their way in interacting and 

socializing, or in their individual skills, such as moral (Elliot, Xiao, & Wilson, 2015).   

Parenting pattern from the parents holds huge role in developing both aspects (social and individual). 

It influences how people respond and react (Santrock, 2007). Besides parenting, education has quite essential 

role in developing both aspects. The length of time intensity and discipline implementation put educ ation 

for having an important role in shaping behavior. Furthermore, it is able to use as an answer in solving the 

conflicts caused by the decline of the attitude and behavior (Khan, 2016).  The role of families in managing 

children’s educational experiences at home and at school has long been considered critical for children’s 

success in school (ÖKTEN, 2016). 

Negative response, usually called intolerance will lead to the bad effect if it is not handled. It must be 

prevented from unexpected events. As mentioned above, education as a solution minimizes the possibility of 

unexpected events occured. In addition, religion acts as a benchmark controller  on response and reaction 

(Nash & Eugenio, 2012). Its role is as important as education in improving social and individual skills effort. 

The supervision makes the religious-based primary school begin to be noticed by parents to shape their 

children attitude, especially in Indonesia.       

Parochial school or well-known as religious-based begins to be noticed by the parents as the 

alternative to provide best education for their children. One of the appeals is that it teaches religion 

intensively than the public school.  Religious curriculum is personally designed by inserting some supported 

and essential religious material to be implemented by the students. It is able to be a knowledge basis which 

is as important as other lessons learned by them.      

Those religious-based school privileges attract the parents to believe on giving such education can 

improve children social and individual skills. With excellent competence on the teachers puts them in a high 

level trust of religious education to it. Even some parents give off their primary responsibilities in educating 

their children because of their overly trust given to the school.   

Difference behavior on the male and female becomes the background of the observation on the 

tolerance behavior in the religious-based primary school, male and female have special characteristic in 

nature from the birth to the adult (Ormrod J.E., 2009). It is not merely on their daily attitude they also have 

certain tolerance behavior on the differences in the environment.   

The measurement of the tolerance on the primary level students in Indonesia is based on some 

indicators that are refrain from disturbing their different religion friends in practicing their rituals, keep their 

rights to practice their religion, greet the friends who have different opinions, respect different opinions, 

help friends in need even with different religion, race, and ethnic, cooperate with them at class and at school, 

accept different opinions from their friends, and groove with them (KEMENDIKNAS, 201 0).   

In the first stage of research, the writer conducted an observation on the case happened recently in 

Indonesia. Some of them are the tolerance among religious people has paid much attention from the society. 

Further, it will be connected to the tolerance behavior in the field studied. The writer focuses on the case of 

the tolerance behavior of primary school students in gender perspective. Religious -based primary school is 

believed to provide positive activities with intensively time for the students based on the religion they 

practice.  

Generally, learning activities in these schools are not different than the other schools. The curriculum 

implemented is the national curriculum. The tolerance concept is taught by the teachers through the Pkn 

subject (Civic Education), the learning process in the class (all subjects) and other activities after -school time. 

Pkn teachers more focus on the lesson about tolerance. It is taught through the simple models in daily life. 
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They instruct them to narrate their experience in implementing the tolerance behavior in school or in 

neighborhood.  

In another subject, the teachers implement it through some approaches and methods. By cooperative 

learning, they are able to observe how the students’ tolerance develops. Based on the concept of every child 

is unique, the teachers group them into different  kind of competence and attitude.  It is not purposely 

conducted to give a special treatment for particular student or discriminate them; however; it aims to make 

learning time efficient and risen their cooperative skills. The teachers get some help from t he higher level 

students to teach their groups.    

In the middle of the learning, the students’ tolerance behavior occurs and the teachers are able to 

observe it. The male students show intolerance behavior in the class and influence others to do the simil ar 

thing. They tend to frequently tease or mock the female students. Some discrimination toward the female 

students are provoked by the male students if they find any little mistake. So that it causes the chaotic 

condition in class in which it is often done by the higher grade (4, 5 and 6 graders).    

Another intolerance behavior is shown from the higher graders in religious -based school is the 

disrespect attitude. It happened when they were in the group discussion time. The clash in their opinions 

sometimes leads to some hassle in the class. Reinforcing their opinions and inability in accepting the 

different opinions in discussion indicate their low level of tolerance. The teachers’ effort in preventing it is by 

imposing point reduction in the group if one of the members does some discriminative action to others. 

Consequently, they will refrain themselves from doing it.  

Beside the class activity, it is also conducted the routine program such as sport, scout, extra -curricular 

and other activities including religious ritual in outside of the class to improve their tolerance behavior. It is 

held for all graders. The tolerance shown in those activities are that they want to share and join with other 

students without paying much attention to the age gap among them.  

Routine program held in the religious-based school is the morning inspiration. This program involves 

all students in a class to take turn in conveying what they have read in the program “Sarapan Buku” (Book 

Breakfast). They are obliged to read one book from various biography, history, or narrative story which then 

they retell it to other students in front of the class. They listen to it and give some opinions about what they 

have heard. Feedback between them is as result of what they have read.    

The teachers are able to identify their students’ intolerance behavior through the program. Some 

female students felt less confidence especially when they perform in front of the class. The female students’ 

confidence declines and they often feel shy to perform. It is strongly predicted that is caused by bullying and 

mocking from the male students. They laughed it hard and create chaos in the class. It clearly represents the 

impacts of the intolerance will influence the individual and social condition of the students.   

The outside activities held by school make the students are able to mingle with other students such as 

competition. It makes them connected even with different religion to compete sportively through various 

contest such as brain battle and sport competition. For the competition in religion knowledge, the 

participants are from homogeny students due to the different religion they have.  

In the middle of the contest or waiting, a student permits himself to practice their ritual to his friends 

without any tactless from different religion friends to communicate. The lack of this program is that there are 

only high achiever students whom are able to join it. As a result of it, the first and second indicator can not 

be identified clearly. It is clarified from the communication with parents about the students’ development in 

social skill at home.  

From the parents’ elaboration that the students mostly are able to have a nice friendship with their 

friend in the neighborhood demonstrates the students’ ability to accept the different with different religion 

friends. It is found that there are some students having different religion friends in their course, and their 

acceptances to them are good and they want to interact with them.  In addition, they also want to keep their 

rights to practice their religion. It is proven by their action in suggesting and reminding their friends to pray. 

In the interview result, it is found that the teachers have optimally done some efforts to build the 

school tolerance atmosphere. It is relevant with the observation result. Even though, the intolerance behavior 

are shown from the students; nonetheless; the teachers’ effort in creating tolerance atmosphere in the school 

has been good. They are always taught to do good things and respect the differences, from the simple 

difference like difference opinion to the complex difference.  
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According to the indicators determined by National development of cultural education and character 

(Kemendiknas, 2010:40) mentioned before, it is concluded that the students’ tolerance behavior in both of the 

religious-based primary school is quite good, moreover, it needs more follow -up and needs more 

investigation so that the tolerance behavior is not only understood theoretically, but also it is reflected in 

their attitude as Indonesian people. 

By doing this research is expected in the future can provide benefits for schools to keep trying to  

actualize the attitude of tolerance in students so that tolerance can be embedded properly and internalized in 

students not only in the school environment but in the home and community. The limitations of this study is 

that the researcher can not examine the attitude of student tolerance in more depth because of the limited 

time in this research. Students live in different environments so that the attitude of student tolerance when in 

the home environment can not be examined in more depth. therefore the researchers expect further research 

to examine the attitude of student tolerance, including in the environment where they lived. 
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