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Abstract: The final quarter of the 19th century was marked by diverse
developments that significantly influenced the history of Russian
Turks. Education and the role of women were two fundamental
aspects of the policies directed towards Russian Turks within Tsarist
Russia. Society was constructed around these elements.
Consequently, intellectuals among the Russian Turks first organized
the need for educational reform through the new generation of Usul-i
Jadid schools, which were founded on national awareness.
Subsequently, they endeavored to communicate this educational
framework to Russian Turks and incorporate women into this
educational system. In pursuing their vision, they collaborated with = Keywords:

affluent individuals who supported these initiatives. One such Azerbaijan, Tsarist Russia,
individual was Haji Zeynelabidin Tagiyev, who addressed all the history of education, woman
requirements of the school, including the curriculum, and played a history, Tagiyev

pivotal role in the establishment of the Muslim Girls’ School in

Azerbaijan by taking significant action. Thanks to H.Z.A. Tagiyev’s Girls’

School in Baku, a considerable number of Azerbaijani women of that

era experienced a degree of liberation while remaining connected to

their culture and avoiding relegation to a second-class educational Received: 14.04.2025
institution in comparison to other schools. This study aims to bridge

the gap in the literature by thoroughly examining the life of H.Z.A. Accepted: 17.05.2025
Tagiyev and the founding of the girls’ school, focusing on the education

of Azerbaijani women in the 19th century. Furthermore, it provides a Published: 26.05.2025
detailed account of H.Z.A. Tagiyev’s life and identifies the motivations

behind her contributions to education. This research also seeks to

uncover who advocated for the establishment of a Muslim girls’

school, utilizing Azerbaijani, Russian, and Turkish periodicals, as well

as primary sources and published works, given that the topic is rooted

in a cause-and-effect relationship. The document and content

analysis method, a qualitative research approach, was employed for

the analysis.
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Introduction

In the 16th century and beyond, the Caucasus emerged as a battleground for power
dynamics. Nevertheless, in the 19th century, Tsarist Russia exerted significant control over the
region (Resulzade, 1996). By the conclusion of the century, the Turks of Russia, who faced the
complex assimilation policies of Tsarist Russia while striving to maintain their identity, entered
a crucial era of historical scholarship and education aimed at preserving and advancing their
culturalidentity. Itis wellunderstood that education in history and the acquisition of knowledge
is vital for comprehending and expressing the essence of a society. The Turks residing in
Azerbaijan represent a fundamental element of the intellectual endeavors they have embarked
upon with this awareness.

In the context of the occupation of Azerbaijan territories by Russia, Russia implemented
various policies to establish its presence in the region and ensure its sustainability. The Turks
of Russia, particularly those in Azerbaijan, faced numerous issues during this period (Baykara,
1975). The most significant of these issues are education and the status of women. Education,
while it may not produce immediate results, possesses long-term potential that can
fundamentally transform societies. Conversely, for many years, women have the capacity to
convey both the positive and negative impacts of education across generations. Consequently,
the dismantling of these two elements can be sufficiently potent to destabilize society.
Recognizing this, Tsarist Russia diligently pursued policies that revealed its intentions and
mutually reinforced each other. Furthermore, as the populace endured injustice and various
forms of violence, they were prohibited from thinking in their native language through education
(Baykara, 1966). The Russian Minister of National Education of the period wrote the following
lines to Tsar Alexander I: “I believe that educating and enlightening non-Russian nations and
instilling in them the Russian spirit is extremely important for the policy pursued by our state
(Ebulfez, 2006, p. 36).” Such an environment exposes Azerbaijani Turks to rupture within their
own historical dynamic. Tsarist Russia, which clearly internalized the importance of education,
initially did not consider rural areas of the region as educational areas and did not provide
sufficient funds to these areas. In addition, local people living in rural areas who had
insufficient financial resources were also confronted with the transfer of their lands to Russian
immigrants (Yesilot, 2004). Therefore, the indigenous population in rural areas was either
uneducated or forced to attend traditional madrasahs. A large part of this population consists
of Azerbaijani women who were left in deep poverty. Therefore, civilized development of the
people also occurred as a reaction to this period.

Conversely, during the latter part of the 19th century, oil reserves emerged as a
significant resource in Azerbaijan. The local population found job opportunities owing to
industrial development, connections with the West through railway construction, and an
increase in the educated population as a result of the education of Turks residing in Tsarist
Russia, all of which contributed to the onset of the renewal process. During this time, certain
Turkish intellectuals in Tsarist Russia, particularly in Azerbaijan, began to gain prominence,
particularly in the context of educational improvement and modernization. In this regard, the
Azerbaijani press, which experienced growth, particularly in the latter half of the 19th century,
played a crucial role in disseminating development at the grassroots level (Baykara, 1966). The
Azerbaijani press enabled the local population to remain informed about each other and global
developments, significantly contributing to their intellectual advancement. When discussing
the press in Azerbaijan, one notable figure is Haji Zeynelabidin Tagiyev, who was also a key
financier of emerging publishing initiatives in Azerbaijan (Devlet, 2014).
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The socio-political and economic situation of the Russian Turks in the last quarter of the
19th century, as outlined above, constitutes a general portrait of the region and enables us to
see their own reactionary processes because, even though they seem to be geographically
distant from each other, the situation for the Turks in Russia continued in a similar line. The
intellectuals of the period, who followed the developments all over the world, acted as
systematic guides for the Turks of Russia, especially with their educational foresight.
Considering these conditions, it can be seen that new establishments need material as well as
intellectual support. The most important supporters of intellectuals, who spread and
developed among all Russian Turks, were undoubtedly the rich people of the period. One of the
most important of these is Haji Zeynelabidin Tagiyev.

Within this holistic framework, this study aims to make a unique historical assessment
of the reflections of historical knowledge and education in society, which consists of
cumulative knowledge. Within the framework of this assessment and information analyses, it
is very important for us to see how much society needs these scientific fields and how many
social, political, and economic fields can be mutually designed through education in 19th
century Azerbaijan. Therefore, this study will make it easier to see the old types of structures
where women could receive educationin 19th century Azerbaijan and the results of the struggle
for the modernization of this education.

Method

Research Method and Design

While seeking answers to the questions on the educational life of Azerbaijani women in
the period (whatkind of strategy Haji Zeynelabidin Tagiyev followed to establish the first Muslim
girls’ school in Azerbaijan and from whom the proposal for the establishment of the school
came), this study also sought answers to questions such as what kind of life Haji Zeynelabidin
Tagiyev, a rich intellectual of the period who was one of the important financiers of the
intellectual Russian Turks, was born into and what kind of education he received, whether the
school built was seen only as an educational space, and whether it was a rehearsal for a life of
quality that was deemed worthy of Azerbaijani women. Therefore, the process of women’s
transition from a traditional education model to modern education in 19th century Azerbaijan
was anhalyzed. The document analysis technique, which is a qualitative research method, was
employed to examine the process of social change in Azerbaijan, an important part of
intellectual development, especially among the Russian Turks.

Data Set (or Working Group)

This study analyzes the transition from the traditional education model to the
modern education system in 19th century Azerbaijan through women. The Girls’ School of Haji
Zeynelabidin Tagiyev is an important example of the modern education system in the region. It
was also the subject of this study, since it was the first Muslim girls’ schoolin Azerbaijan. Even
though H.Z.A. Tagiyev had not received a high education, his interest and support for modern
education position him in a remarkable place. Allinformation and documents on the subject,
including the main sources obtained, were examined through literature within the framework
of scientific ethical rules. The present study does not require ethics committee approval
because it does not involve any participant.

Data Collection Tools

The documents examined within the scope of this study are archived documents
from the National Archives Administration of Azerbaijan and the National Library of Azerbaijan.
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Thus, this study aimed to provide direct information on this subject. In addition, archival
documents, copyrighted works, and articles in the Turkish, Russian, and Azerbaijani languages
related to the article in question were systematically reviewed and classified considering the
nature of the research. At the same time, we visited the region in person and examined the
building, which was used as Tagiyev’s girls’ school and today as “M. Fuzuli Manuscripts
Institute - Hussein Javid’s Museum House. Thus, by seeing the buildings specially designed for
the education of the period, it was possible to conduct research on whether the building in
question contributed to the quality of education of the period.

Analysis of Data

The primary lines and specifics within the study's subject have been removed from
the initial analysis, considering the shortcomings present in academic literature. Throughout
the analysis, emphasis was placed on maintaining historical integrity and exploring the subject
through a cause-and-effect lens. Efforts were directed towards showcasing the results of the
historical correspondence of these studies and their implications for social life. To achieve
this, archival documents from the relevant period were scrutinized through a literature review,
and a content analysis was performed on the gathered documents. Consequently, both
primary and secondary sources pertaining to the period were systematically and thoroughly
examined. The study's reliability was established by evaluating the primary sources sourced
from the archives, along with data derived from verbatim copies of these primary sources, all
supported by historical validity. Furthermore, in the interpretation of the acquired data and the
endeavorto create acoherentwhole, conceptual boundaries were respected, and consistency
was upheld by ensuring methodological integrity throughout the analysis process. Every
document obtained was meticulously detailed, and the credibility of the findings was
reinforced by aligning them with the historical context.

Results

19th Century Azerbaijan Women's Education

In the late 19th century, the education of modern Azerbaijani women, their visibility
in society, and the upbringing of those who would walk alongside Azerbaijaniintellectuals, who
were an important reflection of society and lay the foundations of modern Azerbaijan for the
future. By the end of the 19th century, this issue became remarkable not only for Azerbaijan
but also for all Turks living in Russia. This is because there was also a positional distinction
between Turkish and Russian women in Tsarist Russia in the period in question due to racial
differences. Accordingly, it can be seen that Turkishwomen ranked quite low in terms of status.
Tsarist Russia was most concerned about these groups achieving national consciousness, and
this consciousness finding a response in society through education.

In the 19th century, while the policies of Tsarist Russia on Azerbaijani Turkish women
gradually became more severe, it can be stated that the women of the region were almost non-
existent because of the pressure of clergymen who continued to interpret Islam far from the
requirements of their age (Hablemitoglu & Hablemitoglu,1998). In this sense, for Azerbaijani
intellectuals, the issue is not only a single-point issue that prioritizes education, but also a
traditional, stereotypical, and difficult-to-overthrow religious issue. For Azerbaijani
intellectuals, the process of building the new against the old has been quite challenging from
both material and moral aspects. For them, one of the important obstacles in raising national
consciousness among Azerbaijani Turks, raising good generations in the future, and gaining
their identity by bringing social consciousness to the forefront was the almost non-existence
of women in education.
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In 1901, Ahmet Agaoglu, in his work Women According to Islam and in the Islamic
World, quoted Yusuf Akcura as saying the following about the issue of women and education:
“The rescue of Muslims, their spiritual, material, and even political development, depends on
the solution of only two issues: The issue of women and the reform of the alphabet...
(Hablemitoglu & Hablemitoglu 1998, p. 119)” These two phenomena highlighted by Ahmet
Agaoglu have been indispensable policies for Tsarist Russia since the beginning of the 19th
century. Looking at the big picture, for Tsarist Russia, which tried to turn all known areas of the
period in its favor and left no gaps, education and women'’s issues also played an important
role in providing strategic advantage. Semyonov, one of the heads of the Transcaucasian
Education Board during the Tsarist period, described the education policy of Tsarist Russia in
the region as follows: Muslim children will stay with Russian, neighboring, and other Christian
children for to 3-4 years, learn the Russian language, lose their religious fanaticism, and
become more Russian, which is the main interest of the government in this field (Ahmedov,
1985, pp. 24-25)”. When the 19th century Azerbaijani education life in general is analyzed, it is
already seen that this policy was implemented by Tsarist Russia. For Tsarist Russia, the sine
qua non for the Russification of the region was the teaching of the Russian language to people
(Somuncuoglu, 2006). This was sometimes done directly through education and indirectly
through interaction with the settlement of Russians in the region. There are two options in
terms of education for people living in the region. The first is the general Russian schools that
serve the assimilation programmes of Russians, and the other is the traditional madrasa
education, which is quite numerous (Musayeva, 2014). “The first school opened in Shusha in
1830, Baku in 1832, Sheki in 1833, Ganja in 1837, and Nakhchivan and Shamakhi in 1838. In
1857, there were only 148 Azerbaijani students at all accident schools in Azerbaijan”
(Muradova, 2007, p. 11). In this period, more than 90 per cent of Azerbaijani women were
illiterate (Muradova, 2007). In 1830, two female teachers taught 25 girls in Baku, Icerisehir,
Japan. Until the mid-19th century, there was no organized education system for women in
Azerbaijan. In the 1850s in Shamakhi, a woman named Mrs. Kullubejim taught maths, Persian,
history, mother tongue, sewing, painting, and so on. This kind of home education also
contributed to the development of women in the region. As can be seen in the official
documents, there were 11 female teachers and 55 female students in Ganja in the 1860s.
However, only six of the girls were peasants. In general, Azerbaijani women are educated in
such homes. Of course, they had to pay a certain fee to access the education. This situation
has limited access to education for women from all walks of life. Girls’ ability to receive
education is directly proportional to the income of their family (Ahmadov, 1985).

In such an environment, the main principle of Tsarist Russia while initiating
educational activities in Azerbaijan was to teach the Russian language, culture, and history to
the locals of the region and to ensure its continuity. For this purpose, Russia opened its first
state school in Shushain 1830 under the name of Kaza School (Devlet, 2014). In 1848, the first
girls’ school, Mukaddes Nina School, opened in Shamakhi. The school was later transferred to
Baku (Cabbarov 2011). When the school was first opened, sixteen female students were
admitted. Like the others, this school had a curriculum based on Russian education. In 1901,
only one Azerbaijani girl was studied (Ahmedov, 1985).

In 1874, Baku Girls’ High School opened, and another girl’s school named Marinsky
opened in 1894 (Muradova, 2007). In 1901, seven Azerbaijani girls were educated in Marinsky
Girls’ Schools (Ahmedov, 1985). However, as can be seen, the number of Azerbaijani female
students in these schools was quite low. One of the main reasons for this is that the Russian
education system was quite different from traditional Muslim education and did not meet the
needs of the Azerbaijaniwomen. In Tsarist Russia in 1874, the Regulation on State Schools was
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published, and by controlling education, they aimed to keep the Turks living in Russia and, of
course, the Azerbaijani people under control. According to this regulation, only Russian
education can be provided at schools. This led the Azerbaijani people to send their children to
the old-style Muslim schools. However, the number of those educated here was still quite low
(Azerbaycan Tarixi, 2007).

As can be seen, there were not many educational options for women in the region in
19th century Azerbaijan. Russian schools have adopted the Russian-type education model for
children of high-income families. Therefore, Azerbaijani girls could either attend these schools
or be condemned to have limited education at home. However, they had to pay the fees for
both options. In 1895, Hasan Bagirov, the director of the Vendam village school, said: “The
peasants do not wantto send young girls to the Russian school. With this in mind, every parent
knows that it is his duty to teach his daughter Azerbaijani at home” (Ahmedov, 1985, pp. 119-
212). In 1897, one per thousand of the total population of Russia received university-level
education (Hablemitoglu & Hablemitoglu, 1998). Although schools were opened for the people
of Tsarist Russia in the 19th century, almost everyone could not attend them. In widespread
madrasas, the average duration of education varies between 10 and 15 years (Tagiyev, 1993).
Therefore, madrasas provided education in a way that was far from the modern needs of the
period; simply speaking, they prioritized the teaching of calculation, writing, Arabic, and
Persian. Since old-style education was provided here, the literacy rate among people was quite
low. Moreover, only boys were educated in these madrasahs, while girls had to be content with
arbitrary education provided at home.

Realizing that all these developments had reached dangerous dimensions for the
Russian Turks at the point of losing their identity, the educated intellectual segment of the
Russian Turks, who were in interaction with the West, turned towards an enlightenment
movement to solve these problems within themselves. Since they spent a lot of time on the
issue of improving education in the region, they took the name of jadidci, based on the Usul-i
Jadid (new method) method they developed in education (Swietochowski, 1988). Since the
early 19th century, many Russian schools opened in the region, and most of the Azerbaijani
intellectuals mentioned here were educated in these schools. The idea of establishing Usul-i
Jadid schools, which were closer to modern education for the Russian Turks living in the region,
was easier to access than Russian schools, followed their own traditions in a modern way, and
prioritized their mother tongue (Baykara, 1966). The innovative ideas of these intellectuals were
not accepted by some circles, particularly the conservative clergy of that period. These people
and their supporters were labelled as ancientists (Swietochowski, 1988). In such an
environment, the first Usul-i Jadid school was opened in 1884 by Ismail Gasprinsky in line with
the new-generation education program (Devlet, 2014), and the first girls’ Usul-i Jadid school
was established in Bahgesaray in the same year (Hablemitoglu & Hablemitoglu, 1998). Efforts
were made to convey them to other Russian Turks through the newspaper TerciUman, which
started to be published about a year ago (April 10, 1883) (Capraz, 1990). Especially in terms of
language, the newspaper was at a level that could be understood by the average reader in
Azerbaijan and Crimea, while the Volga Tatars in Tsarist Russia, for example, had a little more
difficulty understanding it (Swietochowski, 1988). It should also be noted that Terciman
newspaper was financially supported by Tagiyev (Ebulfez, 2006). In fact, Ismail Gasprinsky
expressed in his newspaper Tavrida in 1881 that Muslim women in the region should be
liberated (Gundogdu, 2010). The issues that we can list as what Ismail Gasprinsky wanted to
do; “Education in schools in the European sense, the creation of a common script for Turks,
the liberation of women from captivity, the participation of Russian Turks in economic life, the
correction of religious administrations, the establishment of mutual aid societies, etc. Devlet
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(1988, p. 54)” later became the common goal of jadidists. After the first Usul-i Jadid School was
opened in Bahgesaray, new schools were opened in the Caucasus and Crimea, thus ensuring
continuity (Ortayli, 1968). The fact that the schools were not strictly supervised by Tsarist
Russia was an important factor in the rapid spread of these schools in a short time
(Somuncuoglu, 2014). Thus, the Usul-i Jadid schools were able to spread more easily in terms
of their qualities that prioritized the interests of Russian Turks.

According to the programme prepared for the Usul-i Jadid schools, in addition to the
teaching of Islamic legal rules and the Qur’an, courses such as history, mathematics,
geography (Zenkovsky, 2000), and native language education were included in the curriculum
(Kimml, 1996). In addition, issues such as the duration of classes, physical condition of
classrooms, and number of students were established in accordance with the modern
conditions of the day (Kirrml, 1996). The first Usul-i Jadid school supporting these
developments in Azerbaijan was opened by Sitki Seferoglu in Ordubat in 1890, and the number
of these schools started to increase. With the acceleration of the renewal process, Neriman
Nerimanov obtained permission to open the first library in 1894. Thus, various works began to
come to different regions, including Istanbul (Devlet, 2014). Ismail Gasprinsky, together with
his daughter Sefika Gaspirall, also published the first women’s magazine among Russian Turks
(Alem-I Nisvan 1906-1910) (Kanlidere, 2000) As can be seen, the press organs of that period
were intertwined with educational issues. A significant part of the discussion on the subject
occurred in these newspapers. For example, on July 11, 1875, the first issue in the newspaper
Ekinciwas published in the native language in Azerbaijan, and Hasanbey Zerdabi, among many
others, shared his thoughts on the issue of education in this newspaper. The views of the
jadidists on issues such as education in the native language and the prioritization of science
soon led to letters of reaction to the newspaper (Taghiyev, 1993). These reactions came from
the kadimists who were against the jadidists who prioritized the new generation’s educational
understanding and intellectual knowledge of the period. Just as the assimilation policies of
Tsarist Russia triggered the development of opposing ideas to a great extent, the desire for
innovation in Azerbaijan also supported the emergence of opposing ideas. Therefore, the
opening of the Usul-i Jadid schools and the opening of girls’ schools prepared the grounds for
clergymen who opposed the issue from a religious point of view. The traditionalist clergy in the
region opposed these new schools on the grounds that they were against the spirit of Islam
(Azarbaycan Tarixi 2008). Therefore, itis necessary to remember the clergymen who supported
innovation (Hablemitoglu,1998). Clergymen such as Abdulsalam Akhundzade, Mullah
Muhammad Pishnamazzade, and Mufti Hussein Efendi Kayibov tried to explain the importance
of education to the people by basing it on religion (Azarbaycan Tarixi 2008). Thanks to these
intellectual clergymen, a significant portion of the population found moral strength to send
their children to modern schools.

In one of his writings, Zerdabi said, “No matter how many schools we have for men,
we will not achieve the desired goal. Women were excluded from this study. However, women
play an important role in the education of the young generation (Ahmedov 1985, p. 213).”
Zerdabi also supported these thoughts by taking action on the issue. In the 1880s, he and his
wife Hanife, aware of these shortcomings, wanted to open a separate school for Muslim
women in Thilisi. These ideas have led to many controversies in this region. The initiative to
open a schoolwas financial and could not be completed due to other reasons. In 1896, Zerdabi
applied to the governor of Baku with the idea of establishing a girls’ school in Baku, but this
request was rejected as dangerous (Ahmedov, 1985).

All this shows that the level of education of society in 19th century Azerbaijan was
largely determined by men who could receive traditional madrasah-type education, which was
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quite far from the scientific framework. For women, since the end of this century, the struggle
of intellectuals trying to keep up with the modern world has attracted attention and response.

Who is Haji Zeynelabidin Tagiyev?

Itis important to know the life of Haji Zeynelabidin Tagiyev to see that he is a part of
a meaningful whole. The first condition to place Tagiyev’s services on behalf of the Turks of
Russia on a foundation is only possible by knowing what kind of life journey he went through.
With this awareness, it is possible to see what kind of mind is behind Tagiyev’s actions. For
example, why did a millionaire risk his life for the Turks of Russia? Why did he use both his own
influence and capital for the future of the Azerbaijani people with great self-sacrifice? In this
section, the answers to these questions are presented.

Although Taghiyev’s date of birth is not clearly known, there are two possibilities
emphasized. The first was 1823, whereas the other possibility and predominantly accepted
date were 1838. Haji Zeynelabidin Tagiyev started to work in constructions from an early age in
order to support his family and developed himself in the field of stone carving (Tahirzadsa et al.).
His father was a modest cobbler, and his mother died when he was 10 years old (Memmedova
et al., n.d.). His father married for the second time, and Taghiyev had five sisters from his new
wife. When he was 15-18 years old, he learned carpentry on the one hand and worked in
construction on the other. The fact that he was a hardworking and intelligent child caused him
to be loved in every environment that he entered (Stleymanov, 1996). The fact that he started
working from an early age also contributed to the development of his brilliant commercial
intelligence. Taghiyev had two marriages, the first one was with Mrs. Zeynep and the other one
was with Mrs. Sona. He had eight children from these two marriages (Memmedova et al., n.d.).

In the 1860s, Taghiyev began trading with earnings he obtained during his working
life. In 1872, he became one of the richest oil company owners in the period of the accidental
discovery of oil from the land he rented (Mammadova et al.). It should be noted immediately
thatthese years coverthe years 1870-1883 (Devlet, 2014), when Azerbaijan was at the forefront
of geo-economics due to its rich oil reserves in the international arena. Therefore, the
Azerbaijani Turks in the region began to strengthen materially and spiritually for many reasons,
such as the economy, industry, and railway. Thanks to this process and his own talent,
Taghiyev earned a very large fortune. Such that this fortune included two oil ships, factories
producing neft in Nizhny Novgorod, as well as 6 ships and a fleet of railway wagons (Valixanl
et al.). Towards the end of the 19th century, at the suggestion of Taghiyev, the oil-carrying ship
owners of the period came together and established the Kur-Khazar (Klr-Xezar) maritime and
shareholders’ association. The reason for establishing this association was to develop cargo
and passenger transport. According to the project, these ships will pass through the ports in
the Caspian Sea, Volga River and Kura River (Suleymanov, 1996).

It is seen that Tagiyev placed advertisements in many newspapers for almost all of
his activities. These advertisements are extremely valuable in terms of showing that Tagiyev
worked meticulously not only in education but also in every field he was involved in, spared no
expense and wanted the best for himself and his nation, made use of modern facilities and
demonstrated these facilities with the services he offered to the public. For example; while he
was engaged in the transport business, he placed an advertisement in the newspaper. It is
understood from this advertisement that during the voyage, there are all facilities for
passengers such as “... separate single and double cabins, buffet, electric lighting, steam
heating, doctor to provide medical care, etc. (Kaspiy, Voskresenve14-go abgusta 1905/No:160/
Kaspiy, Sunday 14 August 1905/Number:160).” In 1887, with the company he established with
five investors, he also built a road and a fire station, the entire cost of which was covered by
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himself. In 1895, he established a horticultural school in Merdakan, which enabled
specialisation in areas such as horticulture, tree/flower/vegetable planting and farming, and a
great deal of afforestation in the region (Suleymanov, 1996). He also made significant
contributions to the urban planning of Baku (Memmedova et al., n.d.).

As of 1896, oil production of H.Z.A. Tagiyev’s companies exceeded 500.000 tonnes.
However, he sold a significant part of his oil company to the British in 1897 (Tahirzads et al.).
Taghiyev also had a very wide trade network in the field of fisheries. So much so that the coasts
of the Kura and Caspian Sea came under his management. He was a pioneer inissues such as
the installation of telephone lines and water lines in the region (Mammadova et al.). He also
owned an extremely luxurious four-storey building in the centre of Moscow (Suleymanov,
1996).

In 1901, Tagiyev took over the textile sector and established a large textile factory. In
order to provide cotton as raw material for this factory, he bought land in Yevlakh region. Shortly
after, Taghiyev also got involved in various sectors such as food, communication and real
estate in line with the needs of the 19th century in Azerbaijan. Apart from all these commercial
activities, he was also an important political figure for Azerbaijan. In this process, he was
elected to the Baku Duma many times, thus playing animportantrole in the future of Azerbaijan
(Tahirzads et al., n.d, pp. 5-6). Taghiyev followed the direction of the world and did not refrain
from struggling for the Azerbaijani people to walk on this path from an intellectual point of view.
For example, Alimerdan Topcubasi, another intellectual who has an important place in the
history of Azerbaijan, and other intellectuals of the period prepared a petition with Tsarist
Russia for the elimination of inequalities in many fields such as religion, politics and education
for Muslims (Tahirzads et al.). Thus, Tagiyev became the firstindustrialist who is known to have
put a stop to the colonialist mentality of Tsarist Russia, which continued ruthlessly in economic
terms (Memmedova et al., n.d.).

Tagiyev spent a lot of money on charity. In addition to supporting the girls’ school, he
sent many students to Russia and Europe and personally covered their education expenses.
However, what Taghiyev did/wanted to do was also tried to be prevented by the kadhimists,
just like other intellectuals. Seyed Jafar, the son of Seyed Azim Shirvani, said the following
about this: “Haji Zeynelabdin Tagiyev wanted to publish my father’s (Seyed Azim Shirvani ‘s
manuscript) first corpus in Baku at his own expense. However, the censors and clergy
prevented this work. He sentitto Tehran and printed it by stone method. It had a printing press.
He printed newspapers and magazines in both Azerbaijani and Russian languages...”
(Suleymanov, 1996, p. 11). As it can be seen, the ancientists reacted to even the slightest
advancement in almost every field.

For Taghiyev, making efforts for the progress and development of Azerbaijan was,
above all, a prerequisite for being a patriot. For Muslims living in the region, education had
become one of the most important problems of the period. We can easily understand from his
own statements in the newspaper Toza hayat (New Life) how much he thought about the issue
of education: “Seeing the multifaceted need of my people for education, I did not spare my help
in this field. Understanding the necessity of opening schools for the education and upbringing
of young children, and publishing books and newspapers for the education and development
of adults, | have taken these issues into consideration and will do so... | really understood that
the future happiness, strength and development of the people depend on education”
(Tahirzadas et al., n.d., p. 8). By the end of the 19th century, Tagiyev had already realised that
the press was a very important means of communication in the world. He also explained that
he attached great importance to this issue with the following words: “l consider the press as
one of the powerful tools of spiritual, educational and economic growth of the people,

TURKISH

N
v
.\\— HISTORY EDUCATION

JOURNAL

a1
N



Educational life of Azerbaijani women in the 19" century: Haji Zeynelabidin Tagiyev’s girls school

therefore | consider it as my moral obligation to provide financial assistance to newspapers”
(Tahirzade et al. n.d., p. 10). In support of these words, he bought Kaspi newspaper in 1895,
Hayat newspaper in 1905 and Flyuzat newspaper in 1906 (Tahirzads et al., n.d.). Alimerdan
Topcubasi, the editor of Kaspi newspaper, expressed his contributions to the intellectual life
of Azerbaijan in the following words: “H.Z.A. Tagiyev, a staunch supporter of education,
surprises everyone who contacts him on educational issues. The innate mind of this
uneducated person is filled with the energy of faith and confidence in the great power of
education. H.Z.A. Tagiyev, who spends a lot of time on the needs and requirements of
education, while expressing thoughts that can be heard from the language of a contemporary
intellectual, surprises his interlocutor with such a love for school (Cabbarov, 2011, p. 203).”

Tagiyev, who contributed a lot to the cultural development of Azerbaijan, built the
first known theatre building for Azerbaijan in 1883 and paid for it himself (Tahirzads et al., n.d.)
However, since women were not allowed to enter these theatres, special lodges for Muslim
women were started to be built in 1906 (Suleymanov, 1996). Two main elements that were
importantin Tagiyev’s life are clearly understood. “The first of these was the economic strength
of his people, and the other was to raise the level of education (Memmedova et al. n.d, p. 7).”

With the inclusion of Azerbaijan into the USSR, the USSR confiscated all of Taghiyev’s
assets, which amounted to 30 million manats (rubles) (Memmedova et al., n.d.). Taghiyev was
allowed to live in Baku-Mardakan and died on 1 September 1924 (Tahirzads et al. n.d., p. 4). In
the newspaper Baku Workers, where his obituary was published, cancer disease was given as
the cause of his death (Bagirov et al., 1993).

It is understood from Tagiyev’s life that even though he was not educated, he
endeavoured for the all-round development of Azerbaijan with his intellectual thinking skills.
He was a talented, creative, principled, and foresighted person who did not hesitate to use all
the advantages of his personal wealth in favour of Azerbaijan. Although he was uneducated,
his support and contribution to education is one of the most important factors that distinguish
him from others.

Haji Zeynelabidin Tagiyev’s Girls’ School (1901-1918)

On 22 March 1896, the director and inspector of the State Schools of the Baku
Province and the Dagestan Province (hame not specified) approached Tagiyev with a proposal
to finance the establishment of a girls’ school. It was stated that they wished to open a 1 or 2
class school for Muslim girls, where handicrafts and home economics classes would be taught
(GIAAR.F.309, ON., D. 779, L.6-6(0OB.) /no:354 cited. A.M.A.i.2020:14). For this issue, which
was emphasised among the intellectuals, Taghiyev evaluated the situation and wrote a letter
to K.P. Yanovsky, the head of the Caucasian Education Department, on 24 April 1896, stating
that he wanted to open a girls’ school, but he had conditions. In his letter, Taghiyev stated that,
in addition to the conditions listed below, he could support the school only if it was built
according to his own design, equipped with all services and equipment, and provided with
native language education. He also promised to transfer 125.000 rubles to the municipality if
his conditions were approved (Cabbarov, 2011). The reply confirming Tagiyev’s letter regarding
the conditions was received on 8 April 1897 (GIAAR.F.309, OP.1, D.780, L.46-46(0OB.) cited.
A.M.A.l 2020:25). Tagiyev did not apply to the Tsar’s wife, Alexandra Fyodorovna, about the
issue of naming the new school after her, but he expressed this in his letter to Yanovsky
(Cabbarov, 2011). While expressing his conditions for this school, which he undertook to cover
the expenses, Tagiyev prioritised the interests of Azerbaijani girls living in the region.
Accordingly, the items Tagiyev presented to Yanovsky to support the construction of the school
were as follows:
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1- The girls’ school should be of the type of the one-grade schools of the Caucasian
Education Region, with an additional department for the training of handicrafts and
household chores appropriate to the needs of the Muslim family.

2- The school must have a boarding house for at least 20 Tatar teachers; additional
boarders may be admitted; these are given free of charge to the poor.

3 - All students and staff of the school must be Muslims.

4-The honorary trustee of the school is the founder of the school, H.Z.A.Tagiyev. And
after his death, his eldest son uses this right. According to the order of seniority, this
right passes to his descendants by inheritance.

5- The board of trustees consists of the following persons: Honorary Board of
Trustees of the School (Article 4); Mayor of Baku, Provincial District Governor,
Director of Baku Province Public Schools, Director of Baku Mariinsky Girls’ High
School and three honorary Muslims elected by Baku City Duma.

6- The Board of Trustees determines the tuition fees to be paid for the subsistence of
guest students and self-sufficient boarders, takes care of the expansion,
enlargement and improvement of the school, and provides assistance to employees
and poor students with clothing and educational materials.

7- The expenses of the school and boarding school shall be covered by the interest
from the capital put up by Zeynel Abidin Tagiyev, voluntary donations, grants from the
city of Baku, if allocated, and money received from concerts, nights, etc.
(GIAAR.F.309, op.1, B.780, L.46-46(0B.) cited. A.M.A.1 2020, pp. 25-26)

Despite Yanovsky’s approval of the letter, the official opening of the school was
postponed for several years. In a letter written by Taghiyev, he expressed the importance of
these schools for Azerbaijani Turks as follows: “... | know Muslim family life and all its
shortcomings very well. There is only one way to gradually remove a Muslim woman from the
closed, fanatical life in which she lives: school and education. However, it is necessary to
establish this school in such a skilful way that Muslims will be interested in it without any
foreign ideas and send their daughters there with confidence” (Cabbarov, 2011, p. 205).

Research shows that even though the proposal to establish a Muslim girls’ school for
Baku seems to have been officially made to Taghiyev by the director and inspector of the State
Schools of Baku Province and Dagestan Province, this project is far from the curriculum
Taghiyev was trying to create. If this project had been accepted by Tagiyev as it was, rather than
being an ordinary Tsarist Russian school, education would have been provided in the form of a
2-year course programme based on skills such as handicrafts and home economics, and away
from the scientific, mother tongue curriculum. In addition, it would have been necessary to
obtain permission from Petersburg for all matters related to the school. Therefore, Tagiyev
deemed it appropriate for the school to be affiliated with the Baku-Dagestan Directorate of
Public Schools, and so it was (Cabbarov, 2011). All kinds of information about the school were
recorded in this directorate. For example, in 1912, it was decided by the school commission
(Board of Trustees) that a teacher named Mina Aslanova would attend classes to give religious
education. Then a petition was written to Baku Dagestan People’s Schools and the following
information about Mina Aslanova was given: “Mina Mrs Aslanova is a Tatar by nationality, a 16-
year-old girl of Muslim-Shiite religion. In 1912, she completed her education at the Baku
Russian-Muslim Women’s Alexandrinsky School. She lives in house number 103 on Spasskaya
street” (A.M.A.l. /Gora 2-go/N0O:13 -4 Yanvarya, 1913). As can be seen, detailed records were
kept on all kinds of information.
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On 18 July 1898, A.S. Thorzhevsky, the director of the Baku Province State Schools,
sent a letter to the Board of Trustees of the Caucasian Educational District approving
Taghiyev’s conditions and the construction of the school building (GIAAR.F.309, PO.1, D. 780,
L.50-50(0B.) PODLINNIK. No:6 cited in. A.M.A. | 2020:32-33). Thus, construction began, and
Tagiyev’s total donation amounted to 308.5 thousand rubles. The members under Tagiyev
responsible for the administrative affairs of this newly created institution were selected,
including Hasanbey Melikzade Zerdabi, Faruk Bey Vezirov, Alimerdan Topcubasi, and his wife
Sona (Cabbarov, 2011).

The school building covers an area of 864m? (Suleymanov, 1996). When it was first
opened, 35 of the 58 female students were selected from poor families (Memmedova et al.
n.d., pp. 24-25). The age of female students to be educated in the school varied between 8 and
11 years (Gancali et al, 2018). Even though there was no quota, with the suggestion of Taghiyev,
an additional quota was created, and 13 more female students were educated free of charge.
Thus, over time, the number of students who received free education exceeded the number of
students who received education with their own means. Tagiyev and the board of trustees
made every effort to ensure that the education was in line with the conditions of the period, and
they tried to proceed in a planned manner on every issue. Classes for students started at 08.30
in the morning. Discipline was taken very seriously and classes ended at 13.20 for the 1st and
2nd grades and at 14.20 for the 3rd and 4th grades (Cabbarov, 2011). The duration of the
lessons to be taught at the school was determined as 50 minutes and consisted of 5 separate
sessions (Genceli et al., 2018). Breakfast was served at 11.20 at the end of the third lesson. In
the evening, teatime was set at around 19.00, and all students were required to be asleep by
21.30. Education atthe school started on Saturday and ended on Thursday, and the day off was
set as Friday. Tagiyev paid special attention to the selection of women to teach in this school.
After determining the ability of the teachers to teach the Azerbaijani language and Islamic rules
through an exam, he took them to work. Thus, the first staff consisted of Hanife Melikova
Zerdabi, Meryem Sulkevich, Asma, daughter of Mehmet Emin Efendi, Sakine Ahundova. On 7
October 1901, the opening ceremony of the school was held. The student library of the school
consisted of about 852 books. It is believed that there were more than 590 educational
materials in many fields such as Islamic law, history, literature, mathematics, natural
sciences, calligraphy, painting and music. Tagiyev paid attention to every detailin school. From
the content of the lessons to all kinds of materials to be found in the building was a matter of
special attention for him. There was even a private doctor in the school, and one of the people
who helped him the most in all these matters was Zerdabi. In 1913, in line with Tagiyev’s
request, a proposal was made to provide two-year pedagogy education in the girls’ school.
Because the people who would teach here needed pedagogical education. Soon after, this
proposal was accepted, but the pedagogy course could only start operating in 1915. By 1916,
the status of the school was equalised with primary schools, and when such schools began to
represent the four-year secondary education stage with the developments, the condition of
completing primary school was introduced in order to enter here (Cabbarov, 2011).

After the establishment of Tagiyev’s girls’ school, “In 1901, one was opened in
Yerevan, in 1902 in Ganja, in 1907 in Nuha (Sheki) and Aghdash, and in 1909, three “Russian-
Tatar” city schools were opened in Baku. The founder of the first girls’ school in Lankaran was
Meryem Hanim Bayramalibekova, one of the first female educators of Azerbaijan” (Muradova,
2007, p. 12). In 1906, Meryem Hanim enrolled in Tagiyev’s girls’ school, after graduation she
entered Nina School and graduated with a medal in 1917. Afterwards, she continued her
education by studying medicine in Moscow. As a result of the political developments, she left
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her education and returned to Lankaran, where she opened a school for girls. She was the only
known female teacher in Lankaran in that period (Muradova, 2007).

In 1917, Haji Zeynelabidin Tagiyev’s support for girls’ schools is described in a
brochure about his life as follows: “... he built a school for Muslim girls. Girls learnt to read and
write in Turkish and Russian languages, housework, sewing, embroidery and so on. The
duration of education was 4 years. The school’s expenses of 800 roubles a year were paid by
Haci Zeynelabidin... He donated 1000 roubles... to a new girls’ school opened in Baku
(Hablemitoglu & Hablemitoglu 1998, p. 76)” Tagiyev’s support and value given to education has
been the guarantee of his future endeavours.

Developments in the world at the beginning of the 20th century, such as difficulties
in access to food, transportation problems for students from other cities, etc., had a profound
effect on the course of these boarding schools. Due to the mishaps in the daily education, the
decrease in the number of foreign teachers and their inadequacy, it was decided to close the
boarding schoolin September 1917 and then to continue the education of students who could
travel to and from classes. As of the year 1918, the school had to completely terminate its
activities. Part of the building is now used as the M. Fuzuli Manuscripts Institute of the
Azerbaijan National Academy of Sciences, and part of it is exhibited as the museum house of
Hussein Javid (Cabbarov, 2011).

Conclusion

In the second half of the 19th century, there were many intellectual Azerbaijani Turks
supporting innovation. These intellectuals, especially in the 19th century Azerbaijan, when
women’s education was struggling between the spiral of illiteracy and poverty, opened a third
way for them. Considering the circumstances, it can be seen that a new formation is not only
an intellectual but also a material issue. It is precisely such an environment that placed the
rich of the period, such as Taghiyeyv, in a strategic position for the Turks of Russia. In particular,
Tagiyev’s life shows us that he does not create a profile that is sloppy and dependent on old-
style practices in anyfield he is involved in. Not only the Turks of Russia are aware of Taghiyev’s
general principles, but also the state organs of Tsarist Russia in the region are of the same
opinion. The biggest reason why Taghiyev did not face major obstacles was because they were
afraid of the material influence of such a powerful financier. However, just like the jadidist
intellectuals, he also had his share of the ancientist mentality and encountered obstacles from
time to time. Each obstacle put in the way of innovation by the kadhimists was nothing but
another brick in the wall that Tsarist Russia wanted to build.

As can be seen, the first quarter of the 19th century was not a very good term from
the aspect of the education of Azerbaijani women. However, thanks to the farsightedness of
the Turkish intellectuals living in Tsarist Russia, the issues of education and women were
discussed in depth since the middle of this century. It was agreed to prioritise the issue of
women and education. The jadidist intellectuals in the region took steps to eliminate the
destruction of women in the field of education. Azerbaijani women, who had no other choice
between Russian schools and old-style madrasahs and whose rights to benefit from them were
limited, were given a new path by adding another option. In such a process, the foresight of Haji
Zeynelabidin Tagiyev, who turned the idea of opening a modest school for Muslim girls from the
state institution of Tsarist Russia into an advantage for his nation with the traces of the work of
Russian Turks in the field of education, came into play. The fact that this initiative was made to
Tagiyev is a result of the importance he attached to education. However, this proposal, which
at first glance seems well-intentioned, does not carry the qualities that will encourage
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Azerbaijani women to science, support their education, save them from any discrimination
and/or embrace them with their historical identity. The fact that Tagiyev, on behalf of
Azerbaijani women and intellectuals, made her weight felt by imposing her conditions, proves
her personal superiority in the historical arena.

On the other hand, the nineteenth century Azerbaijani education life, in which the
traditionalline of education was preserved in terms of quality, and only men could benefit from
this traditional education model, evolved towards the end of the same century into a period
that included basic sciences such as history, geography, mathematics and now women could
also receive education. Tagiyev’s girls’ school provided all kinds of opportunities in terms of
education in order to create Azerbaijani women in the modern line in the conditions of the
period. Taking advantage of the traces of the systematic work of the Russian Turks in the field
of education, Taghiyev was able to embody the position of Azerbaijani women in his own
imagination. The misfortune of the school was that it was short-lived. However, despite this,
the schoolis important both in terms of its structure and the quality of the education provided.
Tagiyev and the jadidist intellectuals of the period, with all they did and wanted to do, became
a beacon of hope for the educational life of contemporary and later women.
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Oz: XIX. yuzyil ve son ceyregi Rusya Tirklerinin tim tarihlerine ilham
kaynagi olacak nitelikte cok yonlu gelismelere sahne olmustur. Carlik
Rusya’si sinirlari iginde bulunan Rusya Turklerine uyguladigi politikalarin
mihenk taslarindan birisini egitim, digerini ise kadinlar olusturmaktadir.
Toplumsal hayattan bu iki olguyu gikardigimizda kendini tanimayan, milli
bilingten uzak, kimlig§inden habersiz, kitleler yiginindan bagka bir sey
kalmamaktadir. Toplum bu olgular etrafinda sekillenmektedir. Rusya
Turkleri arasindaki entelektieller, ileri goruslulukleriyle bu iki olguyu,
kendileri icin avantaja cevirmek konusunda akillica davranmislardir.
Oncellikle okullarda bir yenilige gitmenin zorunlulugunu, milli biling
tabanliyeni nesil Usul-i Cedid okullariyla sistemlestirmis, ardindan Rusya
Turklerine bu sistemi aciklamaya ve kadinlari bu egitim sistemine dahil
etmeye calismiglardir. Tasarladiklan  dusuncelerini  uygulamaya
koyarken, kendilerini finanse edebilecek donemin zenginleriyle birlikte
hareket etmislerdir. Bu kisilerden birisi de Haci Zeynelabidin Tagiyev’dir.
O, egitim mufredati da dahil olmak Uzere, okulun her turlt ihtiyacini
karsilamis, onemli adimlar atarak Azerbaycan’da Mdusliuman Kiz
Mektebinin acilmasini bizzat saglamistir. Baku’de, H.Z.A.Tagiyev’in Kiz
Mektebi sayesinde, donemine gore onemli sayida Azerbaycan kadini,
kendi kultiriinden kopmadan, diger mekteplere gore ikinci sinif egitim
kurumuna dahil olmadan, nispeten oOzgurlesme kazanimina sahip
olmustur. Bu calisma; H.Z.A. Tagiyev’in hayatini ve kizmektebinin olusum
meselesini, XIX. yuzyil Azerbaycan kadininin egitimi Uzerinden
literatlirdeki eksikligi gidermek amaciyla ayrintili bicimde incelemistir.
Ayrica H.Z.A Tagiyev’in hayati detaylandirilarak, onun egitime sundugu
katkilarin sebepleri belirlenmeye c¢alisilmistir. Musluman kiz mektebi
agma teklifinin, kimden geldigine yonelik tartismalara da cevap
aranmistir. Azerbaycan dili, Rusga ve Turkge sureli yayin, ana kaynak ve
telif eserler Uzerinden bilgiye ulasilmaya calisilmis, konu neden-sonug
iliskisiyle temellendirilmistir. inceleme vyaparken, nitel arastirma
yontemlerinden dokiiman ve icerik analiz ydnteminden faydalanilmistir.
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XIX. yiizyil Azerbaycan kadiminin egitim hayati: Haci Zeynelabidin Tagiyev’in kiz mektebi

Giris

XVI. yuzyil ve sonrasinda Kafkasya bodlgesel anlamda, etrafindaki glc¢ dengeleri
bakimindan paylasilamayan boélge halini almistir. Ancak XIX. yuzyilla birlikte bolgede Carlik
Rusya’si hakimiyet kurmustur (Resulzade, 1996). Bu yuzyilin sonlarinda, Carlik Rusya’sinin gcok
yonlu asimilasyon politikalarina maruz kalan, bir yandan da kimliklerini korumaya calisan
Rusya Turkleri; kendi benliklerini hem korumak hem de gelistirmek adina, tarih bilimi ve egitim
icin de son derece kiymetli bir doneme adim atmislardir. Bilindigi tUzere tarih egitimi ve bilgisi;
toplumun karakterini anlamak ve de yansitmak acisindan oldukgca 6nemlidir. Azerbaycan’da
yasayan Turkler, tam da bu bilingle giristikleri entelektliel micadelenin mihenk taslarindan
birini olusturmaktadir.

Azerbaycan’a ait topraklarin Rusya tarafindan isgal edilmesiyle baslayan surecte, Rusya
bolgede kendi varligini kabul ettirmek ve devamuligini saglamak icin c¢esitli politikalara
basvurmustur. Genelde Rusya Turklerinin, 6zelde Azerbaycan’in bu dénemde kendi iginde
cOzmesi gereken c¢esitli meseleleri vardir (Baykara, 1975). Bunlar arasinda en dnemlilerinden
biri egitim, digeri ise kadinlardir. Egitim, yakin vadede sonug¢ vermiyormus gibi gozuken, ancak
uzun vadede toplumlarin kdklerini yerinden oynatabilecek kadar gugli bir olgudur. Kadin ise;
egitimin olumlu olumsuz etkilerini uzun yillar nesillere aktarabilecek derinliktedir. Dolayisiyla
bu iki olgunun tahribati bir toplumu kdklerinden ayirabilecek gugtedir. Bunun farkinda olan
Carlik Rusya’si niyetlerini ortaya koyan ve birbirini destekleyen politikalarini titizlikle
surddrmusgtar. Oyle ki; halk, adaletsizlikle ¢cok yonlu siddete maruz kalirken, kendi dillerinde
dusunmelerini bile egitim araciligiyla yasak hale getirmistir (Baykara, 1966). Dédnemin Rus Milli
Egitim bakani, Car |. Aleksandr’a su satirlar kaleme almistir: “Rus olmayan milletleri egitip
aydinlatmanin ve onlara Rus ruhunu agilamanin, devletimizin takip ettigi siyaseti bakimindan
son derece 6nemli oldugu kanaatindeyim” (Ebulfez 2006, s. 36). Boyle bir ortam, Azerbaycan
Tarklerini kendi tarihsel devingenlikleri igerisinde kopmaya maruz birakmistir. Egitimin 6nemini
net bir sekilde i¢sellestiren Carlik Rusya, baglarda bolgenin kirsal alanlarini egitim sahasi olarak
goérmemis ve de buralara yeterli fon saglamamistir. Bunlara ek olarak, kirsal alanlarda yasayan
maddi duzeyi duguk yerli halk, topraklarinin Rus géo¢gmenlerine verilmesiyle de karsi karsgiya
kalmistir (Yesilot, 2004). Dolayisiyla kirsal alanlardaki yerli nufus ya egitilmemis ya da
geleneksellesmis medreselerin egitimine mecbur birakilmistir. Bu halkin, buyuk bir kismini da
derin yoksullukla bas basa kalan Azerbaycan kadinlari olusturmustur. Dolayisiyla halkin
medent anlamda kendini ayaga kaldirmasi da yine bu doneme tepki olarak ortaya ¢ikmisgtir.

Ote yandan XIX. yilizyilin ikinci yarisi Azerbaycan’da petrol rezervlerinin énemli bir kaynak
haline gelmesi, sanayinin gelismesi, sanayinin gelismesiyle bolge halkinin buralarda is imkani
bulabilmesi, demiryolunun insa edilmesi ile birlikte Bati ile temasin saglanmasi, Carlik
Rusya’sinda yasayan Turklerin egitim gormesiyle entelektlel kitlenin artmasi, hep birlikte
yenilesme slrecinin dogmasina sebep olmustur. Genelde Carlik Rusya’sinin tamaminda,
O0zelde Azerbaycan’da bulunan bazi Turk entelektieller bu dénemde kendilerini 6zellikle
egitimin iyilestirilmesi-modernlestirilmesi meselesinde gostermeye baslamiglardir. Bu
anlamda gelisimin tabana yayilmasi acisindan 6zellikle XIX. ylzyilin ikinci yarisinda yukselise
gecen, Azerbaycan basini da dnemli bir yer tutmaktadir (Baykara, 1966). Azerbaycan basini
sayesinde bodlge halki hem birbirlerinden hem de dinyadaki gelismelerden haberdar olarak,
fikri ylkselisine onemli katkilar saglamistir. Azerbaycan’da basin denilince de akla gelen
isimlerden biri Haci Zeynelabidin Tagiyev olmaktadir. Cunkl kendisi Azerbaycan’da yeni
gelismeye baslayan yayincilik faaliyetlerinin de finansorligunu yapmistir (Devlet, 2014).

Yukarida gergevesi ¢izilen XIX. ylzyilin son ¢eyreginde Rusya Turklerinin sosyal-siyasi,
iktisadi durumu bolgenin genel bir portresini olusturmakta ve kendi tepkisel sureglerinin
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gortulmesini saglamaktadir. Clnku; cografi anlamda birbirinde uzak gibi goriinseler de Rusya
icerisinde bulunan Tdrkler acgisindan durum benzer cizgide devam etmistir. Dénemin
entelektuelleri tum dlnyadaki gelismeleri takip eden, basta egitimsel 6n gortleri olmak Uzere,
Rusya Turkleri igin sistemli bir yol gosterici olmuslardir. Sartlar géoz 6nine alindiginda
gorulmektedir ki, yeni olusumlar fikri oldugu kadar, maddi destege de ihtiyac duymaktadir.
Butln Rusya Turkleri arasinda yayginlasan ve gelisen entelektuellerin en 6nemli destekgileri
kuskusuz dénemin zenginleri olmustur. Bunlarin en dnemlilerinden biri de Haci Zeynelabidin
Tagiyev’dir.

Calismanin tum bu butunsellik igcindeki amaci; kimulatif bilgilerden olusan tarih bilgisi
ve egitiminin toplumdaki yansimalarinin tarihsel acidan 06zgln degerlendirmesini
yapabilmektir. Bu degerlendirme ve bilgi analizleri cergevesinde, toplumun s6z konusu bilimsel
alanlara ne kadar ihtiyaci oldugu, XIX. yuzyil Azerbaycan’inda sosyal, siyasi, iktisadi pek ¢cok
alanin egitim Uzerinden, karsilikli olarak nasil dizayn edilebilmis olacagini gormemiz acisindan
son derece onemlidir. Dolayisiyla bu calisma ile; XIX. yuzyil Azerbaycan’inda kadinlarin egitim
alabildigi eski tip yapilar ve bu egitimin modernlesmesi icin gosterilen mucadele ile birlikte
sonuglarini gormek mumkun olacaktir.

Yontem

Arastirma Yontemi ve Deseni

Bu calismada temelde, donemin Azerbaycan kadininin egitim hayatinin ne durumda
oldugu, Azerbaycan’da ilk Misluman kiz mektebini kurdurmakicin Haci Zeynelabidin Tagiyev’in
nasil bir strateji izledigi, mektebin kurulmasi teklifinin kimden geldigi sorularina yanit aranirken,
bunlarin yaninda alt problemler olarak gortlen, entelektuel Rusya Turklerinin dnemli
finansdrlerinden olan dénemin zengin aydini Haci Zeynelabidin Tagiyev’in nasil bir hayata
dogdugu ve nasil bir egitim aldigl, insa edilen mektebin sadece egitim alani olarak mi géruldugu
yoksa Azerbaycan kadinina layik gorulen kalitede bir hayatin provasinin mi yapildigl, gibi
sorulara da cevap aranmistir. Dolayisiyla XIX. yuzyil Azerbaycan’inda kadinin geleneksel egitim
modelinden, modern egitime gecis siireci irdelenmistir. Ozellikle Rusya Tirkleri arasindaki
entelektuel gelisimin 6nemli bir parcasi olan, Azerbaycan’da ki bu sosyal degisim sureci
incelenirken nitel arastirma ydntemlerinden olan, dokiman analiz tekniginden faydalanilmistir.

Calisma Grubu

Bu calisma; XIX. yuzyil Azerbaycan’inda geleneksel egitim modelinden, modern egitim
sistemine gecisi, kadinlar Uzerinden incelemektedir. Donemin 6nemli entelektieli Haci
Zeynelabidin Tagiyev’in kiz mektebi s6z konusu modern egitim sisteminin bolgedeki onemli
temsilcilerinden biridir. Burasi ayni zamanda Azerbaycan’daki ilk Misliman kiz mektebi olmasi
dolayisiyla da calismaya konu olmustur. H.Z.A. Tagiyev’in iyi denilebilecek diizeyde egitim
almadigi halde, modern egitime olan ilgisi ve destegi onu dikkat ceken bir yere
konumlandirmaktadir. Konuyla ilgili, elde edilen ana kaynaklar dahil olmak Gzere; butln bilgi ve
belgeler, bilimsel etik kurallar cercevesinde literatlr Uzerinden incelenip, herhangi bir katilimci
ile calisma icermediginden etik kurul onayina gerektirmektedir.

Veri Toplama Araclari

Arastirma kapsaminda incelenen belgeler, Azerbaycan Milli Arsiv idaresi ve Azerbaycan
Milli Kitiphanesindeki arsiv belgelerine dayanmaktadir. Boylece konu ile ilgili dogrudan bilgiye
ulasilmaya calisilmistir. Bunlarin yaninda s6z konusu makale ile ilgili Turkge, Rusca ve
Azerbaycan diline ait arsiv belgeleri, telif eserler ve makaleler arastirmanin niteligi g6z 6nlinde
bulundurularak sistematik bir bigcimde taranmis ve siniflandirilmistir. Ayni zamanda bdlgeye
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XIX. yiizyil Azerbaycan kadiminin egitim hayati: Haci Zeynelabidin Tagiyev’in kiz mektebi

bizzat giderek, s6z konusu Tagiyev’in kiz mektebi, buglinki haliyle “M. Fuzuli El Yazmalari
Enstitlisu- Huseyin Cavid’in muze evi” olarak kullanilan binada incelemelerde bulunulmustur.
Boylece donemin egitimi icin 6zel olarak dizayn edilen yapi gorllerek, s6z konusu binanin
donemin egitim kalitesine katkisi olup olmadigi Gizerine arastirma yapilabilmistir.

Verilerin Analizi

Calismanin konusu dahilinde ana hatlar ve detaylar, akademik literatiirdeki eksiklikler
gobz o6nunde bulundurularak, 6zgun bir analizle giderilmeye calisilmistir. Analiz yapilirken
tarihsel butunsellik korunmaya calisilarak, neden-sonug iligkisiyle konu detaylandirilmistir. Bu
detaylandirmalarin tarihsel karsiliklarinin, toplumsal hayata yansimasinin sonuglari verilmeye
calisitmistir. Tum bunlar yapilirken; déneme ait arsiv belgeleri, literatlr taramasi yapilarak,
toplanan belgeler Gzerinden icerik analizi yapilmistir. Bdylece, donemle ilgili birinci ve ikinci el
kaynaklar sistematik bir bicimde, kapsaml olarak incelenebilmistir. Calismanin gtvenirliligi,
arsivlerden elde edilen birinci el kaynaklar ve birinci el kaynaklarin birebir kopyalarindan elde
edilen verilerin analiziile saglanip, tarihsel gecerlilikle desteklenmistir. Ayrica elde edilen veriler
yorumlanip, anlamu bir butin olusturulmaya calisilirken, kavramsal sinirlara bagli kalinmis,
analiz surecinde yontemsel butunluk saglanarak tutarlilik korunmustur. Dogrudan elde edilen
tim belgeler, ayrintili bicimde detaylandirilmis, elde edilen bulgularin inandiriciligl ise tarihsel
akigla desteklenerek saglanmistir.

Bulgular

XIX. Yuzyil Azerbaycan’inda Kadinin Egitim Durumu

XIX. yuzyilin sonlari modern Azerbaycan kadininin egitimi, toplumda gorinur hale
gelmesi, Azerbaycan aydinlarii¢cin yan yana yurtyecekleri, toplumun énemli biryansimasiolan,
gelecek iginse modern Azerbaycan olugsumunun temellerini atacak Kkigilerin yetismesi
anlamina gelmektedir. Bu mesele XIX. ylzyilin sonlariyla birlikte sadece Azerbaycan 6zelinde
degil, Rusya’da yasayan butun Turkler icin son derece dikkat ¢ekici ve de ¢ézulmesi gereken bir
mesele haline gelmistir. Clnku; s6z konusu donemde Carlik Rusya’sinda bulunan Turk kadinlar
ile Rus kadinlari arasinda irksal farkliliktan kaynakli konumsal ayrim da bulunmaktadir. Buna
gore Turk kadinlarinin statl baglaminda oldukga alt siralarda oldugu gorulmektedir. Carlik
Rusya’si en ¢ok bu gruplarin milli bilince erismesinden ve bu bilincin egitimle toplumda karsilik
bulmasindan endise duymustur.

XIX. yuzyilda Azerbaycan Turk’u kadinlar Gzerinde Carlik Rusya’sinin politikalari gittikce
agirlasmisken, islamiyet’i cagin gereksinimlerinden uzak yorumlamaya devam eden din
adamlarinin da baskisiyla, bdlge kadinlari i¢in neredeyse yoklardi demek mumkundur
(Hablemitoglu & Hablemitoglu, 1998). Bu anlamda Azerbaycan entelektlelleri agisindan
mesele sadece egitimi onceleyen, tek noktaya odaklanmis bir konu olmaktan ziyade,
geleneksellesmis, kaliplasmis ve yikilmasi zor bir dini mesele halini de almistir. Azerbaycan
entelektlelleri icin eskiye karsi yeniyi insa etme slreci maddi-manevi oldukga zorlayici
olmustur. Onlar i¢cin Azerbaycan Turklerinin milll bilincinin artmasi, gelecekte iyi kusaklarin
yetisebilmesi, toplum bilincinin 6n plana ¢ikarak kimliklerini kazanmalarinin dnuindeki dnemli
engellerden biri; kadinlarin egitimde neredeyse yok hukmunde olmalariydi.
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1901 yiinda Ahmet Agaoglu® isldma Goére ve isldm Aleminde Kadin eserinde Yusuf
Akcura’nin? aktarimina gore kadin ve egitim meselesiyle ilgili sunlan soylemistir:
“Muslumanlarin kurtarilmasi, onlarin manevi, maddi, hatta siyasi kalkinmalari, yalniz iki
meselenin ¢ozumune baglidir: Kadin meselesi ve elifbanin (alfabenin) islahi...“ (Hablemitoglu
& Hablemitoglu 1998, s.119). Ahmet Agaoglu’nun 6ne c¢ikardigi bu iki olgu, Carlik Rusya’siicin
XIX. yuzyilin basindan itibaren vazgecilmez politikalar olmustur. Buyuk resme bakildiginda,
ddénemin bilinen tim alanlarini kendi lehine ¢cevirmeye c¢alisan ve higbir bosluk birakmayan
Carlik Rusya igin, egitim ve kadin meseleleri de stratejik avantaj saglamada 6nemli rol
oynamistir. Konuyla ilgili Carlik donemi Transkafkasya egitim kurulu baskanlarindan Semyonoy,
bolgedeki Carlik Rusya’sinin egitim politikasini su sekilde aktarmistir; “...MUsliman ¢cocuklar 3-
4 yil Rus, komsu ve diger Hiristiyan gocuklarla bir arada kalarak Rus dilini 68renecekler ve dini
fanatizmlerini kaybedip daha Rus olacaklar: Hukumetin bu alandaki temel ilgisi budur!”
(Ahmedov 1985, ss. 24-25). XIX. yuzyilin Azerbaycan egitim hayatina genel olarak bakildiginda,
bu politikanin Carlik Rusya’si tarafindan birebir uygulandigi zaten gortulmektedir. Carlik Rusya’si
acisindan bolgenin Ruslastirilmasinin olmazsa olmazi, Rus dilinin halka 6&gretilmesidir
(Somuncuoglu, 2006). Bu bazen egitim araciligiyla dogrudan, bazense boélgeye Ruslarin
yerlestirilmesiyle etkilesim saglayarak dolayli yoldan olmustur. Bolgede yasayan insanlar igin
egitim anlaminda iki secenek bulunmaktadir. Birincisi; Ruslarin asimile programlarina hizmet
eden genel Rus okullari, bir digeri ise sayilari olduk¢a fazla olan geleneksel medrese egitimi
(Musayeva, 2014). Azerbaycan’da Carlik Rusya’sinin egitim politikalarini uygulamaya koydugu
“ilk okul 1830 yilinda Susa’da, 1832’de Baku’de, 1833’te Seki’de, 1837°de Gence’de, 1838’de
Nahcivan ve Samahr’da acildi. 1857 yilinda Azerbaycan’daki tum kaza okullarinda sadece 148
Azerbaycan’li 6grenci vardi... (Muradova 2007, s.11)” Bu donemde Azerbaycanli kadinlarin
yaklasik yuzde 90’indan fazlasi okuma yazma bilmemekteydi (Muradova, 2007). 1830 yilinda
Bakii, icerisehirde 25 kiz cocuguna 2 kadin égretmen egitim vermistir. XIX. ylizyilin ortalarina
kadar Azerbaycan’da kadinlar igin belirlenmis, duzenli bir egitim sistemi gorulmemektedir.
1850’li yillarda Samahi’da Kullubejim Hanim isminde bir kadinin, kendi evinde matematik,
Farsca, tarih, ana dil, dikis dikme, resim gibi dersler verdigi bilinmektedir. Evlerde yapilan bu
tarz egitimler de bolgedeki kadinlarin gelisimine katki saglamistir. 1860’lLiyillarda bu tarz evlerde
ders veren, resmi belgelere gore Gence’de 11 kadin 68retmen, 55 kiz 6grenci bulunmaktadir.
Ancak bu kizlardan sadece 6’s1 koylu kizlardir. Genel olarak Azerbaycanli kadinlar bu sekilde
evlerde egitim gormustlr. Ve tabi ki bu egitime ulasabilmek icin de belirli bir licret 6demeleri
gerekmistir. Bu durum, her kesimden kadinin egitim almasini sinirlandirmistir. Bir kiz
cocugunun egitim alabilmesi ailesinin gelir durumuyla dogru orantili haldedir (Ahmedov, 1985).

Boyle bir ortamda Carlik Rusya’sinin Azerbaycan’da egitim faaliyetlerini baslatirken,
temel prensibi bolge halkina Rus dilini, kiltlrind, tarihini 6gretmek ve bunun devamulgini
saglamak olmustur. Rusya, bu amacla ilk devlet okulunu 1830°da Susa’da Kaza Mektebi adiyla
acmistir (Devlet, 2014). 1848’de ise ilk kiz mektebi olan Mukaddes Nina Mektebi Samahi
sehrinde acilmistir. Mektep sonralari Baki’ye nakledilmistir (Cabbarov, 2011). Mektep ilk
acildiginda 16 kiz 6grenci ainmistir. Bu okul da digerleri gibi, Rus egitimini temel alan bir
mufredata sahiptir. Rus dili, matematik vb. 1901 yilinda burada sadece bir Azerbaycanl kiz
egitim gormustiur (Ahmedov, 1985).

L Ahmet Agaoglu (1869-1939): Karabag dogumludur. 1889’da Sorbonne Universitesi’nde tarih ve filoloji egitimi almistir.
Tiflis, Susa ve Baki’de 6gretmenlik yapmistir. “Milli uyanis hareketi”ne katilarak Tiirk ve Muslimanlarin haklarini Rus
makamlarina karsi savunmustur. (Yiice 1988, ss.464-466)

2yusuf Akcura (1876-1935): Kazan dogumlu, Tiirk siyaset adam, tarihgi ve yazar. 1899 ‘da Paris’te Ecole Libre des Sciences
Politiques’te egitim almistir. Cedidciler arasina katilarak siyasi, kiltlrel faaliyetlere katilmistir. (Yiice 1989, s5.228-229)
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1874 yilinda, Baklu Kiz Lisesi, 1894’te Marinsky isimli bir kiz okulu daha acilmistir
(Muradova, 2007). 1901 yiinda Marinsky kiz okulunda yedi Azerbaycanli kiz 6g8renci egitim
gormustir (Ahmedov, 1985). Ancak goruldigu gibi, buralarda Azerbaycanli kiz 68renci sayisi
oldukgca dusuktir. Bunun baslica sebepleri arasinda; Rus egitim sisteminin alisilagelmis
Musliman egitiminden oldukga farkli nitelikler tasimasini ve Azerbaycan kadinlarinin
ihtiyaclarina cevap vermemesini gostermek mumkinduar. Carlik Rusya’sinda 1874 yilinda
Devlet Okullari Nizamnamesi yayinlanmis ve boylece egitimi de kontrol altina alarak, Rusya’da
yasayan Turkleri ve tabi ki Azerbaycan halkini kontrol altinda tutmay! hedeflemislerdir. Bu
nizamnameye gore; okullarda yalnizca Rusga egitim verilebilecektir. Bu durum Azerbaycan
halkinin ¢cocuklarini eski tip Musluman okullarina gondermeye yonlendirmistir. Ancak yine de
burada egitim gorenlerin sayisi da oldukga dusuktur (Azarbaycan Tarixi, 2007).

Goruldugu gibi bolgedeki kadinlar icin egitim anlaminda XIX. ylzyil Azerbaycan’inda ¢ok
fazla segenek bulunmamaktadir. Rus okullari, gelir seviyesi yuksek ailelerin ¢ocuklarina
yonelik, Rus tipi egitim modelini benimsemistir. Dolayisiyla Azerbaycanli kiz cocuklar ya
buraya gidecek ya da evlerdeki sinirli egitime mahk(m kalacaklardi. Bununla birlikte iki segenek
icin de Ucret 6demek zorundaydilar. 1895 yilinda Vendam Kdy okulunun muaduru Hasan Bagirov
sunlari sdylemistir; “Kdyluler geng kizlari Rus okuluna géndermek istemiyorlar. Bunu goéz
Onunde bulundurarak, her ebeveyn kizina evde Azerice 6gretmenin gorevi oldugunu
bilmektedir” (Ahmedov, 1985, ss. 119-212). 1897 yilinda Rusya’da toplam nufusun binde 1°lik
orani Universite seviyesinde egitim gorebilmekteydi (Hablemitoglu & Hablemitoglu, 1998). XIX.
yuzyil Carlik Rusya’sinda bulunan halk icin okullar agilmis olsa da bu okullara hemen herkes
gidememistir. Yaygin olan medreselerde ise ortalama egitim suresi 10-15 yil arasinda
degismekteydi (Tagiyev, 1993). Dolayisiyla medreseler, dénemin modern ihtiyaclarindan
oldukga uzak bir sekilde egitim vermekte, basitce s6z etmek gerekirse hesap yapma, yazi
yazma, Arapc¢a ve Farsga 6gretimini 6n planda tutmaktaydi. Burada eski tip egitim verildiginden
halk arasinda okuma yazma orani oldukca diisiik seviyelerdeydi. Ustelik bu medreselerde
sadece erkek ¢cocuklari egitim gortrken, kiz gocuklar evlerde verilen keyfi egitimle yetinmek
zorunda kalmistir.

Butun bu yasanan gelismelerin Rusya Turkleri i¢in, kimliklerini kaybetme noktasinda
tehlikeli boyutlara ulastigini farkeden Rusya Turklerinin egitim gormus, Batiile etkilesim halinde
olan entelektlel kesimi, basta kendi igcinde bu sorunlari cézmek icin, aydinlanmaci bir harekete
yonelmislerdir. Bolgede bulunan egitim o6gretimin iyilestirilmesi meselesine yogun mesai
harcadiklari icin egitimde gelistirdikleri Usul-i Cedid (yeni metod) yonteminden hareketle
ceditci ismini almislardir (Swietochowski,1988). XIX. ylzyilin baslarindan itibaren bolgede pek
cok Rus okulu acilmis, sozinl ettig§im Azerbaycan entelektlellerinin buyuk bir kismi bu
okullarda egitim gormiuslerdir. Ardindan bolgede yasayan Rusya Turkleri icin modern egitime
daha yakin bir gizgide, erisimi Rus okullarina gére daha kolay olan, kendi geleneklerini modern
cizgide takip eden ve anadillerini 6n planda tutan Usul-i Cedid okullarini kurma dustncesi
dogmustur (Baykara, 1966). Bu entelektuellerin yenilikci fikirleri, donemin muhafazakar din
adamlar basta olmak Uzere, birtakim cevreler tarafindan kabul géormemistir. Bu kisiler ve
destekgileri ise kadimci olarak isimlendirilmislerdir (Swietochowski, 1988). iste tam da bdyle
bir ortamda 1884 yilinda ismail Gaspirali® tarafindan yeni nesil egitim programina uygun, ilk
Usul-i Cedid okulu acilmis, (Devlet, 2014) yine ayniyilicinde Bahgesaray’da ilk kiz Usul-i Cedid
okulu kurulmustur (Hablemitoglu & Hablemitoglu, 1998). Yaklasik bir yil kadar 6nce (10 Nisan
1883) (Capraz, 1990) ¢ikartilmaya basglanan, Terciman gazetesi araciligiyla da bu gelismeler

3 [smail Gaspiral (1851-1914): Kinm Bahgesaray’da dogmustur. Moskova’da Harp Okulu’nda egitim gdérmiistiir. Béylece
Rus fikir hayatini ve aydinlarini tanima imkani bulmustur. Cedidcilerin 6nemli isimlerinden biridir. (Kirimli 1996, ss.392-
395)
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diger Rusya Turklerine ulastirilmaya calisilmistir. Gazete 6zellikle dil anlaminda Azerbaycan ve
Kinnm’da ortalama bir okuyucunun anlayabilecegi duzeyde olup, Carlik Rusya’sinda bulunan,
ornegin Volga Tatarlarinin anlamakta biraz daha zorlanabilecegi seviyedeydi (Swietochowski,
1988). Ayrica Tercliman gazetesinin arkasinda da Tagiyev’in maddi desteginin oldugunu
sdylemek gerekir (Ebulfez, 2006). ismail Gaspirali aslinda, bolgedeki Misliiman kadinlarin
ozgurlestirilmesi gerektigi dusuncesini 1881 yilinda Tavrida gazetesinde belirtmistir
(Gluindogdu, 2010). ismail Gaspiral’nin yapmak istedikleri olarak siralayabilecegimiz; “Avrupat
manada okullarda egitim yapilmasi, Turkler igin ortak bir yazi meydana getirilmesi, kadinin
esaretten kurtulmasi, Rusya Turklerinin iktisadi hayata katilmalari, dint idarelerin dizeltilmesi,
yardimlagsma cemiyetlerinin kurulmasi vb.” (Devlet 1988, s.54) meseleleri daha sonra
cedidcilerin ortak hedefi haline gelmistir. ilk Usul-i Cedid okulu Bahgesaray’da acildiktan sonra
Kafkasya ve Kirirm’da yenileri acilmaya baslanmis, boylece sureklilik saglanmaya calisilmigtir
(Ortayli, 1968). Bu okullarin kisa strede yayilmasinda énemli bir faktor olarak, mekteplerin
Carlik Rusya’si tarafindan ¢ok siki bir sekilde denetlenmemesini gosterebiliriz (Somuncuoglu,
2014). Boylece Usul-i Cedid okullari Rusya Turklerinin menfaatlerini dnceleyen nitelikleri
bakimindan daha kolay yayilma imkani bulabilmisgtir.

Usul-i Cedid okullari igin hazirlanan programa goére; islam hukuk kurallari ve Kur’an
Ogretimine ek olarak tarih, matematik, cografya gibi bilimi takip eden (Zenkovsky, 2000) ve
anadil egitimini iceren dersler mufredata dahil edilmistir (Kirnmli, 1996). Bunlarin yaninda ders
sureleri, dersliklerin fiziki durumu, 6grenci sayisi gibi meseleler de gunuin modern sartlarina
uygun olusturulmustur (Kinmu, 1996). Azerbaycan’da bu gelismeleri destekleyen ilk Usul-i
Cedid okulu ise 1890 yilinda Ordubat’ta Sitki Seferoglu tarafindan ac¢ilmis, akabinde bu
okullarin sayisi artmaya baglamis, yenilesme surecinin hiz kazanmasiyla birlikte 1894 yilinda
Neriman Nerimanov* ilk kitiphanenin agilmasi ile ilgili izni alabilmistir. Boylece bodlgeye
istanbul da dahil olmak tizere farkli bélgelerden gesitli eserler gelmeye baslamistir (Devlet,
2014). ismail Gaspirali, kizi Sefika Gaspirali ile birlikte Rusya Tirkleri arasindaki ilk kadin
dergisini de (Alem-i Nisvan 1906-1910) ¢ikartmistir (Kanlidere, 2000).

Goruldugu gibi, donemin basin organlari egitim meseleleriyle i¢ ice olmustur. Konuyla
ilgili tartismalarin 6nemli bir kismi bu gazeteler Uzerinden yasanmistir. S6z gelimi,
Azerbaycan’da 11 Temmuz 1875 yilinda Ekinci gazetesinin ilk sayisi ana dilde cikartilmis,
Hasanbey Zerdabi basta olmak Uizere, bu gazetede pek cok konunun yani sira egitim
meselesiyle ilgili duslincelerini paylagsmistir. Egitimin ana dilde olmasi, bilimin éncelenmesi
gibi meseleler hakkindaki cedidcilerin gorusleri, cok gecmeden gazeteye tepki mektuplarinin
gelmesine sebep olmustur (Tagiyev,1993). Bu tepkiler donemin yeni nesil egitim anlayisini ve
entelektlel bilgisini 6n planda tutan cedidcilere karsi olan kadimcilerden gelmistir. Nasil ki
Carlik Rusya’sinin asimilasyon politikalari tam tersi dlsuncelerin gelismesini buyluk oranda
tetiklediyse, Azerbaycan’da da yenilesme isteginin dne ¢cikmasi, tam tersi dustncelerin gin
yuzune cikmasini desteklemistir. Dolayisiyla basta Usul-i Cedid okullarinin acilmasiyla beraber
kiz okullarinin da faaliyet gostermeye baslamasi, meseleye dini acidan karsi c¢ikan, din
adamlarina zemin hazirlamistir. Bolgede bulunan gelenekgi din adamlari, yeni agilan bu
okullara fslam’in ruhuna aykiri (Azerbaycan Tarixi, 2008) olma gerekgesiyle karsi koymuslardir.
Tam da bu sebeple, yenilesmeyi destekleyen din adamlarini hatirlamak gerekir (Hablemitoglu,

4 Neriman Nerimanov (1870-1925): Tiflis’te yoksul bir ailede dogmustur. Edebiyatgi, devrimci, siyasetci, tip doktorudur.
M.F.Ahundov edebiyat ekolliiniin de temsilcilerindendir. 1902’de Odessa’da Tip egitimi almistir. Tagiyev’in maddi
destegiyle (Memmedova vd. ty:27)

> Hasanbey Melikzide Zerdabi (1842-1907): Samahi’nin Zerdab kdyiinde dogmustur. Moskova Universitesi Fizik-
Matematik Fakiltesinden mezun olmustur. Cedidcilerin dnemli isimlerinden biridir. (Akpinar 1997, ss.362-363)
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XIX. yiizyil Azerbaycan kadiminin egitim hayati: Haci Zeynelabidin Tagiyev’in kiz mektebi

1998). Abdllselam Ahundzade, Molla Muhammed Pisnamazzade, Mufti Huseyin Efendi
Kayibov gibi din adamlari, egitimin 6nemini dine dayandirarak halka anlatmaya calismiglardir
(Azerbaycan Tarixi, 2008). Bu entelektlel din adamlari sayesinde halkin 6nemli bir kesimi, bu
modern okullara cocuklarini gondermek icin kendilerinde manevi guc bulmuslardir.

Zerdabi bir yazisinda soyle soylemistir; “Erkekler icin ne kadar okulumuz olursa olsun
istedigimiz hedefe ulasamayacagiz. Kadinlar bilimden ve egitimden diglaniyor. Ancak gen¢
neslin egitiminde kadinlar buyuk rol oynuyor” (Ahmedov 1985, s. 213). Zerdabi bu dusuncelerini
konuyla ilgili harekete gecerek de desteklemistir. 1880’lerde esi Hanife Hanim ile birlikte
eksikliklerin farkinda olarak, Musliuman kadinlar icin Tiflis’te ayrn bir mektep acmak
istemislerdir. Bu dusUnceleri bolgede cok fazla tartismaya neden olmustur. Okul agma girisimi
maddi sebeplerin de etkisiyle tamamlanamamistir. Yine 1896 yilinda Zerdabi, Baku’de kiz okulu
kurma dusuncesiyle Baklu valisine basvuru yapmig, ancak bu talebi tehlikeli bulunarak
reddedilmistir (Ahmedov, 1985).

Tam bunlar gostermektedir ki; XIX. ylzyil Azerbaycan’inda toplumun egitim seviyesini
belirleyen buyuk 6l¢ude, bilimsel cerceveden oldukca uzak olan geleneksel medrese tipi
egitimi alabilen erkekler belirlemektedir. Kadinlar igin, bu ylzyilin sonlarindan itibaren modern
dinyaya ayak uydurmaya calisan entelektlellerin mucadelesi dikkat ¢cekmis ve karsilik
bulmustur.

Haci Zeynelabidin Tagiyev Kimdir?

Haci Zeynelabidin Tagiyev’in hayatini bilmek, onun anlaml bir bltunlUn parcgasi
oldugunu gérmek adina son derece kiymetlidir. Tagiyev’in Rusya Turkleri adina yaptig
hizmetleri bir temele oturtabilmenin ilk sarti, ancak onun nasil bir yasam yolculugundan
gectigini bilmekle mumkunddr. Bu bilingle, Tagiyev’in yaptiklarinin arkasinda nasil bir akil
oldugunu da gormek mumkin olacaktir. S6z gelimi; bir milyoner belki de kendi hayatini
tehlikeye atabilecek girisimleri Rusya Turkleri i¢cin neden goze almistir? Neden hem kendi
ntfuzunu hem de kendi sermayesini kullanarak buyuk bir 6zveri igcinde, Azerbaycan halkinin
gelecegiicin ugras vermistir? Bu boliumde 6zellikle bu sorulara cevap aranacaktir.

Tagiyev’in dogum tarihi net bilinmemekle birlikte iki ihtimal Uzerinde durulmaktadir.
Bunlardan birincisi 1823, diger ihtimal ve agirlikli olarak kabul goren tarih ise 1838 yilinda
dogdugudur. HaciZeynel Abidin Tagiyev, ailesine destek olabilmekigin kliclik yaslardan itibaren
insaatlarda calismaya baslamis, tas oymaciligl alaninda da kendisini gelistirmistir (Tahirzade
vd.). Babasi mutevazi bir ayakkabi tamircisi olan Tagiyev’in annesi ise, o henliz 10 yasindayken
olmustur (Memmedova vd., ty.). Bu sirada babasi ikinci kere evlenmis, yeni esinden Tagiyev’in
bes kiz kardesi olmustur. 15-18 yaslarindayken bir yandan marangozluk 6grenmis, bir yandan
da insaatlarda calismistir. Caliskan, akilli bir cocuk olmasi onun etrafi tarafinda girdigi her
ortamda sevilmesine sebep olmustur (Stileymanov, 1996). Klicuk yaslardan itibaren galismaya
baslamasi, cok yonlu ticari zekasinin gelismesine de katki saglamistir. Tagiyev’in basindan iki
evlilik gecmis, ilki Zeynep, digeri Sona hanimladir. Bu iki evlilikten toplamda sekiz ¢cocuk sahibi
olmustur (Memmedova vd., t.y.).

Tagiyev, 1860’larda calisma hayati boyunca elde ettigi kazanciyla ticaret yapmaya
baslamistir. 1872°de kiraladigl bir araziden tesadufi olarak petrol ¢ikmasiyla, donemin petrol
sirketi sahibi zenginlerinden biri olmustur (Memmedovavd., t.y.). Sunu hemen sdylemek gerekir
ki, tam da bu yillar Azerbaycan’in milletlerarasi arenada zengin petrol rezervleri sebebiyle
jeoekonomi alaninda on siralara tasindigi 1870-1883 (Devlet, 2014) yillarini kapsamaktadir.
Dolayisiyla ekonomi, sanayi, demiryolu gibi cok yonlu sebeplerden oturl bolgedeki Azerbaycan
Tarkleri maddi-manevi glclenmeye basglamislardir. Tagiyev tUm bu surecin ve de kendi
yeteneklerinin sayesinde ¢ok biiyiik bir servetin sahibi olmustur. Oyle ki bu servetin icinde; iki
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petrol gemisi, Nijni Novgorod’da neft Ureten fabrikalar, bunlarin yani sira alti gemi, demiryolu
vagonlarindan olusan bir filo da bulunmaktadir (Valixanli vd.). XIX. yuzyilin sonlarina dogru
Tagiyev’in oOnerisi ile birlikte donemin petrol tagiyan gemi sahipleri bir araya gelerek Kur-Hazar
(Kr-Xazar) denizcilik ve hissedarlar birligini kurmuslardir. Bu toplulugu kurmalarindaki sebep,
kargo ve yolcu tasimaciligini gelistirmektir. Projeye gore bu gemiler Hazar denizi, Volga Nehri,
Kura nehrindeki limanlardan gegecektir (Sileymanov, 1996).

Tagiyev’in hemen hemen butun faaliyetleri icin de pek ¢ok gazeteye reklam verdigi
gorulmektedir. Bu reklamlar Tagiyev’in sadece egitimde degil, dahil oldugu her alanda titizlikle
calistigini, hicbir masraftan kaginmadigini ve de hem kendisi hem de milleti adina en iyisini
istedigini, modern imkénlardan faydalandigini ve bu imkénlar halka sundugu hizmetlerle de
sergiledigini gérmemiz acisindan son derece kiymetlidir. Ornegin; kendisi nakliye isiyle
ugrasirken, gazeteye ilan vermistir. Bu ilandan anlasilmaktadir ki, sefer sirasinda yolcular icin
“.. ayri tek ve cift Kabinler, bufe, elektrikli aydinlatma, buharli isitma, tibbi bakim saglayacak
doktor vb. gibi tim olanaklar bulunmaktadir” (Kaspiy, Voskresenve14-go abgusta 1905/No:160/
Kaspiy, 14 Agustos Pazar 1905/Sayi:160). 1887 yilinda bes yatirrmciyla kurdugu sirketle yol ve
tim maaliyeti kendisinin karsiladigl bir itfaiye istasyonu da yaptirmistir. 1895 yilinda
Merdakan’da bahg¢ivanlik okulu kurmus, bu sayede bahcecilik, agac-cgicek-sebze ekim dikim
gibi alanlarda uzmanlasma saglanmig, bdlgede c¢ok fazla agaclandirma yapilabilmistir
(Suleymanov, 1996). Ayrica Baki’nun sehir planlamasinda da dnemli katkilari bulunmaktadir
(Memmedova vd., ty.).

1896 yilina gelindiginde H.Z.A. Tagiyev’in girketlerinin petrol Uretimi 500.000 tonu
asmistir. Ancak kendisi 1897°de petrol sirketinin énemli bir kismini ingilizlere satmistir
(Tahirzade vd.). Tagiyev, Balikgilik alaninda da ¢ok genis bir ticaret agina sahip olmustur. Oyle
ki; Kura ve Hazar denizi kiyilari onun isletmesi altina girmigtir. Bolgeye telefon hatlari gekilmesi,
su hatlarinin désenmesi gibi meselelerde 6nculuk etmistir (Memmedova vd., t.y.). Moskova’nin
merkezinde dort katli son derece luks bir binaya da sahip olmustur (Stuleymanov, 1996).

1901 yiinda Tagiyev, bu sefer tekstil sektorine el atarak, buyuk bir tekstil tesisi
kurmustur. Bu fabrikaya hammadde olarak pamuk saglayabilmek icin Yevlah bolgesinde arazi
satin almistir. Tagiyev kisa bir stre sonra da 19. yuzyilin getirdigi Azerbaycan’daki ihtiyaclar
dogrultusunda gida, iletisim, gayrimenkul gibi cesitli sektorlere de el atmistir. Kendisi ttim bu
ticari faaliyetlerinin haricinde, Azerbaycan icin 6nemli bir siyasi figur de olmustur. Bu slrecte
bircok kez Baklii Duma’sina secilmis, dolayisiyla Azerbaycan’in geleceginde 6nemli bir rol
oynamistir (Tahirzades vd.). Tagiyev, dinyanin gittigi yonu takip etmis, Azerbaycan halkinin da
entelektiel bakis acisiyla bu yolda yurUmesi igin gereken mucadeleyi vermekten
kacinmamistir. Ornegin; Azerbaycan tarihinde 6nemli yeri bulunan, bir diger aydin Alimerdan
Topcgubasi® ve donemin diger entelektlelleriyle hazirladiklan dilekgeyle Mislimanlara dinf,
siyasi, egitim gibi pek cok alanda esitsizliklerin ortadan kaldirilmasi icin Carlik Rusya’sindan
talepte bulunmuslardir (Tahirzade vd.). Boylece Tagiyev, Carlik Rusya’sinin iktisadi anlamda da
acimasiz bir sekilde devam eden somiurgeci zihniyetine ket vurdugu bilinen ilk sanayici
olmustur (Memmedova vd., t.y.).

Tagiyev, hayir islerine oldukca fazla para harcamistir. Kiz okuluna desteklerinin yaninda,
pek cok 68renciyi Rusya ve Avrupa’ya gondermis, egitim masraflarini bizzat karsilamistir. Ancak
Tagiyev’in yaptiklari/yapmak istedikleri de tipki diger aydinlara yapildigi gibi, kadimciler
tarafindan engellenmeye galisilmistir. Bununla ilgili Seyid Azim Sirvani ’nin oglu Seyid Cafer

6 Alimerdan Topgubasi (1934, Dogum tarihi tartismalidir!) Petersburg Universitesinde Hukuk egitimi almistir. D6nemin
entelektlel aydinlarindandir. Ayrintil bilgi icin bknz. (Hasanli, 2013, ss. 16-34)
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sunlar soylemistir: “Haci Zeynelabdin Taghiyev babamin (Seyd Azim Sirvani”’nin elyazmasi)
Baku’deki ilk kulliyatint masraflari kendisine ait olmak tzere basmak istedi. Ancak sansurculer
ve din adamlari bu calismayi engelledi. Tahran’a gonderip, tas yontemiyle bastirdi. Matbaasi
vardi. Hem Azerbaycan hem de Rus diliyle gazete ve dergiler basiyordu... (Sileymanov 1996,
s.11)” Goruldugu gibi kadimciler hemen her alanda yapilacak ufak bir gelismeyi dahi tepkiyle
karsilamaktaydi.

Tagiyev icin Azerbaycan’in ilerlemesi, gelisme gostermesi icin caba sarfetmek, her
seyden Once vatansever olmanin 6n kosulu idi. Bolgede yasayan Muslumanlar icin egitim,
dénemin en 6nemli sorunlarindan biri haline dénusmustu. Kendisinin egitim meselesi lizerine
ne kadar kafa yordugunu ise Tozs hayat (Yeni Hayat) gazetesinde kendi ifadelerinden kolaylikla
anlayabiliyoruz: “Halkimin egitime olan cok yonlu ihtiyacini gérerek, bu alanda yardimimi
esirgemedim. Kuguk ¢ocuklarin egitimi ve yetistirilmesi icin okullarin acilmasinin, buyuklerin
egitimive gelisimiicin ise kitap ve gazetelerin yayinlanmasinin geregini anlayarak, bu meseleleri
dikkate almistim ve alacagim da... Ben gercekten, halkin gelecekteki mutlulugunun, glicinin
ve gelisiminin egitime bagli oldugunu anladim (Tahirzads vd. ty., s.8).” Tagiyev, XIX. ylzyilin
sonlarina gelindiginde artik, basin faaliyetlerinin dinyada c¢cok onemli haberlesme araci
oldugunu idrak etmis durumdaydi. Bu meseleyi gok 6nemsedigini su sozleriyle de aciklamigstir;
“Ben basini halkin manevi, egitimsel ve ekonomik blylumenin gucli araglarindan biri olarak
goruyorum, bu nedenle gazetelere mali yardim saglamayi manevi borcum olarak gértyorum
(Tahirzada vd. t.y., s.10).” Bu sozlerini destekler bicimde 1895 yilinda Kaspi, 1905 yilinda Hayat,
1906’da ise Fuyuzat gazetelerini satin almigtir (Tahirzads vd. ty., s. 10). Kaspi gazetesinin
editord Alimerdan Topgubasi, onun Azerbaycan entelektlel hayatina katkilarini su sozlerle
ifade etmistir: “Egitimin sadik bir destekgisi olan H.Z.A. Tagiyev, egitim konularinda kendisiyle
temasa gecgen herkesi sasirtiyor. Bu egitimsiz kisinin dogustan gelen zihni, egitimin blyuk
gucune inang ve guven enerjisiyle doludur. Cagdas bir entelektielin dilinden duyulabilecek
dusunceleri soylerken, egitimin ihtiya¢ ve gereksinimlerine ¢ok fazla zaman harcayan Haci
Zeynel Abdin Tagiyev, okulu bu kadar ¢cok sevmesiyle muhatabini sasirtiyor (Cabbarov 2011,
s.203).”

Azerbaycan’in kulturel gelisimine katkisi oldukgca fazla olan Tagiyev, 1883 yilinda
Azerbaycan icgin bilinen ilk tiyatro binasini yaptirmis ve de maaliyetini kendi karsilamigtir
(Tahirzads vd., ty.) Ancak bu tiyatrolara kadinlarin girmesine izin verilmediginden 1906 yilinda
Musliman kadinlara 6zel localar yapilmaya baslanmistir (Stleymanov, 1996). Tagiyev’in
hayatinda dnemli olan iki ana unsur net bir sekilde anlasilmaktadir. “Bunlardan birincisi
halkinin ekonomik olarak gucli olmasi, digeri ise mutlak surette egitim seviyesinin
yukseltilmesiydi” (Memmedova vd. ty, s. 7).

Azerbaycan’in SSCB’ye dahil olmasiyla birlikte SSCB, Tagiyev’in 30 milyon manata
(rubleye) yaklasan butlin mal varligina el koymustur (Memmedova vd.). Tagiyev’'in Baku-
Mardakan’da yasamasina izin verilmis, 1 Eylul 1924 tarihinde ise vefat etmistir (Tahirzada vd.).
Olim ilaninin yer aldig Bakii iscileri isimli gazetede 6lim sebebi olarak kanser hastalig
gosterilmistir (Bagirov vd.,1993).

Tagiyev’in yasamindan anlasilan o ki; kendisi egitim gormemis olmasina ragmen,
entelektlel disinme becerisiyle Azerbaycan’in ¢cok yonlu gelisimiicin gaba harcamistir. Sahsi
zenginliginin, kendisine kazandirdigl her turli avantaji Azerbaycan lehine kullanmaktan
cekinmeyen, yetenekli, yaratici, ilkeli ve 6ngorulu bir durus sergilemistir. Onun egitimsiz oldugu

7 Seyid Azim Sirvani (1835-1888): Azerbaycan sairi, egitimci. Kafkasya’da tarih, cografya, fizik, matematik gibi dersleri
Musliman mekteplerine sokan ilk 6gretmenlerden biridir. (Akpinar 2009, ss. 50-51)
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halde, egitime olan bu destegi ve katkisi da onu digerlerinden ayiran en 6nemli unsurlardan
biridir.
Haci Zeynelabidin Tagiyev’in Kiz Mektebi (1901-1918)

22 Mart 1896 tarihinde Bakul Vilayeti ve Dagistan Vilayeti Devlet Okullart muduari ve
mufettisi (ismi belirtilmemistir), kurulmasi dusunudlen kiz okulunu finanse etmesi teklifiyle
Tagiyev’e ulasmistir. Musliuman kizlarina yonelik el sanatlari, ev ekonomisi derslerinin verildigi
1 veya 2 siniflik bir okul agma isteginde olduklar belirtilmistir (GIAAR.F.309, ON., D. 779, L.6-
6(OB.) /no:354 akt. A.M.A.i.2020:14). Tagiyev, aydinlar arasinda énemle lizerinde durulan bu
mesele icin, durumu degerlendirip, 24 Nisan 1896’da Kafkas Egitim Dairesi baskani
K.PYanovski’ye kiz okulu agmak istedigini, fakat sartlari oldugunu belirten bir mektup yazmistir.
Tagiyev mektubunda, asagida maddeler halinde belirttigim sartlarin yaninda, okulu ancak kendi
tasarladigl sekilde, butlin hizmet ve ekipmanlarla donatilmis, ana dil egitiminin de verilmesi
durumunda destekleyebilecegini soylemistir. Sartlarinin onaylanmasi halinde 125.000 rubleyi
belediyeye nakledecegini de taahhut emistir (Cabbarov, 2011). Tagiyev’in sartlarina iliskin
mektubunu onaylayan cevap 8 Nisan 1897 tarihinde gelmistir (GIAAR.F.309, OP.1, D.780, L.46-
46(0OB.) akt. A.M.A.12020:25). Tagiyev Car’in esi, Aleksandra Fyodorovna’ya yeni agilacak okula
onun adinin verilmesi meselesiyle ilgili kendisi mUracaat etmemis ancak; Yanovski’ye yazdigi
mektupta bunu dile getirmigtir (Cabbarov, 2011). Tagiyev masraflarini kargilamayi taahhut ettigi
bu okul i¢in kogullarini dile getirirken, bolgede yasayan Azerbaycanli kizlarin menfaatlerini 6n
planda tutmustur. Buna goére Tagiyev’in yapimini desteklemek i¢in Yanovski’ye sundugu
maddeler sunlardir:

1- Kiz okulu, Kafkas Egitimi Bolgesinin tek sinifli okullar tipinde olmali ve Musliman
ailenin ihtiyaclarina uygun el sanatlari ve ev igleri egitimi icin ek bir bolum
bulunmalidir.

2- Okulda en az 20 Tatar 6gretmenin kalabilecegi bir pansiyon bulunmalidir; fazladan
yatili 68renciler de kabul edilebilir; bunlar da yoksullara Ucretsiz olarak verilir.

3- Okulun butun 6grencileri ve galisanlari Musluman olmalidir.

4- Okulun fahri mutevellisi, okulun kurucusu H.Z.ATagiyev’dir. Ve onun vefatindan
sonra en buyuk oglu bu hakki kullanir. Kidem sirasina gore bu hak miras yoluyla
torunlarina geger.

5- Miutevelli heyeti su kisilerden olusur: Okulun Fahri Mitevelli Heyeti(madde4); Baku
Belediye Baskani, il Kaymakami, Bakii Vilayeti Devlet Okullari Midurl, Baki
Mariinsky Kiz Lisesi Mudurtu ve Baku Sehir Dumasi tarafindan secilen Ug fahri
Musliman.

6- Mitevelli heyeti, misafir 6grenciler ve kendi kendine yeten pansiyonerlerin gecimini
saglamak icin o6denecek 0grenim Ucretlerini belirler ve okulun genisletilmesi,
buyutlilmesi ve iyilestirmesiyle ilgilenir; calisanlara ve yoksul 68rencilere giyim ve
egitim malzemeleri konusunda yardim saglar.

7- Okul ve yatili okulun giderleri, Zeynel Abidin Tagiyev’in koydugu sermayeden gelen
faiz, gonulli bagislar, tahsis edildigi takdirde Baki sehrinin verdigi 6denek ve
konserlerden, gecelerden vb. elde edilen paralarla karsilanacaktir. (GIAAR.F.309,
op.1, B.780, L.46-46(0B.) akt. A.M.A.i 2020, ss.25-26).

Yanovski’nin mektubu onaylamasina ragmen, okulun resmen acilmasi birkag yil
ertelenmistir. Tagiyev, kendi yazdigi bir mektupta bu okullarin Azerbaycan Turkleri agisindan
onemini soyle dile getirmistir: “... MUsliman aile hayatini ve onun tum eksikliklerini ¢ok iyi
biliyorum. Musluman bir kadini, igcinde bulundugu kapali, fanatik hayattan kademeli olarak
uzaklastirmanin tek yolu vardir: okul ve yine okul. Ancak bu okulu dyle bir ustalikla kurmak
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lazimdir ki, Muslimanlar hicbir yabanci fikir olmadan ona ilgi duysunlar ve kizlarini glivenerek
oraya gondersinler (Cabbarov, 2011, s. 205).”

Arastirmalar gosteriyor ki; Baku i¢cin bir Musliman kiz okulu kurma teklifi, Bakl Vilayeti
ve Dagistan Vilayeti Devlet Okullari mudurld ve mufettisi tarafindan resmi olarak Tagiyev’e
yapilmis gibi goziukse de bu proje icerigi bakimindan Tagiyev’in olusturmaya calistig
mufredattan oldukga uzaktir. Eger bu proje, Tagiyev tarafindan oldugu gibi kabul edilseydi,
siradan bir Carlik Rusya’si okulu olmaktan ziyade, el sanatlari, ev ekonomisi gibi beceriler
uzerinden, bilimsel, ana dil mufredatindan uzak 2 yillk kurs programi seklinde egitim
verilecekti. Ayrica okulla ilgili her turll mesele igin Petersburg’dan izin almak gerekecekti. Bu
yuzden Tagiyev, okulun Baku-Dagistan Halk Mektepleri Mudurligu’ne baglanmasini uygun
gormus, oyle de olmustur (Cabbarov, 2011). Okulla ilgili her turlu bilgi bu muduarlukte kayit
altina ainmistir. Ornegin; 1912 yilinda Mina Aslanova isimli bir 6gretmenin dini egitim vermek
Uzere derslere girmesi, okul komisyonu (Mutevelli heyeti) tarafindan kararlastinlmistir.
Ardindan Baku Dagistan Halk mekteplerine bir dilekge yazilarak, Mina Aslanova ile ilgili su
bilgilere yer verilmistir; “Mina Hanim Aslanova, milliyete gore bir Tatar, MUsliman-Sii dinine
mensup, 16 yasinda bir kiz. 1912’de Bakl Rus-Musliman Kadinlar Aleksandrinsky Okulunda
egitimini tamamladi. Spasskaya caddesindeki 103 numarali evde yasiyor (A.M.A.I. /Gora 2-
go/NO:13 -4 Yanvarya, 1913).” Goruldugu gibi her turlu bilgiyle ilgili ayrintili kayit tutulmustur.

Baku Vilayeti Devlet Okullari muduara A.S. Thorzhevsky 18 Temmuz 1898 tarihinde,
Kafkas Egitim Bolgesi Mutevelli Heyetine, Tagiyev’in sartlarini ve okul binasinin insasini
onaylayan mektubu géndermistir (GIAAR.F.309, PO.1, D. 780, L.50-50(0OB.) PODLINNIK. No:6
akt. A.M.A.i 2020:32-33). Boylece insaata baslanmis, Tagiyev’in toplam bagisi 308,5 bin rubleyi
bulmustur. Yeni olusturulan bu kurumun yonetici islerinden sorumlu Tagiyev’e bagli Uyeler
sec¢ilmis, bunlarin arasinda, Hasanbey Melikzade Zerdabi, Faruk Bey Vezirov, Alimerdan
Topgubasi ve esi Sona Hanim da bulunmaktadir (Cabbarov, 2011).

Okulun binasi 864m®lik alani kapsamaktadir (Stileymanov, 1996). ilk acildiginda, 58 kiz
O0grenciden 35’i fakir ailelerin kizlarindan segilmistir (Memmedova vd., ty.). Okulda okutulacak
kiz 6grencilerin yasi ise 8-11 arasinda degismistir (Gancali vd., 2018). Kontenjan olmamasina
ragmen Tagiyev’in Onerisiyle ek kontenjan olusturulup 13 kiz 6grenci daha Ucretsiz
okutulmustur. Boylece, zamanla Ucretsiz egitim gorenlerin sayisi, kendi imkanlariyla egitim
goren 6grenci sayisini gecmistir. Tagiyev basta olmak tizere mutevelli heyeti, egitimin donemin
sartlarina uygun olmasi i¢in her turll gayreti gostermis, her konu lUzerinde planli bir sekilde
ilerlemeye calismislardir. Ogrenciler icin dersler sabah 08:30°da baslamistir. Burada disiplin
son derece ciddiye alinmisg, dersler 1.2. siniflar icin 13:20’de 3. ve 4. siniflar icin 14:20°de
bitmistir (Cabbarov, 2011). Mektepte okutulacak derslerin stresi 50 dakika olarak belirlenmis,
5 ayr oturumdan olusmustur (Genceli vd., 2018). Kahvalti 3. dersin sonunda 11.20 gibi
verilmigstir. Aksam 19:00 civari cay saati olarak belirlenmis, 21:30°a kadar tim 6grencilerin
uyumus olmasi kurali getirilmistir. Mektepte egitim Cumartesi baslayip, Persembe giinti son
bulmus ve okulda izin glinleri Cuma gunu olarak belirlenmistir. Tagiyev, bu okulda egitim
verecek kadinlarin segimine ayri 6zen gostermistir. Calisacak 6gretmenlerin, Azerbaycan dilini
ve islam kurallarini 6gretebilme kabiliyetini bir sinavla tespit ettikten sonra goreve almistir.
Boylece ilk kadrosu, Hanife Melikova Zerdabi, Meryem Sulkevig, Mehmet Emin Efendi’nin kizi
Asma Hanim, Sakine Ahundova’dan olusmustur. 7 EkKim 1901 tarihinde, okulun ac¢ilis merasimi
diizenlenmistir. Okulun 6grenci kiitiiphanesi yaklasik 852 kitaptan olusmustur. islam hukuku,
tarih, edebiyat, matematik, doga bilimleri, hat sanati, resim, muzik gibi pek ¢cok alana ait
toplamda 590’in Uzerinde de egitim materyali bulundugu disunulmektedir. Tagiyev, okulda her
tarld ayrintiya itina gostermistir. Derslerin iceriginden, binada bulunacak her turli materyal
onun icin ayri bir dikkat konusu olmustur. Okulun iginde 6zel doktor bile bulundurulmus, tim
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bu meselelerde ona en cok yardim eden kisilerden biri Zerdabi olmustur. 1913 yilinda kiz
mektebinde, Tagiyev’in talebi dogrultusunda iki yillk pedagoji egitimi verilmesi Onerisinde
bulunulmustur. Clnku; burada 6gretmenlik yapacak Kkisilerin pedagoji egitimine ihtiyaci
dogmustur. Cok gecmeden bu 6neri kabul edilmis, ancak pedagoji kursu 1915 yilinda faaliyete
gecebilmigtir. 1916 yilina gelindiginde okulun statusu ilkokullarla esitlenmis, yasanan
gelismelerle bu tarz okullar dort yillk ortadgretim asamasini temsil etmeye baslayinca da
buraya girebilmek icin dnce ilkokulu bitirme sarti getirilmistir (Cabbarov, 2011).

Tagiyev’in kiz mektebinin kurulmasindan sonra “1901°’de Erivan’da, 1902’de Gence’de,
1907°de Nuha’da(Seki) ve Agdas’ta birer tane acgilmis, 1909 yilinda ise Baku’de u¢ “Rus-Tatar”
sehir okulu acilmistir. Lenkeran’daki ilk kiz okulunun kurucusu Azerbaycan’in ilk kadin
egitimcilerinden olan Meryem Hanim Bayramalibekova’dir” (Muradova, 2007, s. 12). 1906
yiinda Meryem Hanim, Tagiyev’in kiz mektebine kayit yaptirmis, mezun olduktan sonra Nina
Mektebine girmis ve 1917 yilinda buradan madalya alarak mezun olmustur. Sonrasinda
egitimine Moskova’da Tip egitimi alarak devam etmistir. Yasanan siyasi gelismeler sonucunda
egitimini yanda birakip Lenkeran’a donmus ve burada kizlar icin bir okul agmistir. Kendi
déneminde Lenkeran’da bilinen tek kadin 6gretmen olmustur (Muradova, 2007).

1917°de Haci Zeynelabidin Tagiyev’in kiz mekteplerine olan destegi, hayatini anlatan bir
brostrde su sekilde kargsimiza ¢ikmaktadir: “.. misluman kizlara mahsus bir okul yaptirdi.
Kizlar burada Turk ve Rus dillerinde okuma-yazma, ev isleri, dikis, nakis vesaire 6greniyorlardi.
Ogrenim miiddeti 4 yilidi. Okulun yilda 800 ruble tutan masrafi da Haci Zeynelabidin tarafindan
odeniyordu... Bak(’da agilan yeni bir kiz okuluna 1000 ruble... bagista bulundu” (Hablemitoglu
& Hablemitoglu 1998, s.76). Tagiyev’in egitime verdigi destek ve deger, onun yapacaklarinin
teminati olmustur.

XX. yuzyilin baglarinda dlinyada yagsanan gelismeler gidaya erisimde zorluklarin olmasi,
diger sehirlerden gelen 6grencilerin ulasimda sikintilar yagamasi gibi sebepler, yatili olan bu
okullarin gidisatini da derinden etkilemistir. Gunluk egitimin suresinde giris ¢ikislarda
aksiliklerin yasanmasi, yabanci 6gretmenlerin sayisindaki azalma ve bu yuzden yetersiz
kalmalari, yatili olan bu okulun pansiyon kisminin Eylil 1917 tarihinde kapatilmasina ve
akabinde de derslere gelis gidis yapabilecek 6grencilerin egitimlerine devam etmesi karari
alinmistir. 1918 yilina gelindiginde okul tamamen faaliyetlerini sonlandirmak zorunda kalmistir.
Binanin bir kismi giiniimiizde Azerbaycan Milli ilimler Akademisinin M. Fuzuli El Yazmalari
Enstitlsu olarak kullanilmakta, bir kismi ise Hiiseyin Cavid’in muize evi olarak sergilenmektedir
(Cabbarov, 2011).

Sonug

Azerbaycan Turkleri XIX. yuzyilin ikinci yarnsinda yenilesmeyi destekleyen pek ¢ok
entelektuel yetistirmistir. Bu aydinlar, 6zellikle XIX. ylzyil Azerbaycan’inda kadinlarin egitim
durumu, cehalet ve yoksulluk sarmali arasinda sikismisken, onlara tG¢luncu bir yol agmislardir.
Sartlar goz 6nline alindiginda gortlmektedir ki, yeni bir olusum, fikri oldugu kadar, maddi de bir
meseledir. Tam da boyle bir ortam, Tagiyev gibi donemin zenginlerini Rusya Turkleri igin stratejik
bir pozisyona yerlestirmistir. Ozellikle Tagyev’in yasami bize gostermektedir ki, dahil oldugu
hicbir alanda bastan savma, eski tip uygulamalara bagiml bir profil olusturmamaktadir.
Tagiyev’in genel prensiplerinin farkinda olan sadece Rusya Turkleri degil, bolgenin Carlik
Rusya’sina bagli devlet organlari da ayni disuncededir. Tagiyev’'in blylk engellemelerle
karsilasmamasinin en blyuk sebebi, onun gibi gucli bir finansérin maddi etkisinden
cekinmeleri olmustur. Ancak tipki cedidci entelektueller gibi o da kadimci zihniyetten payina
duseni almis, zaman zaman engellemelerle kargilagsmistir. Kadimcilerin yenilesmenin énltine
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koyduklari her bir engelse, Carlik Rusya’sinin 6rmek istedigi duvara bir tugla daha tasimaktan
baska bir ise yaramamistir.

Goruldugu gibi XIX. yuzyilin ilk ceyregi Azerbaycan kadininin egitimi acisindan pek parlak
degildir. Ancak Carlik Rusya’sinda yasayan Turk entelektuellerin ileri gorusliuligl sayesinde, bu
yuzyilin ortalarindan itibaren egitim ve kadin meseleleri derinlemesine tartisilmistir. Kadin ve
egitim meselesini dnceleme konusunda uzlasilmistir. Bolgedeki cedidci aydinlar, kadinlarin
egitim alanindaki tahribatlarini gidermeye yonelik adimlar atmislardir. Rus okullari ve eski tip
medrese arasinda baska secenegi olmayan, bunlardan da yararlanma haklar sinirli olan
Azerbaycan kadinlarina, bir secenek daha ekleyerek yeni bir yol agilmasini saglamiglardir. Tam
da boyle bir surecgte, Carlik Rusya’sina bagli devlet kurumundan gelen Musliuman kizlar igin
mutevazi bir okul agma fikrini, Rusya Turklerinin egitim alanindaki calismalarinin izleriyle, kendi
milleti adina avantaja ¢eviren Haci Zeynelabidin Tagiyev’in ticari zekasinin getirdigi ongortsu
devreye girmistir. Bu girisimin Tagiyev’e yapilmasi onun egitime verdigi 6nemin bir neticesidir.
Ancak, ilk bakista iyi niyetli gibi gérlen bu teklif, Azerbaycan kadiniigcin onu bilime sevk edecek,
egitimini destekleyecek, herhangi bir ayrimciliktan kurtaracak ve/veya kendi tarihsel kimligiyle
kucaklastirabilecek nitelikleri tagimamaktadir. Tagiyev’in, Azerbaycan kadini ve entelekttelleri
adina, sartlarini kabul ettirerek agirigini hissettirmis olmasi, onun sahsi Gstunligunu tarihsel
arena da kanitlar niteliktedir.

Ote Yandan egitimin nitelik bakimindan geleneksel gizgisinin korundugu, bu geleneksel
egitim modelinden sadece erkeklerin yararlanabildigi XIX. ylzyil Azerbaycan egitim hayati, ayni
yuzyilin sonlarina dogru tarih, cografya, matematik gibi temel bilimleri icine alan ve artik
kadinlarin da egitim alabildigi bir déneme evrilmistir. Tagiyev’in kiz mektebi, dénemin
kosullarinda modern gizgide Azerbaycan kadiniyaratmak igin egitim anlaminda her tirlt imkani
saglamistir. Rusya Turklerinin, egitim alanindaki sistemli galismalarinin izlerini avantaja ¢eviren
Tagiyev, Azerbaycan kadininin kendi tahayyulindeki pozisyonunu somutlastirabilmistir.
Mektebin talihsizligi kisa dmurlu olmasidir. Ancak buna ragmen, mektep hem yapi bakimindan
hem de verilen egitimin kalitesini ortaya koymak bakimindan dnemlidir. Tagiyev ve dénemin
cedidci aydinlan tim yaptiklari ve yapmak istedikleriyle cagdasi ve devamindaki kadinlarin
egitim yasami icin bir umut sig olmuslardir.
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