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The Significance of Practical Narration in the Tabi‘tin Era

Keywords: Abstract
Hadith This study explores a distinct and overlooked mode of knowledge transfer: practical narration,
Narration with a specific focus on the Tabi‘un period. It challenges the dominant scholarly emphasis on oral

Practical Narration
Sunnah
Tabi‘ln

and written forms by offering a new perspective on the role of practical narration in the Islamic
tradition. It begins by framing narration as a fundamental human need, manifested through
oral, written, and practical modes. Each of these modes plays a vital role in the transmission of
knowledge across cultures and faiths. It shows all three modes of narration, including practical,
were valued for transmission of knowledge in early Islam. The Study provides a range of examples
that demonstrate how the Tabin received, preserved, conveyed, documented and used it as
evidence in legal matters, and how they gave it priority when it conflicted with other modes of
narration. In some cases, they maintained its practical nature, while in others, they transformed
it into oral or written modes. The paper concludes by calling for a more inclusive understanding
of narration in Islamic scholarship. It urges study of how practical narration is verified and how
its standards match or differ from oral narration.
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Extended Abstract

This study aims to uncover a neglected aspect of the history of hadith transmission; an
important mode of riwdya: al-riwaya al-‘amaliyya or practical narration. This mode has not received
sufficient attention compared to oral and written modes of narration in studies on the history of
hadith. This necessitates a deep dive into this topic, particularly, after observing the omission of this
mode of transmission in most studies, and their failure to engage with it as part of the general

framework of transmitting reports.

It introduces a general framework for the concept of riwayah, however, not by considering
it a phenomenon restricted to Islam and its texts, rather by considering it a basic human need, an
intellectual necessity that all human civilizations have recognized in their attempt to preserve
memory past. It also attempts to elucidate how this concept comprises all three modes of narration:
oral, written and practical; considering each a means of narration that fulfills this purpose; along with
the study emphasizing that Islam from its very inception took a positive stance towards the varying
modes of narration, actually encouraging and inciting such, and this includes practical narration
being a mode of transmission, focusing on practical narration in the era of the Tabi’tin, questioning
the scope of its application in scholarly circles in this early period. It strives with an in-depth study
of a plethora of examples, to establish its presence in that period as a continuation from the previous

era, that of the companions.

It also seeks to explain different techniques taken by the Tabi'tin in bearing practical
narration from those before them and transmitting it to those after them, in discovering whether this
mode of narration persevered the test of time or it transformed into the oral and written modes of
narration as a result of methodological and historical developments, as well as the most prominent
manifestations from the Tabi'Gn of their attention given to this mode of narration and their role in
its development, which can most prominently be observed in the importance they gave to its
documentation, utilizing it as a form of evidence, and giving precedence to it on a number of occasions

over the mode of oral narration and their sufficing with it as an alternative for isnad.

To achieve its aims, the study adopts an inductive methodology. It does so by analyzing
examples, researching cases in which apparently the presence of practical narration is found, while
remaining far from examples that hold a multitude of explanations or are not sufficiently explicit in
proving the point. It uses an analytical approach, examining examples to establish the concept of
practical narration, and explains its comprehensives, elucidates its importance or focuses on the

attention given to it.
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The study concludes that practical narration was present in the era of the Tabi'tin as it was
in the era prior, even though its imprint began to change slowly with the passing of time as it began
to shift towards oral and written modes. This occurred due to the difficulty of narration through
practice and the difficulty in regulating and protecting it with the passage of time and the length of
the isnad. This incremental shift that occurred in the circles of the scholars of Hadith is a matter that
has its own historical context and academic reasons, but this does not mean that practical narration
began to wither away in all schools or circles, as practical narration maintained its role in the juristic
schools, in particular the Medinan school, seen in Malik b. Anas’s reliance on Medina’s praxis, and the

Kifan school, seen in Imam Ab{ Hanifa’s reliance on inherited praxis in Kifa.

It is appropriate that a distinction is made between the topic of this study being practical
narration as a means of transmission, and between the topic studied in Usil al-figh being the praxis of
the people of Medina or inherited practice being considered a valid legal proof, albeit, this study does
differentiate between them while emphasizing that the study of practice here is only from the

perspective of it being a means of narration and not delving into it being a valid evidence in law.

The study concludes with the necessity of dealing with riwdya in its broadest sense that
incorporates practical narration, especially in the early period, and ignites a call to reconsider the
significance of practical narration which played a major role is the formation of the academic sphere
of the Islamic intellectual tradition. As well as a call towards distinguishing that which should be
understood from the Tabi'lin as practical narration, from that which should be counted as actions
that are their own and not inherited, additionally indicating for the need of separate studies to be
conducted in regards to the standards set for authenticating practical narration and comparing it

with standards of oral transmission and the points of difference.

This study opens up new horizons for understanding riwaya in Islamic history, and opens
the path for creating an encompassing conceptualization, and it sets the ground for additional

research related to narration and its modes in the history of Islamic traditions.
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Genisletilmis Ozet

Bu ¢alisma, hadis tarihinin gizli kalmis bir yanina isik tutmay:1 ve rivayet tiirlerinden 6nemli
bir bi¢imini temsil eden “uygulamali hadis rivayeti’ni merkeze almay1 amaglamaktadir. Bu rivayet
tiiri, sozlii ve yazili rivayet tiirlerine kiyasla hadis tarihi alaninda kaleme alinan ¢agdas ¢alismalarda
yeterince ilgi gormemistir. Bu hususta yapilan ¢ogu calismanin bu rivayet tiiriinden hig
bahsetmemesi veya bunun rivayetlerin nakli ve tevsiki i¢in basvurulan yontemlerden biri oldugunu

ifade etmemesi konunun arastirilmasini gerekli kilmistur.

Arastirma, “rivayet” kavramini Islam dinine 6zgii ve dini metinlerle simirli bir olgu
olmaktan ziyade, insanlik kiiltiir ve tarihinde birgok farkli medeniyetin bilginin korunmasi ve sonraki
nesillere aktarilmasi i¢in bagvurdugu temel bir ihtiyag ve ilmi bir zorunluluk olarak ele almaktadir.
Bu baglamda, rivayet farkli amag ve gereksinimlere yanit veren sozlii, yazili ve uygulamal rivayet
tiirlerinin her birini kapsamaktadir. Calismada vurgulanan hususlardan biri de islam'in -basta vahiy
olmak iizere- bilgi aktarimindaki farkli tiirleri yalnizca kabul etmekle kalmayip ayni zamanda tesvik
etmesidir. Bu cercevede, dini bilgilerin aktariminda gegerli yontemlerden biri olmasina nazaran,

islam’in kabul ettigi rivayet tiirleri arasina uygulamal rivayetin de dahil oldugu belirtilmektedir.

Makale, Tabilin donemiyle sinirli olup s6z konusu dénemde uygulamali hadis rivayetinin
ilm{ sahadaki varligini arastirmaktadir. Bu dogrultuda ¢ok sayida drnek incelenmis ve uygulamali
rivayetin o donemde mevcut oldugu, hatta Sahabe dénemindeki varliginin bir devami niteliginde
gelistigi tespit edilmistir. Bununla birlikte Tabilin tabakasinin uygulamali rivayeti seleflerinden
tahammiil edip haleflerine eda ederken hangi tisluplara basvurduklar: da beyan edilmeye ¢alisilmistir.
Boylece bu rivayet tiiriiniin uygulamali olarak m1 devam ettigi yoksa dénemin tarihi ve metodolojik
degisimleri dolayisiyla sozlii veya yazili rivayet sekline mi doniistiigli agiga ¢ikarilmistir. Calismanin
bu donemle ilgili olarak ele aldig1 hususlardan biri de Tabi{in tabakasinin bu rivayet tiiriine verdigi
ehemmiyetin dikkat ¢ekici 6rnekleri ve bu tiirii gelistirmeye yonelik katkilardir. Bunlar 6zetle, Tabitin
tabakasiin uygulamali rivayet tiiriinti yaziya gecirmesi, bu tiirii delil olarak kullanmalari, zaman
zaman bu rivayet tiiriini sozIi rivayet tiiriine tercih etmeleri ve bunu alternatif bir yol olarak isnadin

yerine kullanmalari seklinde siralanabilir.

Bu ¢alismada, belirlenen hedeflere ulasmak amaciyla tiimevarim yontemi benimsenmistir.
Bu dogrultuda uygulamali rivayet tiiriiniin varligina isaret eden tiim 6rnekler incelenmeye calisilmis
ve bu tiirli tam olarak yansitmayan 6rnekler disarida tutulmustur. Veri analiz yontemi de bagvurulan
diger metotlardan biridir. Zira elde edilen bu O6rnekler yorumlanarak rivayet kavraminin
temellendirilmesi, genis bir manayi ihtiva edisi, uygulamali rivayetin énemi, bu rivayete gosterilen

ehemmiyetin hangi noktalarda olusu, bu tiiriin nasil gelisme kaydettigi gibi hususlar izah edilmistir.
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Calismanin ulastig1 en 6nemli sonug, uygulamali rivayet tiiriiniin sahabe déneminde oldugu
gibi Tabilin déneminde de varligini siirdiirmesi ancak bu dénemde bazi degisikliklere ugramis
olmasidir. Zira uygulamali rivayet, bu dénemde tedrici olarak sozlii veya yazili rivayet tiirlerine
evrilmeye baslamistir. Clinkii uygulamali rivayetin uygulamali olarak aktarimi, bunun zaptedilmesi
ve isnadin uzamasiyla birlikte uzun zamanlar boyunca rivayetin bu sekilde muhafaza edilmesi oldukca
zordur. Muhaddisler nezdinde gerceklesen bu kademeli doniisiim, dSnemin zamansal sartlarina ve
ilmi sebeplere bagl olarak sekillenmistir. Ancak bu durum, uygulamali rivayetin diger ilim
ekollerinde de varligini yitirdigi anlamina gelmez. Ozellikle fikih ekollerinde bu rivayet tiiriiniin
dnemli bir yeri vardir. Nitekim Medine ekoliinde bu acik¢a gériilmektedir. Zira imam Malik bir¢ok
meselede Medine Ehli'nin amelini tercih etmistir. Kiife ekoliinde de Eb( Hanife bircok meselede

tevariis eden amele itimat etmistir.

Sunu da belirtmek gerekir ki, bu calisma uygulamali rivayet tiiriinii rivayetlerin aktarim
araci olmasi yoOniiyle incelemistir. Fikih usuliinde ise bu tiir, fakihlerin de “Medine Ehlinin ameli”,
“amel-i miitevares” seklinde belirttigi tizere, ser'? delil olmasi agisindan ele alinmaktadir. Calismada

her iki yaklasim arasindaki iliskiye de deginilmistir.

Calismanin ulastig1 bir diger 6nemli sonug ise rivayet kavramina, 6zellikle ilk tabakalarda
yasanan uygulamali rivayeti de kapsayacak sekilde, icerdigi genis anlamlari g6z 6niinde bulundurarak
yaklagsmanin kacinilmaz oldugudur. Bu ¢alisma, Islam ilim mirasinin olusmasinda etkin rol oynayan
uygulamali rivayet tiirliniin tekrardan nazar-1 itibara alinmasini tavsiye etmektedir. Ayrica Tabi(in
amellerinden seleflerinden uygulamali rivayet yoluyla aldiklar: ile kendilerinin baslatmis olduklar
arasinda ayrim yapimast da ¢alismanin sundugu o6nerilerden biridir. Bunun yani sira makale,
uygulamali rivayet tiiriine yonelik tenkit ve giivenilirlik 6lciitlerinin daha kapsamli bigimde
arastirilmas: gerektigini vurgulamakta ve bu olgiitlerin sozlii rivayet tiiriinde kullanilanlarla ne
olglide ortiistiigii ya da hangi agilardan ayristigini ortaya koyacak miistakil ¢alismalara ihtiyag

oldugunu belirtmektedir.

Tiim bu hususlardan hareketle, makalenin islam Tarihinde rivayet hareketliligini anlama
hususunda yeni ufuklar agacagi ve “rivayet” kavraminin igerdigi genis muhtevasiyla tasavvur
edilmesine olanak saglayacagi beklenmektedir. Makalenin rivayet ve tiirleri ile alakali hadis tarihi

alaninda yapilan ¢alismalara zenginlik katacag da 6ngoriilmektedir.
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