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Aragtirma Makalesi

Yarim Asirhik Bir Egitim Kurumu: Edirne Egitim Enstitiisii

Ozet: Bu arastirmanin temel amaci, iilkemizde modern 6gretmen yetistirme sistemini tarihi
gelisim siireci icerisinde inceleyerek, 6gretmen yetistirme sisteminin geldigi nokta konusunda

Erhan Vatansever* bir degerlendirme yapmaktir. S6z konusu degerlendirmenin dogru bir sekilde yapilabilmesinin
“Trakya Universitesi, Sosyal Bilimler yol.lar.mdan bir tanesi 6gretmen yetistiren okull_arm. ipcelenmesidir. Egitim Enstitiileri 6gretmen
Egitimi Anabilim Dali, Edirne, Tiirkiye yetistirmek amaciyla kurulan ve giiniimiizdeki egitim fakiiltelerine temel olusturan 6gretmen
erhanvatansever@trakya.edu. tr okullaridir. Kurulduklar tarihten beri tilkemizin 6gretmen ihtiyacini karsilayan bu okullardan

bir tanesi 1969 yilinda kurulan ve kuruldugu tarihten itibaren bircok nitelikli dgretmen yetistiren
Edirne Egitim Enstitiisii’diir. Ulkemizde agilan on birinci egitim enstitiisii olan Edirne Egitim
Enstitiisii giiniimiizde Trakya Universitesi’ne bagl Egitim Fakiiltesi olarak egitim hayatina
devam etmektedir. Edirne Egitim Enstitiistinde ilk kuruldugu zaman Matematik, Fen ve Tabiat
bilgileri olmak ftizere iki alanda Ggretmen yetistirilmekteydi. Her gecen giin gelisen okulda
gliniimiizde 13 ayr alanda 6gretmen yetistirilmektedir. 1975 yilma kadar Enstitii biinyesinde
gece ve glindiiz egitimi verilmis, bu tarihte mektupla 6gretimde verilmeye baslanmigtir. 1978
yilma kadar Egitim Enstitiisii olarak isimlendirilen enstitii bu tarihte Tirkiye’deki diger
enstitiiler ile birlikte Yiiksek Ogretmen Okulu ismini almus ve ii¢ y1l olan egitim siiresi dort yila
cikarilmigtir. ki y1l boyunca Yiiksek Ogretmen Okulu olarak egitim hayatina devam eden
enstitii, 1981-1982 6gretim yilinda ¢ikarilan 41 sayili kanun Hilkmiinde Kararname ile Trakya
Universitesi’ne baglanarak “Edirne Egitim Yiiksekokulu” admn1 almis, egitim siireside iki yila
disiirtilmusgtiir. 1992 yilinda ise ismi Egitim Fakiiltesi olarak tekrar degistirilmis ve egitim
Gelis tarihi:30.06.2025 stiresi tekrar dort yila ¢ikarilmustir. Okuldaki degisiklik sadece isim degisikligi ile kalmamis
Kabul tarihi:18.07.2025 ayn1 zamanda mevcut boliimler kapatilmis ve yerine sinif 6gretmenligi boliimil agilmistir. 1969-
Yayim tarihi:31.01.2026 1982 yillar1 arasinda enstitiden 936 6grenci mezun olmustur. 1982-1992 yillari arasinda
Yiiksek 6gretmen okulu olarak egitim veren okuldan ise 3928 6grenci mezun olmustur.
Anahtar Kelime: Egitim, Egitim Tarihi, Ogretmen Yetistirme, Edirne Egitim Enstitiisii

GIRIS

Tiirkiye’de 6gretmen yetistirmenin tarihi 177 y1l 6nce, Sultan Abdiilmecit doneminde Fransiz egitim
sisteminden esinlenerek ii¢ kademeli yeni bir sisteme gegilmesiyle birlikte baslamistir. Cocuklarin kisilik
gelisiminde, degerlerinin olusmasinda ve gelecege hazirlanmasinda temel bir rol oynayan ve bu yeni sistemin
en dnemli kademesi olan ayn1 zamanda donemin ortaokullari olan riigdiyelere 6gretmen yetistirmek tizere 1848
yilinda agilan dariilmuallimin okulu iilkemizde dgretmen yetistirmek i¢in agilan ilk modern okuldur (Oztiirk,
1993, s. 551). Sibyan (ilkokul), riisdiye (ortaokul) ve darilfiinun ({iniversite) kademelerinden olusan bu
sistemin en dnemli kademesi olan riisdiye mekteplerinde modern egitim verecek 6gretmenlerin yetistirilmesini
amag edinen bu okul Istanbul’da “Dariilmuallimin-i Riisdi” adiyla agilmistir. Erkek 6gretmen yetistiren bu
okulun kurulusundan yirmi iki y1l sonra 1870 yilinda kiz 6gretmen yetistirmek amaciyla dariilmuallimat okulu
acilmustir (Oztiirk, 1993, s. 549). Egitim tarihimizde dnemli yeri olan bu iki okulun agilmasindan sonra,
giiniimiiz Egitim Fakiilteleri’nin temeli olarak kabul edilen Dariilmuallimin-i Aliye (Yiiksek Ogretmen Okulu)
ise 1892°de kurulmustur (Oztiirk, 1993, s. 552) . Istanbul’da acilan bu okullarin basariya ulasmasindan sonra
Ogretmen okullar1 kisa bir siire iginde tiim yurda yayilmis ve hemen hemen her vilayet merkezinde agilmistir.
Bu dénemde agilan 6gretmen okullarmin egitim tarihimiz bakimindan 6nemi ders programlarindan veya
ogrenci sayilarindan ziyade d6gretmen olmadan modern egitimin olamayacaginin anlagildigini géstermesidir.
Cumbhuriyet donemine kadar ogretmen yetistirme konusunda yapilan g¢alismalar sonucu agilan Ogretmen
okullari nicelik ve nitelik bakimindan iyi bir seviyede olmalarina ragmen, yeterli 6gretmen bulma ve yetistirme
sorunu tam olarak ¢6ziilememistir.

1923 yilinda Cumbhuriyet’in ilan edilmesiyle birlikte bircok alanda oldugu gibi egitim alaninda da yeni
hedefler belirlenmistir. Bu donemde egitim alanindaki hedef milli, cagdas ve laik bir egitim sistemi kurmaktir.
Ancak iilkedeki okul ve 6gretmen sayisinin azligl, mevcut 6gretmenlerin de yeterli donanma sahip olmamalari
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bu amacin gergeklestirilmesindeki en 6nemli engel idi. Bu sebepten dolay1 modern egitim verebilecek nitelikli
Ogretmen yetistirme konusu egitim alaninda baslatilan atilimlarin en 6nemli konusu haline gelmistir. Osmanli
Imparatorlugu déneminde bu ihtiyag medrese mezunlariyla giderilmeye galisiimistir. Fakat bu durum modern
egitime ulagma konusunda birgok soruna yol agmustir.

Bir iilkenin yeterli sayida nitelikli 6gretmene sahip olmasinin éneminin farkinda olan Mustafa Kemal
ATATURK “Ogretmenler, ordularimizin kazandig1 zafer, sizin ve sizin ordularimzin kazanacagi zafer igin
yvalmiz zemin hazirladi. Hakiki zaferi siz kazanacak ve koruyacaksiniz” diyerek konunun tilkemiz i¢in ne kadar
onemli oldugunu belirtmistir (Duman, 1991, s. 23). Ogretmen yetistirmenin ne kadar énemli oldugunun
farkinda olan Mustafa Kemal ATATURK bu konusmasindan kisa bir siire sonra TBMM’de yaptig1 bagka bir
konusmasinda “Yeni yil icinde yurdumuz ilk ve ortaégretimin olabildigi ol¢iide diizeltilebilmesi i¢in Anadolu,
on bes ogretmen okulu bolgesine ayrilacaktir...” diyerek iilkedeki nitelikli 6gretmen ihtiyacinin giderilmesi
icin yapilacak olan politikay1 da belirtmistir. Iste bu amac dogrultusunda sirasiyla: 1926-1927 yilinda Koy
Ogretmen Okullar1, 1934 yilinda Koy Egitmeni Yetistirme Kurslar1, 1937 yilinda K&y Enstitiileri, 1937 yilinda
Erkek Teknik Yiiksek Ogretmen Okulu’ kurulmustur (Altunya, 2018, s. 3).

Cumbhuriyet doneminde 6gretmen yetistirme konusunda atilan en 6nemli adim K&y Enstitiileri’nin
kurulmasi olmustur. Ulke niifusunun biiyiik bir kisminin yasadigi kdye dgretmen yetistirmeyi amag edinen bu
okul 1940 yilinda dénemin Milli Egitim Bakam Hasan Ali Yiicel ve Ismail Hakki Tongug’un calismalari
sonucu kurulmustur (Vatansever, 2023, 267-278). Giiniimiizdeki egitim fakiiltelerinin ilki ise 1926 yilinda
Orta Muallim Mektebi adiyla Konya’da agilmistir. S6z konusu okul daha sonra Ankara’ya nakledilerek Gazi
Orta Muallim Mektebi ve Terbiye Enstitiisii daha sonra ise Gazi Egitim Enstitiisii adin1 almigtir. Cumhuriyet
tarihimizin ikinci egitim enstitiisii 1944 yilinda Balikesir’de Necati Bey Terbiye Enstitiisii ve Orta Muallim
Mektebi adiyla kurulan Balikesir Egitim Enstitiisiidiir. Takip eden yillarda birgok yeni egitim enstitiisii
acilmistir. Bunlardan bir tanesi de 1969 yilinda agilan Edirne Egitim Enstitiisii’diir.

YONTEM

Arastirmanin Modeli

Bu ¢alisma nitel arastirma yontemlerinden dokiiman analizi kullanilarak hazirlanmigtir. Bu arastirma
yoOntemi, verilerin birincil kaynagi olarak cesitli dokiimanlarin toplanmasi, gézden gegirilmesi, sorgulanmast
ve analizi olarak tanimlanan bilimsel bir arastirma yontemidir. Incelenen kisilerin arastirmadan etkilenmemesi,
olaylarla es zamanda kayit alinan eylemler ve duygulara ulasabilme, gegmiste yasamis ve giliniimiizde
ulagilmasi miimkiin olmayan kisiler ve olgular hakkinda inceleme yapabilme, olaylar arasinda tarihsel bir
karsilastirma yapabilme, resmi belgeler ve gazete gibi 6nemli kaynaklardan faydalanma vb. durumlar dokiiman
analizi yonteminin aragtirmacilara sundugu avantajlardir.

BULGULAR
Edirne Egitim Enstitiisii

Meslek egitimi veren boliimlerinin sistematik ve teorik yapilarinda uygunluk, elestirel diisiince ve
yeniliklere agik olma, arastirmaya Oonem verme gibi konular dgretmen yetistirilmesinde olduk¢a Onemli
unsurlardir (Alptekin, 1974, s. 124). Egitim tarihimize baktigimizda bu unsurlara sahip olan ilk kurum olarak
egitim enstitiileri karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir. Bu kurumlardan olan Edirne Egitim Enstitiisii 3 Kasim 1969 Pazartesi
gilinli sabah 9’da yapilan bir toéren ile giinimiiz Edirne Orduevi’nin bulundugu yerde olan eski Kurtulus
[lkokulu binasinda agilmistir (Vatandas, 1969, s. 1). Bu sekilde egitim hayatina baslayan ve egitim siiresi 3 yil
olan Edirne Egitim Enstitiisii’'nde ilk zamanlar Matematik, Fen ve Tabiat bilgileri branslarinda olmak {izere iki
alanda egitim verilmekteydi (Trakya Universitesi Katalogu, 1995, s. 166). Daha sonra 12 Mart 1974 yilinda
resmi gazetede yaymlanan Egitim Enstitlisii Yonetmeligi’ne uygun olarak bu iki bransta gece dgretimine de
gecilmistir (Resmi Gazete, 1974, s. 2). 1975 yilinda ise Milli Egitim Bakanlig1 tarafindan alian karar ile
enstitii blinyesine gece ve giindiiz egitiminin yani sira mektupla 6gretimde eklenmistir.

Gece ve gindiizlii egitim veren Edirne Egitim Enstitlisii’niin ismi 1978-1979 Ggretim yilinda
Tiirkiye’deki diger enstitiiler ile birlikte Yiiksek Ogretmen Okulu olarak degistirilmis ve dgretim siiresi de dért
yila gikarilmistir. 1ki y1l boyunca Yiiksek Ogretmen Okulu olarak egitim hayatina devam eden enstitii, 1981-
1982 dgretim yilinda gikarilan 41 sayili kanun Hiikmiinde Kararname ile Trakya Universitesi’ne baglanarak
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“Edirne Egitim Yiiksekokulu” adin1 almis, egitim siireside iki yila diigtiriilmiistiir. Daha sonra okulun ismi 11
Temmuz 1992 tarih ve 12281 sayili Resmi Gazete’de yaymlanan 3.7.1992 tarih ve 3837 sayili Kanun ile
“Egitim Fakdiltesi” olarak degistirilmistir. Bu sekilde fakiilteye doniisen ve dort yila ¢ikartilan yiiksekokuldaki
mevcut boliimler kapatilmis ve yerine siif 6gretmenligi bolimii agilmistir. Gilinlimiizde Edirne Egitim
Enstitiisiiniin selefi olan Egitim Fakiiltesi biinyesinde Bilgisayar ve Ogretim Teknolojileri Egitimi, Egitim
Bilimleri, Giizel Sanatlar Egitimi, Matematik ve Fen Bilimleri Egitimi, Ozel Egitim, Temel Egitim, Tiirk¢e ve
Sosyal Bilimler Egitimi ve Yabaci Diller Egitimi boliimlerinden olusmak iizere sekiz boliim bulunmaktadir.
Bu sekiz boliim biinyesinde ise on alt1 anabilim dali bulunmaktadir.

Okul Binalar

3 Kasim 1969 tarihinde acgilan Edirne Egitim Enstitlisii’niin ilk binasi giiniimiizde Edirne Orduevi
olarak kullanilan binanin oldugu yerde bulunan Kurtulus Ilkokulu binasidir. 1970 yilinda bina istanbul
Universitesi Edebiyat Fakiiltesi’ne bagli olan Giineydogu Avrupa Arastirmalar1 birimine verilince simdiki
Edirne Lisesi’nin binasina tasinmak zorunda kalmistir (Vatandas, 1970, s. 1). 1975 yilinda dénemin Edirne
Valisi Alaattin Oskiper giiniimiizde Balkan Yerleskesinin bulundugu bolgede Tip Fakiiltesi ve 6grenci yurdu
ile birlikte Egitim Enstitiisii i¢in bir okul binas1 yapilacagini belirtmis olsa da s6z konusu bina yapilmamistir
(Edirne, 1975, s. 1). 1978 yilina kadar Edirne Lisesi binasinda egitime devam eden enstitii, 25 Haziran 1978
tarihinde ¢ikan bir yangindan (Edirne Hudut, 1978, s. 1) dolay1 glinlimiizde I. Murat Lisesi olarak kullanilan
donemin Erkek Ogretmen Lisesi olarak kullanilan binaya tasmmustir (Edirne Hudut, 1978, s. 1). Enstitii daha
sonra sirasiyla Aysekadin Yerleskesinde bulunan ve Teknopark olarak kullanilan binaya ardindan da Kosova
Yerleskesine tagmmustir. Enstitiiniin devami olan Egitim Fakiiltesi giiniimiizde Kosova ve Ismail Hakki
Tongug Yerleskelerinde egitim vermeye devam etmektedir.

Enstitiiye Giris Sartlar1 ve Ogrenci Sayilar

Edirne Egitim Enstitiisii’niin kuruldugu tarih olan 1969 yilinda egitim enstitiilerine giris sartlar
sunlardir (Resmi Gazete, 1969, s. 4);

a) Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti vatandasit olmak; (Yabanci Devlet Tabiyetinde olanlar Milli Egitim
Bakanliginin izni ile kabul edilirler).

b) Egitim Boliimiinden baska boliimlere girecekler icin ilkogretmen okulu veya lise mezunu
olmak;

¢) Egitim Béliimiine girecekler igin, ilkdgretmen okulu mezunu olmak; en az ii¢ yil basan ile
ilkokul ogretmenligi yapmis olmak ve bu béliime girme ehliyeti Milli Egitim Bakanlhiginca tespit
edilmis bulunmak.

d) 30 yasini (Beden Egitimi Boliimiine girecekler Igin 25 yagini) bitirmemis olmak;

e) Saglam ve sihhatli olmak, (Kekemelik, pepelik, korliik, sasilik, sagirlik, topallik, ¢olaklik,
kamburluk gibi sakatliklari olmamak; verem ve trahom gibi bulasici hastaliklari ve 6gretmenlige mani
olacak baska beden ve ruh arizalart bulunmamak;

1) Aday segilmis olmak ve se¢me imtihanlarinda basart gostermek;

g) Erkek adaylar 6grenime ara vermislerse askerlikle ilisigi olmadigint belgelendirmek;

h) Bayanlar icin evli, bosanmis veya dul olmamak;

i) Herhangi bir yerde gorevili olmamak.

Bu sartlar1 saglayan adaylar girmek istedikleri enstitiilere bagvuru yaptiktan sonra sozlii sinava tabi
tutulmaktaydilar. 19 Kasim 1974 tarihinde resmi gazetede ¢ikarilan kanun ile Universitelerarasi Ogrenci
Se¢me ve Yerlestirme Merkezi kurulmus ve tiniversitelere ve diger yiliksekdgretim kurumlarina giris sinavlari
merkezi olarak yapilmaya baslanmistir (Resmi Gazete, 1974, s. 7). Bu sekilde Egitim Enstitiileri giiniimiizde
oldugu gibi merkezi sinav ile 6grenci almaya baglanmistir. 1976 yilinda ise puan sirlamasinin yan sira sozlii
smav da getirilmistir (Vatandas, 1976, s.1). 1977 yilinda tiim Egitim Enstitiilerinde oldugu gibi Edirne Egitim
Enstitiisii’ne de tekrar merkezi smav ile 6grenci alinmaya baslanmistir (Edirne Hudut, 1977, s. 3). ilk zamanlar
Edirne Egitim Enstitiisiine girmek i¢in yapilan sinavlarda Edirne Erkek Sanat Enstitiisii, Edirne Lisesi, Edirne
Kiz {1k 6gretmen ve Edirne Erkek 1k 6gretmen okulu binalar1 kullanilmistir (Vatandas, 1971, s. 1). Edirne
Egitim Enstitiisii diger enstitiilerde oldugu gibi gece-giindiiz 6gretim i¢in ayr1 bir kontenjan, mektupla egitim
icin ayr1 bir kontenjan ilan etmekteydi.
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Tablo 1 1969-1980 Yillar: Arasi Edirne Egitim Enstitiisiine Kabul Edilen Ogrenci Sayilart

Gece-Giindiiz Mektupla Ogretim
1969-1970 120 -
1974-1975 180 1100
1975-1976 400 -
1976-1977 180 -
1979-1980 70 -
Tablo 2 1972-1980 Yillar: Arasinda Edirne Egitim Enstitiisinden Mezun Olan Ogrenci Sayilar
Matematik Fen ve Mektupla Toplam
Tabiat Ogretim
1971-1972 - 34 - 34
1972-1973 - 36 - 36
1973-1974 - 61 - 61
1974-1975 - 81 - 81
1975-1976 4 65 15 84
1976-1977 40 97 9 146
1977-1978 42 24 104 170
1978-1979 68 2 13 83
1979-1980 180 80 - 260

Ogretim Kadrosu ve Dersler

[Ik mezunlarin1 1972 yilinda veren Enstitii’niin ilk miidiirii Kemal Onur’dur (Vatandas, 1971, s. 1).
Egitim Enstitiileri 1981 yilinda YOK {in kurulmasina kadar Milli Egitim Bakanligi’na bagl idiler. Bu yiizden
enstitiilerde gorev yapan dgretim iiyeleri bakanlik tarafindan atanmaktaydi. Ornegin 1974 yilinda Milli Egitim
Bakanlig1 tarafindan orta dereceli okullarda ii¢ yil ist {iste basarili olan 6gretmenler arasinda yapilacak sinavda
basaril1 olanlar Egitim Enstitiilerine atanmasi karar1 almmustir (Vatandas, 1974, s. 1). Trakya Universitesine
baglandig1 1982 yilina kadar enstitiide 7 miidiir ve birgok 6gretmen gorev yapmustir.

Tablo 3 1969-1982 Yillari Arasinda Edirne Egitim Enstitiisiinde Gérev Yapan Miidiirler

Miidiir Gorev Siiresi
Kemal Onur 1969-1971
Kenan Berkut 1971-1973
Mustafa Okan Baba 1973-1976
Sefer Ozgiir 1976-1978
Ibrahim Abay 1978-1979
Sefer Ozgiir 1979-1981
Atila Burmabiyik (Vekaleten) 1981-1983

Tablo 5 1969-1980 Yillar: Arasinda Edirne Egitim Enstitiisiinde Gorev Yapan Ogretim Uyeleri

Ogretmen Adi Bransi
Aynur Tiilek Fizik
Ahmet Bayarslan Biyoloji

Muharrem Bagcioglu Fransizca
Fatma Alinur Meslek Dersi

Ali Kabil Matematik

Miibeccel Korkmaz Matematik

Kemal Yavag Matematik

Selim Atsiz Matematik

Burhan Iscan Tarih
Aysun Iscan Matematik

Halim Demirci
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Esat Can Edebiyat
Fikret Gokdemir Fransizca
Ali Thsan Harbi
Hidayet Aydin Matematik
Ahmet Unlii Biyoloji
Salih Giineri
Bekir Sarioglu
Nedim Uretmen

1969 yilinda kurulan Edirne Egitim Enstitiisii’nde Fen Tabiat Bilimleri ve Matematik Ogretmenligi
olmak iizere iki program bulunmaktaydi. Bu iki b6liimiin 1969-1972 yillar1 arasindaki dersleri sunlardir;

Tablo 4 Edirne Egitim Enstitiisiinde Okutulan Dersler

Fen Tabiat Bilimleri Boliimii Dersleri

Matematik Boliimii Dersleri

Fizik Temel Matematik
Kimya Lineer Cebir
Modern Biyoloji Geometri |
Botanik Geometri 11
Zooloji Analitik Geometri |
Insan Anatomisi Analitik Geometri 11
Genetik Evrim ve Ekoloji Analiz |
Matematik Analiz II
Ders Araglari Thtimaller Hesabi ve Istatistik
Ozel Egitim Metotlar1 Astronomi
Egitim Psikolojisi Fizik
Ruh Sagligi ve Rehberlik Ticaret Bilgisi
Olgme ve Degerlendirme Ozel Ogretim Metotlari ve Uygulamalar
Egitim Sosyolojisi Egitim Psikolojisi

Genel Egitim Bilimleri

Ruh Saglig1 ve Rehberlik

Tiirkce

Olgme ve Degerlendirme

Yabanci Dil (Ingilizce ve Fransizca)

Egitim Sosyolojisi

Turk Devrim Tarihi

Genel Egitim Bilimleri

Tiirkce
Tiirk Devrim Tarihi
Yabanci Dil (Ingilizce ve Fransizca)

Yukaridaki tabloya bakildiginda Matematik Ogretmenligi béliimiiniin 21 dersi var iken Fen Tabiat
Bilimleri boliimiiniin ise 19 dersi oldugu goriilmektedir.

Mektupla Ogretim

Edirne Egitim Enstitlisiinde mektupla &gretime ilk kayitlar 9-16 Aralik 1974 tarihleri arasinda
yapilmaya baslanmis ve bir giinde 150 dgrenci kesin kayit yaptirmigtir (Edirne, 1974, s. 1). 1974 yilinda
mektupla 6gretime baslanan enstitiide 800’ Matematik boliimiine, 800’1 Tabiat ve Fen béliimiine olmak tizere
toplam 1600 kontenjan ayrilmistir (Vatandas, 1970, s. 1). Iki hafta siiren kayt siiresinden sonra enstitiiniin
mektupla 6gretim kismina 1100 6grenci kayit yaptirmistir (Edirne, 1975, s. 1).

Ogrenci Olaylar

Enstitiideki ilk 6grenci olay1 16 Kasim 1970 tarihinde &grenciler tarafindan baslatilan dort giinliik
boykottur. Boykotun sebebi Devlet Yiiksek Ogretim Kurullari Kanunun cikarilmasimi protesto etmektir
(Vatandas, 1970, s. 1). Enstitiideki ikinci 6grenci olay1 20 Kasim 1974 tarihinde meydana gelmistir. Olayda
yurt, yemek, lokal ve kitap konularinda yasanan sorunlardan dolay1 boykot yapilmasini isteyen dgrenciler ile
boykot sonucu burslarinin kesilecegini iddia eden 6grenciler arasinda yasanmis ve iki 6grenci yaralanmigtir
(Vatandas, 1974, s. 1). Bu ilk olayin benzeri Kasim 1976 tarihinde de yasanmustir. Bu seferki sebep o yil
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yapilan Egitim Enstitiilerine giris sinavi Milli Egitim Bakanligi tarafindan iptal edilmesidir. Smavin iptal
edilmesi iizerine sinavda Egitim Enstitiisiine girme hakki kazanan Ogrenciler protesto eylemi baslatmis,
mevcut 6grenciler de bu eyleme destek vermek amaciyla boykot baglatarak derslere girmemislerdir (Vatandas,
1976, s. 1).

7011 yillar iilkede sag-sol ¢atismalarin yogun olarak yasandigi bir donem olmustur. Edirne Egitim
Enstistiisii’de bu olaylardan etkilenen okullardan olmustur. Bu olaylarin ilki 13 Kasim 1975 tarihinde Erkek
Ogretmen Lisesi ve Kiz Ogretmen Lisesinde baslayan ve Egitim Enstitiisii’ne sigrayan ve dgrenciler arasinda
gerginlige sebep olan 6grenci boykotlaridir. Bu gerginlikten dolay: enstitiide egitime iki giin ara verilmistir
(Edirne, 1975, s. 1). Ocak 1976 tarihinde Egitim Enstitiisiinde baz1 6grenciler okulda yasanan adli olaylari
gerekce gosteren dgrenciler derslere girmemeye baglamistir (Edirne, 1976, s. 1). Bu tarihten sonra olaylarin
sayist ve sikligi her gecen giin artmistir. 22 Nisan 1976 tarihinde karsit goriislii 6grenciler arasinda ¢ikan
olaylar sebebiyle enstitiide egitime iki giin ara verilmistir (Edirne, 1976, s. 1). 4 Agustos 1976 giinii enstitii
bahgesinde karsit 6grenciler arasinda yasanan kavgada ii¢ 6grenci yaralanmistir (Edirne, 1976, s. 1). Enstitii
igerisinde goriilen olaylar enstitli disina da sigramis ve 4 Mart 1976 gecesi karsit goriiglii egitim enstitiisii
ogrencileri ¢atigmistir (Vatandas, 1976, s. 1). 11 Mayis 1978 giinii yine karsit goriislii 6grenciler arasinda
biiyiik bir kavga meydana gelmis ve bu ylizden enstitiideki derslere Haziran ayina kadar ara verilmek zorunda
kalimmistir. Yasanan olayda aralarinda enstitii miidiir muavini Halim Demirci’nin de bulundugu 25 kisi
yaralanmistir (Edirne Hudut, 1978, s. 1).

Sosyal Faaliyetler

Egitim Enstitlisii 6gretmen ve Ogrencileri egitimleri disinda birgcok &nemli faaliyette de
bulunmuglardir. 1973 yilinda Kimya &gretmeni Miibeccel Korkmaz damigmanhiginda Egitim Enstitiisii
bilinyesinde Cekirdek Fen Miizesi kurulmus ve Edirne’de bulunan cesitli kademedeki 6grenciler tarafindan
biiytik bir ilgi gormiistiir (Vatandas, 1973, s. 1).

Egitim disinda oldukca aktif olan Egitim Enstitiisii dgrencileri tarafindan 1974 yilinda EYOD-DER
adinda bir dernek kurulmustur (Edirne, 1974, s. 1). Dernek 2 Kasim 1974 tarihinde egitim enstitiisii
Ogrencilerine yonelik gazeteye bir ilan vermistir. Verilen ilanda Edirne Egitim Enstitiisii 6grencisi olmanin
gururundan bahsedildikten sonra o donem Ogrencilerin en biiylik sorunlart olan yurt sorununun, yemek
sorununun, kitap sorununun ve lokal sorununun sebeplerinden bahsedilmis ve “Hak verilmez alinir” sloganiyla
ogrenci arkadaslarini yiiriittiikleri calismalara katilmaya davet etmislerdir (Vatandas, 1974, s. 1). Dernek tiyesi
Ogrenciler bir taraftan haklar1 icin miicadele ederler iken bir taraftan da mesleki anlamda kendilerini
gelistirmek icin iicretsiz olarak ortaokul Ogrencilerine danismanlik yapmiglardir. Son simif 6grencileri
tarafindan bir 6gretmen sorumlulugu ile yapilan bu davranis Edirne halki tarafindan takdirle karsilanmigtir.
(Edirne, 1975, s. 1). Enstitii 6grencileri tarafindan kendilerini resmi kuruluglar ve okul ydneticileri nezdinde
temsil etmek amaciyla 20 Kasim 1974 tarihinde “Edirne Egitim Enstitiisii Ogrenci Dernegi” adiyla ikinci bir
dernek daha kurulmustur. Dernek bagkani olarak da Nevzat Altintas se¢ilmistir. Kurulan dernek ilk is olarak
Edirne’de Yiiksek Ogrenim Yurdu acilmasi i¢in Kredi ve Yurtlar Kurumuna basvuruda bulunmustur
(Vatandas, 1974, s. 1).

Edirne Egitim Enstitiisli 6grencileri egitimleri sirasinda ¢esitli kuliipler kurarak sosyal faaliyetlerde de
bulunmuslardir. Ornegin tiyatro kuliibii tarafindan 13 Nisan 1974 Cumartesi giinii Halk Egitim Merkezi
salonunda “Ocak” isimli oyunu sergilemislerdir (Edirne, 1974, s. 1). Kuliip tarafindan sahnelenen ikinci tiyatro
eseri F. Diirenmat tarafindan kaleme alinan “Fizik¢iler” oyunudur. Oyun 27 Nisan 1975 tarihinde Halk Egitim
Merkezinde sahnelenmistir (Edirne, 1975, s. 1). Tiyatro kuliibii tarafindan sergilenen ii¢lincii eser ise 4 Mayis
1975 tarihinde Halk Egitim Merkezinde sahnelenen “Duvarlarin Otesi” adli eserdir (Edirne, 1975, s. 1).

Ogrenciler tarafindan Matematik Ogretmeni Kemal Yavas damismanliginda kurulan folklor kuliibii
tarafindan 23 Mayis 1974 tarihinde Egitim Enstitiisii salonunda Halk Oyunlar1 gosterisi yapilmistir (Edirne,
1974, s. 1). 29 Subat 1975 tarihinde Edirne Halk Egitim salonunda Egitim Enstitiisii 6grencileri tarafindan
ortaokul &grencilerine yonelik “Ozanlar Gecesi” adi altinda bir program gerceklestirilmis ve biiyiik bir ilgi
gormiistiir (Edirne, 1975, s. 1).

Burhan Iscan idaresinde enstitiide kurulan spor birimi 6nemli basarilar elde etmistir. S6z konusu birim
altinda futbol, voleybol ve giires takimi kurulmustur. Bu takimlar Eskisehir, Kiitahya ve Isparta’da diizenlenen
Yiiksekokullar aras1 miisabakalara katilmislardir (Edirne, 1975, s. 4). Yine Ali Thsan Harbi yénetiminde enstitii
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ogrencileri tarafindan kurulan giires takimi da {iniversite ve yiiksekokullar arasi bati grubu yarismalarinda
grekoromen stilde ikinci serbest stilde ise iiclincii olmuglardir (Vatandas, 1976, s. 4).

TARTISMA VE SONUC

Tarihimizdeki modernlesme cabalarina bakildiginda egitimin, biitiin bu ¢abalarin temeli oldugu
goriilmektedir. Neredeyse iki asirdan beri devam eden bu modernlesme hareketlerinde toplumun yapisini
degistiren unsur olarak egitim ve 6gretmenlerin dnemli bir yeri oldugu goriilmektedir. Ayn1 zamanda bir egitim
sisteminin bagarist o sistemi uygulayacak olan 6gretmenlerin sahip olduklari niteliklere bagli oldugu da
yadsmamaz bir gergektir. Ulkemizi ve toplumumuzu modernlesme gayesinde basariya ulastiracak olan nitelikli
Ogretmenleri yetistirecek olan okullarin kurulusunu Fatih dénemine kadar gotiirmek miimkiin ise de gergek
anlamda 1848 yilinda kurulan Dariilmuallimin’i ilk modern 6gretmen okulu olarak kabul etmek
gerekmektedir. Osmanli doneminde 6zelliklede Tanzimat Fermani ile baslatilan nitelikli 6gretmen yetistirme
cabalar1 cumhuriyet doneminde daha da hizlanarak devam etmistir. Osmanli doneminde istenen sonug elde
edilememis olsa da, bu donem cumhuriyet donemi i¢in bir laboratuvar gérevi gormiistiir. Bu donemde yapilan
denemeler cumhuriyet déneminde olgunlasmis ve uygulanmustir. K&y Ogretmen Okullari, Koy Egitmeni
Yetistirme Kurslari, Erkek Teknik Yiiksek Ogretmen Okulu ve Koy Enstitiileri bunun en giizel drnekleridir.

19. yiizy1l ortalarindan giiniimiize kadar ugras verdigimiz nitelikli ve modern 6gretmen yetistirme
konusunda geldigimiz son nokta Egitim Fakiilteleridir. Giiniimiizde nitelikli 6gretmen yetistiren Egitim
Fakiiltelerinin ilk 6rnekleri Egitim Enstitiileridir. Ankara’da kurulan Gazi Egitim Enstitiisii’nden sonra bir plan
dahilinde iilkenin farkli sehirlerinde egitim enstitiileri kurulmaya baglanmistir. Bu enstitiilerden bir tanesi de
1969 yilinda kurulan Edirne Egitim Enstitiisiidiir. Kuruldugunda Fen ve Tabiat, Matematik 6gretmenligi olmak
iizere iki farkli alanda 6gretmen yetistiren Edirne Egitim Enstitiisii ti¢ yillik bir egitim siiresine sahipti. 1982
yilinda YOK’iin kurulmastyla birlikte Trakya Universitesi'ne baglanan enstitii bu zaman araliginda diger
egitim enstitiileri gibi Yiiksek Ogretmen Okulu ve Edirne Egitim Yiiksekokulu gibi farkli isimler almustir.
Enstitiide goriilen bu isim degisiklikleri 6gretim siiresinde de goriilmektedir. Ug yillik bir egitim siiresine sahip
olarak kurulan enstitiiniin egitim siiresi 1978 yilinda dort yila ¢ikarilmisg, 1981 yilinda iki yila diistiriilmiis daha
sonra tekrar dort yila ¢ikarilmistir. Egitim Fakiiltesi olana kadar enstitiide iki boliim bulunmaktaydi. Fakiilteye
doniistiikten sonra ise mevcut boliimler kapatilmis ve sinif 6gretmenligi bolimii agilmistir. Giintimiizde fakiilte
biinyesinde sekiz boliim, on alt1 anabilim dali bulunmakta ve on dort farkli alanda 6gretmen yetistirilmektedir.

Kuruldugu giinden beri nitelikli 6gretmen yetistirmeyi amag¢ edinmis olan Edirne Egitim Enstitiisiinde
1969-1982 yillart arasinda yedi miidiir ve bircok 6gretmen gorev yapmustir. Bu siire zarfinda bine yakin
ogrencinin mezun oldugu enstitiide kaliteli bir egitim verme amacinin yaninda topluma katki saglama,
ogrencilere ders disinda kiiltiirel, sanatsal ve sportif olarak da kendilerini gelistirebilmeleri i¢in 6nemli
caligmalar yapilmistir. Bu yapilan calismalar 6grenciler tarafindan kurulan topluluklar ve bu topluluklari
destekleyen Ogretmenler vasitasiyla gerceklesmistir. Ornegin Kimya Ogretmeni Miibeccel Korkmaz
onderliginde &grenciler tarafindan Cekirdek Fen Miizesi kurulmus, Matematik Ogretmeni Kemal Yavas
damgmanliginda folklor kuliibii kurulmus, Burhan Iscan ve Ali Ihsan Harbi yonetiminde spor kuliipleri
kurularak turnuvalarda 6nemli basarilar elde edilmistir. Bu sosyal faaliyetlerin yan1 sira 6grenciler tarafindan
EYOD-DER ve Edirne Egitim Enstitiisii Ogrenci Dernegi adiyla iki dernek kurulmustur. Kurulan bu dernekler
vasitastyla 6grenciler isteklerini dile getirmislerdir.
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A Half-Century-Old Educational Institution: Edirne Education Institute

Abstract: The primary aim of this study is to evaluate the current status of the teacher education
system in Tiirkiye by examining it the historical development of the modern teacher training
Erhan Vatansever® system. One of the ways to conduct such an evaluation is to analyze institutions responsible for
teacher education. Education Institutes, which were established as teacher training institutions
and have constituted the foundation of today’s Faculties of Education. One of these institutions,
*Social Sciences Teaching Department, which have played a significant role in meeting the country’s demand for teachers since their
Trakya University, , Edirne, Tiirkiye establishment, is the Edirne Education Institute, founded in 1969, which has trained a
erhanvatansever@trakya.edu. considerable number of qualified teachers since the day when it was established. The Edirne
Education Institute, which was the eleventh education institute established in Tiirkiye, currently
continues its educational activities as the Faculty of Education affiliated with Trakya University.
At the time of its establishment, the institute provided teacher training in two fields, namely
Mathematics and Science/Natural Sciences. Having developed over time, the institution today
offers teacher training in 13 different fields. Until 1975, both daytime and evening education
were offered within the institute; in the same year, correspondence education was introduced.
The institution which was operated under the name Education Institute until 1978, was renamed
a Higher Teacher Training School in that year, along with other similar institutions in Tiirkiye,
) and the duration of education was extended from three to four years. After continuing its
Eizz;vtzgﬁ%g%gg educational activities under the name of Higher Teacher Training School, the institution was
Available Online:31.01.2026 affiliated with Trakya University through Decree Law No. 41 enacted in the academic year of
1981-1982, renamed “Edirne Higher School of Education,” and the duration of education was
reduced to two years. In 1992, the institution was once again renamed the Faculty of Education,
and the duration of education was increased to four years. The transformations experienced by
the institution were not limited to changes in name; they also involved structural reorganization,
during which existing departments were closed and replaced by the Department of Primary
School Education. Between 1969 and 1982, a total of 936 students graduated from the institute.
Between 1982 and 1992, when the institution functioned as a Higher Teacher Training School,
3,928 students graduated.
Kev Wards: Education. Educational Historv. Teacher Trainine. Edirne Education Institute

INTRODUCTION

The history of teacher training in Tiirkiye started 177 years ago in the reign of Abdiilmecid when a
novel 3-stage system modelling French educational system was shifted to. Opened in 1848 to raise teachers
for riigdiyes, the junior high schools of the period that played a key role in the development of personality,
creation of the values of and preparation of the children for future and were the major stage of this novel
system, the ddriilmuallimin school is the first modern school opened to train teachers in our country (Oztiirk,
1993, s. 551). Aiming to raise teachers who will give modern education in riistiye school, which is the key
stage of this system that is formed by the stages of sibyan (primary), riisdiye (secondary) and dariilfiinun
(university), this school was opened in Istanbul with the name of “Ddriilmuallimin-i Riisdi. 22 years after the
foundation of the school which trained male teachers, ddriilmuallimat school was opened in 1870 to train
female teachers (Oztiirk, 1993, p. 549). After the opening of these two schools which have an important role
in Turkish educational history, Dariilmuallimin-i Aliye (Higher Teacher Training School) that was considered
as the foundation of today’s Faculties of Education was founded in 1892 (Oztiirk, 1993, s. 552).

Teacher training schools, which were opened in Istanbul and proved out, spread countrywide and was
opened in the centers of almost all provinces. The significance of the teacher training schools opened in that
period for our educational history is that they showed that it is clearly understood that modern education cannot
exist without teachers, not without curricula or number of students. Although the teacher training schools that
were opened as a result of the efforts to train teachers until the Republican Era are at a good level quantitatively
and qualitatively, the problem of finding and training teachers in sufficient number was not able to be solved.

With the proclamation of republic in 1923, new targets were set in the sphere of education as in many
fields. In this period, the target in the field of education is to build up a national, modern and secular system
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of education. However, the school and teacher shortage in the country and the lack of qualification of the
existing teachers were the major impediment to the achievement of this target. For this reason, the issue of
training qualified teachers capable of giving modern education became the most critical issue of the
breakthroughs introduced in the field of education. In the Ottoman era, this need was tried to be fulfilled by
the graduates of madrasa. However, this led to many challenges with regard to accessing modern education.

Being aware of how important a nation has qualified teachers in sufficient number, Mustafa Kemal
ATATURK emphasized how this issue is important for our nation, saying “Teachers, the victory won by our
armies, only paved the way for the victory to be won by you and your armies. You will win and preserve the
real victory” (Duman, 1991, p. 23). Shortly after this speech of him, Mustafa Kemal ATATURK, having
realized how important it is to train teachers, stated the policy to be made to meet the need for qualified teachers
in the country saying “In the new year, Anatolia will be divided into fifteen teacher training school regions to
improve our national primary and secondary education fto the greatest extent possible,” in another speech
made by him at the Grand National Assembly of Tiirkiye. And in line with this purpose, Village Teacher
Training Schools, Village Instructor Training Courses, Village Institutes and Technical Higher Education
School for Boys were established in 1926-1927, 1934, 1937 and 1937, respectively (Altunya, 2018, p. 3)..

The most important step towards training teachers in the republican period was the establishment of
Village Institutes. This school, which was intended for training of teachers for villages where the majority of
the country’s population lived, was established as a result of the efforts of Hasan Ali Yiicel, the Minister of
National Education, and Ismail Hakk1 Tongug (Vatansever, 2023, 267-278). The first of the today’s faculties
of education was opened under the name of the School for Middle School Teacher Training in Konya in 1926.
The school later relocated to Ankara where it was renamed Gazi School for Middle School Teacher Training
and Education Institute and then renamed Gazi Educational Institute. The second educational institute of our
republican history is Balikesir Educational Institute, which was established with the name of Necati Bey
Educational Institute and School for Middle School Teacher Training in Balikesir in 1944. Several new
educational institutes were opened in the following years. One of them was Edirne Educational Institute, which
opened in 1969.

METHOD

Research Model

This study employs document analysis, which is a qualitative research method. This research method is
a scientific research method which is defined as the collection, review, examination and analysis of various
documents as the primary source of data. The advantages offered to researchers by document analysis method
include the fact that the research subjects are not affected by the research, the opportunity to access the actions
and feelings recorded simultaneously with the events, making examination about the persons and phenomena
which lived and happened in past and are not possible to be reached today, making an historical comparison
between events, utilization of public documents and newspapers etc.

FINDINGS
Edirne Educational Institute

The issues of coherence of systematic and theoretical structures of the departments giving professional
education, critical thinking and open-mindedness, attaching importance to study are fairly important elements
of training teachers (Alptekin, 1974, p. 124). When we look at Turkish educational history, we see educational
institutes as the first institution having these elements. The Edirne Educational Institute, which is one of these
institutions, was opened with a ceremony held on 3 November 1969 at 9.00 in the building of the former
Kurtulus Primary School where currently Edirne Officer’s Club is located (Vatandas, 1969, s. 1). At the Edirne
Educational Institute which so started its educational life and where period of education was 3 years, training
was given in two fields including Mathematics, Sciences and Natural Sciences branches at the first (Trakya
Universitesi Katalogu, 1995, p. 166). Later on, evening education was also introduced in these two branches
in accordance with the Educational Institute Regulation published on the Official Gazette on 12 March 1974
(Resmi Gazete, 1974, s. 2). And in 1975, by the decision taken by the Ministry of Education, correspondence
education was introduced in the institute in addition to the evening and daytime education.
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The name of Edirne Educational Institute, which provided evening and daytime education, was
renamed Higher Teacher Education School in the academic year of 1978-1979, along with the other institutes
in Tiirkiye, and the period of education was increased to four years. Having continued its educational life under
the name of Higher Teacher Training School for two years, the institute was given the name of “Edirne Higher
School of Education” upon affiliation to Trakya University by the Decree Law No. 41 enacted in the academic
year of 1981-1982 and the period of education was reduced to two years. Later on, the school was, once again,
renamed “Faculty of Education” by the Law No. 3837 of 3.7.1992 as published on the Official Gazette Issue
No. 12281 of 11 July 1992. The existing departments in the school of higher education which was so
transformed to a faculty and the period of education of which was increased to four years were closed and the
department of primary school teaching was opened instead. Today, the Faculty of Education which is
predecessor of Edirne Education Institute, has eight departments which are Computer and Instructional
Technologies Teaching, Educational Sciences, Fine Arts Teaching, Mathematics and Sciences Teaching,
Special Education, Basic education, Turkish Language and Social Sciences Teaching and Foreign Languages
Teaching. These eight departments branch into sixteen majors.

School Buildings

The first building of the Edirne Education Institute, which was established on 3 November 1969, was
the building of Kurtulus Primary School located on the site where currently the Edirne Officers’ Club is
located. In 1970, when the building was assigned to the Southeastern European Studies Unit affiliated with the
Faculty of Letters of Istanbul University, the institute was forced to relocate to the building that currently
houses Edirne High School (Vatandas, 1970, p. 1). Although, in 1975, Alaattin Oskiper, the then Governor of
Edirne, announced that a school building for the Education Institute would be constructed in the area where
the Balkan Campus is presently located, together with a Faculty of Medicine and a student dormitory, the
planned building was not constructed (Edirne, 1975, p. 1). Having continued its educational activities in the
building of Edirne High School until 1978, the institute was relocated to the building that was then used as the
Teacher Training High School for Boys, which is currently known as I. Murat High School (Edirne Hudut,
1978, p. 1) following the fire that broke out on 25 June 25 1978 (Edirne Hudut, 1978, p. 1). The institute was
later relocated to the building located on the Aysekadin Campus, now utilized as a Technopark, and later to
the Kosovo Campus. The Faculty of Education, which represents the institutional continuation of the institute,
currently continues its educational activities on the Kosovo and Ismail Hakki Tongu¢ Campuses.

Requirements for entry to the Institute and Number of Students

The requirements for entry to the educational institutes in 1969 when the Edirne Education
Institute was established, were as follows (Resmi Gazete, 1969, p. 4):

a) To be a citizen of the Republic of Tiirkiye; (individuals holding foreign nationality may be
admitted with the permission of the Ministry of National Education).

b) For those who seek admission to departments other than the Department of Education, to
be a graduate of a primary teacher training school or a high school,;

¢) For those who seek admission to the Department of Education, to be a graduate of a primary
teacher training school; to have successfully served as a classroom teacher for at least three years;
and to have been certified by the Ministry of National Education as eligible for admission to this
department;

d) Not to have turned the age of 30 (or 25 for those who shall enter to the Department of
Physical Education);

e) To be physically and medically fit; that is, not to have disabilities such as stuttering, lisping,
blindness, strabismus, hearing impairment, limping, loss of limb function, or spinal deformities; not
to suffer from contagious diseases such as tuberculosis or trachoma; and not to have any other
physical or mental conditions that would hinder the teaching profession;

f) To have been selected as a candidate and to have demonstrated success in the selection
examinations,

g) For male applicants who have interrupted their education, to document that they have no
outstanding military service obligations,

h) For female applicants, not to be married, divorced, or widowed,

i) Not to be employed in any position at the time of application.
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After applying to the institute they wished to enter, candidates who met these requirements were
subjected to an oral examination. With the law published in the Official Gazette on 19 November 1974, the
Interuniversity Student Selection and Placement Center was established, and entrance examinations for
universities and other higher education institutions began to be administered centrally (Official Gazette, 1974,
p- 7). In this manner, Education Institutes started to admit students through a centralized examination system,
similar to the current practice. In 1976, in addition to score-based ranking, an oral examination was also
introduced (Vatandas, 1976, p. 1). In 1977, as was the case with all Education Institutes, student admissions
to the Edirne Education Institute were once again conducted through a centralized examination system (Edirne
Hudut, 1977, p. 3).

In the earlier stages, for examinations for entry to the Edirne Education Institute, the buildings of the
Edirne Vocational Institute for Boys, Edirne High School, Edirne Primary Teacher Training School for Girls,
and Edirne Primary Teacher Training School for Boys (Vatandas, 1971, p. 1) were used. As in other institutes,
the Edirne Education Institute announced separate admission quotas for daytime and evening education, and
for correspondence education.

Table 1 Number of Students Admitted to Edirne Education Institute Between 1969 and 1980

Evening-Daytime Correspondence
Education
1969-1970 120 -
1974-1975 180 1100
1975-1976 400 -
1976-1977 180 -
1979-1980 70 -
Table 2 Number of Students Graduated from Edirne Education Institute Between 1972 and 1980
Mathematics | Sciences | Correspondence Total
and Education
Nature
1971-1972 - 34 - 34
1972-1973 - 36 - 36
1973-1974 - 61 - 61
1974-1975 - 81 - 81
1975-1976 4 65 15 84
1976-1977 40 97 9 146
1977-1978 42 24 104 170
1978-1979 68 2 13 83
1979-1980 180 80 - 260

Teaching Staff and Courses

The first Director of the Institute, which produced its first graduates in 1972 is Kemal Onur
(Vatandas, 1971, p. 1). Education Institutes were affiliated to the Ministry of National Education until when
YOK (the Council of Higher Education) was established in 1981. Therefore, teaching fellows of the institutes
were appointed by the ministry. For example, in 1974, the Ministry of National Education decided that among
the teachers who were successfully practised at secondary schools for three years consecutively, those who
passed the examination to be held shall be appointed to Education Institutes (Vatandas, 1974, p. 1). 7 directors
and numerous fellows served to the institute until 1982 when it was affiliated to Trakya University.

Table 3 Directors Served to Edirne Education Institute Between 1969 and 1982

Director Term of Office
Kemal Onur 1969-1971
Kenan Berkut 1971-1973
Mustafa Okan Baba 1973-1976
Sefer Ozgiir 1976-1978
Ibrahim Abay 1978-1979
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Sefer Ozgiir

1979-1981

Atila Burmabiyik (Vekaleten)

1981-1983

Table 5 Teaching Fellows Served to Edirne Education Institute Between 1969 and 1980

Name of Fellow Branch
Aynur Tiilek Physics
Ahmet Bayarslan Biology
Muharrem Bagcioglu French
Fatma Alinur Vocational Course
Ali Kabil Mathematics
Miibeccel Korkmaz Mathematics
Kemal Yavas Mathematics
Selim Atsiz Mathematics
Burhan Iscan History
Aysun Iscan Mathematics
Halim Demirci
Esat Can Literature
Fikret Gokdemir French
Ali Ihsan Harbi
Hidayet Aydin Mathematics
Ahmet Unlii Biology
Salih Giineri
Bekir Sarioglu

Nedim Uretmen

At the Edirne Education Institute, which was established in 1969, two programs were offered:
Science/Natural Sciences and Mathematics Teaching Education. The courses offered in these two departments

between 1969 and 1972 were as follows:

Table 4 Courses Instructed at Edirne Education Institute

Courses of the Department of Sciences and

Courses of the Department of Mathematics

Nature
Physics Basic Mathematics
Chemistry Linear Algebra

Modern Biology Geometry |

Botanic Geometry 11

Zoology Analytical Geometry I
Human Anatomy Analytical Geometry 11

Genetical Evolution and Ecology Analysis [

Mathematics

Analysis 11

Instructional Tools

Calculus of Probability and Statistics

Special Education Methods

Astronomy

Educational Psychology

Physics

Psychiatry and Guidance

Commercial Knowledge

Assessment and Evaluation

Special Instructional Methods and Applications

Educational Sociology

Educational Psychology

General Pedagogy Psychiatry and Guidance
Turkish Assessment and Evaluation
Foreign Language (English and French) Educational Sociology
History of Turkish Revolution General Pedagogy
Turkish

History of Turkish Revolution

Foreign Language (English and French)
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As can be seen from the table above, the Mathematics Teaching Education program comprised 21
courses, whereas the Science and Nature Teaching Education program offered 19 courses.

Correspondence education

The first enrolments for correspondence education at the Edirne Education Institute began from 9 and
16 December 1974, with 150 students completed their final registration in a single day (Edirne, 1974, p. 1). In
1974, when correspondence education was introduced at the institute, a total quota of 1,600 was allocated,
with 800 for the Mathematics Department and 800 for the Science and Natural Sciences Department (Vatandas,
1970, p. 1). Following the two-week registration period, 1,100 students enrolled in the correspondence
education program of the institute (Edirne, 1975, p. 1).

Student Upheavals

The first student upheaval at the institute was a four-day boycott by students on 16 November 1970.
The boycott was to protest against the enactment of the Law on State Higher Education Councils (Vatandas,
1970, p. 1). The second student upheaval at the institute occurred on 20 November 1974. The upheaval arose
from disagreements between two groups of students, one calling for a boycott due to problems related to
dormitory facilities, meals, common areas, and textbooks, and another opposing the boycott, claiming that
participation would result in the suspension of their scholarships, as a result of which two students were injured
(Vatandas, 1974, p. 1). A similar incident occurred again in November 1976, which was triggered by the
cancellation of the Education Institutes entrance examination to be held that year by the Ministry of National
Education. Following the cancellation, students who had qualified for admission to the Education Institute
through the examination initiated protest actions, which were supported by current students who boycotted
classes in solidarity (Vatandas, 1976, p. 1).

The 1970s was a period marked by intense left—right political polarization in the country and Edirne
Education Institute was among the institutions affected by such upheavals. The first of these incidents occurred
on 13 November 1975, when student boycotts that began at the Teacher Training High School for Boys and
the Teacher Training High School for Girls spread to the Education Institute, creating tension among students.
Due to this tension, educational activities at the institute were suspended for two days (Edirne, 1975, p. 1). In
January 1976, some students at the Education Institute stopped attending classes, on the grounds of judicial
incidents that had occurred on campus (Edirne, 1976, p. 1). Thereafter, both the number and frequency of such
incidents increased steadily. On 22 April 1976, education at the institute was again suspended for two days
due to clashes between students holding opposing political views (Edirne, 1976, p. 1). On 4 August 1976, a
fight between rival student groups in the institute’s courtyard resulted in injuries to three students (Edirne,
1976, p. 1). The incidents within the institute subsequently extended beyond the campus, and on the night of
4 March 1976, clashes occurred between Education Institute students holding opposing political views
(Vatandas, 1976, p. 1). On 11 May 1978, another major confrontation took place between rival student groups,
forcing the suspension of classes at the institute until June. In this incident, 25 persons, including Halim
Demirci, the Deputy Director of the Institute, were injured (Edirne Hudut, 1978, p. 1).

Social Activities

The teachers and students of the Education Institute engaged in a number of significant initiatives in
addition to their formal educational activities. In 1973, under the supervision of chemistry teacher Miibeccel
Korkmaz, the Core Science Museum was established within the Education Institute, attracting considerable
interest from students at various educational levels in Edirne (Vatandas, 1973, p. 1).

Apart from their academic activities, the students of the Education Institute were highly active in
extracurricular initiatives and established an association named EYOD-DER in 1974 (Edirne, 1974, p. 1). On
2 November 1974, the association published an announcement in a newspaper aimed at students of the
Education Institute. The announcement highlighted the pride of being a student at the Edirne Education
Institute and addressed the major issues faced by students at the time, including problems related to
dormitories, meals, textbooks, and common areas and invited their fellow students to participate in the
association’s activities under the slogan, “Rights are not given, they are taken” (Vatandas, 1974, p. 1). While
association members fought for their rights, they also provided voluntary guidance to secondary school
students to improve their professional skills. This initiative, carried out under the supervision of senior
students, was well received and appreciated by the local community of Edirne (Edirne, 1975, p. 1). To formally
represent themselves before official institutions and school administrators, the students established a second
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association on 20 November 1974 under the name “Edirne Education Institute Student Association,” with
Nevzat Altintag elected as its president. The association’s first action was to apply to the Credit and
Dormitories Institution for the establishment of a Higher Education Dormitory in Edirne (Vatandas, 1974, p.

1.

During their education, students of the Edirne Education Institute actively participated in social
activities by establishing various clubs. For example, the Theatre Club performed the play Ocak at the Public
Education Center hall on Saturday, 13 April 1974, (Edirne, 1974, p. 1). The second play staged by the club
was Physicists, written by F. Diirenmat. The play was performed at the Public Education Center hall on 27
April 1975 (Edirne, 1975, p. 1). The third theatrical performance of the Theatre Club was Beyond the Walls
which was also staged at the Public Education Center on 4 May 1975 (Edirne, 1975, p. 1). The folklore club,
established under the guidance of mathematics teacher Kemal Yavas, organized a folk dance performance at
the institute’s hall on 23 May 1974 (Edirne, 1974, p. 1). On 29 February 1975, the students organized a program
entitled Ozanlar Gecesi (“Bards’ Night”) for secondary school students at the Edirne Public Education Hall,
which attracted considerable attention (Edirne, 1975, p. 1).

The sports unit, established under the direction of Burhan Iscan, made important achievements. Within
this unit, football, volleyball, and wrestling teams were formed. The teams participated in intercollegiate
competitions held in Eskisehir, Kiitahya, and Isparta (Edirne, 1975, p. 4). Similarly, under the leadership of
Ali Thsan Harbi, the wrestling team established by the institute’s students placed second in Greco-Roman style
and third in freestyle at the Western Group competitions among universities and higher education institutions
(Vatandas, 1976, p. 4).

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

Having look at the modernization efforts in our history, it becomes evident that education has served
as the foundation of all these initiatives. It is seen that education and teachers have played a crucial role as the
agents that shape societal structures in these modernization efforts lasting for almost two centuries. At the
same time, it is an undeniable fact that the success of an educational system depends largely on the
qualifications of the teachers who implement it. Although the establishment of schools that would train
qualified teachers capable of leading society toward modernization can be traced back as far as the period of
Fatih, it is necessary to consider Dariilmuallimin founded in 1848 as the first truly modern teacher training
institution. Efforts to train qualified teachers, particularly those initiated during the Ottoman period with the
Tanzimat Edict, continued and accelerated during the Republican era. While the desired outcomes were not
fully achieved during the Ottoman period, this era functioned as a laboratory for the Republican period. The
experiments conducted during this time matured and were implemented under the Republican era. The Village
Teacher Schools, Village Instructor Training Courses, Technical Higher Teacher Schools for Boys, and Village
Institutes are the best examples of this process. From the mid-19™ century to the present day, the ultimate
outcome of efforts to train qualified and modern teachers has been the establishment of Faculties of Education.
The earliest examples of institutions dedicated to training qualified teachers were the Education Institutes.
Following the establishment of the Gazi Education Institute in Ankara, a planned initiative led to the founding
of similar education institutes in various cities across the country. One such institute was the Edirne Education
Institute, established in 1969. At its founding, the Edirne Education Institute offered teacher training in two
fields: Science and Natural Sciences, and Mathematics, with a period of study of three years. Upon the
establishment of the Higher Education Council (YOK) in 1982, the institute was affiliated with Trakya
University and, like other education institutes, underwent several name changes, including to Higher Teacher
School and Edirne Higher Education School of Education. These changes were also reflected in the duration
of study, which initially was three years, then extended to four years in 1978, and reduced to two years in 1981,
and subsequently restored to four years. Until its transformation into a Faculty of Education, the institute
maintained only two departments. After becoming a faculty, the existing departments were closed, and a new
department of Primary School Teaching was established. Today, the faculty comprises eight departments and
sixteen majors, offering teacher training in fourteen different fields.

Having aimed to train qualified teachers since its establishment, the Edirne Education Institute served
by seven directors and numerous teaching fellows from 1969 to 1982. At the institute from which, nearly one
thousand students graduated from during this period, significant initiatives were taken to contribute to society
and offer students opportunities for cultural, artistic, and athletic development outside the classroom in addition
to providing high-quality education. These initiatives were largely facilitated through student-established
organizations and the teachers who supported them. For example, students established the Core Science
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Museum under the leadership of chemistry teacher Miibeccel Korkmaz; a Folklore Club under the guidance of
mathematics teacher Kemal Yavas; and sports clubs under the direction of Burhan Iscan and Ali Thsan Harbi,
achieving notable success in various tournaments. In addition to these social activities, students established
two associations: EYOD-DER and the Edirne Education Institute Student Association. Through these
organizations, students were able to express their demands.
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