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Abstract

This article examines the institution of agoranomia in the cities
of Asia Minor during the Hellenistic and Roman periods. It focuses on
the appointment procedures, duties, and civic status of agoranomoi.
The primary sources of the study consist of epigraphic documents such
as honorific inscriptions, council decrees, and lead weights. These
documents represent a chronological range between 4" century BC and
the 3" century CE. The geographical scope of the study is limited to
western and inner-western Anatolia, corresponding to the regions
where documents were identified. With these limitations, the article
traces the historical transformation of the office of agoranomos from
its origins in the classical polis to its integration into elite-dominated
urban hierarchies of the Hellenistic and Roman periods. Although
formal elections appear to have continued during this historical
process, some documents show that alternative methods such as
hereditary succession or sequential appointment by higher authorities
were other methods. Moreover, agoranomoi were not only responsible
for overseeing market activities, but also for regulating prices during
times of scarcity, enforcing local laws, supervising the construction and
maintenance of public buildings, and participating in religious rituals.
The documents also suggest that the institution of agoranomia
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functioned as a flexible and adaptable medium to create integration and
provide socio-economic bonds between local civic traditions and
imperial administrative structures.

Keywords: Agoranomos, Agoranomia, Asia Minor, Hellenistic
and Roman Periods

Hellenistik ve Roma Donemlerinde Kiiciik Asya’da
Agoranomoslar

Oz

Bu makale, Kiiciik Asya kentlerinde Hellenistik ve Roma
donemleri boyunca agoranomia kurumunu; agoranomoslarin atanma
bicimleri, gorevleri ve kent icindeki konumlari baglaminda
incelemektedir. Calismanin temel kaynagini onurlandirmalar, meclis
kararlar: ve kursun agwrliklar gibi epigrafik belgeler olusturmaktadur.
Belgeler MO 4. yiizyildan MS 3. yiizyila kadar olan bir kronolojik

araligi temsil etmektedir. Cografi sumrlar da belgelerin tespit edildigi
bélgeler dogrultusunda Bati ve I¢-Bati Anadolu dur.

Bu sinirlar igerisinde, agoranomos makaminin Klasik Hellen
polisindeki kékenlerinden Hellenistik Dénem ve Roma dénemlerinde
elitlerin én planda oldugu kent hiyerarsisine tarihsel doniigtimii
izlenmig, secimlerin bicimsel olarak siirmesine ragmen zamanla veraset
ya da tist otoritelerce belirlenen siralt atama gibi alternatif yontemlerin
ortaya ¢iktigi tespit edilmistir. Ayrica, agoranomoslar yalnizca pazar
faaliyetlerini  denetlemekle kalmamig; kithk zamanlarinda fiyat
diizenlemesi yapmug, yerel yasalarin uygulanmasini saglamis, kamu
yapilarimin  insasi ve bakimiyla ilgilenmis ve dini ritiiellere
katumislardir. Elde edilen veriler, agoranomia kurumunun yerel kent
gelenekleri ile imparatorluk idari yapilart arasinda entegrasyonu
gerceklestiren ve sosyo-ekonomik baglar olusturan esnek ve
uyarlanabilir bir araci rolii tistlendigini ortaya koymaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Agoranomos, Agoranomia, Kiigiik Asya,
Hellenistik ve Roma Donemleri

ArAn19/2-2025



AHMET TURKAN 551

Introduction

Agoranomoi® are well-documented civic officials, who held a crucial
role as regulators of civic and economic life in Hellen poleis. Originally
functioning as market inspectors, their duties covered a wide range of
responsibilities aimed at ensuring order and fairness in commercial activities.
These included the supervision of product quality, the control of weights and
measures, the prevention of fraud, and the maintenance and repair of the
physical space of the agora. In times of need, they were also tasked with
securing essential food supplies and overseeing their fair distribution.
Moreover, they were empowered to regulate trade quotas and enforce rules to
prevent market manipulation. Hence, the agoranomos embodied not only the
practical aspects of city administration but also the ideological commitment
to civic order and justice that characterized the polis.® The broad spread of the
institution across the Mediterranean world in the Hellenistic and Roman
periods led to the evolution and diversification of its functions and
institutional dynamics in response to local administrative traditions.*

This article focuses on the characteristics of the agoranomia
institution, the duties of the agoranomoi, and their position within the urban
hierarchy in the cities of Asia Minor during the Hellenistic and Roman
periods. The primary sources are inscriptions discovered across various
regions of Asia Minor. The earliest examples date to the 4™ century BC, while
the latest belong to the 3™ century AD, and some of them are discussed for the
first time under a historical concept. A significant portion of the Hellenistic-
period evidence comes from Troas, lonia, and Lydia, consisting of council
decrees and honorific inscriptions that provide key insights into the function

ayopavopog (pl. dyopavopor).

For a general overview about agoranomoi, see RE 1.2, 883 — 885; and agoranomia before
Hellenistic Period, see G. Oliver “The dyopavopor at Athens.” eds. L. Capdetrey, C.
Hasenohr. Agoranomes Et édiles, Pessac, 2012, 88 — 100. Discussions of the agoranomia
have tended to follow the conceptual frameworks drawn by Platon and Aristoteles regarding
the role of the agoranomos. Plat. Leg. VI 764b. VIII 849a., IX 881c, XI 913d, 917b. etc.
Aristot. Athen. Pol. 51.

The articles written by Benjamin Foster and John Salmon focus on agoranomia as a
Hellenistic institution, emphasizing its interaction with similar administrative structures in
other regions: Benjamin R. Foster, “Agoranomos and ‘Mubhtasib’”, Journal of the Economic
and Social History of the Orient 13/2 (1970): 128—144; John Salmon, “The Economic Role
of the Greek City”, Greece & Rome 46/2 (1999): 156 — 162.

For agoranomoi in Graeco-Roman Egypt, see. Karl Wessely, “Die dgyptischen Agoranomen
als Notare”, Mittheilungen aus der Sammlung der Papyrus Erzherzog Rainer 5 (1892): 83—
115.
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of the office. In contrast, inscriptions from Roman period are honorific and
rarely provide administrative details beyond the title itself. For this reason, a
small and representative portion of Roman period inscriptions were discussed
here.

Another important group of documents consists of lead weights
attributed to agoranomoi, discovered in archaeological excavations. These
weights were used to standardize measurements in the agora and the majority
of those found in Asia Minor have been uncovered at lonia and Bithynia. The
weight inscriptions are typically formulaic, providing information such as the
name of the emperor, governor, or arkhon under whom the agoranomos
served, and the duration of his term in the office.

Appointment and Socio-Economic Background

The procedures for civic appointments in Hellen poleis varied
depending on region and the ideology of the time. In the poleis of the Late
Archaic and Early Classical periods, public officials were commonly selected
by lot among the citizens and each of them was expected to perform public
duties, known as leitourgia in any need.® With the rise of Athenian democracy,
the council (boule) and the people (demos) became more effective in
administrative decisions. Important appointments were made by elections
conducted in local or tribal assemblies among individuals deemed suitable for
the office.® Elections persisted during the Hellenistic and Roman periods.
However, the elites gradually became dominant in both civic institutions and
the offices representing them while the power of the people begun to decline.’

Appointments of agoranomoi also followed this broader historical
trajectory. Some public inscriptions recorded in coastal regions of the Western
Asia Minor and dated the late 4™ and early 3™ centuries BC reflect the tension
between elites and people; and provide information about the role and place

5 PW.XIL2,s.v.

Frank Frost Abbott, Allen Chester Johnson, Municipal Administration in the Roman Empire

(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1926), 89 — 93; Gustav Glotz, The Greek City and

Its Institutions (London: Kegan Paul, Trench, Trubner & Co., 1929), 204-205.

7 For urban elites in Seleucus and Attalids: SEG 46, No.2342; for Urban elites in the
Hellenistic and Roman periods: SEG 42, No.1796. For the transformation of local politics
during these periods, see T. Bekker-Nielsen, Urban Life and Local Politics in Roman
Bithynia: The Small World of Dion Chrysostomos. (Aarhus: Aarhus University Press, 2008),
61-118 and A. Rizaki, “Urban Elites in the Roman East: Enchancing Regional Positions and
Social Superiority.” ed. J. Riipke, A Companion to Roman Religion. 319-326.
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of agoranomoi during the transition. An inscription from Assos dated to the
4th century BC reveals an agoranomos’ donations including various bronze
vessels for public use and wine containers with funnels and bronze weights,
which are the relatively modest scale compared to donations of later periods.®

A pair of 3" century BC inscriptions from Erythrai illustrate
contrasting aspects of the agoranomos’ identity. On the first inscription, it is
recorded that the oligarchs of the city were disturbed by the sword held by the
statue of Philitos, a prominent historical figure and so-called “tyrant-slayer.”
Consequently, they decided that the statue should be remade without the
sword, and that the agoranomos should be responsible for its upkeep.
According to the decree, the agoranomos was tasked with ensuring the statue
remained clean and was properly adorned during the sacred months and
festival periods. The second part of the inscription provides insight into the
financial limitations faced by the office. Agoranomos formally objected to the
decree, stating that he lacked the financial means to fulfil the assigned duty.
As a result, it was ruled by the council that the statue's upkeep for one year
would be financed by the treasurers, after which full financial responsibility
would be transferred to the agoranomos.®

The second inscription presents a different sight. It honors Polykritos,
a prominent member of the local elite, highlighting his efforts to ensure the
safety of commercial activities by strengthening the security of the harbors,
and contributing to the protection of merchants. During a period of famine, he
released grain from his own stores to the market and provided financial
assistance. Notably, the inscription concludes by stating that all these actions
were undertaken for the sake of the city’s security, proper administration, and
the interests of the king.1°

L Assos, no. 3 in Aoleian dialect: té oxeben €ool dapocio €mi dyopavopum Meyiotio
Toyevelm: Muipédyvol ydAkiot tpeis, Nuiekto Evvea, dyoivika déka, yoivikes Emta, Tpiyoa
6k téocapa, Muixoov, Ao Muixoov ydvov Exov: otdbua ydAkue: TéAavto Tpio
TEVTALLVOOV.

LErythrai, no. 503; SEG 29, n0.1129: [...] 6nwg 6¢ kaBapog iod €otar 6 Avoplag Kol
otepovmbnoetol del taig vovunviog kol tolg GAAoug €oprtaic, EmyeAeicbor TovG
ayopavopovc. €dofev Tt PovAfit kol tdL dMuor Emedn &v il mpdtepov yneicpott
TpooeTayn TdL dyopavoumt Enpereichon Tig eikdvog Tod avdptivtog tod PiAitov, dmmg
otepovmbnoetal 1€ Kol Aapmpog £otat, O 08 dyopavopog enoiv gig tadta mdépov deicbat,
Ayadijt Toynt 6ed6yOon TijL PovAijt Kai T dumr O pev Kod’ Etog eig TavTa dddvar TO
AvaAmpLo TOVG Katd Pijve Topiog, Empeieiodon 8€ Tov dyopavopov: gig 6& Tov ooy ypdvov
ol dyopavOLol TO@AODVTEG TAG MVOG TPOSTIOETOOAV TV OOV TAV GTEPAVAV |[...]
LErythrai, n0.28: Ho1ep6V T€ 1 TV o1t0diny 0vhevog €ig TV dyopav Expépo[vt]og citov,
VIEGYETO TAL MU XPUATA TE dDCEWY gig VTOONKNV TO1g Gmodeydncoévolg crtdvalg, Kot
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Following the tradition set by Hellenistic monarchs, Rome also
supported the administrative structures and civic offices in Greek cities and
used as a means of concreting the imperial ideology. Under such conditions,
by the 1% century BC, the dominance of local elites in urban governance
became increasingly evident in Asia Minor.?! Consequently, the office of
agoranomos evolved into an important step within the civic cursus in the
polis.*? Just as members of the elite class demonstrated their generosity
through public benefactions, those who served as agoranomos made
expenditures and donations from their personal resources in relation to their
administrative duties.’® In this way, the agoranomia, like other civic
institutions, became a point of interaction between the central administration
and urban elites. A representative example is an inscription from Magnesia, in
which a man named Moskhion is recorded as having held multiple offices in
addition to his service as agoranomos. His cursus included arkhieros,
grammateus, gymnasiarkhos, strategos, neopoios, argyrotamias, and
sitones.*

Although elections continued to be held, the process of appointment
quickly transformed into a class-based character. In some cities, agoranomoi
had been appointed by methods other than elections. A list of civic officials
from Silandos, dated to AD 150-155, reveals that the same individuals
consecutively held the offices of agoranomos, arkhon, and ekdikos.
Accordingly, the agoranomoi of 150/1 served as arkhontes in 151/2, and later

TOV DIAPYOVTA AVTAL 6ITOV €ig TNV TPOETV EEoicey €ig TNV dyopav: €ig T TNV PLAAKTV TG
mOremg kol TNV GAANV droiknowv Kai €ig 10 @1 Pactdel cupeépovia moAldKig xpripacty
gloeumop®dV ATPoPacicTmg 0vK OAiywv dyabdv aitiog yevion|[...]
1 Millar, 2006: 106 — 135.
12 A 4™ century BC inscription discovered in Ilion indicates that the citizens of Parion elected
an agoranomos specifically for the Panathenaia festival: [lllion, no.3: Tlopavog
yepotovndeic vro Tod dMpov tod [opravdv dyopovopog ig ta peydia [Mavadnvoua.
The donations made by agoranomoi to their cities are discussed below. For a few examples
illustrating the position of the agoranomos within the civic cursus and the social status of
the families bearing this title, see: SEG 27, no.745. (Sardeis), SEG 27, no. 745 (Ephesos),
SEG 27, no. 744 (Ephesos); 1. Ephesos, no. 3017.
1. Magnesia, no. 164: 1 BovAn kai 6 3fjpog kai 1 yepoveia éteipnoav Mocyiova Moacyimvog
Gvopo eULOTELOV Kol EVape- TOV Kail Ad Tpoyovev evayripova kol ifet kol dyoyT) Koopov
Kol apylepatedcavTo Kol YPoUUaTEdoOVTa TG TOAEMG KOl YOUVAGIOPYNOAVTO TETPAUTVOV
TG mOlems €K TdV idimv, Opoimg 3¢ Kol dinvov yepousiag yopvactapynoova, Tt 68 Kol
GTPUTNYNOAVTA Kol TOPUPLAGEIVTO KOl GyOpOVOUNGOVTO TETPAUIVOV KOl VEOTOMGOVTO
Kol GerT@vny yevopevov kol {nuwbévta dnvapia teviokioyeilia, ovdev 8¢ Elac[cov kol
OV YLPLOPYCAVTO. KOl ApyvpoTapioy YEVOLEVOV, YEVOLEVOV OE Kol €Ml TV Em—] TNy®dV
dietiov, kotaotadeic 6¢ kol €mi Tiig yopafemg oD Aemtod yaAkod, Kol TOG AOmOG O
erotepiog TEMAcAVTO AyVAG Kol AUEUTTMOC.
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as ekdikoi in the following year.'® The list includes only these three offices; no
mention is made of other offices which are widely attested in many cities and
appear in inscriptions such as the Magnesia decree mentioned above.'® A
related inscription from Nysa, dating to the imperial period, records that an
arkhon named Apollonios had held several offices, including panegyriarkhos,
strategos, paraphylaks agoranomos, and argyrotamias, and that he had
appointed his two sons to various offices, including the agoranomia.l” This
suggests that, at least in some cities, appointments to the office of agoranomos
could occur not through elections, but rather through the intervention of higher
authorities or even via hereditary succession.

The length of service and the number of agoranomos varied by city.
Inscriptions from Magnesia and Thyateira indicate that agoranomoi had
served during four-months periods.'® However, as seen in the example from
Silandos mentioned above, agoranomoi in many cities, especially during the
Roman period, served for one year. This pattern is particularly evident in the
inscriptions on lead weights. Those are typically bear the name of the serving
agoranomos along with information on the reigning emperor, the provincial
high priest of the imperial cult, or the archon during whose term the official
served.’® The correlation between names found on lead weights and those
mentioned in honorific inscriptions as the evidence for that agoranomoi held
multiple offices simultaneously, suggests that in Ephesos, they generally held
the office for one year, and in some cases, possibly longer.?

H. Malay, Research in Lydia, Mysia and Aiolis (Wien: Osterreichische Akademie der

Wissenschaften, 1999), 153- 154; SEG 49. no. 1685.

This situation was likely a result of the nature of leitourgia. These three offices probably

held not only the status of honores but also possessed authority over budget expenditures

and tax collection. For this distinction, see: Abbott and Johnson, Municipal Administration

in the Roman Empire, 84-93.

17 William M. Ramsay, “Inscriptions inédites de 1'Asie Mineure”, BCH 7 (1883): 272-274: -
Sic - €mdovra 8¢ kol TOV VIOV AToAlmviov €ig te ypappateiov Kol yopvoolopyiov Kol
TOPAPUAAKT)V Kol cert@viay - opoing kol tov £tepov viov Attadov €mdovia €ig te
ypoppoteioy Kot gipnvapyiov Kol yopvoaoiopyiov Kol dyopavopiov koi Gpyvpotapioy Kol
€nmi taig eBavovoalg Asrtovpyiang - yevopevov TtOV ATOAAGDVIOV TpDTOV dpyovta Kol
oTEPAVNPOPOV EVOOEOV.

18 ] Magnesia, no. 164; TAM 5.2. no. 932.

19 WeiB, Peter, “Jenseits der Agoranomie. Neue und alte griechische Marktgewichte der

Kaiserzeit.” ZPE 200 (2016): 247-273. For the lead weights in Pera Museum:

https://pondera.uclouvain.be/browse/?id=&object_type=&authenticity=&time_frame_min

=&time_frame max=&mint_city=11&length_metric_min=&length_metric_max=&width

_metric_min=&width_metric_max=&height metric_ min=&height metric_max==&inscrip

tion__technique=&excavation_date=&o=, Access Date: 30.04.2025; and from Ephesus

Museum: Tekin, 2024.

For an analysis of the weights found in Ephesos and a discussion on the term length of

agoranomoi, see Eleni Theodorou, “Neue und alte Marktgewichte und die Agoranomie im
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In some cities, more than one agoranomoi were appointed specifically
to serve during festivals. An inscription from Ilion, dated to the 3™ century
BC, records the appointment of an agoranomos for the Panathenaea.?! Another
inscription from the same city, dated to Roman Period, documented that an
agoranomos was appointed for the panegyris in Ilion.?? An honorific
inscription from Erythrai, attests to the appointment of an agoranomos for a
panegyris.? Although exceptional, it was also possible for individuals to serve
multiple terms as agoranomos. A foundation document from Kyme refers to a
man named Olympikos who held the office for a second time.?* In an honorific
inscription from Aphrodisias, a person, named Adrastos, is recorded as having
served four separate terms as agoranomos.?®

The number of agoranomoi who held the office together varied
depending on the size of the city and the scale of its marketplace. The
agoranomos appointed for Panegyris from Ilion who discussed above,
documented with the mention “together with his colleagues” and so this
indicates multiple agoranomoi who held the office at the same time.?
Similarly, an inscription from Tralleis attests that, two men, Artemidoros and
Diogenes, served simultaneously in the office.?’ In contrast, it appears that in

kaiserzeitlichen Ephesos”, Jahreshefte des Osterreichischen Archdologischen Institutes in
Wien 91 (2022): 253 —272.

L1lion, n0.3: 1®v cuvédpav &v Tt 1@V [Mavadnvaiov mavnydpet: dyadijt Toynt, yvoun tdv
ouvédpav: Emeldnlov tod Zomvpov [aplavog xeipotovndeic vd T0d dMpov tov [aplovdv
ayopavopog €ig t0 peyddo IMovabnvolo émi dyovoBetdv tdv mepi [- - - -] ddwpov
Avkoppovog Théa iomg kol dikaimg Nyopavopnce HETd TdV cLvapyOVIWY, TG Te TV otV
TOPAOKELTG EPPOVTIOEY OTMG DG EVTEALGTATO AVADVTOL 01 EVONUODVTESG Kol TTEPT TRV GAADV
aviov v macav émpligiav émowcarto, kai mopioyev ioTpov 10V Bepamedoovia ToVG
dc0evodvtag év Tt mavnyvpet énel 0OV kadijcov oty 10l cLVESpOIC EmuehsicOon TdV Kai
ayab@v avopdv, 5ed0yat T0ig GLUVEIPOLS, EmovEsot LEV TOV dnpov tov [Taplavdv [- - - -].
L1lion, n0.4: dyadijt ToymL. 0 TAVNYVPIKOG AyopovOpog Mnvoeihog Mnvoeilov Tij ToTpidt
€K 1@V 10lov avédnke tov Quyootdv Epuiv.

LErythrai, n0.106: ayabfj toyn. eneiopatt Bovdilg dnpov, 1 dacpotdtn 'H dtaonpotdrn
"Ep0Bpov mohg, | Maxdpov yii Kekpomic, 1| Ai00ev k880G depapévn, oTi|oe Tavydpems
dyopavopov, obvopo Kapmov, 1oic idioig Epyoic eBdov ayaridpevov: Eoti 8¢ ot yevémge, @
gbyopan icopapilev, Zooinv, TEWWOis dyyl TaPIGTALEVOS.

1. Kyme, n0.37: 42-49: oikfjpota 0 Tpoyeypappévo kol iepd, Kabmg 1 KTiolg mepléyet,
kabiépmoev Hpoakieidng Zomndpo[v] Oroumikdg cvv 1oig iepoig ndowv, yopovopobvtog
‘Olopmikod véov t0 devTepov: of 8€ KaTeEVIVEXOTES €iG TV VIV TO APYDPLOV GLV TOig
TpoyeypapEvolg mphktopoty Tettailog avAnTig Swpedy:

%5 MAMA VIII, no.484:13-14: “dyop[a]vopcavto teTpdKic”
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% TLIlion, n0.3.9-1: [- - - -] 63wpov Avkd@povog Théa Tong kol dukaing fyopavounce petd
TRV GUVOPYOVI®V.
27 I Tralleis, n0.146: Aptepidopog Aloyévoug kai Awyévng.[- - - -] &yopavoproavteg

avédnkov tov €mi Tiig Gyopdg KPLTTOV TEPimOTOV Kol TO Gyopovopov Kol 10 TepicTulov
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most parts of Asia Minor, only a single agoranomos held the office at once.
Especially in smaller inland cities, where Hellenistic and Roman urban
development progressed more slowly compared to the coastal regions, there
was little need for more than one agoranomoi at once. This tendency was
further reinforced during the Roman period, especially after some offices
which had similar duties to agoranomia and directly connected to the central
government such as the curatores or logistai, became widespread.?®

Assignment and Execution

Despite the organizational and financial transformations, in every city
where Helleno-Roman civic tradition existed, the two principal
responsibilities of the agoranomoi remained the same as pre-Hellenistic
practices: maintaining commercial order and ensuring the supply of essential
goods, particularly grain. In such circumstances, agoranomoi sometimes
purchased grain on behalf of the city from their own wealth or released
supplies from their private holdings. Yet ensuring the sustainability of the food
supply required more than just guaranteeing an adequate food
supply.®Agoranomoi were also responsible for monitoring food prices and for
ensuring their sales at reduced prices during periods of famine and scarcity.
An inscription from Ephesos records an instance in which an agoranomos
negotiated with grain merchants to bring down the prices.*® In Aphrodisias,
agoranomoi were publicly praised for their role in making the grain reachable
at affordable rates.*!

Such interventions demonstrate the civic expectation placed on
agoranomoi to balance market dynamics with the broader needs of social
stability and public welfare. This responsibility became even more critical
during festival periods, when increased demand and public gatherings placed
additional pressure on food supply and accessibility, thus heightening the

ddprov kai T &v avTd amodoyla kai T £nl TodTeV "Evynov Epyactipla Ekatov Kol Tog £n’
adT®V TPocddove KabEpwoav Tolg LePacTolc Kol Tl dNUmL €l TO SVEKES YOPNYIOV TRV
V0 KpLITAY TEPMATOV Kol €IG T SLOTETAYUEVOL.

28 Foster, “Agoranomos and Muhtesib”, 130 — 133.

2 I Erythrai, no.28; SEG 32, 10.1097; SEG 30, no.1215.

30 I Ephesus, n0.1455.1-7: &5o&ev Tijt Povlfit kai @1 SMpmt: Alov Aoneiovg einev: dneidn
AyaBoxAfic Ayniuovog Podiog oitov gicayaywv €ig U TOMV TUpOV EKTES pHopiovg
TETPAKIGYIAMOVG, Kol KATaAAPOV TOV 61TOV TOV £V TH|L Ayopdit TOAOVUEVO L TAEOVOS SPOYLV
£xc, mero0eig Vo 100 dyopavopov kai BovAdpevog xopilesat T oM umt ETOANGE TOV GlTO
mhvTo e0VOTEPOV TOD &V Tijl Ayopdit TOAOVUEVOD®

31 For two examples from Aphrodisias, see. SEG 32, no. 1097; SEG 30, no. 1215.
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importance of agoranomic oversight. An inscription from Magnesia, for
instance, refers to an agoranomos who was responsible for supplying olive oil
for public celebrations during the festival month of Artemision (April).*?

Ensuring the continuity of commerce was a necessary precondition
for a stable food supply. For this reason, various measures and policies were
implemented within the cities and their territory to support trade activities.
Agoranomos played a prominent role in these processes. As noted in the
discussion on Polykritos inscription above, he actively supported the trade
during his term as agoranomos by encouraging merchants to expedite
deliveries and by extending credit to them.® Similarly, in a letter sent by
Antiokhos I to Teos, specific orders for storing and trading the grain are
outlined. The letter mentioned that the trade of grain should be conducted
under the supervision of the agoranomos at the stoa. Furthermore, the
quantities of imported or exported goods were to be reported to the
agoranomos, who was also responsible for collecting the relevant taxes.

Another noteworthy piece of evidence about agoranomos’ duties is
the council decree from Miletos dated BC 200/199, which determines the
salaries of teachers working at the gymnasium. In case of any violation, the
decree orders that the atonement should be made as an offer dedicated to
Hermes and the Muses under the provisions of the agoranomic law.*® This
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indicates that specific regulations concerning the agoranomia were issued by
the council, and that in cases of commercial or contractual disputes, the
agoranomos was responsible for enforcing agoranomic laws which both
parties being obligated to comply with. The case also suggests a quasi-judicial
dimension to the office, particularly in matters related to contractual
enforcement and penalties.®®

Agoranomoi were also responsible for the construction and the
maintenance of public buildings. An inscription dated Roman Period, honors
an agoranomos from Tralleis for sponsoring the paving of a walkway, the
construction of the agoranomion, a doric peristyle and the stone workshops
into the building.®” In another inscription from Ioulia Gordos, dated to AD
169-180, an agoranomos is credited with having financed the construction of
the first ten columns of a temple.®® In addition to architectural works,
agoranomoi were also charged with duties related to urban cleanliness and
landscaping.® A 1% century AD honorific inscription from Magnesia offers an
example of how their responsibilities could vary. Among the actions praised
in this case is the agoranomos’ donation for heating the public baths and his
covering of heating expenses for twenty consecutive days from his own
resources.*

There is also evidence to suggest that agoranomoi performed religious
functions. A post-mortem inscription from Pergamon commemorates an
agoranomos named Apelles and, in recalling his time in office, implicitly
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refers to him as a representative of Hermes.** It was customary for each
agoranomos to make a dedication to Hermes upon the completion of their
term.*? In addition to this agoranomic tradition, offerings were also made to
the chief deities of cities. A 2™ century AD inscription from Ephesos, for
instance, records a donation made by an agoranomos to the Temple of
Artemis. Those were often votive offerings, usually involving material goods
given in exchange for payment.*® In Priene, offerings were made jointly to
Hermes and Aphrodite by agoranomos.** Religious duties of agoranomoi
extended beyond the end-of-service rituals. During periods of scarcity, they
could dedicate offerings to the gods in hopes of abundance; during times of
plenty, they made votive dedications in gratitude. A 2™ century AD inscription
from Mysia, for example, records the dedications, presumably to thank for
abundance, made by an agoranomos to Zeus Soter and Herakles.*®

Conclusion

The appointment and functional scope of agoranomoi in Asia Minor
followed a trajectory broadly like that of the Greek mainland. During the Late
Classical and Early Hellenistic periods, agoranomoi began to be elected
among the citizen body by the council. Inscriptions dated to the 3™ and 4"
centuries BC indicate that in many cities of Asia Minor, the office of the
agoranomos operated within clear administrative and economic boundaries
established by the council. In the Late Hellenistic and Roman periods, the
increasing dominance of local elites transformed the agoranomia into a
standard step in the municipal cursus, typically beginning with lower offices
such as the priesthood and concluding in the archonship. Like other civic
offices in the cursus, agoranomia became increasingly monopolized by elites.
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This transition is clearly attested in Late Hellenistic inscriptions from Ilion,
Parion, and Erythrai. This may be understood as proof of broader changes
across civic bureaucracy during this period.

While elections appear to have remained the primary method of
appointment, epigraphic evidence such as the Silandos inscription reveals
alternative procedures. Although the list does not record offices held prior to
the agoranomos, the consistent succession of them does not have any
indication of election. Thus, the list suggests a predetermined, possibly
hereditary or elite-controlled sequence of all offices. This deterministic model
demonstrates that some exceptions to electoral norms of the period did occur.

The findings of this study also show the complex and multifaceted
responsibilities of agoranomoi. In addition to overseeing wholesale and retail
trade and controlling commercial taxes, they were also responsible for
monitoring the use of funds and enforcing the agoranomia laws in case of
disputes. Inscription from Miletos shows that agoranomoi had a quasi-judicial
responsibility. Another noteworthy aspect of the agoranomos’ duties is their
religious dimension. Although in Asia Minor the office is typically associated
with Hermes, agoranomoi are also known to have made dedications during
times of scarcity or abundance. This practice provides valuable insight into
the integration of religious thought within the civic administration of the city.

Bibliography
Abbott, Frank Frost, Johnson, Allen Chester, Municipal Administration in the Roman
Empire. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1926.

Aristot. Athen.Pol. (= Aristoteles, Athenaion Politeia): Text: Aristoteles. Athenian
Constitution. Eudemian Ethics. Virtues and Vices. Translated by H.
Rackham. Loeb Classical Library 285. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University
Press, 1935.

Bekker-Nielsen, Tennes. Urban Life and Local Politics in Roman Bithynia: The Small
World of Dion Chrysostomos. Aarhus University Press, 2008.

Foster, Benjamin R., “Agoranomos and ‘Muhtasib’”. Journal of the Economic and
Social History of the Orient 13/2 (1970): 128-144.

Glotz, Gustav, The Greek City and Its Institutions, London: Kegan Paul, Trench,
Trubner & Co., 1929.

Héderli, Richard, Die Hellenischen Astynomen und Agoranomen vornehmlich im
alten Athen. Leipzig: B.G. Teubner, 1886.

ArAn19/2-2025



562 AGORANOMOI IN HELLENISTIC AND ROMAN ASIA MINOR

IMT, Inschriften von Mysia & Troas. eds. M. Batth & J. Stauber. Miinchen: Leopold-
Wenger-Institut fiir Rechtsgeschichte, 1996.

L Assos. Die Inschriften von Assos. ed. R. Merkelbach, Bonn: Rudolf Habelt Verlag
Gmbh, 1976.

LEphesos 3. Die Inschriften von Ephesos, vol. 3. eds. H. Engelmann, D. Knibbe & R.
Merkelbach. Bonn: Rudolf Habelt Verlag Gmbh, 1980.

LEphesos 1.2. Die Inschriften von Ephesos, vol. 2.2. eds. H. Engelmann, D. Knibbe
& R. Merkelbach. Bonn: Rudolf Habelt Verlag Gmbh, 1980.

LErythrai 1. Die Inschriften von Erythrai und Klazomenai, vol. 1. ed. Helmut
Engelmann. Bonn: Rudolf Habelt Verlag Gmbh, 1972.

LErythrai 11. Die Inschriften von Erythrai und Klazomenai, vol.2. ed, H. Engelmann.
Bonn: Rudolf Habelt Verlag Gmbh, 1973.

Lllion. Die Inschriften von Ilion. ed. Peter Frisch, Bonn: Rudolf Habelt Verlag Gmbh,
1975.

LKyme. Die Inschriften von Kyme. ed. Helmut Engelmann. Bonn: Rudolf Habelt
Verlag Gmbh, 1976.

1. Pergamon. Die Inschriften von Pergamon. eds. E. Fabricius, C. Schuchhardt & M.
Frankel. Berlin: Verlag von W. Spemann, 1890.

L Priene. Die Inschriften von Priene. eds. C. Frederich, H. von Prott et al. Berlin:
Verlag von W. Spemann, 1906.

LTralleis 1. Die Inschriften von Tralleis und Nysa, vol.1. ed. F. B. Poljakov. Bonn:
Rudolf Habelt Verlag Gmbh, 1989.

L Tralleis 11. Die Inschriften von Tralleis und Nysa, vol. 2. ed. W.Bliimel. Bonn: Rudolf
Habelt Verlag Gmbh, 2019.

Malay, Hasan, Research in Lydia, Mysia and Aiolis. Wien: Osterreichische Akademie
der Wissenschaften, 1999.

MAMA. Monumenta Asiae Minoris Antiqua, vol. 8. eds. W.M. Calder & J.M.R.
Cotmack. Manchester: Manchester University Press, 1962.

Oliver, Graham, “The dyopavopot at Athens.” eds. L. Capdetrey, C. Hasenohr.,
Agoranomes Et édiles. 88 — 100. Pessac, 2012.

Rahyab, Susan, “The Keepers of the Agora: Contracts on the Office of Agoranomos
in the Epigraphic Record”. eds. R.R. Benefiel & C. M. Keesling, Inscriptions
and Epigraphic Habit. 133-145. Leiden, 2023.

Ramsay, William M., “Inscriptions inédites de I'Asie Mineure”. Bulletin de
Correspondance Hellénique 7 (1883): 258-278.

RE. Paulys Realencyclopédie der classischen Altertumswissenschaft, vol. 1.2, 883—
885.

Rizaki, A., “Urban Elites in the Roman East: Enchancing Regional Positions and
Social Superiority.” ed. J. Riipke, 4 Companion to Roman Religion. 317-330,

ArAn19/2-2025



AHMET TURKAN 563

Plat. Leg. (= Platon, Leges / Nomoi): Text: Plato. Laws, Volume I: Books 1-6.
Translated by R. G. Bury. Loeb Classical Library 187. Cambridge, 1926.

Salmon, John, “The Economic Role of the Greek City”, Greece & Rome 46/2 (1999):
147 — 167. Malden, 2007.

SEG 4. Supplementum Epigraphicum Graecum, vol. 4. eds. L. Robert, M.N. Tod et al.
Brittenburg: Apud A.W. Sijthoff, 1929.

SEG 14. Supplementum Epigraphicum Graecum, Vol. 14. Eds. A.G. Woodhead, M.N.
Tod et al. Brittenburg: Apud A.W. Sijthoff, 1957.

SEG 27. Supplementum Epigraphicum Graecum, Vol. 27. Eds. H-W. Pleket & R.S.
Stroud. Maryland: Sijthoff & Noordhoff, 1980.

SEG 29. Supplementum Epigraphicum Graecum, Vol. 29. Eds. H-W. Pleket & R.S.
Stroud. Amsterdam: Brill Publishing, 1982.

SEG 30. Supplementum Epigraphicum Graecum, Vol. 30. Eds. H-W. Pleket & R.S.
Stroud. Amsterdam: Brill Publishing, 1983.

SEG 32. Supplementum Epigraphicum Graecum, Vol. 32. Eds. H-W. Pleket & R.S.
Stroud. Amsterdam: Brill Publishing, 1985.

SEG 49. Supplementum Epigraphicum Graecum, Vol. 49. Eds. J. Bingen & P.
Herrmann. Amsterdam: Brill Publishing, 1999.

Sperber, Daniel, “On the Office of the Agoranomos in Roman Palestine”. Zeitschrift
der Deutschen Morgenldndischen Gesellschaft 127/2 (1977): 227-243.

Strootman, Rolf, “Kings and Cities in the Hellenistic Age”. eds. R. Alston & O. M.
Van Nijf, Political Culture in the Greek City after the Classical Age. 141-
153. New York, 2011.

Tekin, Oguz, “Greek, Roman, and Byzantine Weights from the Ephesus Museum”,
Gephyra 28 (2024): 137 — 194.

Theodorou, Eleni, “Neue und alte Marktgewichte und die Agoranomie im
kaiserzeitlichen Ephesos”, Jahreshefte des Osterreichischen
Archéologischen Institutes in Wien 91 (2022): 253 — 272.

Weil3, Peter, “Jenseits der Agoranomie. Neue und alte griechische Marktgewichte der
Kaiserzeit.” ZPE 200 (2016): 247-273.

Wessley, von K., “Die dgyptischen Agoranomen als Notare”, Mittheilungen aus der
Sammlung der Papyrus Erzherzog Rainer 5 (1892): 83—115.

ArAn19/2-2025



564 AGORANOMOI IN HELLENISTIC AND ROMAN ASIA MINOR

ArAn19/2-2025



