Sarkiyat Mecmuasi

Journal of Oriental Studies

Z3

@ [STANBUL
/% UNIVERSITY
= PRESS

\STA,

Sarkiyat Mecmuasi - Journal of Oriental Studies 47, (2025): 201-222

DOI: 10.26650/j0s.1689131

Arastirma Makalesi / Research Article

«odaY) JaT el (e cilgudillyy QLS A o i) AN ki) el

a3 A 43 qalal) ALY o

Ibnii’l-Kettani et-Tabib’in Kitabu’t-Tesbihat min Es‘ari Ehli’l-
Endiiliis Eserinde Siir Secimlerinin Elestirel Standartlar -

Elestirel Bir Calisma

In Search of The Critical Literary Standards Followed in The
Selection of Poetry in The Book Titled “Al-Tashbihat Min Ashiar
Ahl Al-Andalus” By Ibn Al-Kattan Al-Tabib-A Critical Study

Jumana RAJAB BASHA!

lIstanbul Sabahattin Zaim Universitesi, Egitim
Fakdiltesi, Arapca Ogretmenligi Bolimd, Istanbul,
Tarkiye

ORCID: JR.B. 0000-0002-3744-1980

Sorumlu yazar/Corresponding author:
Jumana Rajab Basha (Dr. Ogr. Uyesi),

Istanbul Sabahattin Zaim Universitesi, Egitim
Fakdiltesi, Arapca Ogretmenligi Bolimd, Istanbul,
Tarkiye

E-posta: jumana.basha@izu.edu.tr

Basvuru/Submitted: 01.05.2025
Revizyon Talebi/Revision Requested:
09.08.2025

Son Revizyon/Last Revision Received:
13.08.2025

Kabul/Accepted: 22.08.2025

Atif/Citation: Rajab Basha, Jumana.“In Search
of The Critical Literary Standards Followed in
The Selection of Poetry in The Book Titled
“Al-Tashbihat Min Ashiar Ahl Al-Andalus” By Ibn
Al-Kattan Al-Tabib-A Critical Study." Sarkiyat
Mecmuasi - Journal of Oriental Studies 47 (2025),
201-222.

https://doi.org/10.26650/j0s.1689131

uedlal)

L1l Ul Sl e fan) 5 Gadall (SESU ¥ i) T el (pe gl 5S Say
o ki) o gl i€ (il g laaaie ) 3 Apaiil el Lo ralll Jelusy 38 Uia 5 ¢ Gulai) b
Claws e 5L Lt o3n & jie (o g Sl Ul @lli e V) Cangll La s 138 4S8 JlaiS
Somil AV dlee Tpaal ot Cand) 138 (e Caglld SQUSI Gialia g (i ¥ Y1 G353
el ailad aal g e i) jad 831 ) geall madhe abl e LIS 8 «lguilly LS 8
M Liale :jugﬂﬁmhljadua@sﬁ?!&}.a,d\ 138 5 «lgaadilly Cilsa juac G‘mg..daﬁ\
o eadd a5 clgmaiilly UG Y 5 i e ¢ il Ll giall 5 e sl rgriall Al yall o3 e
UL PP IS U1 O PN PPN pURPSYCIG PP PRRWRS ) V P HFR) JEN [ CEOA - IV JERN
sl 8 gl g s e el 5 ¢ btV LAY G Ll 4ol 3831 gia 5 cclguuiilly
el Bl o e Cram ymd ¢ ) Sl 5 AEY) (e duml) 5alil) 4 a5 Ay 53115 5 suall e ) 5 oy yudl)
a5 peall (3 385 el Sl Cal gl 3591 ool of slgtie gilinnae (Al 5l a5 Aalla
428 Cpaaed ) (53l g gl yeil s S 8aLAl 3 Cilall e G5 el 5 el ol i)
Lealla U 53 oS Gl sall Jae Ol 5 clgia 351 il aiilic (e STl aa) gl cliafivd )
05 (g el 33

el (3 5 iy jal) 8 ) gaal) cagalil) Al el (s il JLARY) sialida cilalS

oz

ibnii'l-Kettani et-Tabib'in, et-Tesbihat min es‘ari ehli’l-Endiiliis kitabi, Endiiliis
siirinin en 6nemli antoloji kitaplarindan biridir. Bu noktada arastirmacinin su
sorular sormasi mumkandur: Maellif bu kitaptaki siir secimini benimsedigi
elestiri esaslari nelerdir? Bu secimlerdeki temel amag nedir? Segilen bu siirler,
hem miellifin cagindaki Endulis edebi zevkini hem de Enduiliis toplumunun bazi
ozelliklerini nasil yansitmaktadir? Bu calismanin amaci, et-Tegbihat kitabindaki
siir seckisi yonetiminin 6nemini agiklamak, Endiilis siirindeki en dnemli sanatsal
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sekil 6zelliklerini ve muellifin yasadigi asra kadarki Endulus siirinde 6ne ¢ikan nitelikleri tespit etmektir. Bildigimiz kadariyla
bugtine dek bu konuyla ilgili mstakil bir calisma yapilmamis ya da konunun tizerinde etraflica durulmamistir. Bu calismada
betimleyici ve elestirel analitik ydntemleri benimsenmistir. ilk olarak et-Tesbihat kitabi ve miiellifi tanitilmis, Endiliis'teki
antolojilerin Gnemine deginilmis, daha sonra ise ¢alisma, et-Tesbihat kitabindaki siir seciminde en 6nemli elestiri esaslari
lzerinde yogunlasmistir. Tespit edilen bu esaslar: Tesbihin siirlerin seciminde standart sanatsal unsur olarak alinmasi,
antolojilerde tabiat konusuna énem verilmesi, alisilagelmis ve tekrarlardan uzak garip tasvirlere, uzak ve nadir tesbihlere
itimat edilmesi. Bu esaslar i¢in 6rnekler sunulmus ve tahlil edilmistir. Calisma su sonuglara ulagmistir: Kitabin muellifinin
ilk amaci, Endiilus siirindeki tasvirin, dogu siiri tasvirine Ustlinligini ortaya ¢ikarmaktir. Miellifin Endilisliler arasinda
mecazi siirin bolluguyla 6viinme arzusu, onu daha iyi siir segmek yerine daha ¢ok siir 6rnegi toplamaya sevk etmistir.
Mdellifin yontemi sahsi zevke dayali yontem olmus ve antolojisini elestirel agiklamalarla gtiglendirmemistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Siir seckisi, Elestiri Standartlari, Tesbih, Garip tasvir, Endulis zevki

ABSTRACT

The book titled “Al-Tashbihat min Ash’ar Ahl Al-Andalus” by Ibn Al-Kattani Al-Tabib is a significant literary anthology from
Al-Andalus. This research aims to explore the critical literary standards followed by the author in selecting the poems
and the primary objectives behind these selections. This study also examines how these poems reflect the literary
tastes of Andalusia during the author’s time and provides insights into Andalusian society. This study emphasizes the
importance of poetic selection in “Al-Tashbihat” to highlight the key features of artistic imagery in Andalusian poetry
and its distinctive characteristics up to the author’s time despit its importance no perdicula in-depth research has been
conducted yet, as far as current knowledge extends. Employing descriptive and analytical critical methods, the study
begins by introducing the book “Al-Tashbihat” and its author. Then, the significance of literary anthologies in Al-Andalus
is discussed, with a focus on the critical literary standards followed in the selection of poems. These standards include
using simile as an artistic criterion, emphasizing nature in the selections, and choosingchoosing rare and unconventional
imagery. The study concludes that the author’s primary goal was to highlight the superiority of Andalusian poeticimagery
compared to its Eastern counterpart. The author aims to showcase the abundance of pictorial poetry among Andalusians,
prioritizing exhaustive collection over selective quality. The work reflects the author’s personal taste rather than being
supported by critical analysis.

Keywords: poetic selection, critical standards, simile, unique imagery, and Andalusian taste

EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Literary selection is a critical activity based on appreciating, studying, and judging literary
texts. In Al-Andalus, numerous literary selections expressed various aspects of Andalusian
literary taste and highlighted the primary artistic and intellectual trends of the era. These
selections also represented the defense of Andalusian authors and scholars of their literature,
emphasizing its superiority and showcasing its finest examples in competition with Arabic
literature from the Islamic East, especially during the 4th Hijri century.

Ibn Al-Kattani’s “Altashbihat from the Poetry of the People of Al-Andalus” stands out
as one of the most significant Andalusian literary selections. The critical literary standards
adopted by Ibn Al-Kattani in his book have not been independently studied. Studied though
Dr. Thsan Abbas, the editor of “Altashbihat,” provided a brief overview of the critical value
of these selections in his introduction, Dr. Mustafa Aliyan Abdul Rahim studied in his book
titled “Trends of Literary Criticism in Al-Andalus in the Fifth Hijri Century: The Artistic

202 Sarkiyat Mecmuasi - Journal of Oriental Studies



Jumana Rajab Basha

Foundations for Selection in Andalusian Selection Books”, including the selections of Ibn
al-Kattani.” However, most of the poetic examples in Dr. Mustafa’s study were taken from
another book titled “Al-Badi’ in Describing Spring” by Ibn Habib Al-Hamiri (d.440 H).
Therefore, this study aims to focus on Ibn Al-Kattani’s selections using a descriptive and
analytical critical approach to clarify the main critical critical standards of his choices, study
his unique critical direction in literary selection, and highlight the value of these selections in
revealing the main features of Andalusian poetry up to the 4th Hijri century and the prominent
aspects of Andalusian literary taste during that era.

This study described and analyzed the phenomenon, introducing the book and its author,
his methodology, and then delving into the main critical foundations upon which the author
based his poetic selections, leading to several conclusions.

The book is among the most important literary selections of Andalusian literature. The
study mentioned that the author was influenced by an Eastern book on the same subject,
“Altashbihat” by Ibn Abi Awn (d. 322 H) . Both authors focused on unique similes and rare
meanings. In response to Ibn Abi Awn’s neglect of Andalusian poetry based on similes, Ibn
Al-Kattani included many Andalusian similes in his book.

The sections and main topics of Ibn Al-Kattani’s “Altashbihat.” The author divided his
book into sections addressing various topics, the most important being nature and its different
manifestations, human physical beauty, emotional subjects, and some human morals.

The study then discusses the main critical foundations adopted by Ibn Al-Kattani in his poetic
selections, emphasizing the use of similes as a primary artistic basis, the dominance of nature
as a theme, the preference for unique and unfamiliar imagery, comprehensive descriptions,
and the abundance of similes for a single subject.

The study then moved on to discuss the most important critical foundations adopted by
Ibn al-Kattani in selecting the poems in his book:

The simile is a fundamental artistic basis for the chosen poetry. This is evident from the
book’s title; the author focused on poetic examples that include the element of simile, making
similes predominant in those selections.

The dominance of the theme of nature in the chosen poetry is among those foundations
in the selection. This was a reflection of the Andalusian taste that favored this theme during
the Ibn al-Kattani era.

The uniqueness of poetic imagery was a prominent foundation of the book “Similes”.

The author chose rare images, distant from the familiar, expressing the Andalusian preference
for the unique imagery of that era, emphasizing its depth and creating a connection between
disparate elements. At times, the imagery’s uniqueness reached the realms of illusion, coldness,
affectation, and corruption.

However, the author’s preference for unique imagery led him to choose many poetic
examples that encompass rare, unfamiliar images with intellectual and emotional dimensions,
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far removed from sensory coldness and the rigidity of a mere formal approach. These delve
slightly into the depths of thought and emotion, acquiring a distinctive hue compared with the
general imagery of the poetic book.

A comprehensive and thorough description of the subject was a clear characteristic of the
selections of the book “Altashbihat”, highlighting the poet’s prowess in artistic depiction.
For the sake of this comprehensiveness in description, the poet amassed numerous poetic
images for a single simile, leaning toward simile tool repetition. All of this was to showcase
his descriptive ability, even if this accumulation of images often produced cold images aimed
at achieving a formal approximation between the two parts of the simile, far from the poet’s
genuine emotion or his unique vision of the described.

Furthermore, the author frequently chose multiple poetic selections on a single poetic theme,
driven by the recognition of Andalusian poets’ abundance of poetic imagination in description.

Among the critical selection criteria in the book “Altashbihat” is the emotional human
dimension in the descriptions and the prominent emotional participation between the human
and the described. This sometimes gave poetic imagery life and warmth, distancing it from
its usual coldness and rigidity.

Moreover, the author’s preference for unique imagery did not prevent him from choosing
poetic examples that include old and familiar images, indicating that his inclination toward
unique imagery was not entirely absolute.

The luxurious touch in the poetic imagery was a clear foundation in the selections of Ibn
al-Kattani. The jewels, ornaments, and luxury artifacts that reflected Andalusian civilization
at that time were the inspiration for many of the images in these selections.

The lightness of the spirit was also a clear basis for poetic selection in “Altashbihat”,
reflecting an aspect of the Andalusian personality. These selections also highlighted various
aspects of Andalusian society and life, such as the general esthetic taste, urbanization, singing,
civil establishments, and some societal traditions. These poetic selections had added documentary
value by capturing aspects of Andalusian life during the author’s era.

The study ultimately concluded with several findings, including: The primary goal of
the author’s selections was to showcase innovative Andalusian poetic imagery and to boast
about it to the people of the East, reflecting the dominant literary trend in Andalusian taste
during his time. The author sought to present poetic examples in the themes he delt with in his
book without prioritizing the best of these examples, aiming to boast about the abundance of
Andalusian poetry. Ibn al-Kattani’s work in his selections was purely influenced by his own
taste, where he presented the chosen poetry without justifying his choices or expressing his
critical opinions. Finally, the study observed that the author’s selections expressed specific
aspects of general Andalusian life, societal conditions, and the characteristics of literary taste
in Al-Andalus.
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