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Abstract: The Yarimca Necropolis, located approximately 9 km east of the Yavuzeli district in Gaziantep
Province, represents one of the most significant examples of Roman funerary architecture in southern
Commagene. Surveyed in 2022, the necropolis contains thirteen rock-cut underground chamber tombs that
conform to standard Roman burial practices. Each tomb features an east-facing entrance, arcosolia, and staircases,
providing architectural consistency across the site. Carved into limestone bedrock, these tombs exhibit similarities
with the necropolises at Doliche, Zeugma, and Sogmatar in the region. Approximately 100 meters northeast of
the necropolis lies a nearby cult area, where damaged rock reliefs depicting the goddess Demeter and an eagle—
possibly symbolizing Zeus—suggest the presence of death-related religious rituals and elements of deification.
The limestone bedrock surrounding the necropolis also appears to have been used as a quarry. The integration of
architectural, iconographic, and ritual elements highlights the necropolis not only as a burial site but also as a
sacred space within the Roman cultural and religious landscape. This study aims to contribute to a deeper
understanding of Roman funerary traditions, death-related ritual practices, and regional variation in Anatolia.
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Giiney Kommagene’de Bir Roma Nekropolii: Yarimca (Yavuzeli) Yer Altt Kaya Mezarlart

Oz: Gaziantep ili Yavuzeli ilgesinin yaklasik 9 km dogusunda yer alan Yarimca Nekropolii, Giiney
Kommagene'deki Roma donemi mezar mimarisinin énemli 6rneklerinden birini temsil etmektedir. 2022 yilinda
tarafimizca detayl ylizey arastirmalariyla incelenen ve icinde 13 adet yeraltt oda mezar1 bulunan Yarimca
Nekropolii, standart bir Roma gémii uygulamasini takip etmektedir. Tiim mezarlarin doguya bakan girisleri,
arcosoliumlart ve merdivenleri vardir ve bu da alan iginde yapisal bir biitiinliik saglar. Standart Roma gomii
uygulamalarini yansitan bu kirectasi ana kayaya oyulmus bu mezarlar, bolgedeki Doliche, Zeugma ve Sogmatar
nekropolleriyle benzer 6zellikler gostermektedir. Mezarlarin bulundugu alanin 100 m kuzeydogusundaki ana
kayalarin yiizeyine islenen tanrica Demeter ve muhtemelen Zeus'u simgeleyen bir kartalin tahrip olmus
kabartmalarini iceren yakindaki bir kiilt alani, 6lim ve tanrilastirma ile iligkili dini rittiellerin varliina isaret
etmektedir. Nekropol alanini kaplayan kalker ana kayalarin tas ocagi olarak kullanildigi anlagilmaktadir.
So6zkonusu mimari, ikonografik ve ritiiel unsurlarin birlesimi, nekropol alaninin yalnizca bir mezarlik alan1 olarak
degil, ayn1 zamanda Roma kiiltiirel-dinsel peyzaji1 i¢inde kutsal bir alan olarak roliiniin altin1 ¢izmektedir. Bu
calisma, Roma mezar geleneklerinin, dliimle ilgili ritiiel uygulamalarin ve Anadolu'daki bolgesel farkliliklarin
daha iyi anlagilmasina katkida bulunmay1 amaglamaktadir.
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Introduction

Funerary ceremonies and tomb constructions held significant cultural and religious value in
Roman society, as in many other civilizations since antiquity. Funeral ceremonies and carefully
constructed tombs have been interpreted as expressions of respect and affection for the deceased. These
practices were considered expressions of reverence and affection for the deceased. In a society that
embraced a belief in the afterlife, funerary rituals were shaped by social stratification, and tomb
architecture evolved accordingly'. While people from the lower strata of society were generally buried
in simple earth graves, members of the upper classes were interred in elaborate chamber tombs
containing sarcophagi, reflecting their wealth and status. In the Roman world, inhumation formed the
foundation of burial practices. However, the provisions outlined in the Twelve Tables indicate that, as
of the 5th century BCE, cremation continued to be practiced alongside inhumation (Kyle, 2012, p. 168).
In addition to these burial traditions, mummification—foreign to Roman customs and introduced under
Egyptian influence—was also accepted as a way of honoring the body (Dunand and Lichtenberg, 2006).
Tomb structures were carefully constructed in accordance with burial practices, adhering to certain
standards. These tombs, regarded as the eternal resting places of the deceased, were built in line with
the individual's social status and economic standing. Although laws prohibited the abandonment of the
dead from the lower classes in public spaces or waste areas, evidence suggests that these laws were often
disregarded, particularly toward the end of the Republic and during the Imperial period®. Another type
of tomb widely used in Rome was the columbarium, derived from the Latin word columba, meaning
'dove"”. These were underground vaulted chambers built mostly by the wealthy, where urns containing
the ashes of the deceased were placed in multiple rows, often for themselves and their servants
(Borbonus, 2014). In Anatolia, rock-cut tombs known as khamosorion, which had been used in pre-
Roman times by the Phrygians, Lycians, and the Urartians—who established a kingdom centered around
Van during the Iron Age—were also adopted in Roman funerary practice. These tombs were sometimes
shaped like sarcophagi carved directly into the bedrock, or designed with monumental fagades
resembling houses or temples. Additionally, various other burial types such as sarcophagi, osteotheke,
mausolea, heroa, cenotaphs, and tile-brick graves were also employed across different regions and
periods of the Roman world (Cevik, 2000; Kortanoglu, 2006).

Another prominent element within the Roman funerary tradition is the use of subterranean burial
chambers. In Anatolia, the practice of carving tombs directly into bedrock was first initiated by the
Urartians in the 9th century BCE. This architectural tradition of chamber tombs was later transmitted to
other cultures, particularly through the intermediary of the Phrygians* (Cevik, 2000, pp. 107). Over time,
rock-cut tombs were diversified and enriched within the funerary customs of these successive cultures.

! Due to the Roman belief in an afterlife, in the later periods it became common to place food offerings in tombs
and to perform libations. Some graves were equipped with pipes to pour food, drink, or perfumes into the burial
chamber, or were constructed with separate compartments designated for placing such offerings (Toynbee, 1971,
p. 136).

2 Bodies were sometimes discarded in structures known as puticuli—a term derived from the Latin word putei,
meaning 'pits—which were small burial holes located outside city walls, where the corpses were left to decompose.
These were typically used for the poor and for low-cost slaves (Hopkins, 1983, pp. 207-208; Kyle, 2012, p. 165).
3 One of the main factors behind the emergence of the columbarium tomb type was the increasing population of
cities—especially the capital, Rome—and the rising cost of land in urban areas. In response to these challenges,
Roman society developed communal burial chambers, which became widespread throughout the empire. These
tombs could house members of the same family along with their slaves, or individuals from the same profession—
such as textile and timber merchants, blacksmiths, silversmiths, or guards—even if they were not related by blood.
The primary sources of information about these tombs are funerary inscriptions. It appears that such communal
tombs also alleviated the concerns of those who had no relatives to organize a funeral for them or lacked the
financial means to afford a proper burial" (Hopkins, 1983, pp. 212-213; Borbonus, 2014, pp. 116-133).

4 For information on single-chambered and multi-chambered rock-cut tombs in Anatolia and their origins, see:
Koroglu, 2008, pp. 21-38; Biber and Erdogan, 2018.
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Due to their structural practicality and security, rock-cut tombs remained a widely preferred burial type
across various regions and chronological phases throughout antiquity’.

Today, one of the most prominent cities in the Southeastern Anatolia Region, Gaziantep
experienced its most prosperous period during the Roman era. Located on the main route connecting
Rome to Syria and Africa, Gaziantep was home to major Roman settlements such as Doliche (modern
Diiliik), Zeugma, and Nicopolis (modern Nigolu/islahiye).°. In addition to these two major centers,
archaeological excavations and surveys conducted in the Gaziantep region have revealed numerous
Roman-period settlements, necropoleis, and workshop areas. Among these, arcosolium and kline-type
tombs discovered in Yarimca (a locality within the Yavuzeli district)’ stand out, alongside similar
examples found in Doliche, Zeugma, and Nicopolis®.

Objective

The data for this study were collected within the framework of the project "Iron Age Surveys in
Gaziantep Province and Its Districts”, conducted with the permission of the Ministry of Culture and
Tourism and supported by the Scientific Research Projects Coordination Unit of Erzincan Binali
Yildirim University (Project No: SBA-2020-737).

The Yarimca Necropolis contains distinctive examples of Roman tomb architecture specific to
the southern Commagene region and is particularly notable for its arcosolium-type tombs, cult areas,
and altar installations. Within this context, the architectural features of both the interior and exterior of
the tombs are analyzed in relation to burial practices and iconographic elements, offering insight into
their connection with the Roman-era cult of the dead. Furthermore, the cult area situated northeast of
the necropolis—featuring depictions of Demeter and eagle motifs—is interpreted in the context of local
religious beliefs and ritual practices, with particular emphasis on its spatial and symbolic association
with the necropolis. Ultimately, this study seeks to contribute to the existing scholarship by elucidating

5 Within the tradition of Roman chamber tombs in Anatolia, particular attention is drawn to those featuring
arcosolia or loculi. The term arcosolium, referring to a burial niche with an arched top, is derived from the Latin
words arcus (arch) and solium (tomb or sarcophagus). This type of tomb, typically carved in an arched form to
house a sarcophagus or urn, originated in Rome and spread throughout the Mediterranean during the Roman
period. Notable examples of arcosolium tombs can be found in regions such as Phrygia, Pisidia, Lycia, Pamphylia,
Lycaonia, Isauria, Galatia, Cilicia, and Commagene. For detailed information on the emergence and construction
techniques of arcosolium chamber tombs across this wide geographical area, see: Machatschek, 1967; Alfoldi-
Rosenbaum, 1971.

® The city of Doliche holds particular significance as the cult center of the god Jupiter Dolichenus (Sanders, 1902;
Ergec and J. Wagner, 2000, pp. 85-92).

7 Located within the provincial boundaries of Gaziantep, Yavuzeli is situated in the Middle Euphrates Section of
the Southeastern Anatolia Region. The district is bordered by Araban (Gaziantep) to the north, Pazarcik
(Kahramanmaras) to the west, Sehitkamil (Gaziantep) to the southwest, Nizip (Gaziantep) to the south, and Halfeti
(Sanlwurfa) to the east. The most important water source in the Yavuzeli Plain is the Merziman Stream, which
flows through the southern part of the district and eventually joins the Euphrates River. The areas along the course
of this stream have developed fertile alluvial soils suitable for agriculture due to the decreasing slope. Although
much of the plain is covered with steppe vegetation, grasslands, pastures, and forest cover are found in the higher
elevations. Karadag, located in the northern part of the plain, acts as a natural barrier between the Yavuzeli and
Araban Plains. A pass over this mountain connects the Yavuzeli Plain with the Araban Plain and extends toward
Adiyaman (Kalelioglu, 1986).

8 Among the prominent necropoleis of the southern Commagene region, the arcosolium tombs found in Doliche
and Zeugma are dated from the Hellenistic Period to the Eastern Roman (Byzantine) Period (Ergeg, 2003, p. 33;
Yaman, 2019). The first phase of the arcosolium tombs with similar forms in the Yukar1 S6giitlii Necropolis is
dated to the Late Hellenistic Period, while the tombs in the Cergili Necropolis of islahiye (ancient Nikopolis) are
dated between the 2nd century BCE and the 1st-2nd centuries CE (Ungor, 2024).
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the role and significance of the Yarimca Necropolis within the broader context of Roman burial
traditions in Anatolia.

Method

The study was carried out as part of the surveys conducted in 2022 at the Yarimca Necropolis,
which was registered as an archaeological site in 2007. During the research process, survey, architectural
documentation, measurement, and typological analysis methods were employed. First, the tomb
structures visible in the necropolis area were identified, and the location, external dimensions, entrance
openings, and interior arrangements of each were recorded. The burial chambers with open entrances
were directly analyzed, and features such as dromoi with stairs, arcosolium niches, and clinates were
documented in detail. In tombs with closed entrances, the form of the superstructure and surrounding
surface traces were used to infer the internal layout. The cult area located in the quarry to the northeast
of the necropolis was also examined in detail. The reliefs of Demeter and the eagle were observed,
photographed, and illustrated. The meaning of these iconographic elements was analyzed through
comparison with similar examples from the region and with reference to ancient religious beliefs.

Findings

In this study, the Yarimca Necropolis area—registered as a Grade 1 archaeological site in 2007
and examined in detail within the scope of the Iron Age Surveys in Gaziantep Province and Districts—
is discussed’. The necropolis is located 1.75 km southwest of the Yarimca neighbourhood, just south of
the Yarimca-Kekliktepe (Sultan Murat Road) highway. The rock-cut tombs are scattered along the
south-facing slope of a hill composed of limestone bedrock, which appears to have been used as a quarry.
The Yarimca neighbourhood lies in a valley between the east-west-oriented Karadag range to the north
and the mountainous region to the south, where the rock tombs are situated. The water supply of this
agriculturally rich region is provided by streams that eventually flow into the Euphrates River, located
17 km east of the Yarimca neighbourhood. The highway passing north of the hill where the rock tombs
are located provides convenient access to the area. The Yarimca Necropolis consists of chamber tombs,
niches, and a cult area. A total of 13 chamber tombs have been identified within the necropolis. The
entrances of some are blocked with soil and stone fill. It was observed that several tombs with open
entrances had been subject to vandalism. Access to the burial chambers is provided via staircases with
varying numbers of rock-cut steps. In some cases, the steps are completely or partially obscured by earth
fill. However, the inclined form of the entrances suggests that these tombs were originally accessed by
stairs. Within the burial chambers with open entrances, one to three arcosolia and clinated death beds
(klines) are present. Some of these arcosolia and klines have been damaged or destroyed. Five of the
tomb chambers include carved slots intended for the placement of stone blocks that would have sealed
the entrances. However, no closure blocks were found in situ. Fragments apparently belonging to these
blocks were discovered either near the tomb entrances or inside the chambers.

The tombs with arcosolia in the Yarimca Necropolis were identified between 2021 and 2024,
alongside similar discoveries in Islahiye (Cercili Necropolis, Tepeobast Necropolis Area) (Ungér, 2015;
Ungoér, 2024), Yavuzeli (Mandolu Necropolis, Biiyiik Karakuyu Necropolis, Ilicak Necropolis, Diizce
Necropolis) (Ungér et al., 2024, pp. 415-434; Séylemez, 2025, pp. 379-392) and Oguzeli (Dagbag:
Necropolis, Yalnizbag Necropolis). Typological similarities can also be observed in arcosolium tombs

° The research conducted at the Yarimca Necropolis Site was carried out with the permission of the Ministry of
Culture and Tourism, within the scope of the project titled 'The Iron Age in Gaziantep Province and Its Districts'
(Project No: YA012703[2022]). The surface survey at the Yarimca Necropolis was directed by Ibrahim Ungor and
included participation by Beyazit Séylemez, Gokhan Kalmis, Merve Ozyigit, Ridvan Torun, and Fuat Lebe, the
official representative of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism. Financial support for this project (SBA-2020-737)
was provided by the Erzincan Binali Yildirim University Scientific Research Projects Coordination Unit. Ungér
et al. 2024, 415-434.
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documented during surveys in Araban (Fistiklidag Necropolis), Sehitkamil (Goksiinciik, Karahdytik,
Topdemir, Tuglu, Kadiyeri, Ogiimsdgiit, and Humamz necropolises)'’, and Sahinbey (Taslica
Necropolis). Comparable examples of these tombs can also be found beyond the Gaziantep region.

There are burial chambers with dromos, steps and arcosolium in the Turus Rock Tombs
(Erarslan, 2001, pp. 263—72 )in the Commagene Region, Yukar1 S6giitlii Necropolis (Zeyrek, 2007),
Sanlurfa Sogmatar Necropolis (Albayrak, 2021) and Kale Etegi Necropolis (Albayrak, 2017). There
are also arcosolium tombs similar to those in the Yarimca Necropolis in Phrigia, Cilicia Tracheia
(Scarborough Er, 1991; Kortanoglu, 2006, pp. 34-35), Olba (Erten, 2005, pp. 11-22), Isaura (Doganay,
2009, p. 304), Lykia (Schweyer, 2002; Cevik, 2021, p. 163) and Pamphylia (Baldiran and Pehlivan,
2022, pp. 153-68). This reveals that the Yarimca Necropolis has a unique but representative place within
the regional funerary architecture. All of the burial chambers in the Yarimca Necropolis that have not
been sealed with soil fill feature entrances with stairways and a dromos. Although the exact number
cannot be determined due to the filling, it is understood that there were an average of five staircases
providing access to the tomb chambers. The tombs were carved into the main rock from the ground
down. These tombs, which have a unity in terms of their general structure, have a single-room plan.
There are slots for the monoblock covers that close the entrance doors of some of the tombs (tombs
numbered 1, 2, 6, 7 and 10). Pieces of these stones, which were understood to have been destroyed by
tomb robbers and which covered the entrance door, can be seen at the tomb entrance and inside the tomb
chamber. According to the shape of the lid slot, which generally opens to the left side of the tomb door,
these lids must have been a flat and cylindrical monoblock stone in the shape of a millstone that can
move within the slot'". It is possible to see beautiful examples of these cylindrical lids that closed the
entrance to the tomb chamber in Doliche (Ergeg, 1995, p. 117; Schiitte-Maischatz and Winter, 2004).
The entrance door of the tomb chambers is a size that a person can easily enter, and is approximately
0,60 x 0,60 m. At the end of the stairs made of rock steps, there is an area in front of the door that
provides access to the tomb chambers. In all tombs, after the door entrance, there is one more step down
into the tomb chamber. The Yarimca tombs, which have a very plain appearance, do not have any
decorative elements similar to those in the Tuglu-Bilek rock paintings and Uggél rock paintings,
especially in the walls of the ancient city of Zeugma in the Gaziantep region. Apart from arcosolia and
klinai, there are a few architectural arrangements in a few tombs (the triangular shaped lamp niche in
tomb no. 11). Generally, there are arcosolia on the walls directly opposite the tomb entrance door and
on the right and left sides of the entrance. Within these arched niches, there are tombs varying in number
from one to three, depending on the size of the burial chamber. These single-room burial chambers are
designed for two, four, six and twelve people.

It is understood that all tombs within the necropolis were damaged and looted during different
periods. Examination could not be carried out in tomb chambers that were partially or completely sealed
(Figs. 7,9, 10, 11, 12, 15, 16). Consequently, no evidence regarding potential grave goods placed in the
tombs could be obtained, and definitive information on this matter remains unavailable. Arcosolium-
type tombs, a common practice in ancient burial traditions, were observed to be meticulously constructed
in all chambers that could be accessed. Furthermore, small sacrificial pits were identified throughout the
necropolis, which are believed to have been used for offerings during or after burial ceremonies. In
addition, the local limestone bedrock appears to have been utilized as a quarry.

101n 2024, a research team led by the author of this study documented arcosolium tombs with stepped entrances
in the Yarimca Necropolis that are typologically similar to previously identified examples. Reports on the
examined underground chamber tombs with arcosolia were submitted to the General Directorate of Cultural
Heritage and Museums, and preparations for publication are currently underway.

' In the Yiicedren tombs, dated to the Hellenistic-Roman period and located in eastern Cilicia, the doorways
providing access to the burial chambers are rectangular in shape, similar to those in Yarimca. However, in
Yiicedren, the door slabs—many of which were found in situ—consist of rectangular limestone blocks slightly
larger than the door openings, used to seal the entrances (Senyurt, Akcay and Kamis, 2006).
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One of the most remarkable features of the necropolis area is a sanctuary located just northeast of
the cemetery, where the rock surface has been flattened to create a relief depicting Demeter'?. On the
north-facing facade of the rock mass, Demeter is shown holding a torch in her right hand and a bundle
of ears of grain in her left'®. An eagle is positioned to her right. Although the eagle’s head—whose body
is depicted frontally—is completely destroyed, it remains unclear whether it was originally shown in
profile. However, based on the composition, it can be assumed that the eagle’s head was rendered in
profile, facing left toward the figure of Demeter. Demeter herself faces toward the torch in her right
hand and the eagle beside her. The rock block bearing the reliefs has been significantly flattened and
subjected to modifications, suggesting that it may have served as an altar niche. In front of the relief-
bearing rock stands a platform associated with the cultic function of the site. Due to the accessibility of
the location, the reliefs have suffered extensive damage from treasure hunters. The head of the eagle to
Demeter’s right has been completely destroyed. Similarly, the head of the Demeter figure and the torch
in her right hand have also been damaged. Several holes—presumably drilled for the placement of
explosives—are visible on the rock surface. The depiction of Demeter is incomplete below the waist.
While the damage to her head obscures details such as her hairstyle and headdress, the pleated dress and
the sash tied around her waist are still clearly discernible.

There is no doubt that relief depicting Demeter holding a torch and a bundle of grain,
accompanied by an eagle, carved into the main rock of the quarry within the necropolis, is directly
associated with the funerary context of the site. The presence of an altar niche carved into the same rock
block and a platform constructed in front of it further indicate that this area functioned as a ritual space.
Given that the figure in the relief'is identified as Demeter, it is plausible to interpret the eagle as a symbol
of Zeus. In funerary iconography, the eagle is frequently understood as a symbol of the deification or
transcendence of the deceased, as exemplified at Adamkayalar'®. Similar representations have been
observed in Phrygia, [saura, and Lycaonia, with a notable regional parallel in Zeugma (Yaman, 2019,
Figs. 27-28), as well as at Sogmatar and the Buyuk Karakuyu Necropolis in Yavuzeli (Celik and
Albayrak, 2019). In the Biiylik Karakuyu Necropolis, an eagle figure appears next to seven human
portraits on the entrance fagade of a tomb chamber, suggesting that the motif was an established element
of local mortuary cult practices (Ungor, et al. pp. 415-434). Moreover, the frequent discovery of tomb
stelac bearing eagle imagery during the Zeugma excavations reinforces the symbolic connection
between the eagle and funerary beliefs in the region. Apart from the example at Yarimca, there is no
known instance in which Demeter is represented in conjunction with an eagle. The most widely known
myth associated with Demeter concerns the abduction of her daughter Persephone (Kore) by Hades, the
god of the underworld (Graves, 2017).

Demeter's relentless search for her daughter and her efforts to retrieve her from the underworld
became emblematic of the existential struggle between life and death. This symbolic narrative may
explain the presence of the Demeter relief in the Yarimca Necropolis, especially considering the
tradition of placing busts or representations of the goddess in funerary contexts.

12 In Homer’s epics, Demeter, referred to as the “beautiful-haired” and the “blonde goddess,” is regarded as a
symbol of fertility. The abduction of her daughter Persephone by Hades constitutes one of the central narratives
explaining the seasonal cycle in mythology: the four months Persephone spends in the underworld symbolize
winter, while her return to the earth represents spring. In commemoration of this myth, eight major festivals were
celebrated throughout the Greek world, and numerous temples dedicated to Demeter were constructed, particularly
in Western Anatolia. Moreover, the cult of the Anatolian Mother Goddess served as an important source of
inspiration for the formation of the great goddesses of the Hellenic pantheon (Bosch, 1937, p. 6, footnote 162;
Anabolu, 1988, pp. 121-140; Erhat, 1996, pp. 85-86; Isik, 2019, pp. 386-387).

13 Blomer draws attention to the remarkable parallels between the deity depicted in this unpretentious relief at the
stone quarry and ancient Eastern gods (Blomer, 2019).

14 The eagle became the emblem of the Roman legions starting from the time of Gaius Marius, one of the prominent
figures of the Roman Republic. However, since no legion was stationed in Cilicia, it is assumed that such
depictions were inspired by representations on coins and subsequently transferred onto rock surfaces (Durugoniil,
1989, p. 106). Nonetheless, it is known that the Roman Legio IV Scythica was stationed in Zeugma, located
approximately 33 km southeast of the Yarimca Necropolis.
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Tomb No. 1: It is a tomb with a dromos accessed by a staircase carved into the bedrock. The
entrance to the burial chamber is mostly obstructed by earth fill and the roots of a naturally grown tree.
The interior of the chamber is partially visible through a 0.60 m-wide opening. The outer dimensions of
the tomb structure measure 1.30 x 2.55 m. The number of steps in the staircase cannot be determined
due to the accumulated earth. To the left of the entrance to the burial chamber, there is a niche. Opposite
the entrance, there is a three-couch arcosolium, which is extremely rare in the region, and on either side
of it are tombs featuring arcosolia and klinai. A narrow corridor, just wide enough for a person to pass
through, separates these two tombs. The tomb consists of a single chamber, with an entrance oriented to
the east, as is common in the area.Since access to the tomb is difficult and potentially dangerous, the
interior has remained relatively well preserved and shows minimal signs of destruction.

Fig. 4. Tomb No. 1

Tomb No. 2. Since the entrance is largely blocked by earth fill, the stair steps and the dromos,
which we believe to have existed in this tomb as in the others, cannot be observed.. Directly opposite
the entrance of the burial chamber is an arcosolium, with two additional tombs located on either side of
it. The exterior dimensions of the tomb structure measure approximately 1.00 X 2.52 m. The entrance to
the single-chambered tomb, measuring 0.30 % 0.70 m, is oriented to the east.
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2NOLU MEZAR PLAN

Fig. 5. Tomb No. 2

Tomb No. 3: The stepped dromos that provides access to the burial chamber is likewise blocked
by earth fill; therefore, the entrance dimensions cannot be measured precisely. Access to the tomb
chamber is provided through an opening measuring 0.57 x 0.87 m. The chamber itself measures 1.15 x
2.70 m. As with the other tombs in the area, the entrance is oriented to the east. Within the single-
chambered tomb are three arcosolia, each incorporating a kline. One arcosolium is located directly
opposite the entrance, while the others are situated to its right and left; all three are of equal dimensions.
The ceiling of the chamber is well leveled. However, all three funerary beds within the arcosolia have
been destroyed.

()

3 NO'LU MEZAR GORUNUS
0 m

Fig. 6. Tomb No. 3
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Tomb No. 4: The tomb chamber could not be accessed, as the entrance was completely blocked
by earth fill and a fig tree growing directly at the threshold. The door opening to the chamber measures
0.55 x 0.82 m. It was observed that a dromos with a staircase had been constructed to provide access to
the burial chamber. The first step of the staircase—measuring 0.15 x 0.33 x 0.77 m—remains visible at
the top of the entrance, which is otherwise covered with earth fill and wooden debris. The tomb structure
measures 2.55 x 1.30 m. Based on the dimensions of the chamber and entrance, it is estimated that this
single-chambered tomb originally contained three arcosolia

Fig. 7. Tomb No. 4

Tomb No. 5: This tomb differs in form from the other graves in the necropolis area. Due to the
earth fill, it cannot be determined whether there is any staircase providing access to the burial chamber.
The open tomb structure contains two graves, both constructed beneath a large rock block situated at the
entrance to the burial chamber. Although the chamber entrance remains open, the graves themselves are
located under the rock overhang. Because the interiors of the graves are filled with earth and the level
of destruction is considerable, their exact dimensions cannot be recorded. The outer dimensions of the
tomb structure are approximately 1.00 X 2.90 m. The tomb has been significantly destroyed, and worked
stone blocks belonging to the structure are scattered around the site

Fig. 8. Tomb No. 5
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Tomb No. 6: The entrance of this burial chamber is also almost completely blocked by earth
fill. The measurable doorway opening is 0.52 x 0.90 m. The external area of the tomb structure measures
1.10 x 2.90 m. The tomb entrance, which contains earth fill, is located 1.50 m below ground level. As
in the previously described tombs, it is suggested that this tomb also features a stepped dromos. It is not
possible to enter the burial chamber through the small opening of the entrance doorway. Worked stones,
understood to have been removed from the burial chamber, are found scattered around the chamber.

Fig. 9. Tomb No. 6

Tomb No. 7: This is one of the closed tombs in the necropolis area. Its entrance is blocked by
earth fill and stones to such an extent that entry is impossible. For this reason, the dimensions of the
tomb entrance and the interior cannot be measured. The measurable doorway opening measures 0.40 x
0.63 m. The entrance door is oriented to the east. The external area of the burial chamber measures 1.20
x 2.30 m. Despite the earth fill, it is understood that the tomb entrance lies 1.50 m below ground level.
Only a portion of the entrance doorway of the burial chamber is visible, which exhibits the same form
as the other tombs. It is understood that the tomb entrance is equipped with a stepped dromos.

Fig. 10. Tomb No. 7
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Tomb No. 8: Like tombs 6 and 7, its entrance is blocked by stone and earth fill; therefore, it is
not possible to enter the burial chamber. Although the tomb entrance is sealed by stone and earth fill, it
is also considered to have a stepped entrance with a dromos. The external area of the tomb structure
measures 1.20 x 2.50 m. Considering its similarity in both form and dimensions to the accessible tombs,
this tomb is likewise interpreted as a single-chambered burial chamber containing three arcosolia.

Tomb No. 9: The entrance doorway of the burial chamber is concealed by earth and stone fill
to such an extent that it is not visible. This tomb likewise exhibits a form similar to the other burial
chambers in the necropolis area. It is also considered to have a stepped dromos. The outer dimensions
of the tomb structure measure approximately 1.15 x 2.30 m.

A

Fig. 12. Tomb No. 9

Tomb No. 10: The upper three steps of the staircase at the entrance of the tomb are blocked by
soil fill. The dimensions of the steps—~0.25 x 0.75 x 0.22 m—are nearly identical to those observed in
other tombs. The outer dimensions of the tomb structure measure approximately 1.05 x 3.30 m. The
entrance to the tomb chamber is oriented to the east. The entrance opening to the burial chamber,
measuring 0.40 x 0.65 m, is unobstructed, allowing easy access. A diversion gutter is located above the
tomb structure to prevent water from damaging the chamber. The single-chambered tomb closely
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resembles Tomb No. 1 in terms of architectural form. On the left side of the entrance door of both burial
chambers, a carved slot is present, likely intended to hold the lid that once sealed the tomb entrance. "It
is understood that a flat, cylindrical, millstone-shaped monoblock lid once moved vertically within this
slot. The socket is currently filled with stones that evidently belong to the tomb structure. Inside the
burial chamber, there is an arcosolium directly opposite the entrance, with additional arcosolia located
to the right and left of it. Each arcosolium originally contained three klines. However, it is clear that the
klines have suffered significant damage. The interior of the chamber is now filled with stones resulting
from the destruction of these klines. Despite this, the floor of the burial chamber appears to have been
carefully leveled.

10 NO'LU MEZAR PLAN VE KESIT

Fig. 13. Tomb No. 10

Tomb No. 11: This tomb differs from the others in the necropolis in terms of its architectural
form. Although it features an entrance with a staircase similar to the others, it does not have a closed
burial chamber. Instead, in this open-entrance structure, the tombs were carved into the right and left
walls of the entrance passage, as observed in Tomb No. 5. One of these opposing arcosolia, located
along the long sides, has its upper section exposed due to extensive destruction. At the end of the
staircase—comprising four visible steps due to soil fill—the opposite wall was leveled, and a small
triangular niche (0.20 x 0.16 m), possibly intended as an altar or oil lamp holder, was carved into the
rock. This type of niche is unique within the Yarimca Necropolis; however, a similar example was
documented in 2024 during surveys in the Goksiinciik Necropolis area in the Sehitkamil district of
Gaziantep.
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Tomb No. 12: The entrance of the tomb is almost completely blocked by earth and stone fill.
As observed in several other tombs, a fig tree is growing at the entrance to the burial chamber. Scattered
around the tomb are worked stone fragments that appear to be associated with the original structure.
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Tomb No. 13: As with Tomb No. 12, the entrance of this tomb is also blocked by earth fill..
Nevertheless, the exposed portion indicates that the tomb shares the same architectural form as the others
featuring a staircase and a dromos entrance. The outer dimensions of the tomb structure measure
approximately 0.80 x 3.00 m.
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Fig. 18. Yarimca Quarry and Cult Area Drawing
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Fig. 19. Aerial Photograph of Yarimca Necropolis Area

Conclusion

The underground chamber tombs in the Yarimca Necropolis represent some of the finest examples
of arcosolium chamber tombs in Southeastern Anatolia—an architectural tradition particularly prevalent
in Syria and Palestine within the Eastern Mediterranean (Erge¢ and Wagner, 2000, pp. 88; al-Muheisen,
2008; Klein, 2015; de Jong, 2017, p. 316; Erlich, 2024). The necropolis is a significant archaeological
site that offers valuable insights into the architectural, cultural, and iconographic characteristics of
Roman-period rock-cut tombs in the southern Commagene region. The 13 arcosolium tombs identified
during this research exhibit typological parallels with other Roman necropolises in Gaziantep and its
surrounding areas, particularly in terms of plan types, entrance orientation, and interior arrangements.
The recurring architectural elements—such as an eastern entrance, single chamber layout, dromos, and
arcosolia—indicate a degree of standardization in burial practices across the region.

The destruction of a significant portion of the graves in the necropolis by treasure hunters has
resulted in the loss of critical archaecological data, including organic remains and grave goods. Despite
this, analysis of the structural features and grave plans indicates that the tombs were designed to
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accommodate multiple burials, reflecting communal or familial use. Furthermore, variations in
architectural details suggest that social stratification was expressed through tomb construction. In
particular, the presence of slots intended for monoblock lids in some graves highlights the importance
placed on the security and protection of the burials.

The most distinctive feature that sets the Yarimca Necropolis apart from other Roman
necropolises in the region is the presence of a cult area located in the northeastern part of the site. Reliefs
of Demeter and an eagle carved directly into the bedrock indicate that the necropolis functioned not only
as a burial ground but also as a sacred space where religious rituals were performed. The association of
Demeter with fertility and agricultural abundance, and the eagle with the deification and exaltation of
the deceased, offers valuable insight into the ideological foundations of Roman death cults. These
symbolic elements provide critical evidence for understanding the spiritual and ceremonial dimensions
of burial practices in the region.

These findings demonstrate that the Yarimca Necropolis is not only of regional significance but
also represents a noteworthy example of Roman Imperial funerary architecture and burial practices in
Anatolia. When considered collectively, the architectural features, iconographic elements, and evidence
of cult practices suggest that the necropolis was in use from the 3rd century BCE to the 3rd century CE.
This study not only underscores the archaeological and cultural importance of the Yarimca Necropolis,
but also contributes meaningfully to our broader understanding of Roman burial traditions in
Southeastern Anatolia.
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TURKCE SURUM

Giris

Cenaze torenleri ve mezarlar ¢ok erken dénemlerden itibaren her toplumda oldugu gibi Roma
toplumunda da 6nemli ve kutsal sayillmistir. Cenaze merasimleri ve 6zenle hazirlanmis mezar yapilari
olen kisiye saygi ve sevginin bir ifadesi olarak degerlendirilmistir. Oliimden sonraki hayat inancina
sahip Roma toplumunda sinifsal ayrima uygun bir sekilde cenaze tdrenleri diizenlenmis ve mezar
mimarisi gelistirilmistir'>. Toplumun alt kesimine mensup insanlar genellikle basit toprak mezarlara
gomiiliirken {ist siniflara ait insanlar ekonomik durumuna paralel olarak gdsterisli oda mezarlarda lahit
icerisinde gdmiilmiislerdir. Roma diinyasinda 6lii gdmme geleneginin temelini inhumasyon olusturur.
Ancak On Iki Levha Kanunlari’nda yer alan hiikiimler, MO 5. yiizyilda kremasyonun da inhumasyon
ile birlikte uygulanmaya devam ettigini ortaya koymaktadir. Bu gémme geleneklerinin yani sira
Roma’ya yabanci oldugu anlasilan ve Misir etkisiyle ortaya ¢ikan mumyalama da bedeni
onurlandirmanin bir yolu olarak kabul edilmistir (Dunand ve Lichtenberg, 2006). Mezar yapilari da 6lii
gdmme yoOntemine uygun bir bigimde 6zenle ve belirli standartlar dikkate alinarak olusturulmustur.
Bedenin sonsuza kadar dinlenecegi yer olan bu mezarlar 6len kisinin sosyal statiisiine ve ekonomik refah
diizeyine uygun olarak insa edilmistir. Her ne kadar yasalarla fakir halkin dliilerini ¢ope ya da agik alana
atarak ciiriimesini saglamasi yasaklanmigsa da cumhuriyet doneminin sonlarmmda ve imparatorluk
déneminde halkin bu yasaya ¢ok uymadig anlasiimaktadir'®. Latince giivercin anlamia gelen columba
kelimesinden tiiretilen columbarium da dzellikle Roma’da yaygin olarak kullanilan mezar tiiriidiir'’. Bu
mezarlar daha ¢ok toplumun zengin kesimleri tarafindan kendileri ve hizmetgileri i¢in yer altinda inga
ettirdikleri tonozlu mekanlarda iist {iste birkag sira halinde yakilan 6liiye ait kiillerin bulundugu kaplarin
yerlestirildigi bir mezar yapisidir (Borbonus, 2014). Anadolu’da Roma o6ncesi dénemde Frigya ve
Likya’nin yani sira Demir Cagi’'nda Van merkezli bir krallik kuran Urartularda goriilen khamosorion
olarak anilan kayaya oyulan mezarlar da Roma toplumunda tercih edilmistir. Bunlar bazen ana kayanin
oyulmasiyla lahit bi¢imi verilerek olusturulurken bazen de anitsal boyutta ev ya da tapmak cephesine
sahip olabilmektedir. Bunlarin disinda lahit, osteotheke, mausoleum, heroon, kenotaf, kiremit-tugla
mezarlar da Roma’nin farkli donemlerinde ve bolgelerinde tercih edilmis mezar tiirleridir (Cevik, 2000;
Kortanoglu, 2006).

Roma mezar geleneginde 6n plana ¢ikan bir tiir de yer alti mezar odalaridir. Anadolu’da kayay1
oyarak mezar agma gelenegini ilk olarak MO 9. yy’da Urartular baslatmistir. Bu oda mezar mimarisi
Frigler araciligtyla baska kiiltiirlere aktarilmistir'® (Cevik, 2000). Kaya mezarlar1 bu kiiltiirlerin kendi

15 Roma toplumunda 6liimden sonra bir hayat inanci olmasindan dolay1 geg donemlerde mezara yiyecek birakilmig
ve libasyon yapilmistir. Yiyecek, icecek ve parfiimlerin mezara akitilmasi amaciyla 6zel olarak tasarlanmig
borularin konuldugu ya da yiyecek ve iceceklerin konulacagi ayri bélmelerin yapildigi birtakim mezarlar
bulunmaktadir (Toynbee, 1971, s. 136).

16 Latince “putei=gukur” kelimesinden tiiretilen ve genellikle sehir surlarinin diginda kiigiik gukur anlamina gelen
“puticuli” igerisine atilan ceset burada ¢ilirlimeye birakilmistir . Genellikle yoksullarin ve ucuz koélelerin cesetleri
bu tiir ¢ukurlarda ¢lirlimeye terk edilmistir (Hopkins, 1983, s. 207-208; Kyle, 2012, s. 165).

17 Columbarium mezar tiiriiniin ortaya ¢ikmasinda baskent Roma basta olmak iizere kentlerin niifusunun artmasi
ve gevredeki arazi fiyatlarmin yiikselmesi 6nemli bir faktér olmustur. Roma toplumu bu sorunlar iilkede yaygin
bir hale gelecek olan toplu mezar odalar1 yaparak ¢dzmeye c¢alismistir. Bu mezarlarda bazen aile bireyleri ve
onlarm koleleri olabilirken bazen de aralarinda herhangi bir kan bagi bulunmayan belirli mesleklere (kumas ve
kereste tiiccari, demirci, giimiiscii, bek¢i vb.) mensup kisiler de olabilmektedir. Bu konudaki baglica bilgi
kaynagimiz mezar yazitlaridir. Bu tiir toplu mezarlarin kendisi i¢in bir cenaze toreni diizenleyecek akrabasi ya da
cenaze toreni i¢in yeterli parasi olmayan insanlarin endiselerini de gidermeye yardimer oldugu anlasiimaktadir
(Hopkins, 1983, s. 212-123; Borbonus, 2014, s. 116-133).

¥ Dogu Anadolu’daki tek odali ve gok odali kaya mezarlari ve bunlarin kokenleri ile ilgili bilgi igin bkz. Koroglu,
2008, s. 21-38; Biber ve Erdogan, 2018.
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geleneklerinde cesitlenerek zenginlesmistir. Bu mezarlar ¢ok pratik ve giivenli oldugu icin her bolgede
ve donemde yogun bir sekilde tercih edilmistir'’.

Bugiin Giineydogu Anadolu Boélgesi’nin 6nemli sehirlerinden biri olan Gaziantep, Roma
doneminde en parlak zamanlarmi yasamistir. Roma’nin Suriye ve Afrika’ya ulagim yolu iizerinde
bulunan Gaziantep’te Doliche (Diiliikk), Zeugma ve Nicopolis (Nigolu/Islahiye) gibi Roma dénemini
yansitan baslica yerlesimler 6n plana ¢ikmaktadir’®. Bu merkezlerin yan1 sira Gaziantep bolgesinde
yiiriitiilen kazi ve yiizey aragtirmalari, Roma Dénemi’ne ait ¢ok sayida yerlesim, nekropol ve islik
alanini ortaya koymustur. Bu genel gerceve igerisinde, Yavuzeli*! ilgesine bagli Yarimca’da tespit edilen
arcosoliumlu ve klineli mezarlar, Doliche, Zeugma ve Nicopolis gibi merkezlerde belirlenen benzer
orneklerle birlikte degerlendirildiginde 6zellikle dikkat gekmektedir®.

Amag

Bu ¢aligmanin temel amaci, Gaziantep ili Yavuzeli ilgesi sinirlarinda yer alan ve Roma dénemine
tarihlenen Yarimca Nekropol Alani’ndaki kaya mezarlarinin mimari, tipolojik ve sembolik dzelliklerini
sistematik bigimde inceleyerek, bolgedeki 6lii gdmme gelenekleri hakkinda kapsamli bilgi sunmaktir.
Yarimca Nekropolii, Gliney Kommagene bdlgesinin Roma donemine ait mezar mimarisi agisindan
Ozgiin orneklerini barindirmakta olup, 6zellikle arcosolium tipi mezar yapilari, kiilt alanlar1 ve sunak
diizenlemeleriyle dikkat ¢ekmektedir. Bu baglamda, nekropol alaninda bulunan mezarlarin i¢ ve dig
mimari 6zellikleri, 6li gomme pratikleri ve ikonografik unsurlar agisindan degerlendirilerek, Roma
donemi olii kiiltiiyle olan iligkileri ortaya konulmaktadir. Ayrica nekropol alaninin kuzeydogusunda yer
alan ve Demeter ve kartal figiirlerinin yer aldig kiilt alani, bélgenin dini inanislar ve ritiiel uygulamalari
baglamida yorumlanarak nekropol ile olan baglar agiklanmaya calisilmaktadir. Nihai olarak, bu
calisma ile Yarimca Nekropolii’niin Roma dénemi Anadolu defin gelenekleri igerisindeki yeri ve 6nemi
belirlenerek literatiire katki saglanmas1 amaglanmaktadir.

19 Anadolu’da Roma oda mezar gelenegi ierisinde arcosoliumlu ya da loculuslu olanlar dikkat gekmektedir. Ustii
kemerli mezar hiicreleri olarak tanimlanan “arcosolium”, Latince arcus (kemer/yay) ile aolium (mezar/tabut)
kelimelerinin birlesmesiyle olusturulmustur. Iclerine lahit ya da urne konulan iizeri kemer formunda oyulmus bu
mezar ¢esidi Roma Donemi’nde baskent Roma’dan tiim Akdeniz’e yayilmistir. Anadolu’da Phrygia, Psidia, Lykia,
Pamphylia, Lykaonia, Isauria, Galatia, Kilikia ve Kommagene boélgelerinde arcosoliumlu mezarlarin giizel
ornekleri bulunmaktadir. Genis bir cografyada gesitli tekniklerle yapilmis olan arcosoliumlu oda mezarlarin ortaya
¢ikis1 hakkinda detayli bilgi i¢in bkz. Machatschek, 1967; Alfoldi-Rosenbaum, 1971.

20 Doliche kenti, Jiipiter Dolichenus tanrisinin anayurdu olmasi bakimindan da énem tagimaktadir Sanders, 1902;
Erge¢ ve Wagner, 2000, s. 85-92.

2! Gaziantep il smirlarinda bulunan Yavuzeli, Giineydogu Anadolu Bolgesi’nin Orta Firat Boliimii’nde yer alir.
flge kuzeyden Araban (Gaziantep), batidan Pazarcik (Kahramanmaras), giineybatidan Sehitkamil (Gaziantep),
giineyden Nizip (Gaziantep) ve dogudan da Halfeti (Sanlurfa) ile ¢evrilidir. Yavuzeli Ovast’nin en 6énemli su
kaynag1 ilgenin giineyinden gegerek Firat Nehri’ne ulasan Merziman Cayr’dir. Yavuzeli Ovasi’nda bu ¢ayin
gectigi alanlarda egimin azalmasina bagli olarak tarim i¢in verimli aliivyal topraklar ortaya ¢ikmistir. Ova’nin
genis bir boliimil bozkir bitki ortiisti ile kapli olmakla birlikte yiikseltinin arttig1 alanlarda ¢ayir, mera ve orman
ortiisii goriilmektedir. Ova’nin kuzeyinde bulunan Karadag, Yavuzeli Ovasi ile Araban Ovasi’ni bir duvar gibi
ayirmaktadir. Bu dag tizerindeki gegit Yavuzeli Ovasi’n1 Araban Ovasi ile Adiyaman’a baglamaktadir (Kalelioglu,
1986).

22 Giiney Kommagene bolgesinin 6n plana ¢ikan nekropollerinden Doliche ve Zeugma’daki arcosoliumlu mezarlar
Hellenistik Dénem’den Dogu Roma Doénemi’ne kadar tarihlendirilmektedir (Ergeg, 2003, s. 33; Yaman, 2019, s.
139). Yukan Sogiitlii Nekropolii’ndeki benzer forma sahip arcosoliumlu mezarlarin ilk evresi Geg¢ Hellenistik
Donem’e tarihlenirken Islahiye (Nikopolis)’deki Cergili Nekropoliindeki mezarlar MO I1. yiizy1l ile MS 1. ve MS
11 yiizyillar arasina tarihlendirilmistir (Ungér, 2024).
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Yontem

Caligma, 2007 y1linda arkeolojik sit alan1 olarak tescillenen Yarimca Nekropolii’nde, 2022 yilinda
gergeklestirilen ylizey arastirmalar1 kapsaminda yiiriitilmiigtiir. Arastirma siirecinde, yiizey arastirmast,
mimari belgeleme, 6lgiimleme ve tipolojik analiz yontemleri kullanilmigtir. Oncelikle nekropol alaninda
gozle goriilebilir durumda olan mezar yapilar tespit edilmis ve her birinin konumu, dig boyutlari, giris
acikliklar1 ve i¢ mekan diizenlemeleri kayit altina alinmistir. Girisi agik olan mezar odalar1 dogrudan
incelenmis, merdivenli dromos yapilari, arcosolium nisleri ve klineler detayli bigcimde belgelenmistir.
Girisi kapal1 olan mezarlarda ise tist yapinin formu ve gevresel izler iizerinden planlama yapisi hakkinda
cikarimlarda bulunulmustur. Ayrica nekropoliin kuzeydogusundaki tas ocaginda yer alan kiilt alan1 da
detayli bicimde incelenmis, Demeter ve kartal kabartmalar1 yerinde gozlemlenmis, fotograflanmis ve
illiistrasyonlarla desteklenmistir. Bu ikonografik unsurlarin anlami, bolgedeki benzer 6rnekler ve antik
donem dini inaniglariyla karsilagtirmali olarak degerlendirilmistir.

Bulgular

Bu ¢aligmada 2007 yilinda 1. Derece arkeolojik sit alan1 olarak tescillenen ve 2022 yilinda 1.
Ungor baskanliginda yiiriitiilen Gaziantep Ili ve Ilgelerinde Demir Cag1 Yiizey Arastirmalar1 projesi
kapsaminda detayli bir sekilde incelenen Yarimca nekropol alam ele alinmistir®. Nekropol alani,
Yarimca mahallesinin 1,75 km giineybatisinda, Yarimca-Kekliktepe (Sultan Murat Yolu) karayolunun
hemen giineyinde yer almaktadir. Kaya mezarlar biiyiik bir kismi kalker ana kaya ile kapl bir tepenin
gilineye bakan yamacinda daginik halde bulunmaktadir. Bu kalkerli alandaki ana kayalarin tas ocagi
olarak kullanildig1 anlagilmaktadir. Yarimca mahallesi, kuzeydeki dogu bati dogrultulu Karadag ile
giineydeki kaya mezarlarinin da bulundugu daglik bdlge arasinda bir vadide yer almaktadir. Tarimsal
acidan zengin bu bolgenin su ihtiyaci Yarimca mahallesinin 17 km dogusundaki Firat nehrine ulasan
derelerden saglanmaktadir. Kaya mezarlarinin bulundugu tepenin kuzeyinden gegen karayolu sayesinde
ulagim rahat bir sekilde saglanmaktadir. Yarimca Nekropol Alani oda mezarlari, nisler ve kiilt alanindan
olusmaktadir. Arastirma sonucunda, Yarimca Nekropolii’nde girisleri dogudan olan 13 adet tek odali
kaya mezar1 tespit edilmistir. Bunlardan bir kisminmn girisi toprak ve tas dolgu ile kapatilmig
durumdadir. Girisi agik olan mezarlarin bazilarinin tahrip edildigi goriilmiistiir. Mezar odasina girisler
degisen sayilarda kaya basamakli merdivenlerle saglanmaktadir. Bazilari tamamen bazilari kismen agik
olan merdivenlerin basamaklar1 toprak dolgu sebebiyle goriilmemektedir. Ancak girisin rampali
formundan bu mezar odalarina da merdivenle inildigi anlagilmaktadir. Girisi agik olan mezar odalarinda
sayilari 1 ile 3 arasinda degisen arcosoliumlu ve klineli 6lii yataklar1 bulunmaktadir. Mezar odalarinda
bulunan bu arcosoliumlar ve klinelerden bazilar1 tahrip edilmistir. Nekropol alanindaki bes mezar
odasinin giris kapisini kapatan silindirik monoblok taglara ait yuvalar bulunmaktadir. Ancak in-situ
durumda herhangi bir kapaga rastlanmamistir. Kapaklara ait oldugu anlasilan pargalar mezar odasinin
giris kapis1 yakinlarinda ya da mezar odasinin i¢inde daginik halde bulunmustur.

Yarimca Nekropoliindeki arcosoliumlu mezarlar 2021-2024 yillarinda Islahiye (Cergili
Nekropolii, Tepeobast Nekropol Alani) (Ungor, 2015, s. 2-30; Ungér, 2024, s. 745-70), Yavuzeli
(Mandolu Nekropolii, Biiyiik Karakuyu Nekropolii, Ilicak Nekropolii, Diizce Nekropolii) (Ungor vd.
2024, s. 415-434), Oguzeli (Dagbag1 Nekropolii, Yalnizbag Nekropolil), Araban (Fistiklidag
Nekropolii), Sehitkamil (Goksiinciik, Karahdyiik, Topdemir, Tuglu, Kadiyeri, Ogiimsdgiit ve Humaniz
nekropolleri)** ve Sahinbey (Taslica Nekropolii) ilgelerinde yapilan yiizey arastirmalarinda tespit edilen

23 Yarimca Nekropol Alani’nda yiiriitiilen aragtirmalar, Kiiltiir ve Turizm Bakanhigi’nin izni ile “Gaziantep ili ve
ilcelerinde "Demir Cag1" adli [Proje Numarasi-YA012703(2022)] proje kapsaminda gerceklestirilmistir. Ibrahim
Ungor baskanhginda Yarimca Nekropoliinde yiiriitiilen yiizey arastirmasina Beyazit Soylemez, Gokhan Kalmus,
Merve Ozyigit ve Ridvan Torun ile Kiiltiir ve Turizm Bakanlig1 temsilcisi Fuat Lebe katilmistir. Erzincan Binali
Yildirim Universitesi Bilimsel Arastirma Projeleri Koordinatorliigii tarafindan, SBA-2020-737 No.lu bu projeye
finansal destek saglanmustir (Ungdr et al. 2024, s. 415-434).

24 Bu ¢alismanin yazarinin bagkanligindaki bir ekip tarafindan 2024 yilinda yapilan aragtirmalarda Yarimca
Nekropolii’ndeki mezarlarla tipolojik agidan benzer arcosoliumlu, merdiven basamakli mezarlar tespit edilerek
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arcosoliumlu mezarlar ile tipolojik acidan benzerlik gdstermektedir. Bu mezarlarin Gaziantep disinda
da yakin benzerlerini gérmek miimkiindiir. Kommagene Bolgesi’ndeki Turus Kaya Mezarlari (Erarslan,
2001, s. 263-72), Yukar1 Sogiitlii Nekropolii (Zeyrek, 2007), Sanliurfa Sogmatar Nekropolii (Albayrak,
2021) ile Kale Etegi Nekropolii’'nde (Albayrak, 2017) dromoslu merdiven basamakli ve arcosoliumlu
mezar odalar1 bulunmaktadir. Ayrica Phrigia, Daglik Kilikya (Scarborough Er, 1991; Kortanoglu, 2006,
s. 34-35), Olba (Erten, 2005, s. 11-22), isaura (Doganay, 2009, s. 304), Lykia (Schweyer, 2002; Cevik,
2021, s. 163) ve Pamphylia’da (Baldiran ve Pehlivan, 2022) da Yarimca Nekropolii’ndekilere benzer
arcosoliumlu mezarlar bulunmaktadir. Bu durum, Yarimca Nekropolii’niin bolgesel mezar mimarisi
icinde 0zglin ama temsil edici bir yere sahip oldugunu ortaya koymaktadir. Yarimca Nekropol
alanindaki toprak dolguyla kapanmamis olan mezar odalarmin hepsinin girisi merdivenli ve
dromosludur. Dolgu sebebiyle tam olarak sayisi tespit edilememekle birlikte mezar odalarina girisi
saglayan ortalama bes merdiven basamagi bulundugu anlasilmaktadir. Mezarlar zeminden asagiya
dogru ana kaya oyularak yapilmistir. Genel yapisi itibariyle bir biitiinliiglin gortildiigii bu mezarlar tek
odal1 bir plana sahiptir. Bazi1 mezarlarin (1, 2, 6, 7 ve 10 no.lu mezarlar) giris kapisini kapatan monoblok
kapaklara ait yuva bulunmaktadir. Mezar soyguncular1 tarafindan yok edildigi anlasilan giris kapisini
kapatan bu taslara ait pargalar mezar girisinde ve mezar odasi iglerinde goriilebilmektedir. Genellikle
mezar kapisinin sol kenarina agilan kapak yuvasinin formundan anlasildigina gére bu kapaklar yuva
icinde hareket edebilen degirmen tasi seklinde yass1 ve silindirik bir tas olmalidir”®. Mezar odas1 girisini
kapatan bu silindirik kapaklarin giizel 6rneklerini Doliche’de gérmek miimkiindiir (Ergeg, 1995, s. 117;
Schiitte-Maischatz and Winter, 2004). Mezar odalarinin giris kapisi bir insanin rahatlikla girebilecegi
boyutta olup ortalama 0,60x0,60 m civarindadir. Kaya basamaklarindan olugan merdivenlerin sonunda
mezar odalarina girisi saglayan kapi oniinde bir alan bulunmaktadir. Biitiin mezarlarda kap1 girisinden
sonra mezar odasinin i¢ine bir basamak kadar daha inilmektedir. Olduk¢a sade goriiniime sahip olan
Yarimca mezarlarinda Gaziantep bolgesinde basta Zeugma Antik kenti duvarlar1 olmak iizere Tuglu-
Bilek kaya resimleri ve Uggdl Kaya resimlerindekine benzer herhangi bir bezeme unsuru
bulunmamaktadir. Arcosolium ve klinelerin disinda birkag mezarda (11 no’lu mezarda bulunan {iggen
formlu kandil nisi) az sayida mimari diizenleme bulunmaktadir. Genellikle mezar giris kapisinin tam
karsisinda ve girigin sag ve sol taraflarinda duvarlarda arcosoliumlar yer almaktadir. Bu kemerli nisler
icinde mezar odasinin boyutlarina gére sayilari bir ya da ii¢ arasinda degisen mezarlar bulunmaktadir.
Tek odal1 bu mezar odalari iki, dort, alt1 ve on iki kisilik olarak diizenlenmistir.

Nekropol alaninda bulunan tiim mezarlarin farkli donemlerde tahrip edilerek yagmalandig
anlagilmaktadir. Girisleri kismen ya da tamamen kapali durumda olan mezar odalarinda inceleme
yapilamadigindan (Sekil 7, 9, 10, 11, 12, 15, 16) mezarlara birakilmig olabilecek 6lii armaganlarina
iligkin herhangi bir bulguya ulasilamamis ve bu hususta kesin bilgi edinilememistir. Antik gdmii
geleneginde yaygin bir uygulama olan arcosolium tipindeki mezarlarin, erisim saglanabilen tim
odalarda 6zenli bir is¢ilikle insa edildigi gdzlemlenmistir. Ayrica nekropol alaninda yer yer kiigiik sunak
cukurlar tespit edilmistir. Bunlarin, defin sirasinda ya da sonrasinda gergeklestirilen merasimlerde sunu
amaciyla kullanildig1 degerlendirilmektedir. Bunun yan1 sira, alandaki kalker ana kayalarin tas ocagi
olarak da islev gordiigii anlasilmaktadir.

belgelenmistir. Incelenen arcosoliumlu yer alt1 oda mezarlari ile ilgili raporlar Kiiltiir Varliklar1 ve Miizeler Genel
Midiirliigli’ne rapor olarak sunulmus olup yaym hazirliklari devam etmektedir.

25 Dogu Kilikya’da bulunan Hellenistik-Roma dénemine tarihlenen Yiicedren mezarlarinda mezar odasina girisi
saglayan kapilar Yarimcadakiler gibi dikdortgen bigimlidir. Ancak Yiicedéren’de birgogu in-situ olarak bulunan
giris kapisinin kapatilmasini saglayan kapaklar, 6lgtileri kap1 boslugundan biraz daha fazla olan dikdortgen bigimli
kiregtasi levhalardan olugmaktadir (Senyurt vd., 2006).
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Demeter Kutsal Alam ve Ikonografi

Nekropol alaninin en dikkat ¢gekici unsurlarindan biri mezarlik alanin hemen kuzeydogusunda
kaya kiitlelerinin diizlestirilerek Demeter kabartmasi olusturduklar1 bir kutsal alandir. Kaya
kiitlelerinin kuzeye bakan cephesine sag elinde bir mesale, sol elinde de basak demeti tutan Demeter ile
onun saginda bir kartal figiirii betimlenmistir’’. Govdesi cepheden tasvir edilen kartalin bas1 tamamen
tahrip edildigi i¢in profilden olup olmadig1 anlagilamamaktadir. Ancak Demeter gibi kartalin da baginin
sola yani Demeter tasvirine doniik bir sekilde profilden yapildigini tahmin etmekteyiz. Demeter’in yiizii
sag elinde tuttugu mesaleye ve yine bu tarafta bulunan kartala dogru doniik vaziyettedir. Kabartmalarin
bulundugu kaya blogunun biiyiik oranda diizlestirildigi ve birtakim sunak nisi olarak kullanildigini
diislindiiglimiiz islemlere tabi tutuldugu anlasilmaktadir. Kaya blogunun 6niinde ise kiilt alaniyla iligkili
bir platform goze ¢arpmaktadir. Ulagimin olduke¢a kolay oldugu bir konumda bulunmasi sebebiyle de
kabartmalar defineciler tarafindan biiyiik oranda tahrip edilmistir. Ozellikle Demeter’in saginda bulunan
kartal kabartmasimin basi tamamen yok edilmistir. Ayni sekilde Demeter kabartmasinin basi ve sag
elinde tuttugu mesale de tahribata ugramistir. Kabartmalarin bulundugu kayanin muhtelif noktalarinda
definecilerin dinamit lokumu yerlestirmek i¢in actiklar anlasilan delikler bulunmaktadir. Demeter
portresinde belden asagisi da islenmemistir. Basi tahrip oldugu igin sa¢ ve baglik detaylar
anlagilamamakla birlikte pileli elbisesi ile belindeki kusagi net bir sekilde goriilebilmektedir.

Nekropol alaninin bulundugu tas ocaginin i¢inde bulunan Demeter ve kartal figiiriiniin nekropol
alaniyla iligkili olduguna siiphe yoktur. Bu figiirlerin bulundugu kaya blogunda yer alan sunak nisi ile
Onilinde yapilan bir platform burasinin bir ritiiel alani oldugunu gostermektedir. Bu kabartmada
Demeter’in betimlendigi anlagildigina gore kartalin da Zeus’u temsilen islendigi sonucuna varilabilir.
Kartal kabartmasi, genellikle Adamkayalar’da da oldugu gibi 6len kisinin tanrilagtirilmasinin bir ifadesi
olarak karsimiza ¢ikmaktadir®®. Phrigia basta olmak iizere Isaura ve Lykonia bolgelerinde sikca
karsilagilan kartal tasvirinin bu bolgedeki yakin benzeri Zeugma’da (Yaman, 2019, Fig. 27-28),
Sogmatar’da ve Yavuzeli'nde Biiylik Karakuyu nekropoliinde bulunmaktadir (Celik ve Albayrak,
2019). Biiyiik Karakuyu Nekropoliinde mezar odasinin giris kapisi lizerinde yedi adet insan portresinin
yaninda bulunan kartal tasviri bunun bdlgedeki 6lii kiiltliinde benimsenmis bir unsur oldugunu
gostermektedir (Ungodr vd., 2024, s. 415-434). Zeugma kazilarinda da Kartal tasvirli birgok mezar
stelinin bulunmus olmas1 Yarimca Nekropoliindeki kartal tasvirinin Oli kiiltiiyle iligkisini
aciklamaktadir. Yarimca'daki ornek disinda, Demeter'in bir kartal ile birlikte temsil edildigi bilinen
basgka bir 6rnek yoktur. Demeter mitlerinin en bilinen 6rnegi Demeter’in kizi Persephone (Kore) nin
Oliiler Diyar1 tanris1 Hades tarafindan kagirilmasina dair mitostur (Graves, 2017). Kizini arayip oliiler
diyarindan kurtarmak isteyen Demeter’in bu miicadelesi 6liim ile yasam arasindaki miicadelenin
sembolii haline gelmistir. Bazi mezarlarda tanriganin biistlerinin konulmasi gelenegi Yarimca
Nekropolii’'ndeki Demeter kiilt alanindaki kabartmay1 da agiklamaktadir.

26 Homeros’un destanlarinda “giizel sagli” ve “sarisin tanriga” olarak anilan Demeter, bereketin simgesidir. Kizi
Persephone’nin Hades tarafindan kagirilmasi, mitolojide mevsim dongiilerini agiklayan baslica anlatilardan biridir:
Persephone’nin yeraltinda gegirdigi dort ay kisi, yeryiiziine doniisii ise bahari temsil etmektedir. Bu olayin anisina
Yunan diinyasinda sekiz biiyiik festival diizenlenmis, Bat1 Anadolu’da ise Demeter’e adanmis bir¢ok tapinak inga
edilmistir. Anadolu Ana Tanrigas: kiiltii de Hellen panteonundaki biiyiik tanrigalarin olusumuna esin kaynagi
olmustur (Bosch, 1937, s. 6; Anabolu, 1988, s. 121-140; Erhat, 2019, s. 386-387).

27 Blomer, tas ocagindaki bu gosterissiz kabartmada tasvir edilen tanrinin eski dogu tanrilariyla olan sasirtici
derecedeki kosutluguna dikkat cekmektedir (Blomer, 2019).

28 Kartal, Roma Cumhuriyeti’nin énemli sahsiyetlerinden olan Gaius Marius déneminden itibaren Roma
lejyonlarinin amblemi olmustur. Ancak Kilikya’da higbir lejyon konuglanmadigi i¢in bunlarin sikkelerin
iizerindeki tasvirlerden esinlenerek kayalara aktarildig1 seklinde degerlendirilmistir (Durugdniil, 1989, s. 106).
Ancak Yarimca Nekropoli’niin 33 km giineydogusundaki Zeugma’da Roma’nin IV. Scythica Lejyonu’nun
konuslandirildig: bilinmektedir.
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Sekil 2. Kiilt Alan1 Demeter ve Kartal Kabartmasi

Sekil 3. Kiilt Alan1 lliistrasyon (Illiistratér Dr. Zeynep Goniilay Calimli)
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1 No.lu mezar: Kaya basamaklariyla olusturulmus bir merdivenle inilen dromoslu bir mezardir.
Mezar odasmin girisi toprak dolgu ve dogal olarak ¢ikmis agag ile biiyiik oranda kapalidir. Buradaki
0,60 m’lik bir agikliktan odanin i¢ kismi kismen goriilebilmektedir. Mezar yapisinin dis alan1 1,30x2,55
m boyutlarindadir. Toprak dolgu sebebiyle merdiven sayisi tam olarak tespit edilememistir. Mezar
odasinin girig kapisinin solunda bir nis vardir. Mezar odasinin giriginin tam karsisinda bdlgede 6rnegine
¢ok az rastlanan bir tane {i¢ yatakli arcosolium ile bunun hemen yanlarinda da yine arcosoliumlu ve
klineli mezarlar bulunmaktadir. Bu iki mezar arasinda bir insanin gegebilecegi genislikte koridor
olusturulmustur. Mezar, tek odalidir ve girisi digerleri gibi dogudandir. Mezara girisin zor ve tehlikeli
olmasindan dolay1 mezar odasindaki tahribat azdir.

Sekil 4. 1 No.lu mezar

2 No.lu mezar: Girisi biiylik oranda toprak dolgu ile kapali oldugu i¢in digerlerinde oldugu gibi
bu mezarda da bulundugunu diisiindiigiimiiz merdiven basamaklar1 ve dromos goriilememistir. Mezar
odasinin girisinin tam karsisinda bir arcosolium ile bunun yanlarinda iki mezar daha bulunmaktadir.
Mezar yapisinin dig alaninin dlgtileri 1,00x2,52 m’dir. Tek odali mezarin 0,30x0,70 m oSlgiilerindeki
giris kapis1 dogudadir.

R e
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Sekil 5. 2 No.lu Mezar
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3 No.lu mezar: Mezar odasina girisi saglayan merdiven basamakli dromos yine toprak dolgu ile
kapanmigtir. Bu yiizden giris 6lgiileri tam olarak alinamamigtir. 0,57x0,87 m acikliktan mezar odasina
giris saglanmaktadir. Mezar odasi 1,15x2,70 m 0Olgiilerindendir. Alandaki diger mezarlarda oldugu gibi
giris dogu yoniindendir. Tek odali mezar odasinda {i¢ adet arcosoliumlu ve klineli mezar bulunmaktadir.
Biri mezar odasi girisinin tam karsisinda, digerleri de bunun saginda ve solunda bulunan arcosoliumlar
esit Olciilere sahiptir. Tavan kismu iyi bir sekilde diizlestirilmistir. Arcosoliumlarin igindeki o6lil
yataklariin {igii de tahrip edilmistir.

3 NO'LU MEZAR GORUNUS
o 1m

Sekil 6. 3 No.lu Mezar

4 No.lu mezar: Toprak dolgu ve hemen giriste yetisen incir agacindan dolayr mezar girisi
tamamen kapandigi i¢in mezar odasina girilememistir. Mezar odasinin kap1 agikligi 0,55x0,82 m’dir.
Bu mezar odasina girisi saglamak i¢in de merdivenli bir dromos olusturuldugu goriilmiistiir. Toprak
dolgu ve agacla kapali giris kisminda en iistteki birinci merdiven basmagi (0,15x0,33x0,77 m) agiktadir.
Mezar 6lgiileri 2,55x1,30 m’dir. Giris boyutlarini dikkate alarak tek odali bu mezar odasinda da ii¢ adet
arcosolium oldugunu tahmin etmekteyiz.

Sekil 7. 4 No.lu Mezar

5 No.lu mezar: Nekropol alanindaki diger mezarlardan farkli bir formdadir. Toprak dolgu
sebebiyle mezar odasina girisi saglayan herhangi bir merdiven olup olmadig tespit edilememistir. Ustii
acik bu mezar yapisinda iki adet mezar bulunmaktadir. Mezar odasina giriste kaya blogunun altina
karsilikli iki mezar yapilmigtir. Mezar odasinin giriginin istii agik olmasina karsilik mezarlar kaya
blogunun altina yapilmistir. Mezarlarin iginin toprak dolgu ile kapli olmasi ve tahribatin fazlalhigi
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nedeniyle tam Olgiileri alinamamistir. Mezar yapisinin dig alani 1,00x2,90 m boyutlarindadir. Mezar
biliylik oranda tahrip edilmistir. Mezara ait islenmis taglar mezarin etrafinda dagmik halde
bulunmaktadir.

Sekil 8. 5 No.lu Mezar

6 No.lu mezar: Bu mezar odasinin da girisi toprak dolgu ile neredeyse tamamen kapanmustir.
Olgiilebilen kapr agikligi 0,52x0,90 m’dir. Mezar yapisinin dis alan1 1,10x2,90 m boyutlarindadir.
Toprak dolgu bulunan mezar girisi zeminden 1,50 m asagidadir. Bunda da dnceki mezarlarda oldugu
gibi merdivenli bir dromos bulundugunu diisiinmekteyiz. Mezar odasinin giris kapisindaki kiiglik
acikliktan igeri girmek miimkiin olmamistir. Mezar odasindan ¢ikarildigi anlagilan islenmis taglar mezar
odasinin etrafinda daginik halde bulunmaktadir.

Sekil 9. 6 No.lu Mezar

7 No.lu mezar: Nekropol alanindaki kapali mezarlardan biridir. Girisi toprak dolgu ve taglarla
icine girilemeyecek derecede kapanmistir. Bu ylizden mezar girisinin ve i¢c mek&nin Olgiileri
almamamustir. Olgiilebilen kap1 agikhigr 0,40x0,63 m boyutlarindadir. Giris kapis1 dogundadir. Mezar
odasiin disa alan1 1,20 x 2,30 m 6l¢iilerindedir. Toprak dolguya ragmen mezar giriginin zeminden 1,50
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m agagida oldugu anlagilmistir. Sadece mezar odasinin girig kapisinin bir kismi goriilebilmektedir. Bu
da diger mezarlarla ayn1 formu sergilemektedir. Mezar girisinin merdivenli ve dromoslu oldugu
anlasilmaktadir.

Sekil 10. 7 No.lu Mezar

8 No.lu mezar: 6 ve 7 No.lu mezarlar gibi girisi tas ve toprak dolgu ile kapanmistir. Bu yiizden
mezar odasina girmek miimkiin olmamistir. Mezar girisi her ne kadar tag ve toprak dolgu ile kapanmis
olsa da bunun da merdivenli ve dromoslu bir girise sahip oldugunu diisiinmekteyiz. Mezar yapisinin dig
alan1 1,20 x 2,50 m olgiilerindedir. Gerek form gerekse boyut bakimindan igine girilebilen mezarlarla

yakihigin1 dikkate alarak bunun da tek odali ve ii¢ arcosoliumlu bir mezar odasi oldugunu
diisiinmekteyiz.

Sekil 11. 8 No.lu Mezar

9 No.lu mezar: Mezar odasi giris kapisi gériinmeyecek kadar toprak ve tas dolgu ile kapanmustir.
Bu da nekropol alanindaki diger mezar odalariyla benzer bir forma sahiptir. Bunun da merdivenli bir
dromosa sahip oldugunu diisiiniiyoruz. Mezar odasinin girisi dogudandir. Mezar yapisinin dis alan1 1,15
x 2,30 m Olgiilerindedir.
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Sekil 12. 9 No.lu Mezar

10 No.lu mezar: Mezar girisinde olusturulan merdivenlerin en istteki iic basamagina kadar,
toprak dolgu nedeniyle kapanmistir. Merdiven boyutlart diger mezarlardakilerle hemen hemen ayni
oOlciilere (0,25 x 0,75 x 0,22 m) sahiptir. Mezar yapisinin dis alani 1,05 x 3,30 m ol¢iilerindedir. Mezar
odasiin girisi dogudandir. Mezar odasmin 0,40 x 0,65 m boyutlarindaki girisi rahatlikla girilebilecek
bigcimde agiktir. Mezar yapisinin iist tarafinda suyun mezara zarar vermemesi i¢in yapilan yonlendirme
olugu bulunmaktadir. Tek odali mezar, form agisindan 1 No.lu mezar ile benzerlik gostermektedir. Her
iki mezar odasinin giris kapisinin sol tarafinda mezar girisini kapatan kapaga ait yuva bulunmaktadir.
Bu yuva iginde hareket eden degirmen tasi bi¢iminde silindirik formlu monoblok bir kapak oldugu
anlagilmaktadir. Yuvanin i¢i mezara ait oldugu anlasilan taglarla doludur. Giris kapisinin hemen
karsisinda bulunan arcosoliumlu bir mezarin saginda ve solunda birer arcosolium daha bulunmaktadir.
Her bir arcosoliumda ti¢er kline bulunmaktadir. Klinelerin biiyiik oranda tahrip oldugu anlagilmaktadir.
Mezar odasinin i¢i klinelerin tahribatindan geriye kalan taslarla kaplanmigtir. Mezar odasinin i¢i 6zenli
bir sekilde diizlestirilmistir.

10 NO'LU MEZAR PLAN VE KESIT

I:
[
|

Sekil 13. 10 No.lu Mezar

11 No.lu mezar: Bu mezar bi¢im agisindan digerlerinden farklidir. Digerleri gibi merdivenli bir
girisi olmakla birlikte kapali bir mezar odas1 yoktur. Ustii acik bir girisi olan bu yapida 5 No.lu mezarda
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oldugu gibi mezarlar girigin sag ve sol duvarlari igine agilmistir. Uzun kenarlarda karsilikli agilan bu
arcosoliumlardan birinin yogun tahribattan dolay1 {ist kismi1 agiktadir. Dolgudan dolay1 dort basamagi
goriilen merdivenin tam kars1 duvar diizlestirilerek iiggen bigimli kii¢iik (0,2 x 0,16 m) bir sunak ya da
kandil nisi yapilmistir. Yarimca Nekropol alanindaki diger mezarlarda bulunmayan bu nisin benzerine
2024 y1li Gaziantep yiizey arastirmalar1 kapsaminda Sehitkamil ilgesinde bulunan Goksiinciik Nekropol
Alanindaki bir mezar odasindaki siitun tizerinde rastlanmistir.

3 ~

12 No.lu mezar: Mezarin girig kismi neredeyse tamamen toprak ve tas dolgu ile kapanmistir.
Mezar odasinin girisinde diger bazi mezarlarda da karsilastigimiz gibi incir agaci bulunmaktadir.
Mezarin etrafinda ise mezar ile ilgili oldugu anlagilan taglar daginik bir sekilde goriilmektedir.
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Sekil 15. 12 No.lu Mezar
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13 No.lu mezar: 12 No.lu mezar gibi bunun da giris kismi toprak dolgu ile doldurulmustur. Buna
ragmen mezarin formunun merdivenli ve dromoslu girigse sahip diger mezarlarla ayni oldugu agikta
kalan kisimdan anlasilmaktadir. Mezar yapismin dis alan1 0,80 x 3,00 m boyutlarindadir.”’

Sekil 17. A: Yarimca Tasocagi ve Kiilt Alan1

29 13 no.lu mezarda oldugu gibi, baz1 gémii yapilarina iliskin tam kesitlerin elde edilememesi, dzellikle yogun
tahribat, toprak—tag dolgu birikimi ve stratigrafiyi bozan ikincil miidahaleler gibi etkenlerden kaynaklanmaktadir.
Bu durum, s6z konusu mezarlarin ger¢ek boyutlarinin ve mimari smirlarinin kesin olarak 6lgiilmesini
gliclestirmigtir. Buna karsin, Ol¢iileri net bigimde saptanabilen diger mezarlara ait plan ve kesit ¢izimlerinin
hazirlanmasi, tamami korunmamis gOémii birimlerinin olast morfolojileri hakkinda kargilagtirmali bir
degerlendirme yapma olanagi sunmaktadir.
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Sonug

Yarimca Nekropol Alanindaki yer alti oda mezarlar1 6zellikle Dogu Akdeniz’de Suriye ve Filistin
bolgelerinde yaygin olan arcosoliumlu oda mezarlarin Giineydogu Anadolu’daki giizel 6rneklerinden
biridir (Erge¢ and Wagner, 2000, s. 88; Al-Muheisen, 2008; Klein, 2015; de Jong, 2017, s. 316; Erlich,
and Price, 2024, s. 1-19). Nekropol alani, Giiney Kommagene bolgesinde yer alan ve Roma donemine
tarihlenen kaya mezarlarimin mimari, kiiltiirel ve ikonografik acidan incelenmesine olanak taniyan
onemli bir arkeolojik merkezdir. Arastirma kapsaminda tespit edilen 13 adet arcosoliumlu kaya mezari,
plan tipleri, giris ve i¢ mekan diizenlemeleri bakimindan Gaziantep ve cevresindeki diger Roma
nekropolleriyle tipolojik paralellik gostermektedir. Ozellikle girisi dogudan, tek odali, dromoslu ve
arcosoliumlu mezar mimarisi, boélgede hakim olan 6lii gdmme geleneklerinin standardize edilmis bir
form kazandigin gostermektedir.

Nekropol alanindaki mezarlarin 6nemli bir kisminin defineciler tarafindan tahrip edilmis olmasi,
organik kalintilar ve mezar armaganlari gibi arkeolojik verilerin kaybina yol agmistir. Bununla birlikte,
yapisal Ozellikler ve mezar planlar {izerinden yapilan analizler, mezarlarin i¢ine ¢ok sayida kisinin
defnedilmesine imkan saglayacak sekilde tasarlandigini ve sosyal smif farkliliklarinin mimariye
yansitildigini ortaya koymaktadir. Ozellikle bazi mezarlarda tespit edilen monoblok kapak taslarina ait
yuvalar, mezar giivenligine verilen 6nemi vurgulamaktadir.

Yarimca Nekropolii'nii bolgedeki diger Roma dénemi nekropollerinden ayiran en 6zgiin unsur,
mezarlik alaninin kuzeydogusunda yer alan kiilt alanidir. Ana kaya iizerine islenmis Demeter ve kartal
kabartmalari, nekropoliin yalnizca bir gomii alan1 degil, ayn1 zamanda dini ritiiellerin gerceklestirildigi
kutsal bir mekan oldugunu gostermektedir. Demeter figiiriiniin dogurganlik ve bereketle; kartal
figliriiniin ise 6lenin tanrilagtirilmasi ve yiiceltilmesiyle iligskilendirilmesi, Roma dénemi 6lii kiiltlerinin
ideolojik arka planini anlamaya yonelik 6nemli ipuglar1 sunmaktadir.

Tim bu bulgular, Yarimca Nekropoli’niin yalnizca bolgesel degil, ayn1 zamanda Roma
Imparatorluk Dénemi Anadolu mezar mimarisi ve 6lii gdmme pratikleri baglaminda da énemli bir 6rnek
teskil ettigini gostermektedir. Alanda tespit edilen mimari 6zellikler, ikonografik unsurlar ve kiilt
uygulamalar birlikte degerlendirildiginde, nekropol alaninin MO 2. yiizyil ile MS 1. ve 2. yiizyillar
arasina tarihlenebilecegi sonucuna ulasilmaktadir. Bu ¢aligma, Yarimca Nekropolii’niin arkeolojik ve
kiiltiirel 6nemini vurgulamakla kalmamakta, ayn1 zamanda Gilineydogu Anadolu’da Roma dénemine ait
defin geleneklerinin anlasilmasina da katki sunmaktadir.

Beyan ve Aciklamalar
1. Arastirmacilarin katki oram beyami: Tek yazar, katki oran1 %100
2. Cikar catismasi: Herhangi bir ¢ikar ¢atigsmasi bulunmamaktadir.

3. Etik Raporu: Bu c¢alisma, anket, miilakat, deney, gbzlem, goriisme vb. teknikler kullanilarak
katilimcilardan veri toplanmasini gerektiren bir aragtirma olmadigindan ve herhangi bir insan veya
hayvan deneyi icermediginden dolay1 etik kurul onay1 gerektirmemektedir. Calismada kullanilan tiim
kaynaklara uygun sekilde atifta bulunulmus, etik yaymcilik ilkelerine tam olarak uyulmustur. Yazar,
caligmanin hazirlanmasi siirecinde akademik diiriistliik ilkelerini gozetmistir.

4. Arastirmanin Modeli: Bu bir aragtirma makalesidir. Arkeolojik ylizey arastirmasinda tespit
edilen bir merkezin bulgular ele alinmustir.

5. Bilgilendirme: Arastirmanin verileri Kiiltiir ve Turizm Bakanligi’nin izni ve Erzincan Binali
Yildirim Universitesi Bilimsel Arastirma Projeleri Koordinasyon Birimi tarafindan desteklenen (Proje
numarast: SBA-2020-737) “Gaziantep Ili ve Ilceleri Demir Cag Yiizey Arastirmalar1” projesi
kapsaminda toplanmustir. Illustratorler: (Kutsal alandaki ikonografi) Dr. Ogr. Uyesi Zeynep Goniilay
CALIMLI, Hatay Mustafa Kemal Universitesi, Egitim Fakiiltesi, Giizel Sanatlar Egitimi, Resim-Is
Egitimi Anabilim Dali. Hatice ALTIN, (Mezar yapilar1) Medipol Universitesi I¢ Mimarlik ve Cevre
Tasarimi Bolimi.
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