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NASIR EBU SURUR'UN “BiR DUVARIN HIiKAYESi” ADLI ROMANINDA OZ
ELESTIRI
Oz

Bu calisma, Israil hapishanelerinde &miir boyu hapse mahkéim edilen Filistinli yazar Nasir Ebu

Surur’un "Bir Duvarin Hikayesi" romaninda 6zelestiri konusunu ele almaktadir. Bu ¢alismada yazarin
romaninda actk ve net bir sekilde benimsedigi 6zelestiri unsurlar1 iki boyuta incelenmistir. Birincisi,
toplumsal boyut; yazarin ailesinin gogle iliskisi, aile i¢i dinamikler, miilteci kampinin tasviri ve dogup
bliytidiigii Beytiillahim sehrinin Ayda Kampr ile olan iliskisi gibi konular1 ele alir. Kamp, sehrin
kenarma kurulmustur ve yazar burada yasananlari elestirel bir bakisla yansitilmistir. Ikincisi Siyasi
Boyut, yazarin, isgal gilicleriyle yapilan baris anlasmalarini, 6zellikle Oslo Anlasmasi’ni elestirmesini
igerir. Ayrica Filistin’deki boliinmiisliigli ve bunun esir direnis hareketi tizerindeki olumsuz etkisini,
baskan Ebu Ammar’in suikastini ve Arap Bahari'nin getirdigi degisim umudunu, bu umutlarin nasil
bir sonbahara doniistiigiinii ve bunun genel olarak {immetin ve 6zellikle Filistin davasinin {izerindeki
etkisini ele alir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Filistin, Direnig Edebiyats, Oz Elestiri, “Bir Duvarin Hikayesi” Romana.
Self-Criticism in Nasir Ebu Surur's Novel “The Tale of the Wall”

Abstract

The study explores self-criticism in the novel "The Tale of the Wall" by the Palestinian writer Nasser
Abu Sorour, who is an imprisoned life-term detainee in Israeli prisons. The researchers delve into the
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facets of self-critique adopted by the author, where the author's positions and insights are articulated
clearly and unambiguously in the narrative, encompassing two dimensions:

Firstly, the social dimension, embodied in the author's stance on his family's coping with displacement,
intra-family dynamics, portrayal of the refugee camp, and the relationship between the city of
Bethlehem and Aida Camp - the camp in which he was born and raised, situated on its fringes.
Secondly, the political dimension, in which the author critiques peace agreements with the occupation,
especially the Oslo Accords, and criticizes the state of Palestinian division and its negative impact on
the imprisoned struggle movement. Additionally, the authors also discuss the assassination of President
(Abu Ammar), along with the Arab Spring, which initially carried a beacon of hope for change before
turning into autumn, reflecting its impact on national issues in general and the Palestinian cause in
particular.

Keywords: Palestine, Resistance Literature, Self-Critique, Novel "The Tale of the Wall”.

Extended Abstract

This research investigates self-criticism in The Tale of a Wall (HikayatJidar) by Palestinian writer Nasser Abu
Srour, a lifelong prisoner in Israeli jails. The significance of studying self-criticism in the novel stems from its
prominence as a recurring thread woven throughout the narrative, occupying considerable space. Investigating
this theme may pave the way for further in-depth studies exploring specific aspects of such criticism. Thus, this
research aims to shed light on the features of self-criticism in this literary work.

The researchers employed a descriptive-analytical approach to identify and interpret manifestations of self-
criticism, dividing the study into two sections. The first section addresses the concept of self-criticism in
Palestinian novels broadly, examining both individual and collective levels while analyzing its underlying causes.
The study found that self-criticism in Palestinian literature emerges from an awareness of reality —its events,
defeats, fractures, and divisions.

Accordingly, the research concludes that self-criticism in Palestinian novels is linked to the Nakba of 1948, the
Naksa of 1967, and subsequent events, revolutions, defeats, treaties, and agreements. Thus, the political reality
and its resulting social conditions have become fertile ground for critique in Palestinian literature, particularly in
novels.

The second section examines manifestations of self-criticism in The Tale of a Wall, using it as a case study to
consider its status as a work of prison literature. Notably, the author, sentenced to life imprisonment, remains
incarcerated as of the time of this research. The researchers categorize the novel’s self-criticism —expressed through
unambiguous stances and perspectives —into two dimensions:

The Social Dimension: This includes the author’s critique of his family’s passive response to displacement, intra-
family dynamics, the portrayal of the refugee camp, and the relationship between Bethlehem and the Aida camp
(where he was born and raised, situated on the city’s margins). The researchers observed that while the social
critique appears individual on the surface, it carries a collective dimension. The author criticizes his father as a
refugee, his family’s naive handling of displacement, and the negative attitudes of Bethlehem’s residents toward
refugees.

The Political Dimension: Here, the author critiques peace agreements with the occupation, particularly the Madrid
and Oslo Accords, arguing that such agreements stem from a state of Arab weakness and submission. He views
"peace” as a lie embraced by Arabs and Palestinians amid disunity and an inability to manage the conflict.
Additionally, he critiques Palestinian division and its detrimental impact on the captive resistance movement, the
circumstances surrounding the assassination of President Arafat (Abu Ammar), and the subsequent
marginalization of his legacy by an old political elite. Finally, he examines the Arab Spring, which initially raised
hopes for change but ultimately turned into an "autumn” that negatively impacted the broader Arab cause,
particularly the Palestinian cause.

The researchers’ analysis of self-criticism in its social and political dimensions is coupled with an examination of
the narrative techniques employed by the author. In The Tale of a Wall, self-criticism is constructed through
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literary devices such as flashbacks, bitter irony, and scathing critiques of Palestinian social structures and the
political system leading the national struggle.

This study may serve as a foundation for further research exploring specific aspects of self-criticism in The Tale of
a Wall as a representative work of prison literature.
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