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Bu calisma, hicri I. ylzyilin sonu ile Il. ylizyilin baslarinda ortaya ¢ikan en
onemli kelami ekollerden biri olan Mu'tezile'nin edebi ve fikri hayattaki
etkisini konu edinmektedir. Mu'tezile, nakli yonteme gore akli yontemi 6ne
¢ikararak sadece kelam ve inang alaninda dedil, edebiyat ve elestiri gibi
farkh sahalarda da iz birakmistir. Arastirma, edebiyat-kelam iliskisini ele
alan karsilastirmali bir inceleme niteligi tasimakta ve Arap edebi tenkidinin
akli bir temele oturmasinda Mu'tezile distincesinin rollini ortaya koymayi
amaclamaktadir. Bu baglamda, Amr b. Ubeyd, Bisr b. Mu'temir, Simame b.
Esres, Cahiz, Nasi el-Ekber ve ibn Tabataba, Rummani ve Sahib b. Abbad gibi
isimlerin elestirel yaklasimlari incelenmis; onlarin sadece kendi gevreleriyle
sinirli kalmayip diger ekollere ve elestirmenlere de yon verdigi gosterilmistir.
Calismanin hedefi, Mu'tezile'nin elestiri metodunu nasil sekillendirdigi ve bu
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metodun edebi elestirinin gelisiminde nasil belirleyici oldugunu ortaya koymaktir. Yontem olarak tarama, toplama
ve analiz teknikleri kullaniimis, 6zellikle Cahiz'in Hayevdn ve el-Beydn ve't-tebyin adli eserlerinden yararlaniimistir.
Neticede Mu'tezile’'nin, Arap edebi tenkidini akli bir zeminde sistemlestirdigi, 6znel yaklasimlari sinirlandirdig
ve teorik istikrar sagladigi; fakat ayni zamanda sanatsal yaraticihdi belirli kaliplara hapsettigi tespit edilmistir.
Dolayisiyla calisma klasik Arap tenkidinin teorik formundaki gelisim ve istikrarin Mu‘tezile’nin 6zellikle hicri tigtinct
ve dordiinci ylzyillarda gerceklestirdigi calismalara borglu oldugu sonucuna varmaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Arap Edebiyati, Kelam, Mu'tezile, Tenkit, Yontem

ABSTRACT

This study examines the Mu'tazila, one of the most significant theological schools that emerged between the
late first and early second centuries AH, and its profound influence on intellectual and literary life. Known for
prioritizing rational methodology over traditional authority, the Mu'tazila extended their impact beyond theology
and doctrine into literature and criticism, leaving a distinct intellectual mark. The research is situated within the
field of comparative literary and theological studies, aiming to highlight how Mu'tazilite thought shaped the
foundations of Arabic literary criticism. It investigates the contributions of key figures such as ‘Amr b. ‘Ubaid, Bishr
b. al-Mu‘tamir, Thumama b. Ashras, al-Djahiz, al-Nashi’ al-Akbar, Ibn Tabataba, al-Rummani and Sahib b. ‘Abbad
showing how their approaches influenced not only their contemporaries but also critics from other schools of
thought. The main objective is to clarify how the Mu'tazilite critical method, rooted in rational inquiry, structured
the discipline and advanced its theoretical dimension. Methodologically, the study relies on survey, collection, and
analytical techniques, with special reference to the original Mu'tazilite writings and to al-Djahiz’s works al-Hayawan
and al-Baydn wa al-tabyin. The findings demonstrate that the Mu‘tazila played a decisive role in systematizing
Arabic literary criticism, providing it with a rational framework that limited subjectivity and misuse, while at the
same time narrowing certain avenues of artistic creativity. Ultimately, the study concludes that classical Arabic
criticism owes much of its theoretical development and stability in the third and fourth centuries AH to the
influence of the Mu'tazila.

Keywords: Arabic Literature, Kalam, Mu'tazilism, Criticism, Methodology

EXTENDED ABSTRACT

This study investigates the intellectual and cultural contributions of the Mu‘tazila,
one of the most influential theological schools to emerge during the late first and early
second centuries of the HijrT era, and explores their profound and lasting impact on both
intellectual life and literary criticism in the Arab-Islamic tradition. The Mu‘tazila are
distinguished above all by their commitment to privileging reason and rational inquiry
over uncritical reliance on transmitted reports, a methodological orientation that shaped not
only their theological and philosophical outlook but also extended into other domains of
knowledge and creativity. Their rationalist orientation enabled them to develop a distinct
intellectual framework that resonated across different branches of learning. In the field
of literature and criticism in particular, the Mu‘tazilite emphasis on logical analysis and
argumentative rigor left a visible and formative imprint, contributing to the shaping of
Arabic literary theory during its classical phases.

This study situates itself within the interdisciplinary field of comparative literary
and theological inquiry, attempting to trace the ways in which theological rationalism
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informed the emergence of literary-critical discourse. It does not treat the Mu‘tazila merely
as a religious sect but as an intellectual movement whose principles and methodologies
generated a broader cultural legacy. At the center of the research is the attempt to identify
and examine the methodological impact of Mu‘tazilite thought on Arabic literary criticism,
with a focus on the principles, arguments, and stylistic tendencies that were transferred
from theological reasoning to literary evaluation. To achieve this objective, the study
engages with the works and ideas of some of the most prominent Mu‘tazilite figures who
contributed directly or indirectly to literary criticism. Among them is Bishr b. al-Mu‘tamir,
often regarded as one of the earliest systematic thinkers to apply rational principles to
matters of expression and rhetoric. Similarly, Thumama b. Ashras is highlighted for his
role in combining theological reasoning with reflections on style and meaning. Perhaps
the most influential figure examined is al-Djahiz, whose prolific writings, especially
al-Hayawan and al-Bayan wa al-tabyin, remain cornerstones in the history of Arabic
prose and literary thought. Al-Djahiz’s method, deeply rooted in Mu‘tazilite rationalism,
presents a unique synthesis of theology, philosophy, and literary critique, and illustrates
how intellectual currents of his age informed his reflections on eloquence, rhetoric, and
aesthetic value. The study also considers the contributions of al-Nashi’ al-Akbar and Ibn
Tabataba, both of whom helped to expand the scope of criticism through their emphasis
on structure, coherence, and clarity in poetic and literary forms. Together, these figures
exemplify how Mu‘tazilite rationalism permeated and shaped the early development of
Arabic literary criticism.

The main aim of this study is therefore to clarify the mechanisms by which the Mu‘tazilite
method, with its reliance on rational analysis, dialectical reasoning, and systematic
argumentation, contributed to the structuring of literary criticism as a discipline. The
research demonstrates that the Mu‘tazilite influence extended beyond the boundaries of
their own school, reaching critics and scholars belonging to different philosophical and
theological traditions. This cross-pollination suggests that Mu‘tazilite rationalism played
a central role in the intellectual environment of the time, where disciplines interacted and
borrowed from each other, enriching the literary-critical discourse of the Islamic Golden Age.

Methodologically, the study is based on survey, collection, and analytical techniques.
It relies on original Mu‘tazilite writings, including preserved fragments of Bishr b. al-
Mu‘tamir’s works, as well as key texts by al-Djahiz, most notably al-Hayawan and al-
Bayan wa al-tabyin. These primary sources are analyzed in conjunction with secondary
accounts and later receptions of Mu‘tazilite thought, in order to build a comprehensive
picture of their contribution. By systematically comparing the methodological assumptions
of Mu‘tazilite theology with the principles underlying Arabic literary criticism, this study
highlights the direct points of influence and adaptation. The findings suggest that the
Mu‘tazila played a decisive role in systematizing Arabic literary criticism. By introducing
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a rational framework, they helped to move criticism beyond subjective impressions and
personal taste and toward a more disciplined and theoretically grounded practice. This
framework not only limited excessive subjectivity and prevented the misuse of literature
for purely ideological or sectarian purposes, but also gave criticism a level of coherence
and stability that allowed it to evolve into a recognized intellectual field. At the same
time, the study acknowledges the inherent tension in this development: while the rational
systemization of criticism provided clarity and consistency, it also introduced certain
constraints that narrowed the possibilities of artistic creativity and restricted literary
appreciation within predefined categories. Thus, the legacy of the Mu‘tazila in literary
criticism is seen as both productive and limiting, fostering intellectual rigor while at times
curbing imaginative freedom.

Ultimately, this study concludes that classical Arabic criticism, particularly in the third
and fourth centuries AH, owes a significant debt to Mu‘tazilite thought. The theoretical
stability and conceptual foundations established during this period were deeply informed
by the rationalist heritage of the Mu‘tazila. Their contribution ensured that literary criticism
was not merely a descriptive or impressionistic activity, but a structured and intellectually
serious discipline, firmly embedded in the broader rationalist culture of the Islamic
Golden Age. By highlighting this dimension of their legacy, the research underscores the
importance of viewing the Mu‘tazila not only as a theological movement but also as a
major force in the cultural and literary history of the Arab-Islamic world.
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