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Abstract

The aim of this study is to analyze how political figures in Tiirkiye use social media to shape public
opinion regarding Syrians under temporary protection. In this context, the study focuses on Umit
Ozdag, a prominent political figure known for his nationalist discourses, and examines his posts related
to Syrians on the social media platform X (formerly Twitter). The research covers the period after 2011,
when the Arab Spring and the Syrian civil war triggered large migration waves, resulting in more than
three and a half million Syrians living in Tiirkiye under temporary protection. A literature review was
conducted to provide background information on the situation of Syrians in Tiirkiye and the policies
implemented by the Republic of Tiirkiye, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), and international
institutions. The study employs qualitative content analysis to examine Ozdag’s social media posts,
focusing on the language and themes used in his discourse. The findings indicate that Ozda§ frequently
associates economic and social problems in Tiirkiye with Syrians under temporary protection and uses
discriminatory and marginalizing rhetoric. It is also observed that after the establishment of the Victory
Party (Zafer Partisi), of which he is the founder and chairman, his discourse became sharper and more
polarized, with a clear focus on mobilizing political support through the refugee issue. These results
highlight the role of political figures in influencing public perceptions of migration and emphasize the
potential consequences of hate speech in the social and political landscape of Tiirkiye.

Keywords: Syrians Under Temporary Protection, Hate Speech, Turkish Politics, Migration and Pol-
itics, Umit Ozdag

Oz

Bu ¢alismamn amaci, Tiirkiye'deki siyasi figiirlerin gegici koruma altindaki Suriyelilerle ilgili
kamuoyunu sekillendirmek icin sosyal medyay: nasil kullandiklarimi analiz etmektir. Bu baglamda,
caligma milliyetci soylemleriyle tanman onde gelen siyasi figiir Umit Ozdag’a odaklanmakta ve sosyal
medya platformu X'te (eski adiyla Twitter) Suriyelilerle ilgili paylasimlarini incelemektedir. Aragtirma,
Arap Bahar: ve Suriye i¢c savagimn biiyiik go¢ dalgalarin tetikledigi ve ii¢ buguk milyondan fazla Suri-
yelinin Tiirkiye’de gecici koruma altinda yasamasina neden oldugu 2011 sonras: donemi kapsamaktadar.
Tiirkiye'deki Suriyelilerin durumu ve Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti, sivil toplum kuruluslart (STK'lar) ve
uluslararas: kurumlar tarafindan uygulanan politikalar hakkinda arka plan bilgisi saglamak icin bir lit-
eratiir taramast yapilmigtr. Calisma, Ozdag i sosyal medya paylagtmlarini incelemek icin nitel icerik
analizi kullanmakta ve séyleminde kullandig dil ve temalara odaklanmaktadr. Bulgular, Ozdag i Tii-
rkiye’deki ekonomik ve sosyal sorunlari sik sik gecici koruma altmda bulunan Suriyelilerle
iliskilendirdigini ve ayrimct ve marjinallestirici bir retorik kullandiini gostermektedir. Ayrica, ku-
rucusu ve baskant oldugu Zafer Partisi'nin kurulmasmdan sonra, soyleminin daha keskin ve
kutuplagmig hale geldigi ve miilteci meselesi araciligiyla siyasi destek toplamaya agik¢a odaklandig
gozlemlenmistir. Bu sonuglar, siyasi figiirlerin gocle ilgili kamuoyunun algisin: etkilemedeki roliinii
ortaya koymakta ve Tiirkiye nin sosyal ve siyasi ortaminda nefret soyleminin olas: sonuglarimi vurgula-
maktadr.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Gegici Koruma Altindaki Suriyeliler, Nefret Soylemi, Tiirk Siyaseti, Gog ve
Siyaset, Umit Ozdag
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Introduction

Migration has long been a central focus in the so-
cial sciences due to its transformative effects on so-
cieties, economies, and political systems. While mi-
gration can result from a range of factors such as
economic hardship, environmental change, or so-
cial mobility, forced migration —particularly in the
form of displacement caused by armed conflict—
has gained increasing prominence in recent dec-
ades. One of the most striking examples of this
phenomenon is the mass displacement triggered
by the Syrian civil war (Ozdal, 2018, p. 16). Follow-
ing the 2011 Arab Spring protests, Syria experi-
enced a rapid descent into violent conflict as the re-
gime responded harshly to demands for democ-
racy and reform. Trapped between government
forces and various armed factions such as ISIS and
the Free Syrian Army, millions of Syrians were
forced to abandon their homes in search of secu-
rity.

In response, political narratives surrounding
migration have become increasingly salient, with
political leaders and parties framing refugee-re-
lated issues through ideological and strategic
lenses—particularly in media and digital plat-
forms. Atci (2022) evaluated political leaders” dis-
courses on migration through internet news arti-
cles using Teun Van Dijk’s critical discourse analy-
sis model. The study found that these discourses
shaped macro-level headlines and leads, while be-
ing constructed through micro-structural ele-
ments. It concluded that Turkey is portrayed as
bearing a heavy migration burden and receiving
insufficient support from European countries,
while migrants are often represented as a threat.
The tone of these narratives differed based on
whether the political actors were in power or in op-
position. Similarly, Mazlum (2024) analyzed anti-
immigrant rhetoric during the 2023 general elec-
tions, particularly focusing on the Victory Party
and its leader Umit Ozdag. The study found that
the party framed migration as a national crisis, op-
posing globalization and imperialist interventions
in the Middle East, and positioned itself as a pop-
ulist movement centered on refugee opposition.

Deniz and Kargin (2023) examined the Victory
Party’s Twitter discourse, noting that although di-
rect targeting of Syrians was limited, refugees were
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indirectly framed as excluded and voiceless. The
party’s messaging portrayed Syrians as economic
and security threats. Likewise, Bayram (2020) stud-
ied the social media discourse of politically en-
gaged youth using the concepts of “crystalliza-
tion” and social representations. Findings showed
that youth participants internalized a crisis-based
narrative around refugees, despite limited under-
standing of the phenomenon itself.

In recent years, the issue of Syrians under tem-
porary protection has become central in the agen-
das of nationalist political parties. Public attitudes
have increasingly shifted toward negativity,
shaped in part by political discourse. Against this
backdrop, this study analyzes the refugee-related
social media posts of Umit Ozdag—one of the most
prominent nationalist figures in Turkish politics.
The research builds its framework by first explor-
ing the concept of migration, the origins of the Syr-
ian conflict, and Turkey’s legal and political posi-
tion regarding temporary protection. Through a
focused discourse analysis, it examines Ozdag’s
rhetoric and political messaging as reflected in his
social media content.

Conceptual Framework
The Concept of Refugee

Migration has increasingly become a pressing
global issue, particularly due to political conflicts
and instability in various regions. Individuals who
flee their home countries in search of safety are of-
ten classified as "asylum seekers" or "refugees."
Although these terms are sometimes used inter-
changeably, they have distinct legal meanings. Ac-
cording to Pazarci (1990), “asylum” refers to the act
of seeking protection from persecution or prosecu-
tion by taking refuge in the premises of a foreign
state. In contrast, a "refugee" is defined by the 1951
Geneva Convention and its 1967 Protocol as some-
one with a well-founded fear of persecution based
on race, religion, nationality, political opinion, or
membership in a particular social group, and who
is therefore unable or unwilling to return to their
country of origin (Directorate General of Migration
Management, 2015; UNHCR, 2024). The United

1020



Hakan Irak

Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UN-
HCR), established in 1950, provides broader pro-
tection to individuals regardless of whether the
host country is a party to the Convention or Proto-
col. Initially, the Convention limited the definition
of refugees to events occurring in Europe before
1951; however, these temporal and geographical
restrictions were removed by a 1976 revision
(Ozdal, 2018, p.16).

It is also important to differentiate between
“refugees” and “migrants.” While migrants typi-
cally move within or between countries voluntar-
ily —often for economic reasons—and may not re-
quire international protection, refugees are forci-
bly displaced and in need of legal and humanitar-
ian safeguards (Ozdal, 2018, p. 18). In recent years,
especially due to war and terrorism in the Middle
East, forced migration has reached unprecedented
levels. One of the most prominent examples is the
mass displacement of Syrians following the civil
war, with Turkey becoming a key host country due
to its geographic location and relatively favorable
conditions. As refugee status is internationally rec-
ognized, developments concerning Syrian refu-
gees are closely monitored by the global commu-
nity.

Emergence of the Syrian Refugee Crisis

The wave of political mobilization known as the
Arab Spring began in Tunisia in 2010, following
Mohamed Bouazizi’s self-immolation in protest
against socioeconomic grievances and state repres-
sion (Douglas et al., 2014, p. 3). This act ignited
widespread demonstrations that quickly spread
throughout the Arab world including Yemen, Bah-
rain, Libya, and Syria—resulting in considerable
political upheaval and instability across the region
(Lynch, Harding, & Andres, 2013, p. 1-2).

Among the affected countries, Syria experi-
enced the most severe and protracted crisis, which
rapidly escalated into a devastating civil war. The
conflict produced one of the most significant refu-
gee movements of the 21st century, displacing mil-
lions and giving rise to a major regional migration
crisis (UNHCR, 2025).

OPUS Journal of Society Research

opusjournal.net

These developments not only transformed the
demographic landscape of the region but also gen-
erated substantial security concerns. Notably, Tur-
key’s early adoption of an open-door policy posi-
tioned it as the primary host country for Syrians
under temporary protection.

Table 1. Number of Syrians Under Temporary Protection

by Country
Country Source of Data Date of Popula-
Data tion
Turkey Ministry of Interior Di- ~ April 21, 2,829,266
rectorate General of 2021
Migration Manage-
ment
Lebanon UNHCR March 755,426
31,2021
Jordan UNHCR March 564,079
31,2021
Iraq UNHCR March 304,409
31,2021
Egypt UNHCR February 142,122
28,2021
North Af- UNHCR January 43,283
rican 31, 2020
Countries

Source: Ministry of Interior Directorate General of Migration Manage-
ment, 2025; UNHCR, 2025

The next section will examine the specific legal
frameworks and contextual factors that facilitated
the arrival and accommodation of Syrians in Tur-
key.

The Arrival of Syrians Under Temporary Protec-
tion to Turkey

Syria, which gained independence in 1946, came
under the rule of the Arab Socialist Ba'ath Party af-
ter a coup in 1963, and later under Hafez al-Assad
in 1970. After his death in 2000, his son Bashar al-
Assad succeeded him and has served as the Presi-
dent of Syria since then. Syria, which had turned
into a realm of power for the Assad family, experi-
enced major conflicts after the Arab Spring, and the
civil war is still ongoing.

Due to its geographical location and the living
conditions it offers, the Republic of Turkey has be-
come the most preferred country for Syrians under
temporary protection. In particular, the Regulation
on Temporary Protection, which came into force in
2014, is considered a significant milestone in Tur-
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key’s migration management for all refugees, in-
cluding those coming from Syria. According to the
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR, 2025), the Turkish government describes
this regulation on its website FAQ section as fol-
lows:

Table 2. Who Are the Syrians? (UNHCR, 2021)

Year Dangerous People People People Flee-
People Who Who Who Can- ing Oppres-
Will Cause Are a not Protect sion/War
Problems in Burden Their (%)
the  Future to Us Country
(%) (%) (%)

2017  39.0 43.0 39.5 57.8

2019 42.0 414 35.0 39.5

2020 24.7 334 229 38.2

2021  40.7 38.1 33.6 375

“Under the Regulation on Temporary Protec-
tion, published in the Official Gazette dated
22/10/2014 and numbered 29153, individuals who
have come or crossed into Turkey en masse or in-
dividually from the Syrian Arab Republic due to
events occurring since 28/04/2011 — including Syr-
ian citizens, stateless persons, and refugees — have
been placed under temporary protection, even if
they have applied for international protection.”

The Case of Umit Ozdag

structure. Based on interviews with Syrian mi-
grants and members of Turkish society, the report
examined the public’s perception of Syrian inte-
gration from 2011 to 2021:

In the 10-year period between 2011 and 2021,
the UNHCR examined the large migration wave
from Syria to Turkey by conducting interviews
with both Syrian migrants and Turkish citizens.
Based on these interviews, the UNHCR's report ti-
tled “Total Persons of Concern by Country of Asylum,
2021” presents the responses of Turkish citizens to
the question of whether Syrians have been able to
integrate into Turkish society:

Table 3. According to Turkish Society, How Well Have Syr-
ians Integrated? (UNHCR, 2021)

Year Fully & Did Not Adapt & Neither Adapted
Largely Adapted Very Nor Did Not
Adapted (%)  Little (%) Adapt (%)

2019 13.2 64.4 19.9

2020 11.0 69.9 16.4

2021  10.5 74.1 13.5

One of the key questions in the report titled
“Syrian Barometer” was directed at Turkish citi-
zens: "Is it possible to live together with Syrians?"

Table 4. Turkish Citizens’ Views on Syrians Sharing Living Spaces

Year They Should They Should They Should Be They Should Special Cities They Should They Should Be
Be Sent Back Be Sent Back SentBack Under Live Only in Should Be Built Live Wher- Evenly Distrib-
(Total) (%) to Safe Zones Any  Circum- Camps (%) for Them in ever They uted Across

(%) stance (%) Turkey (%) Want (%) Turkey (%)

2017  48.9 374 11.5 7.7 7.9 48 2.8

2019  69.8 448 25.0 5.5 5.3 24 1.0

2020 80.5 40.0 38.0 3.1 6.1 6.8 1.0

2021 82.0 323 49.7 1.0 7.5 4.8 1.0

The efforts of the Republic of Turkey regarding
Syrians under temporary protection have been
criticized in the report “Struggling to Survive: Ref-
ugees from Syria in Turkey” published by Am-
nesty International. These criticisms concern Tur-
key’s geographical anxieties and the precautions it
has taken against Syrians under temporary protec-
tion (Amnesty International, 2014).

With a population nearing 4 million, Syrian mi-
grants have also begun to raise concerns among the
Turkish population. Political factions in Turkey
seem to capitalize on these concerns. The UNHCR
prepared a comprehensive report in 2021 on the
Syrian issue, which affects Turkey’s demographic
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An analysis of the report’s findings shows that,
over the years, the Turkish public has become in-
creasingly reluctant about the continued presence
of Syrians in Turkey. The survey results are pre-
sented as follows:

Over time, it becomes evident that Turkish citi-
zens' attitudes toward Syrians have become more
negative. The report also indicates that the same
applies to Syrians themselves. As years have
passed, more Syrians have expressed a desire to
leave Turkey. This trend is supported by survey re-
sults presented in the report:
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Table 5. Do Syrians Living in Turkey Want to Return? (LIN-

HCR, 2021)

Year 1 Absolutely I Would Return If IWould Return
Do Not Con- the War Endsand a If a Safe Zone Is
sider Return- Government We Established in
ing to Syria WantlIsEstablished Syria (%)

(%) (%)

2017 16.7 59.6 5.9

2019 51.8 30.3 5.9

2020 77.8 16.0 2.3

2021 60.8 33.1 1.7

The Syrian Refugee Crisis and Activities of Inter-
national Organizations

Syrians under temporary and international protec-
tion are entitled to a wide range of rights, including
protection from deportation or refoulement, access
to social assistance, freedom of thought, the right
to establish associations, and safeguards against
arbitrary detention. Due to its cultural characteris-
tics and geographical proximity, Turkey began
providing protection to Syrians early in the con-
flict, particularly following the enactment of the
Law on Foreigners and International Protection in
2014. The development of relevant legislation was
influenced both by Turkey’s lack of prior experi-
ence with large-scale migration and by the require-
ments of its EU accession process (Tamer, 2020, p.
12).

The large influx of Syrians into Turkey quickly
gained an international dimension. According to
Donmez (2015, p. 343), the Syrian migration crisis
has prompted increased international cooperation
and shaped Turkey’s migration policies through
alignment with EU law, institutional reforms, and
global agreements. As a result, Turkey has become
a key host country not only for Syrians but also for
migrants of other nationalities.

Since 2011, Turkey has implemented various in-
itiatives to address the needs of Syrians under tem-
porary protection and promote their integration.
Erdogan (2018), in his study Syrians in Turkey, em-
phasized that both the Turkish public and the state
have taken significant steps in this regard. These
efforts have focused on areas such as shelter, nutri-
tion, healthcare, and education. The UNHCR’s
Syrian Barometer Report (2021) presents compre-
hensive data on the status of Syrian migrants in
Turkey.
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Table 6. Evaluation of Services Provided by the Republic of
Turkey to Syrians under Temporary Protection by the Ben-
eficiaries Themselves

Support Type  Completely In-  Very Suffi- Neither Suf-
sufficient + In-  cient + Suf- ficient nor
sufficient (%) ficient (%) Insufficient

(%)

Health Sup- 17.3 64.0 16.2

port

Legal Sup- 274 53.3 12.5

port / Protec-

tion Support

Educational 27.8 37.2 19.8

Support

Food Aid 71.6 10.8 12.7

Shelter Sup- 73.2 10.0 115

port

Financial Aid  72.5 9.2 13.7

Effective migration governance and improved
living conditions for refugees require collaboration
among public institutions, civil society organiza-
tions, and international actors. Among the most
significant support mechanisms is the Regional
Refugee and Resilience Plan (3RP), which ad-
dresses the needs of Syrian refugees in Turkey,
Lebanon, Egypt, and Jordan. The 3RP is imple-
mented in Turkey by UNHCR and UNDP, with an
emphasis on protection education,
healthcare, and social inclusion (3RP Turkey Chap-
ter, 2022, p. 4). It is aligned with the United Na-
tions” 2030 Sustainable Development Goals, which
prioritize dignity, equality, and access to essential
resources for all, regardless of identity (United Na-
tions, 2015, p. 1; Peynirci, 2020, p. 13).

services,

Umit Ozdag and the Refugee Crisis

Umit Ozdag is a prominent figure in Turkish poli-
tics and the founder and leader of the Victory Party
(Zafer Partisi), which was established on August
26, 2021. The party has drawn attention primarily
through its strong stance on migration and refugee
policies. Its charter emphasizes key principles such
as preserving Turkey’s unitary structure, rule of
law, equality, and human rights (Victory Party
Charter, 2021).

Ozdag has become well-known for his state-
ments regarding Syrians under temporary protec-
tion. In his speeches, he often highlights the eco-
nomic challenges faced by Turkish citizens and
frames Syrians as contributing to these difficulties.
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According to Ozdag, the resources allocated to
Syrians negatively affect the rights and welfare of
Turkish citizens. He specifically criticizes policies
that provide Syrians with benefits related to em-
ployment, education, and healthcare, arguing that
these resources should instead be directed toward
Turkish citizens.

A key element of Ozdag’s political discourse is
his firm opposition to granting citizenship to Syri-
ans. He views this step as a threat to Turkey’s de-
mographic balance and national security, insisting
that Syrians should return to their home country.
Ozdag calls for decisive state action to facilitate
this return, framing it as essential for protecting
Turkey’s sovereignty and social stability.

In addition, Ozdag has criticized international
organizations, particularly the European Union
(EU) and the United Nations (UN), for failing to
provide Turkey with sufficient financial and logis-
tical support in addressing the refugee crisis. This
perspective aligns with claims made by several ac-
ademics and politicians who argue that the inter-
national community has fallen short in burden-
sharing, especially in economic terms (Giizel, 2017,
p-113; Erdogan, 2018).

Anti-Immigrant Sentiment: Comparison of EU
Countries and the Victory Party

Anti-immigrant sentiment in Europe rose sharply
after the 2015 European Refugee Crisis. During this
period, right-wing populist parties framed mi-
grants and refugees as a “threat,” focusing on two
main arguments: economic burden and cultural
identity loss (Mudde, 2004). Populist rhetoric typi-
cally sets up a conflict between the “pure people”
and the “corrupt elite,” but in recent years it has
increasingly targeted vulnerable groups such as
migrants (Wodak, 2015). This narrative gains
strength during times of economic stagnation and
high unemployment.

Many right-wing parties promote the idea of
“welfare chauvinism,” arguing that social benefits
should be reserved for native citizens, excluding
migrants (Keskinen, 2016). For instance, Ger-
many’s AfD focuses on anti-immigrant policies,
France’s RN portrays migrants as a threat to na-
tional values (Betz, 2019), and Hungary’s Viktor
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Orban has tightened border controls while labeling
refugees as a danger to national survival (Pirro &
Taggart, 2018). Social media amplifies these mes-
sages, spreading digital hate speech and deepen-
ing societal polarization (Citron & Norton, 2011).

In Turkey, anti-immigrant discourse has fol-
lowed a similar trajectory since the start of the Syr-
ian civil war in 2011. As of 2025, 2.82 million Syri-
ans live in Turkey under temporary protection
(DGMM, 2025). This demographic shift has fueled
political debates, especially around economic and
social pressures (Erdogan, 2018).

The Victory Party (Zafer Partisi), founded in
2021, has centered its political agenda on sending
refugees back to Syria, echoing European right-
wing populist strategies (Yasl, 2023). Party leader
Umit Ozdag often highlights demographic con-
cerns, citing areas like Kilis and Hatay where Syr-
ian populations outnumber or approach the local
population (Turkish Grand National Assembly,
2019).

While European right-wing parties focus on re-
stricting immigration and protecting national sov-
ereignty, the Victory Party emphasizes “return”
and “protecting national identity.” Both, however,
frame migrants as the cause of economic problems.
Ozdag frequently claims that Syrians are taking
jobs from Turkey’s 7 million unemployed citizens,
mirroring European welfare chauvinism narra-
tives (Betz, 2019; Mudde, 2004).

Populism, Digital Hate Speech and Anti-Refu-
geeism

In contemporary politics, populism has emerged
as a dominant discourse, especially in contexts
marked by economic insecurity and migration-re-
lated tensions. Populist rhetoric often constructs a
binary opposition between the “pure people” and
the “corrupt elite,” but increasingly targets vulner-
able out-groups such as refugees (Mudde, 2004, p.
543). In Turkey, this dynamic is evident in the por-
trayal of Syrian refugees as scapegoats for broader
societal grievances.

Parallel to this, digital hate speech has become
a powerful tool for disseminating anti-refugee nar-
ratives. Social media platforms amplify discrimi-
natory discourse by enabling rapid and wide-
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reaching circulation of content that dehumanizes
migrants. Such rhetoric reinforces exclusionary na-
tionalism and legitimizes policies aimed at restrict-
ing refugee rights (Citron & Norton, 2011, p. 1437).

The convergence of populist discourse and dig-
ital hate speech has significantly contributed to the
rise of refugee opposition in Turkey. This opposi-
tion often manifests through the politicization of
refugee presence, framing them as both economic
and cultural threats. In this study, the case of Umit
Ozdag is examined as a central figure who strate-
gically employs nationalist and populist rhetoric in
digital spaces to construct a narrative of refugee
hostility.

Method and Findings

This study is based on a critical discourse analysis
(CDA) of the most highly engaged posts shared by
Umit Ozdag on X (formerly Twitter) between the
years 2021 and 2025, focusing on the refugee crisis
in Turkey. The research universe consists solely of
X, while the sample includes eight posts containing
content related to refugees that received significant
public attention. Posts were selected using engage-
ment metrics such as the number of likes, reposts,
and comments to ensure that the most influential
and widely circulated content was analyzed.

The study follows a qualitative research design,
adopting the critical discourse analysis framework
developed by Wood and Kroger (2000), which em-
phasizes the role of discourse in constructing social
meaning and shaping public perception. This ap-
proach was chosen because it allows for the exam-
ination of how political actors use language and
visuals to influence societal attitudes toward mar-
ginalized groups, particularly refugees.

Data Collection and Preparation

The analysis began with the systematic collec-
tion of all refugee-related posts shared by Umit
Ozdag within the specified timeframe. Each post
was archived as a screenshot to preserve both its
textual content and visual elements. This ensured
that the study could capture the multimodal na-
ture of political communication on X.

Analytical Procedure
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The analytical process was conducted in four
stages:

1. Initial Screening and Selection Posts were
first screened to identify those directly ad-
dressing the refugee issue. Only posts ex-
plicitly related to Syrians under temporary
protection or migration policies were in-
cluded.

2. Coding and Thematic Categorization The
textual and visual content of each post was
coded using key thematic categories. These
included:

e Construction of Social Identity —
narratives defining the boundaries
of the “nation” and “citizenship,”

e Othering — discourses portraying
refugees as outsiders or threats,

e National Belonging — rhetoric em-
phasizing unity and exclusion
based on national identity.

3. Multimodal Analysis Both the language
and imagery of the posts were examined to
understand how symbols, metaphors, and
visual cues reinforced nationalist or exclu-
sionary narratives. This stage focused on
identifying rhetorical strategies such as
fear appeals, symbolic framing, and calls
for collective action.

4. Synthesis of Findings Finally, the identi-
fied patterns were synthesized to reveal
how political discourse on X contributes to
shaping public opinion and fostering soci-
etal polarization.

Theoretical Foundation

Discourse analysis, as applied in this study, draws
upon speech-act theory, which highlights the so-
cial function of language, and ethnomethodology,
which examines how individuals construct mean-
ing through everyday linguistic practices. Within
this framework, discourse analysis is understood
as a method that evaluates the variability and di-
versity of meaning in social interactions (Elliott,
1996).

Positioning in the Literature
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This methodological approach is consistent with
previous research analyzing political discourse
and migration-related narratives on digital plat-
forms. For example, Mendelsohn, Budak, and
Jurgens (2021) conducted framing analysis of im-
migration-related tweets, demonstrating how dif-
ferent types of frames affect audience engagement.
Similarly, Sutkute (2019) explored how refugee-re-
lated narratives were shaped through Facebook
posts using a mixed-method approach that inte-
grated qualitative and quantitative data. Khosrav-
iNik (2014) provided a foundational CDA study of
immigration discourses in the British press, focus-
ing on processes of othering and media represen-
tation. More recently, Giir-Seker (2023) examined
how refugees and migrants are represented in
Turkish online media discourse, emphasizing the
value of multimodal analysis. By aligning with
these established studies, the present research
gains theoretical grounding and methodological
credibility, offering a nuanced examination of how
a prominent political figure uses digital platforms
to construct and disseminate narratives about ref-
ugees.

~§“ Umit Ozdag

The new academic year will begin on Monday, September 12th. However,
Turkish parents are concerned about both the quality of education their
children will receive and their safety. In many schools, the number of
Syrians equals the number of Turkish children! In some schools, the
number of Syrians is even higher!

o
¥

Figure 1. Umit Ozdag’s Post Regarding the High Number of
Refugee Children Within the Context of the Refugee Crisis
( https://twitter.com/umitozdag/status/1567833357777510401)

In the post shown above, Umit Ozdag criticizes
the educational services provided to the children
under temporary protection and establishes a hier-
archical distinction between Syrian and Turkish
students. Through this statement, Ozdag not only
keeps the refugee crisis in the public discourse but
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also uses his rhetoric to criticize the ruling govern-
ment. Moreover, he politicizes the right to educa-
tion for those under temporary protection, framing
it as a point of contention within broader political
debates.

‘?‘“ Umit Ozdag

The other day. 12-year-old Samet was killed by a Syrian student at
school. His friends said. "Syrian Muhammed beat him* The school
administration said. "We reviewed the camera footage. and there was no
fight™ Today. the 14-year-old Syrian murderer was arrested. Neither our
children nor our country are safel

7y e _—
Figure 2. Umit Ozdag’s Post Concerning a Criminal Inci-
dent https://twitter.com/umitozdag/status/1573309696437637120)

In this post, Ozdag shares a criminal incident
involving elementary school-aged children with-
out referencing any official document or authority.
By doing so, he contributes to social division
among the Turkish public and targets the entire
Syrian population. Through this rhetoric, Ozdag
generalizes the actions of a few individuals to an
entire group, thus reinforcing negative stereotypes
against those under temporary protection.

% Umit Ozdag

Two days ago, a Syrian student killed a Turkish student. Yesterday, a
Syrian broke a Turkish student's finger. How long will this continue?
Enough is enough.

Figure 3. Umit Ozdag’s Divisive Post Regarding the Turk-
ish Nation and Syrians (https://twitter.com/umitozdag/sta-
tus/15748210280266137622-lang=tr)

In this post, Umit Ozdag criticizes the policies
of the Republic of Turkey concerning individuals
under temporary protection. His language empha-
sizes a distinction between the Turkish nation and
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Syrians, contributing to a polarizing and exclusion-
ary narrative within the public discourse.

~7“ Umit Ozdag

This is how Turks in Tiirkiye are treated as second-class citizens. Turks
the grip of the economic crisis and Syrian jewelers receiving
tance... Damn your justice.

Figure 4. Umit Ozdag’s Video Post on the Temporary Pro-
tection Crisis Involving Syrians (https://twitter.com/umito-
zdag/status/1570294418195759104)

In this post, Ozdag criticizes the support pro-
vided to Syrian jewelers, claiming that Turkish cit-
izens are being treated as second-class in their own
country. Through this message, he argues that
greater assistance should be directed toward Turk-
ish nationals and reveals an expectation of prefer-
ential treatment for them within the Republic of
Turkey.

Figure 5. Umit Ozdag’s Post Sharing Content from a Sup-
porters’ Group on X (https://twitter.com/umitozdag/sta-
tus/1535327082791809024)

In this post, Umit Ozdag shares a visual origi-
nally published by a supporter group, using it to
reinforce his anti-refugee discourse. The image and
content aim to generate nationalistic sentiment by
emphasizing a collective stance against the pres-
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ence of Syrian refugees. By amplifying such mes-
sages, Ozdag integrates public and grassroots ex-
pressions into his political rhetoric on migration
and national identity.

_f\ Umit O=zdaz

If the $144.8 b
ho

employment would not have occurred, and

this much.

N -
Figure 6. Umit Ozdag's Post Criticizing Turkey’s Aid to
Syrians Under Temporary Protection( https://x.com/umito-
zdag/status/1597985191964086273?s=46)

In this post, Umit Ozdag openly criticizes the
Turkish government's assistance programs di-
rected at Syrians under temporary protection. By
highlighting what he perceives as the dispropor-
tionate allocation of state resources, Ozdag empha-
sizes the idea that Turkish citizens are being eco-
nomically disadvantaged. This post reflects his re-
curring discourse that portrays Syrian refugees as
a burden on the national economy and as recipi-
ents of unjustified privileges, reinforcing a hierar-
chical distinction between citizens and refugees.

‘g\ Umit Ozdag

This person is a Syrian who works as a real estate agent in Esenyurt,
Istanbul. He shared a WhatsApp status yesterday. He continues to earn
money in Syria and Turkiye. He's one of those being marketed as a poor
immigrant.

Figure 7. Umit Ozdag’s Divisive Post Targeting
the Turkish Nation and Syrians Under Temporary

Protection (https://x.com/umitozdag/status/152283156101-
1388417?s=46)
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In this post, Umit Ozdag draws a clear line be-
tween the Turkish nation and Syrians under tem-
porary protection, using language that promotes
societal division. His rhetoric frames the refugee
population as fundamentally incompatible with
Turkish national identity and interests. By ampli-
fying nationalist sentiments, Ozdag appeals to
fears regarding demographic change and cultural
displacement, reinforcing exclusionary and oppo-

sitional narratives toward Syrians in Turkey.

‘f\ Umit Ozdag

Syrians are opening unlicensed shops, selling contraband, receiving free
treatment, free medicine, child support for children three or more, and

other social assistance. Turks, who receive none of these benefits, are
fined for selling books on the street to send their children to school.
Turks are victims. Turks are oppressed. Turks are second-class citizens
in their own country. Following in Atatiurk's footsteps, we will defend our
homeland and our families.

Figure 8. Umit Ozdag’s Video Post Containing Divisive
Rhetoric Regarding the Crisis of Syrians Under Temporary
Protection (https://x.com/umitozdag/status/170269130160-
5441884?s=46)

In this video post, Umit Ozdag once again uses
divisive language to construct a binary opposition
between the Turkish population and Syrians under
temporary protection. By portraying Syrians as a
threat to public order and national unity, Ozdag
reinforces populist and nationalist discourse. The
post instrumentalizes refugee-related issues for
political gain, using emotionally charged visuals
and rhetoric to deepen societal polarization and
fuel anti-refugee sentiment.

Global Perspective

While this study primarily focuses on Umit Ozdag
and the Victory Party’s discourse on refugees in
Turkey, it is important to situate these findings
within a broader global context. Across the world,
far-right and populist political movements have
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increasingly framed migration as a challenge to na-
tional identity, cultural homogeneity, and security.
Similar to Ozdag’s rhetoric, these movements con-
struct narratives that portray migrants as a burden
on public resources and a threat to social cohesion.
In Europe, leaders such as Marine Le Pen in France
and Matteo Salvini in Italy, as well as parties like
Alternative fiir Deutschland (AfD) in Germany,
have utilized social media platforms to amplify
anti-immigration messages and mobilize public
sentiment. Likewise, in the United States, Donald
Trump’s “Build the Wall” campaign exemplifies
how digital platforms are leveraged to promote ex-
clusionary and polarizing narratives (Wodak,
2015; Mudde, 2019).

By comparing Ozdag’s discourse with these in-
ternational examples, this section highlights both
the shared global strategies of contemporary right-
wing populism and the unique features of the
Turkish context. This comparison allows for a
deeper understanding of how political rhetoric
around migration and refugees operates across dif-
ferent cultural and political landscapes.

R’ Marine Le Pen %
-

"Pour beaucoup de Francgais, I'immigration massive est une oppression.
Ce n'est pas une "chance pour la France"” mais un dramae.”

Q/ Read 40 answers

Figure 9. Figure 1. Marine Le Pen’s Tweet Opposing Mass

Immigration (2017)
tus/854056552763990016)

(https://x.com/mlp officiel/sta-

Marine Le Pen’s post frames mass immigration
as an “oppression” and a “tragedy,” portraying
migrants as a source of threat. This discourse rein-
forces the idea of protecting national identity and
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aims to unite the French public around a collective
sense of “us.”

@ Donald J. Trump &

Mexico was just ranked the second deadliest country in the world, after
only Syria. Drug trade is largely the cause. We will BUILD THE WALL!

Q/ 25,9 B yaniti oku

Figure 10. Donald Trump’s “Build the Wall” Tweet Empha-
sizing Border Security (2017) (https://x.com/realdonaldtrump/sta-
tus/878013639613186049)

Donald Trump’s tweet frames Mexico as a dan-
gerous external threat, directly linking the issue to
drug trade and violence. By invoking the slogan
“BUILD THE WALL,” Trump offers a symbolic
and physical solution that reinforces the idea of
protecting the nation through strict border control.

This rhetoric mirrors strategies used by other
right-wing populist leaders, such as Marine Le Pen
and Umit Ozdag, who similarly portray migration
as a danger to national security and social order,
albeit in different political and cultural contexts.

Marine Le Pen, Donald Trump, and Umit
Ozdag each employ similar rhetorical strategies to
frame migration as a pressing national issue. Le
Pen emphasizes mass immigration as a “tragedy,”
focusing on cultural homogeneity and national
identity. Trump frames immigration as an external
threat, symbolically and physically addressed
through his “Build the Wall” slogan, emphasizing
border security and sovereignty. Ozdag's dis-
course parallels these narratives by portraying Syr-
ian refugees as both an economic and social bur-
den, positioning their presence as a threat to Tur-
key’s stability. While the cultural and political con-
texts differ, all three leaders utilize othering to mo-
bilize public sentiment, reinforce in-group iden-
tity, and advance nationalist political agendas.

Conclusion
Migration has been a recurring phenomenon

throughout human history, often driven by war,
economic hardship, and other crises. The Syrian
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civil war, which began in 2011, created one of the
largest refugee movements in recent decades. Due
to its geographical proximity and open-door pol-
icy, Turkey became a primary destination for Syri-
ans seeking safety. As of today, Turkey continues
to host a significant population under temporary
protection, which has generated complex social,
economic, and political challenges.

This study analyzed a selection of highly en-
gaged posts shared by Umit Ozdag on X (formerly
Twitter), focusing on his discourse regarding Syri-
ans under temporary protection. Through critical
discourse analysis, it was observed that Ozdag, fre-
quently employs language that frames Syrians as a
threat to national unity and public order. In several
posts, he constructs a binary opposition between
the Turkish population and Syrians, often empha-
sizing themes of national identity, security con-
cerns, and demographic change. Some posts in-
cluded visual materials originally created by sup-
porter groups, which were integrated into his mes-
saging to strengthen nationalist narratives and am-
plify public opposition to refugees.

The findings indicate that such digital discourse
can play a role in shaping public perceptions and
fostering societal polarization. Politicians, as influ-
ential public figures, have the capacity to amplify
fears and concerns through their online activity. In
the case of Ozdag, his posts contribute to exclu-
sionary narratives that may influence attitudes to-
ward refugees and the broader migration debate in
Turkey.

By combining perspectives from political com-
munication, migration studies, and digital dis-
course analysis, this research provides a compre-
hensive view of how political rhetoric surrounding
refugees is constructed and disseminated through
digital platforms. The study highlights the im-
portance of critically examining how online narra-
tives are used to mobilize public opinion, revealing
the potential of digital discourse to both reflect and
intensify socio-political tensions.
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