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The New Era in Trump-Putin Relations
between Pragmatism and Strategic Interests

MEHMET CAGATAY GULER*
ORCID NO: 0000-0001-8604-0449

ABSTRACT: US-Russia relations seem to be uncertain during Trump’s second term
as president, and the course of these relations largely depends on the developments
related to Ukraine War. A temporary ceasefire or a lasting peace (although unlikely)
can be conceptualized as a diplomatic and economic success by Trump Administration.
Trump, while approaching relations pragmatically, may use the sanctions and aids to
Ukraine as a bargaining tool with Moscow. The possibilities of cooperation and conflict
are intertwined. Rare earth elements, power competition with China and the debate re-
volving around the European Security Architecture are among the determining factors.
Moreover, US domestic politics and Russian security strategic are also pivotal shaping

the strategic calculations.
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