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The Age of a parthenos. A new Epitaph from Aphrodisias

Abstract: A new posthumous honorific inscription from Aphrodisias (2nd cent. CE) for Melition
Tatia uses the expression ‘she died at the age of a parthenos. Usually, mapBévog denotes multiple
things at the same time: virginity, unmarried status, and youth. The new text from Aphrodisias
reminds us of the primary meaning of parthenos is the age class of girls. In many inscriptions par-
thenos does not refer to virginity but to age.
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I first met Sencer Sahin in 1997 during the Congress of Greek and Latin Epigraphy in Rome. Friend-
ship soon followed, on a shared walk through the ruins of Ostia. A few years later (2005), we co-
organized — along with Charalambos Kritzas, then Director of the Athens Epigraphic Museum — the
first Greek-Turkish Epigraphical Conference in Athens; another conference followed in Antalya
(2012). T hope that these encounters between Greek and Turkish epigraphers become a tradition. It is,
therefore, with great pleasure that I contribute to a volume in memory of $ahin.

I first presented the following inscription from Aphrodisias during the second Greek-Turkish Epigra-
phy Conference in Antalya.! The text is engraved on a marble statue base that was found integrated
into the Late Antique city wall (Fig. 1).> The base is damaged on the edges of the left and right sides,
and part of the text is not visible because it is still built into the wall (height 90.7 cm, width 38.2 cm,
depth 30.3 cm, letters 2.5-3 cm). On the basis of the standard lettering, it can be dated to the second
century CE (Fig. 2).
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' T thank Michael A. Fowler (Columbia) for correcting my English and Marco Fantuzzi for his remarks. References
to the inscriptions of Aphrodisias are from J. Reynolds, C. Roueché, and G. Bodard, Inscriptions of Aphrodisias (abbre-
viated IAph2007: http://insaph.kcl.ac.uk/iaph2007/index.html).

2 The exact location is in the west-east stretch of the Northeast wall, 7.5 m west of the corner to the north of the
water channel gate (N 909.0, E 902.0). The inscription was discovered in 2004 (Field reports: I 04.03).
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The council and the people honoured with the finest honours Melition of Artemidoros Tatia, daughter
of Artemidoros Papias, son of Artemidoros, grandson of Kallikles, who died at the age of a parthenos.

The text belongs to a large corpus of more or less standardized posthumous honorific inscriptions from
Aphrodisias, which state that an individual was honoured by the council and the people and/or some-
times by the gerousia and the neoi. It is not known where the base with the statue or bust of the de-
ceased girl originally stood. In some cases, the honorific inscriptions explicitly stipulate that statues and
painted images were to be erected in ‘sacred and public places; yet, the great number of preserved
bases makes it unlikely that this was always the case. Many of them must have stood near the grave of
the honoured individual.* As we may infer from expressions such as Taig kaMAioToug Telpaic, Toig
KOAMOTOIC KO HEYIOTAIC TEIUXIC, TOAC TTPWTAIC Ko ueyiotaig Teluoic, and Tai¢ KOAMOTOIC Kol TTPETODONIC
Teloig, there was a certain hierarchy of honours paid to a deceased individual, presumably ranging
from the offering of a crown to a public funeral and the erection of one or more images. The ‘fairest’,
‘greatest’, and ‘first” honours certainly included the erection of a statue. In many cases, the text explicit-
ly states that the honours were awarded posthumously,’ and this can be assumed at least for some of the
other honorary inscriptions on statue bases that are introduced with the stereotypical phrase 1 Bovin
Kkai O dfjpog Eteiunoay Taic kahMoToug (et sim.) TElHAic.

The full name of the honoured girl is Melition Tatia and that of her father Artemidoros Papias.® Ac-
cording to the common practice in Aphrodisias, the second name is given after the patronymic.” In this
case, the filiation (lines 4-5) is repeated after the second name (lines 5-6), this time with the addition
of the word 6vyatépa. The names Tatia, Artemidoros, and Papias are very common in Aphrodisias,
while Melition and Kallikles are less so.® Papias was often used as a second name.” The individuals
mentioned in this inscription are otherwise unattested.

The most interesting aspect of the new inscription is the expression fAkiq [mop]@évov (lines 11-12),
that is, the use of the word map6évoc to denote age. This expression is paralleled by the phrase
TeevTROOCAV TTapOEvov €1, which is employed in another epitaph from Aphrodisias, however, without
an explicit reference to an age class.® A similar expression can be restored in the posthumous honorific
inscription for Pyrrhos, son of Zenon, also from Aphrodisias: [teA]evtioav|[Ta moudoc?] fidwi|[¢] or [év
oudo¢?] Ahki|[]. !

Although mapBévog is often translated as ‘virgin’,'? the principle meaning in the documentary evidence
of the Hellenistic and Imperial periods is ‘girl’ and ‘unmarried girl’. In banquets and distributions of
the Imperial period, benefactors are praised for including yvvoikeg koi moapBévor, that is, married and

3 E.g. IAph2007 12.704.
* For a catalogue of portrait statues and a survey of the statue bases see Smith et al. 2006.

’E.g., 1.160, 1.171, 7.8, 11.18, 12.4, 12.5, 12.20, 12.29, 12.30, 12.104, 12.105, 12.203, 12.301, 12.306, 12.307,
12.518, 12.520, 12.706, 12.905, 12.919, 13.6, 13.105, 13.701, 15.262.

¢ The names have been included in the prosopography of Bourtzinakou 2012 no. 1578 (Melition Tatia); no. 522
(Artemidoros Papias). See also no. 521 and 1396 for the other ancestors, Artemidoros and Kallikles. Cf. LGPN Vb
s.vv. ‘Aptepidwpog 69—70, KaAhkAfic 6, and Mehitiov 2.

7 See Chaniotis 2013, 207-229.

8 Artemidoros: Bourtzinakou 2012 nos. 471-535; LGPN Vb, s.v. nos. 26—78. Kallikles: Bourtzinakou 2012 nos.
1394-1398; LGPN Vb, s.v. nos. 2—6. Melition: Bourtzinakou 2012 nos. 1576-1578; LGPN Vb, s.v. nos. 1-3. Papias:
Bourtzinakou 2012 nos. 1929-1960; LGPN Vb, s.v. nos. 1-42. Tatia: Bourtzinakou 2012 nos. 2146-2159; LGPN
Vb, s.v. nos. 1-20.

 Chaniotis 2013 nos. 8, 10, 11, 20, 51, and 91.

19 TAph2007 12.518 (second century CE?). Cf. IAPh2007 13.5: Tehevticovto &7t véov.

"' TAph2007 13.7 lines 12—14 (second/third century CE): [teA]evtioav|[ta . .c.7. . fAi|[a]. Cf. IPr. 102: petnA-
Aokxévon Top Biov, [ETt pév éu] moudog nAKiq HTapxovTa.

12 On aspects of virginity see Sissa 1990.
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unmarried women." The poor parthenoi in Xanthos who received dowries from a benefactor (éxdidwov
de kai g mevixpag mapBévovg) were girls of marriageable age.' In an inscription from Didyma, a
priestess approached the oracle in order to seek an explanation for the fact that ever since she had as-
sumed the office there had been an extraordinary number of appearances of gods in the dreams ‘of both
girls (mapOévor) and (adult/married) women (yvvoikec), of both men and children’.” Another unam-
biguous instance in which the word denotes an unmarried woman is the epitaph of Prosodos in Teos,
who is presented as speaking from her grave: ‘at the age of 19 I was still a map@évog; then I married’.'®

In the new inscription from Aphrodisias, the word mapBévog is used to indicate Melition’s age at her
death. Funerary inscriptions for map@évor usually commemorate girls who died before or shortly after
they had reached puberty and marriageable age; when the age is indicated, it usually ranges from 8 to
16 years."” The association of mapBévog with age allows us also to understand properly a grave epigram
from Karza in Paphlagonia (mid-third century CE), which has puzzled some scholars.”® The epigram
narrates the story of a 14-year-old married girl, who committed suicide in order not to be molested by
the barbarians (Goths?) who had abducted her. Although the epigram states that the young woman
(kopn) ‘had given pleasure to her dear husband for only seven months’ (Entd povwv pnvv d¢ dirov
noow gbppavaoca), according to the next line she ‘left the mapBevikov i at the age of fourteen’
(mapOevikov Mme Gpidg TeTpag Kati dekétng). Domitilla did not depart life as a married virgin, untouched
by her husband; she died still as a girl. TTapOevikov i signifies ‘young age’."

Since fuikioe does not only mean age but also a legally defined age class,? it is worth considering the
possible implications of the new inscription for the society of Aphrodisias. In the documentary evi-
dence, the mapOévor are well attested as an age class that corresponded to that of the moidec. For in-
stance, the lists of delegations sent to the sanctuary of Apollo in Klaros associate the map6évor with the
‘boys’ (moadeg, nieor);*' similarly, in Ephesos, ornaments for the statue of Artemis were brought by
noideg and mopbévor.?? The explicit correspondence between mapBévor and maideg as age classes raises
the question of the institutional aspects of this age class. Significant evidence for this question comes

" E.g. Didyma 279: dovg taii [y]uveugiv kai Taic mapOévorg Siavoprv.

14 EXanthos VII 67 (2nd cent. CE).

15 Didyma 496: Todro 82 ko d16t mapBevev Kai yovouk®dv, TodTo dE Ko d1° dppévev kai vniwy.

16 TW 116: év<vé>a ka<i> dé<k>" Erwv f<p>nv &n mapBév<o>c, eit’ éyaunoa. Cf. GV 2046: od voudav, &t
opOE[vov].

17 SEG 16 674: mapBéve étawv 15 31 564: dktaétne mapbévog; 39 485 C: mévre kai déka €tn mopdéve; IG IV 196:
déka yap téooop’ ékmiicao’ ETn mEUTTY TO o®pa KoroAéhowma mapbévog, dmoug, Gvupdog, nibeog; IG 1X.2.649:
[roplOévog ... uénov[oa] youw dekamevtaetnc peiyvvobou; IPerinthos 219: mévD’ étéwv oboa kai déka TTPOG TOIG,
napOévog; CIG 3118: éréwv kdpoaoa dig [éntde,] mapbévog IKPolis 148: mapbévew Buyarpi érdv 1y’; MAMA VII 155:
napBevy €obhoté[tn] dexamevrare; MAMA VIII 175: érwv 1" nafpblévav; IGLS II1.1.915: ma[pBléve ... évveétn;
IGLA, no. 347: mapBévog Gwpog (étwv) 1€’; IGR I 1232: mapOévog étdv 1g”. But even Berenike, the daughter of Ptolemy
III and Berenike, who died shortly before or after her first birthday was designated as a map@évoc, was honoured as
dvaooa mapBévwy, and received sacrifices from the daughters of the Egyptian priests (OGIS 56 B, 238 BCE). A love
charm associates the mapBévor with boys before puberty (uéMakec): SEG 38 1838 lines 12-13: péla&i te k[oi
mopOEvorc.

'8 See the bibliography in SEG 34 1271; 37 1092; 47 1697.

19 Merkelbach — Stauber 2001, 293 no. 10/01/12: ‘das Leben eines Midchens’. Cf. Stracca 1996/97, 15-32
(‘comportamento “virginale”). As Marco Fantuzzi pointed out to me, mopBevikov ¢p&¢ may also allude to the fact that
Donmitilla remained chaste with respect to her abductors.

2 E.g. IKaunos 30: &mo thg év mouoiv kai épnpoig fhikiag; CIG 3088: péon, vewtépa, mpeoPutépa fikio in the
gymnasium of Teos; IPessinous, 170: maidwv HAtkic.

21 SEG 37 961 lines 10-11: maidwv koid mapBévwv ovopata; SEG 37 973 line 8 and 974 line 5: fifeo1 mapeyévovro
ko apBévor; Robert 1969, 300-301: mapeyévovro maideg ko mapbévor kai Duvnoav tovg Ogodc.

22 SEG 34 1124: mpootvevkay Tfi 0@ Tov kdouov moadeg kai mapOévot.
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from Pergamon in the early first century CE. Here, the corporations and boards that honoured an
anonymous individual with wreaths included the ‘officials responsible for the orderly conduct of the
mrapBévor and the mapbévor (oi émi Tfig edkoopiog TV Tapdévwy kai ai mapbévor).? If the mapbevor
could offer honours, exactly like the members of a gymnasium (oi de[1]popevo[1] €v T® movnyvpIk<e>
yvuvawoiw), this can only mean that they could meet and make decisions as a clearly defined group with
some form of corporate organization, analogous to that of the ephebes. Another Late Hellenistic in-
scription records the names of mapBévor who were victorious in competitions in the gymnasium; the
text was inscribed under the supervision of the man who served as émi 1fi¢ edkoopiog TV TOPOEVWY. >
This office is also attested in an inscription copied in Smyrna but attributed by Louis Robert to Per-
gamon.” Robert, like E. Ziebarth before him, plausibly assumed that the organization of the map0évor
was connected with the gymnasium.?

Apart from the education of the map6évor in the gymnasium, in the cities in which such education was
provided, their age class was certainly also relevant for rituals and cultic functions reserved for unmar-
ried girls.”” A decree of lasos concerning honours for Queen Laodike (ca. 195-190) stipulates the an-
nual election of a priestess, who had to be a mapBévog and was not allowed to serve a second time.?® In
Magnesia on the Maeander, the paidonomos and the gynaikonomos appointed nine boys (maidec) and
nine mapBévol, whose parents were still alive, to participate in a celebration for Zeus Sosipolis (early
second century BCE).?” In Teos, the cult personnel designated as iepateiog mapbévor must have been
girls in the service of a priestess (first century BCE);* a similar service existed in Pergamon, as we may
infer from a dedication made by the priestess of Athena Nikephoros and Polias and the parthenoi.*
And as we have already seen, boys and map0évor performed cultic services in Ephesos and Klaros (see
notes 21 and 22). In the above cases, the word comprises all three properties of a map@évog: she is a girl
(ca. 8-14 years), unmarried, and a virgin. The principal meaning concerns girlhood; the other mean-
ings, unmarried status and virginity, follow from young age. Still, there are also cases in which the vir-
ginity of the parthenos who fulfilled a cultic duty was explicitly demanded. For instance, an oracle of
Apollo Klarios (first century CE) asked Sidyma to appoint annually as priestess of Artemis a girl (repi
Vewkopov apbévov), in order that the pure rituals ([a]yva 6edc dovi te ... Bunmora teiwa) may be
performed by the hands of a parthenos (mopOevikaic mohduouot); the priestess was to be unmarried (un
Tpocdyely OoAGUOIG iEpNTOAOY, fiv Amd AékTpwv), young (véav), and untouched (&01ktov).*

In Aphrodisias, as elsewhere in Asia Minor, the word parthenos designated an age class of girls belong-
ing to citizen families. An analogous division of the young male citizens in the age classes of maide,
gdpnpot, and véor is known to have existed in this city.”® The age class of the parthenoi would have been

3 JPergamon 11 463.

2 Robert 1937, 58 note 4.

25 CIG 3185; Robert 1937, 56-59.

26 Ziebart 1914, 40; Robert 1937, 58.

77 See e.g. Brulé 1987; Parker 2005, 218-252; Connelly 2007, 33-41. For the Archaic and Classical periods, see
Brelich 1969.

28 Jlasos 4, lines 33-36- aipeicOw ka[T - - é]viafuTov - - iépeiav] mapbévov faothicong ‘Adpo[ditng Aajodikng: ... [kod
ad]th pn e€éotw dig iepnTed[oou].

2 IMagnesia 98: dmootéMerv 8¢ ToLG mondovopovg maidog Evvéa AUPIOOAEIG, GTOOTENAEY DE KO TOVG YUVOIKOVOUOUG
topOEvoug Evvea audOoEiG.

3 CIG 3098.

3! TPergamon II 360 (early 2nd cent. CE).

2 TAMII 174.

33 The paides, epheboi and the neoi are directly attested. Paides: e.g. IAPh2007 1.177; 11.58; 11.60 etc. For paides in
the athletic contests at Aphrodisias see Roueché 1993 nos. 52, 70, 71, 78-86, 91. Epheboi and neoi: see Chaniotis,
forthcoming. The age class of the elderly elite citizens is indirectly attested by the existence of the gerousia, for which see
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relevant for education and rituals, for which direct evidence from Aphrodisias is lacking. The posthu-
mous honorific inscription for the high priestess Claudia Tryphosa Pauleina, who died ‘still a mop-
0évoc’ is not relevant in this context. She served as high priestess neither in her own right nor as a par-
thenos, but rather only in conjunction with her father, the high priest Claudius Apollonios — presuma-
bly because her mother had died.** Parthenoi may have officiated in the cult of Aphrodite, possibly in
the ritual of &vbndopia; however, the main cultic function in this ritual was certainly not reserved for
parthenoi. Three out of four women designated as avOndopoc tiic 'Appodeitng were married when they
held this office.”

Usually, map6évoc denotes multiple things at the same time: virginity, unmarried status, and youth.
For instance, when in grave inscriptions a man states that he had his wife ék moapBeviog or designates
her as mapOevikn droxog, all these meanings overlap.* The new text from Aphrodisias reminds us of the
primary meaning of parthenos: the age class of gitls.
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Ozet

Bir parthenos un Yast. Aphrodiasias’tan yeni bir Mezar Yazitu
Aphrodisias’tan I.S. 2. yy.da Melition Tatia igin hazirlanmis yeni bir onurlandirma yazitinda “parthenos
caginda 6ldii” ifadesi yer almaktadir. ITap6évog sozctigii genel olarak biinyesinde ayni anda pekgok an-
lam barindirmakeadir: bekaret, evlenmemis olma statiisii ve genglik. Aphrodisias’tan bu yeni belge bize
parthenos’un “yas kategorisi” olarak ilk anlamini haurlatmakeadir. Zira pekeok yazitta parthenos sdzciigia
bakirelige degil yasa isaret etmektedir.
Anahtar sozciikler: Parthenos; yas; Aphrodisias; heykel kaidesi; gymnasion.
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