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The Value of Women in the Holy Qur'an and Sunnah

Abstract: A number of non-Muslim thinkers and researchers, as well as some Muslims, have claimed that
Islam oppresses women, deprives them of their rights, and renders them socially insignificant. Such
assertions are largely based on the actions and practices of certain Muslims. These practices are then
generalized and falsely attributed to Islamic teachings themselves, influencing individuals who lack
sufficient knowledge of the Qur’anic texts and the authentic Sunnah of the Prophet Muhammad (peace
be upon him). This study seeks to demonstrate the invalidity of such claims by first examining the
perceptions and treatment of women in pre-Islamic and non-Islamic civilizations, religions, and societies,
and then by clarifying the status and rights accorded to women in Islam. In ancient Greek civilization,
women were regarded as inferior, denied legal rights, and excluded from inheritance and property
ownership. Some Greek traditions depicted women as serpents transformed into human form or as
commodities subject to trade. In classical Athens, women were considered second-class citizens deprived
of political and social rights. In Roman society, women were often viewed as subservient to men, stripped
of independent legal identity, and subjected to severe restrictions and humiliating punishments. In
ancient China, women were likened to destructive forces that brought misfortune and poverty, and men
were granted the right to sell their wives. Hindu law, particularly the Code of Manu, sanctioned the
burning of widows alive alongside their deceased husbands, reducing women to sacrificial offerings and
equating them with animals. In ancient Persian society, divorced women were placed under absolute male
authority and could even be sentenced to death. In Jewish tradition, women were considered impure and
a source of curse, especially during menstruation, and were socially isolated. Talmudic literature
frequently portrayed women as sources of temptation, calamity, and regret. Distorted forms of
Christianity imposed severe humiliation upon women, prohibiting them from speaking in church,
permitting their execution upon accusations of adultery without evidence, and equating remarriage after
divorce with adultery. Similarly, in pre-Islamic Arabian society, women were treated as inheritable
property, denied autonomy and ownership, and in some cases buried alive out of fear of dishonor. Against
this historical backdrop, the Islamic perspective on women reveals a profound and fundamental
distinction. An examination of the primary sources of Islamic law, namely the Qur’an and the Sunnah,
clearly demonstrates that Islam elevated the status of women and affirmed their human dignity. Islam
established equality between men and women in creation, religious obligation, moral responsibility,
reward, and punishment. It granted women the right to express opinions, offer counsel, promote virtue,
prevent wrongdoing, and call others to God. Furthermore, Islam recognized women'’s full legal capacity in
matters of ownership, trade, inheritance, charity, and financial disposition, strictly prohibiting the
unlawful appropriation of their property without consent. It also guaranteed women the right to a
dignified life, protection from injustice and harm, and access to education, making the pursuit of essential
religious and worldly knowledge an equal obligation for men and women.

Keywords: Interpretation and Quranic Sciences, the Qur’an and Sunnah, Islam, Women, Honor, Equality.

Kur'an't Kerim ve Siinnette Kadinin Degeri
Oz: Misliiman olmayan bazi disiiniir ve arastirmacilarin yani sira kimi Mislimanlar da islam’in kadina
zulmettigini, onu haklarindan mahrum biraktigini ve toplum icinde degersizlestirdigini ileri sirmektedir.
Bu iddialar, biylik ol¢lide bazi Mislimanlarin bireysel tutum ve uygulamalarinin dine atfedilmesine
dayanmaktadir. Oysa bu tiir genellemeler, Kur’an-1 Kerim’in ayetlerini ve Hz. Peygamber’in (s.a.v.) sahih
siinnetini yeterince bilmeyen kimseler {izerinde etkili olmaktadir. Bu ¢alismada, s6z konusu iddialarin
gecersizligini ortaya koymak amaciyla, éncelikle islam &ncesi ve islam disi toplum, medeniyet ve dinlerin
kadina bakis agisi ele alinmis; ardindan islam’in kadina verdigi deger ve tanidigi haklar agiklanmistir.
Nitekim Antik Yunan’da kadin asagilanmis, haklardan yoksun birakilmis, miras ve miulkiyet hakki
taninmamistir. Bazi Yunan distncelerinde kadin, insan kiligina girmis bir yilan ya da alinip satilan bir meta
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olarak tasvir edilmis; Atina’da ise kadin, siyasi ve toplumsal haklardan mahrum ikinci sinif bir vatandas
sayllmistir. Roma uygarliginda kadin, erkege tabi bir varlik olarak goriilmus; temel insani ihtiyaglari dahi
sinirlandinimis ve cesitli sekillerde agir fiziksel cezalarla asagilanmistir. Eski Cin’de kadin, felaket ve
yoksullugun kaynagi olarak nitelendirilmis; erkege esini satma hakki taninmistir. Hindu “Manu Seriati”’nda
kocasi 6len kadinin diri diri yakilmasi mesru gorilmis; kadin kurban edilen, hayvanla es tutulan bir
konuma indirgenmistir. Eski iran toplumunda ise bosanmis kadin erkegin mutlak tasarrufu altinda
bulunmus, hatta 6limle cezalandirilabilmistir. Yahudi geleneginde kadin, necis ve ugursuz kabul edilmis;
hayiz halinde dokundugu her seyi kirlettig§ine inanilmistir. Talmud literatlriinde kadin, fitne ve felaket
unsuru olarak betimlenmistir. Tahrif edilmis Hristiyanlik anlayisinda ise kadina agir kisitlamalar getirilmis;
kilisede konusmasi yasaklanmis, zina isnadi durumunda delil aranmaksizin cezalandirilmis, bosanmis
kadinin yeniden evlenmesi zinaya esdeger sayilmistir. Cahiliye dénemi Arap toplumlarinda da kadin, miras
konusu bir esya olarak goértlmis; kimi zaman namus gerekgesiyle diri diri gomiilmdistir. Bu tarihsel tablo,
islam’in kadina bakisiyla karsilastirildiginda belirgin bir fark ortaya koymaktadir. islam’in temel kaynaklari
olan Kur’an ve Siinnet incelendiginde, kadinin insan onurunu yiicelten bir anlayisin benimsendigi agikca
gorilmektedir. islam, kadin ve erkegi yaratilista esit kabul etmis; iman, ibadet, sorumluluk, sevap ve ceza
bakimindan aralarinda ayrim yapmamistir. Kadina diisiince ve ifade 6zgurlGgi tanimig; iyiligi emretme ve
kotulikten sakindirma sorumlulugunu ona da yiklemistir. Milkiyet, ticaret, miras, bagis ve tasarruf hakki
tanimis; malinin rizasi olmadan alinmasini kesin bicimde yasaklamistir. Ayrica kadinin can gilivenligini,
onurlu yasam hakkini ve egitim hakkini teminat altina almig; dini ve diinyevi bilgi edinme yikimlulGgini
erkekle esit diizeyde farz kilmistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Kur'an tefsiri ve bilimleri, Kur'an ve Siinnet, islam, Kadin, Deger, Esitlik.
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