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The Poem of Modernity and Its Audience: A Reading of Mohammad Bennis’s Critical Approach
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Ozet: 20. yiizyilin sonlarinda, 1960’larm sonunda Almanya’da Hans Robert Jauss ve Wolfgang Iser adl iki 6nde gelen bilim
insani tarafindan ortaya atildi. Bu kuram, dogdugu andan itibaren edebiyat ve elestiri ¢evrelerinde kabul gordii ve metni
sekillendirmede okurun roliine odaklandi; bdylece okur, metni anlamlandirma ve olusturma siirecinde yazarm ortagt haline
geldi. Metin analizinin odagi, okuyucunun verdigi tepki ve metinle etkilesimi aracilifiyla yazardan okuyucuya kaydi. Bu
calisma, Modern Arap siir elestirmenleri nezdinde, modernite siiri ile alicisi arasindaki iliskiyi ortaya koymay1 amaglamaktadir.
Bunu da Arap siirinin ugradigi kavramsal ve islevsel doniistimler, ger¢eklik ve toplumla iliskisi, dilini, ritmini ve imgesini
olusturan yapisi lizerinden gergeklestirmektedir. Biitiin bunlar, modernist sairlerin, edebi tiirler teorisinden ve beyitlere dayali
aruz musikisinden kurtulup dilsel ritme ve siiri diger sozli sanatlardan ayiran yogun tasvirl mecaza yonelmelerinden sonra
meydana gelmistir. Calisma, Arap modernitesinin en onemli elestirmenlerinden biri olarak kabul edilen Fashi elestirmen
Muhammed Bennis’in yazilari iizerinde durmustur. Nitekim yazar, yazilarini1 yazmaya basladigindan bu yana modernite yolunu
benimsemistir. Bu yiizden modernite sairlerinden biri olarak kabul edilmektedir. Bu yoniiyle yazar, hem siiri hem de elestiriyi
modernitede birlestirmis, bu da yazilarina ayricalik ve 6zellik kazandirmistir. Caligma bir giris ve bes boliimden olusmaktadir:
birinci boliim siir kavramini, ikincisi siirin iglevini, ligiinciisii elestirmenlerin eski siire karsi tutumunu, dordiinciisii siirin
toplumla iligkisini ve besincisi siirin aliciyla iligkisini ele almaktadir. Caligmada yapilan tahliller elestirel epistemolojik
yaklagima dayanmis olup yazarin goriislerine kendi kaynaklarindan atifta bulunulmus, bu goriisleri kabul gorse de elestirilse
de hepsi tartisilmustir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Siir, Elestiri, Modernite, Alict, Muhammed Bennis.

Abstract: This theory emerged in the late 1960s in Germany through the works of two prominent scholars: Hans Robert Jauss
and Wolfgang Iser. Since its inception, this theory has been widely accepted among scholars of literature and literary criticism
. It focuses on the reader's role in shaping the text, where the reader becomes a partner to the author in the creation of the text
and in shaping its meaning. Thus, the focus of textual analysis shifted from the author to the reader, through their response and
interaction with the text. This study seeks to explore the positions of critics on modern Arabic poetry regarding the relationship
between modern poetry and the audience. It does so by examining the transformations that have affected Arabic poetry in its
concept, function, relation to reality and society, and its structural components such as language, rhythm, and imagery. These
transformations occured after modernist poets abandoned the traditional genre classifications and the music of classical Arabic
meter (‘artd), instead relying on linguistic rhythm and the density of figurative imagery to distinguish poetry from other verbal
arts. The study focuses on the writings of the Moroccan criticMohammad Bennis, who is considered one of the most important
critics of Arabic modernism. From the beginning of his career, Bennis adopted the modernist approach and is also considered
one of its poets, thus combining modernism in both poetry and criticism, which gave his writings a distinct character and
uniqueness. The study is divided into an introduction and five sections: The first addresses the concept of poetry, the second the
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function of poetry, the third the critic’s view on classical poetry, the fourth the relationship between poetry and society, and the
fifth the relationship between poetry and the recipient. The study relies on the epistemological critical method, which refers
back to the author’s opinions in theirsources and engages with them, whether in acceptance or critique.

Keywords: Poetry, Criticism, Modernity, Audience, Mohammad Bennis
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