Tiirk Akademik Yayinlar Dergisi (TAY Journal), 2026, 10(1), 1-21

"SSN; 2618-589"

¢ 2017 »

http://www.tayjournal.com

https://dergipark.org.tr/en/pub/tayjournal

Tiirkiye’s Education Policies Towards Syrian Students
During the Syria Civil War*

» Firat Demirkol, Asst. Prof. Dr., Corresponding Author
Istanbul Nisantas1 University, Tiirkiye
firat.demirkol@nisantasi.edu.tr

Orcid ID: 0000-0003-0887-0898

5 Nazmiye Atasever, Lecturer
Ministry of National Education, Tiirkiye
nazzzatasever@gmail.com

Orcid ID: 0009-0002-7247-5278

Article Type: Review Article

Received Date: 02.08.2025

Revised Date: 20.11.2025

Accepted Date: 15.03.2026

Published Date: 31.03.2026

Plagiarism: This article has been reviewed by at least
two referees and scanned via a plagiarism software
Doi: 10.29329/tayjournal.2026.1427.01

Citation: Demirkol, F., & Atasever, N. (2026).
Tiirkiye’s education policies towards Syrian students
during the Syria civil war. Tiirk Akademik Yaymnlar
Dergisi (TAY Journal), 10(1), 1-21.

*The related study was derived from the non-thesis master’s
graduation project prepared by Nazmiye Atasever within the
Graduate Education Institute of Istanbul Nisantasi
University.


http://www.tayjournal.com/
https://dergipark.org.tr/tr/pub/tayjournal
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-0887-0898
https://orcid.org/0009-0002-7247-5278

Tiirkiye’s education policies towards Syrian... Demirkol, F., & Atasever, N.

Abstract

Tiirkiye, while experiencing migration from neighboring Syria, is aware that meeting only the basic
needs of children will be insufficient for refugee children to look to the future with hope without lost
generations. Education is an important issue that needs to be emphasized in order to protect refugee
children’s right to education and to ensure that they can continue their lives as skilled individuals in
the future without moving away from the origin of the society. In doing so, efforts to school refugee
children are supported and the impact of civil society organizations on the process is observed. This
study deals with the educational policies implemented for Syrian students who came to Tiirkiye as a
result of the civil war and the cooperation with international institutions and organizations. This
study, which employs a review design, reveals Tiirkiye’s educational policies toward Syrian students
during the Syrian civil war and draws attention to the importance of education in the integration of
refugees into Tiirkiye. It has been concluded that there is a lack of integration between Tiirkiye’s
migration and education policies, that projects introduced as temporary solutions face significant
challenges in becoming permanent, and that non-governmental organizations [NGOs] need to
assume a more active role within these processes. Implementing these recommendations would
contribute to a more inclusive, equitable, and sustainable education system capable of addressing the
long-term needs of Syrian refugee students and promoting social cohesion within Turkish society.

Keywords: Education policy, migration, international education, public policy.

Introduction

Migration can be defined as a movement that involves individuals or communities
relocating from their place of residence to another location, either temporarily or permanently,
which in turn affects societies and the political policies of states (Tung, 2015). Migrations
occurring either between countries or within national borders due to social, economic, and
political reasons have led to the comparison and coexistence of diverse cultures, often giving
rise to various issues. Throughout history, societies have repeatedly been compelled to change
their living environments for a variety of reasons. These movements have emerged either as a
result of necessity or voluntary choice. In relation to population and migratory movements,
different terms and concepts are used, particularly when compulsory or coercive factors are
involved. Such terms often lead to confusion in everyday discourse and create challenges in
understanding the phenomenon.

In this context, one of the most significant reference sources is the Glossary on
Migration published by the International Organization for Migration [IOM]. Although the
terminology may cause confusion in daily use, migration or population movement may be
internal or cross-border, voluntary or forced, legal or illegal, and temporary or permanent - all
of which entail different definitions and frameworks. Migration carried out through legal
channels and under legal regulations is considered “regular migration” (IOM, 2009). One of
the main reasons it is classified as regular is that it is conducted in accordance with a defined
standard and under specified conditions.

In contrast, the term “irregular migrant” refers to individuals who enter a country
without authorization or who remain in a country after the expiration of their legal stay. The
concept of irregularity is particularly used for those who remain in or enter a country without
planning or legal control. One of the most frequently confused terms is that of irregular
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migrants and individuals under temporary protection. Especially in cases of mass migration,
the condition of temporary protection may be perceived as irregular due to its rapid socio-
economic impacts on the host country (I0OM, 2009).

Migration is often encountered among segments of society that are, for various reasons,
in a minority position. Minorities are defined as social groups that are numerically inferior,
lack dominant status, and possess distinct ethnic, cultural, religious, or linguistic
characteristics compared to the majority population. Although the minority concept is usually
based on social divisions, it also applies to individuals who are politically marginalized and
seek to migrate in search of better living conditions due to perceived discrimination. This
situation particularly gives rise to what is known as “brain drain,” which refers to the migration
of skilled individuals who, due to lack of equal opportunities or limited means for self-
fulfillment, choose to migrate to another country to work in qualified professions (IOM, 2009).

In this context, the concept of labour migration also emerges, referring to the
movement of individuals who seek to maintain their livelihoods through employment
opportunities abroad. Although the terms “refugee” and “asylum seeker” are related to the
aforementioned concepts, they often carry negative connotations. However, at their core, they
refer to individuals who, due to their identity or the prevailing social conditions in their home
country, do not feel safe and seek to live in another country (IOM, 2009).

Throughout history, the geography of Anatolia has become a central hub for numerous
population movements, whether by necessity or choice. This region, frequently traversed by
individuals and groups, has hosted a wide range of cultures, functioning as a space where
various cultural identities meet, interact, and often blend. While such interactions may give
rise to the emergence of new or hybrid cultures, they can also generate cultural tensions and
competition between communities. One of the most significant manifestations of these
tensions is the issue of integration. While host communities often strive to accelerate and
deepen the integration of newcomers, migrant groups may resist such processes out of concern
that integration could lead to assimilation, seeking instead to preserve their cultural identity
and traditions. At this juncture, education emerges as one of the most crucial tools.

In 2011, due to the outbreak of civil war in Syria, over 3.5 million Syrian asylum seekers
arrived in Tiirkiye (Anadolu Agency [AA], 2022). Initially, a temporary crisis management
strategy was implemented to meet their basic needs. However, as the conflict persisted with no
clear end in sight, efforts began to transform temporary measures into more permanent
solutions, with the goal of promoting social cohesion. In addition to socio-cultural integration
initiatives, efforts within the field of education have played a significant role in facilitating this
process. A large proportion of Syrian refugees in Tiirkiye are children. In order to prevent the
formation of a “lost generation” and to instil a sense of hope for the future, considerable
emphasis has been placed on encouraging education and ensuring integration through
schooling.

Tiirkiye has endeavoured to meet the essential needs of Syrian refugees. Yet, once it
became apparent that their presence would be long-term, initiatives were launched to integrate
them into Turkish society. Among these initiatives were efforts to enable Syrian students to
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continue their education in public schools and to learn the Turkish language. Until 2016,
Syrian students had the option of attending either Temporary Education Centers [TECs] or
public schools. However, after 2016, policies were introduced requiring students to enroll in
public schools, eliminating the choice between different educational institutions (Emin, 2016).

Tiirkiye has implemented a range of educational policies and programs aimed at
supporting refugee students. While some of these efforts have achieved their intended
outcomes, others have fallen short. Identifying the challenges encountered during the
integration of Syrian children into the Turkish education system can help assess the
effectiveness of existing programs, highlight areas of weakness, and contribute to the
acceleration of the overall process of social integration.

Accordingly, the primary aim of this study is to examine the educational policies
implemented for Syrian students who have migrated to Tiirkiye, as well as the collaborations
established with international institutions and organizations. It seeks to emphasize the
significance of institutional support throughout the policy implementation process.

The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees [UNHCR] identifies the primary
funding areas for refugees and asylum seekers as protection, food, education, health, basic
needs, shelter, sanitation, livelihoods, and social cohesion (UNHCR, 2016; 2018; 2020). At the
onset of the humanitarian crisis, host countries primarily focused on addressing refugees’ basic
living needs through context-specific strategies (Ozdemir & Aypay, 2022).

In Tiirkiye, the policy of providing educational services to refugees in state schools and
TECs has been implemented through coordinated efforts among the Ministry of National
Education [MoNE], United Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund [UNICEF],
UNHCR, donors, and non-governmental organizations (Ozdemir & Aypay, 2022). Statistical
evidence suggests that Tiirkiye’s educational intervention is distinctive in two respects. First,
the number of children under temporary protection requiring school enrolment is
exceptionally high. Second, although the integration of Syrian children into state schools began
relatively late, the number of enrolments increased rapidly following the implementation of
the integration project (Arik Akyiiz et al., 2018; UNICEF, 2019).

By the start of the 2020-2021 academic year, more than 768,000 Syrian children in
Tiirkiye were enrolled in compulsory formal education (K12), and over 37,000 students had
entered higher education (6.67%; global refugee average= 3%). Enrolment rates among Syrian
children tend to decline with increasing age (primary school= 79.5%; middle school= 78.9%;
high school= 39.7%). Socioeconomic factors, the transition to distance learning, language
barriers, and challenges related to social integration have been reported to influence
enrollment, attendance, and school participation among school-aged Syrian children,
approximately 35% of whom are out-of-school (UNHCR, 2020; Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development [OECD], 2020).

Historically, for asylum seekers and refugees who are not culturally Turkish, permanent
solutions in Tiirkiye have consisted of either resettlement to a third country or voluntary
repatriation. For the Syrian refugee crisis, local integration emerged as a third permanent
solution due to the impracticality of the first two options (Dereli, 2018). Following this policy
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shift, several measures were implemented to integrate Syrian children into the formal
education system. These included the creation of new learning environments, financial support
for the operational costs of TECs, coverage of security and maintenance expenses for state
schools with high numbers of Syrian students, distribution of educational materials, allocation
of personnel, incentive payments for Syrian volunteer educators, teacher training and
qualification certification programs, conditional cash transfers for families of enrolled
children, and the implementation of remedial and Accelerated Education Programs for out-of-
school children (UNICEF, 2019).

By mid-2019, the program, which facilitated school enrolment for approximately
500.000 refugee children, had a positive impact on enrolment and attendance rates,
particularly in rural areas (OECD, 2020). Evaluations of the Promoting Inclusive Education
for Kids [PIKTES] project indicate that interventions such as language instruction,
supplemental education, and remedial training for school leaders positively influenced Syrian
students’ academic performance, absenteeism, grade repetition, and sense of belonging.
Nevertheless, in subsequent years, significant challenges remain, including enrolling a greater
number of school-aged refugee children and reaching approximately 400,000 children, most
of whom are currently out-of-school at the secondary level (Ozdemir & Aypay, 2022).

What distinguishes this study from others is its focus on identifying the educational
policies adopted by Tiirkiye for Syrian students during the Syrian civil war, thereby
demonstrating the crucial role of education in the integration of refugees into Turkish society.
The study highlights the effectiveness of these educational policies in supporting the
integration process and contributes to the broader literature by addressing a timely and
increasingly important issue. As the integration of Syrian students into the Turkish education
system continues to be a dynamic and evolving subject, examining it from multiple
perspectives will help generate practical recommendations and guide future research.

Method

This study examines Tiirkiye’s educational policies toward Syrian students during the
Syrian civil war and employs a review-based research design. Review articles synthesize and
critically examine studies conducted within a specific field or on a particular topic, organizing
them according to the author’s analytical perspective. The primary objective of such studies is
to compile, analyze, and systematically present the existing body of knowledge on a given
subject (Rowley & Slack, 2004).

The decision to adopt a review design is grounded in the nature of the research aim,
which necessitates the compilation and analysis of data derived from public institutions’
practices, official policy documents, academic studies, and statements issued by authorized
officials concerning Tiirkiye’s educational policies for Syrian students. Review studies should
extend beyond the mere aggregation of information and instead be structured around
fundamental concepts and overarching ideas. Accordingly, rather than addressing each source
individually in detail, identifying and presenting the shared themes that connect these sources
offers a more effective and coherent analytical framework (Karasar, 2009; Uman, 2011). The
study examines the literature on the integration of Syrian students into the Turkish education
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system, focusing on both its similarities and differences. Within this framework, the review
article is organized into the following sections:

1. The Syrian Migration Crisis and Its Socio-Political Impacts on Tiirkiye,
2. Educational Barriers Faced by Syrian Refugee Children: A Conceptual Overview, and

3. Tiirkiye’s Educational Policy Response to Syrian Refugee Students.

Ethical Permits of Research:

In this study, all the rules specified to be followed within the scope of “Higher Education
Institutions Scientific Research and Publication Ethics Directive” were complied with. None of
the actions specified under the heading “Actions Contrary to Scientific Research and
Publication Ethics”, which is the second part of the directive, have been taken.

Ethics Committee Permission Information:

Since the research was conducted with publicly available documents, it does not require

ethics committee approval.
Findings

The Syrian Migration Crisis and Its Socio-Political Impacts on
Tiirkiye

The Syrian civil war has emerged as a major humanitarian crisis in the Middle East,
where many people have been injured, lost their lives, or were forced to flee their homeland.
Located within the Fertile Crescent, Syria has historically hosted a variety of civilizations. Its
strategic location with access to warm seas has offered significant advantages in trade
throughout history. Over time, Syria has come under various forms of governance and is home
to a rich tapestry of cultures. In the 20th century, as political borders began to be reshaped,
Syria’s modern history included a departure from Ottoman rule, governance under the French
Mandate, the era of the Syrian Republic, the brief union with Egypt under the United Arab
Republic, and the rise of Ba’athist rule. Syria’s complex political history has been heavily
influenced by its diverse ethnic and religious composition.

The majority of Syria’s population consists of Arabs, with the remaining population
comprising ethnic minorities such as Kurds, Armenians, and Turkmen. In terms of religion,
more than half of the population is Muslim, with significant Sunni representation, while the
remainder includes Christians, Druze, and a small number of Jews (Dag, 2013).

The outbreak of internal unrest in Syria eventually escalated into full-scale war,
prompting mass displacement as citizens found themselves unable to meet even their most
basic needs. This mass migration involved large groups of Syrians fleeing to neighbouring
countries and beyond. Among the countries most affected by this influx is Tiirkiye, due to its
geographic proximity and shared border with Syria. The forced movement of people away from
their homeland under such circumstances is referred to as mass migration.

The Arab Spring, which reshaped political dynamics across the Middle East, led to
regime changes in several countries. However, in Syria, the uprisings that began in 2011
escalated into a protracted civil war. Syrian opposition groups initially demanded reforms,
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including the end of income inequality, expansion of individual rights, and the lifting of martial
law. The Ba’ath regime rejected these reform demands and responded to mass protests with
violent suppression. The subsequent militarization of opposition groups and their clashes with
Assad’s security forces triggered a civil war that soon drew global attention.

Tiirkiye, as a direct neighbour to Syria, became heavily affected by the civil war. The
conflict brought internal and border security challenges for Tiirkiye, exposing the country to
multiple regional threats due to its strategic position. As the war continued, Syrians began to
flee in large numbers, seeking refuge primarily in neighbouring countries, including Tiirkiye
(Kbmiircii, 2024).

Tiirkiye has since experienced a significant influx of Syrian refugees. As of 2018, nearly
4 million Syrians were residing in Tiirkiye (UNHCR, 2018). This migration has had profound
effects on Tiirkiye’s social, cultural, and demographic structure. While efforts have been made
to promote social integration and cultural coexistence, Tiirkiye has faced challenges related to
disproportionate population growth in urban centers, and in key sectors such as healthcare,
education, housing, and food security.

Moreover, this refugee crisis has had ramifications for Tiirkiye’s foreign relations. The
scale of the humanitarian burden has led Tiirkiye to engage in diplomatic dialogues and
cooperative efforts with other countries in the areas of humanitarian aid, foreign policy, and
international partnerships. However, the crisis has also had adverse impacts on Tiirkiye’s
economy, society, and national security. Initially perceived as temporary guests, the prolonged
stay of Syrian refugees and the emergence of social tensions with host communities have been
widely reported in the media. Communication problems between Turkish citizens and Syrian
asylum seekers have surfaced, highlighting the need for policies aimed at reducing local
hostility and preventing future social unrest — including the potential for the formation of
refugee-based criminal groups.

Forced displacement, whether voluntary or involuntary, inevitably brings socio-
cultural challenges. Despite Tiirkiye’s historical experience with migration, the sudden and
massive influx of Syrian refugees placed immense pressure on state institutions and social
systems. The ambiguity surrounding the duration of their stay, combined with the complexities
of integration, has created a host of challenges. Efforts to build a participatory culture of social
cohesion have been undermined in some cases by the emergence of marginalized or violence-
prone groups, which has had repercussions for social harmony and institutional stability in
Tiirkiye.

Educational Obstacles Encountered by Syrian Refugee Children: A
Predictive Overview

A significant proportion of the Syrian population that has migrated to Tiirkiye consists
of children. The rapid and uneven increase in the student population, brought about by
migration, has created serious challenges within the Turkish education system. These include
a shortage of teachers, instructional materials, and classroom space, as well as behavioural
issues and, most importantly, language barriers among students. According to the UNICEF, as
of August 2018, approximately 1,7 million of the 4 million refugees in Tiirkiye were children.
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Additionally, around 360,000 refugees from Afghanistan, Iran, and Iraq were also residing in
the country (UNICEF, 2018).

Language plays a critical role in the integration of refugee students into the Turkish
education system. The rapid and effective acquisition of the Turkish language by Syrian
students not only improves their academic performance but also facilitates communication
with teachers and peers. It contributes to reducing behavioural issues in schools and enhances
students’ sense of psychological comfort and belonging, which, in turn, supports broader social
cohesion beyond the classroom.

From a developmental perspective, adolescents appear to be the group most negatively
affected by the migration experience. These students often find themselves torn between their
own cultural identity and the dominant culture they are exposed to. Successful integration of
adolescent refugees into society requires addressing their linguistic, cultural, and psychological
needs. Exposure to war has left many Syrian students with deep psychological scars, often
manifesting as introversion, aggression, sudden mood swings, and emotional outbursts. These
traumas have contributed to anxiety and depression among refugee children, significantly
impairing their learning processes. Economic hardships also hinder access to education for
Syrian students. Due to low household incomes and economic insecurity, many children are
compelled to enter the workforce at an early age to contribute to their family’s livelihood. In
the Syrian education system, compulsory education traditionally covered preschool, primary,
and lower secondary levels, whereas upper secondary (high school) was not mandatory.
Consequently, even though high school education is compulsory in Tiirkiye, the enrolment rate
of Syrian students at the secondary level remains relatively low. Another challenge concerns
early marriages, particularly among girls. In some cases, families continue the practice of child
marriage even after relocating to Tiirkiye, which disrupts girls’ education. Moreover, the Syrian
education system does not follow a co-educational model, whereas Turkish schools are
coeducational. This difference may cause resistance among some refugee families, thereby
limiting school attendance, especially for girls.

Tiirkiye’s Educational Policy Response to Syrian Refugee Students

Since 2013, the Tiirkiye Diyanet Foundation has begun integrating Syrian students into
education by utilizing the physical facilities of its Quran courses. Initially, the Tiirkiye Diyanet
Foundation employed nearly 100 Syrian teachers on a salaried basis, which laid the
groundwork for the establishment of TECs. The primary barrier preventing Syrian students
from being directly incorporated into the Turkish education system was the language problem.
TECs were initially implemented as a temporary solution to educational challenges and rapidly
expanded due to the disproportionate increase in the child population caused by mass
migration. Although TECs made significant contributions to education, the indefinite duration
of the conflict in Syria and the uncertainty regarding when the displaced population would
return to their home country signalled the need to transform these temporary practices into
permanent solutions. Additionally, issues such as the qualifications of educators at TECs,
allocated budgets, and salaries posed disadvantages for the sustainability and longevity of the
process (Ozer et al., 2016).
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While TECs continued the education of refugee students with support from civil society
organizations and the Tiirkiye Diyanet Foundation, their supervision was gradually transferred
under the MoNE, and the centers were progressively closed, with efforts focused on integrating
Syrian students into the regular education system. Educators working in TECs were selected
under the PICTES Project in 2016 through oral interviews based on Public Personnel Selection
Examination [KPSS] scores, from among graduates of university programs such as Turkish
Language and Literature Teaching, Guidance and Turkish Teaching, and Classroom Teaching.
Selected educators participated in a 128-hour language instruction program at Turkish and
Foreign Language Application and Research Center [TOMER] and obtained language teaching
proficiency certificates upon completion. Since 2016, a total of 2,600 teachers have assumed
duties (MoNE, 2019). The management of the PICTES project is carried out by coordinators
appointed by the Ministry. Supplementary materials for classes at TECs were derived from
books used by the Yunus Emre Institute for teaching Turkish to foreigners. Despite distribution
across all educational levels, these materials proved insufficient at the primary school level.
The language instruction programs for Syrian students highlighted the inadequacy of resources
available for teaching Turkish, underscoring the necessity for further development in this area.
This recognition influenced improvements in resources during the transition to the PICTES
project.

Ercan Demirci, Deputy Undersecretary of MoNE responsible for Syrian children, stated
that: “As of 2015, it became evident that Syrian refugees were settling permanently in the
country. Therefore, the education curriculum implemented at TECs was inadequate for
meeting their needs, and these centers will be gradually closed. Since the curriculum at TECs
was predominantly Arabic-based, it is not possible for refugee children to adapt to the Turkish
education system or acquire a profession as they grow up. Efforts to integrate Syrian students
into the Turkish education system are increasing” (as cited in Dursun, 2017).

Initial efforts in this area involved the gradual closure of TECs and directing refugee
children into the Turkish education system through official letters sent to provincial
administrations by the MoNE. Important steps towards the schooling of refugees were taken
through the PICTES project.

Initially, temporary solutions were developed in education, based on the assumption
that refugees would not stay permanently. However, uncertainty regarding the duration of the
war and ambiguity about refugees’ return to their countries prompted the search for
permanent solutions in education. Once it was understood that refugees would not return to
their home countries, Tiirkiye undertook efforts to support the education of refugee children,
particularly Syrians. Education plays a crucial role in refugee children’s adaptation to social
life and in mitigating the effects of war trauma. For refugee children, education holds
significant importance in life, enabling them to look to the future with hope, overcome the
impact of traumatic experiences, and develop social relationships to create new environments
for themselves (Ozdemir, 2017). The initial activities included the gradual closure of TECs and
systematic redirection of refugee children to public schools by MoNE through official
communications with provincial authorities. The PICTES project marked significant progress
in the schooling of refugees.
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The primary objective of the PICTES Project has been to integrate Syrian refugee
children under temporary protection, as well as other foreign nationals’ children, into the
Turkish education system. In 2016, MoNE launched the project for a two-year period in 29
cities with a high concentration of foreign students (Milliyet, 2021). PICTES is a joint initiative
between the MoNE and the European Union [EU], funded by EU financial resources to
integrate foreign children into the Turkish education system. Since 2016, the project has been
financed through the The Facility for Refugees in Turkey [FRIT] financial aid program, with a
total budget of 3 billion euros, contributed by both the EU and its members, and continues to
receive funding. During the project’s implementation, civil society organizations such as
UNICEF, Disaster and Emergency Management Authorit [AFAD], and the Turkish Red
Crescent have also supported Syrian refugee children’s education. Economic hardships have
been mitigated by non-governmental organizations [NGO] through the provision of stationery,
clothing, and other necessities. Aid has been coordinated by AFAD and distributed to Syrian
students (Delegation of the European Union to Tiirkiye [EEAS], 2020). Furthermore, to
promote social integration and help children overcome trauma, NGOs organize trips and
workshops bringing Syrian refugee children together with Turkish children (Hayata Destek
Association, 2016). By the 2021-2022 academic year, modifications were made in the
implementation of the PICTES Project. A new phase known as the “integration class” practice
was initiated and continues to be implemented.

Discussion and Conclusion

In the integration of Syrians into the Turkish education system, the perception among
Syrian parents that education was not highly prioritized in their home country has influenced
their attitudes towards education in Tiirkiye. Positive approaches by teachers towards Syrian
parents and attention to cultural differences remain effective in fostering a harmonious
atmosphere. When Syrian parents feel included, they become more supportive of schooling
and education. However, coeducation in the Turkish education system poses challenges,
particularly in relation to sending female students to school and the early marriage of young
girls, which hinder girls’ educational participation. Teachers’ direct communication with
Syrian parents about the integral role of education in life has been effective in alleviating
prejudices. Support provided to ensure students’ school attendance and meet their needs has
contributed to increased enrolment rates.

Including Syrian parents and students in social activities facilitates social integration,
although language barriers remain a significant obstacle. To enhance cooperation between
parents and teachers, support should be provided to address language challenges, including
directing parents to Turkish language courses. Peer support refers to children of the same age
group communicating and helping one another. Social learning is accelerated through peer
interaction, with play being the most effective means of communication among children.
Friendships established among peers are critical for social adaptation and positively influence
children’s outlook on the future.

The phenomenon of migration should be examined differently for children. Changes in
physical and social environments, including relocation from a familiar homeland, disrupt
established routines and necessitate relearning. Adolescents and children are among the most

10
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affected during migration due to the psychological and social adjustments they must make.
Enrolling children in school and directing them towards education helps mitigate the
traumatic effects of war. Peer education can be utilized in integrating Syrian students into the
Turkish curriculum. Respecting cultural differences and promoting coexistence within
classroom and school settings contribute to this process. Bringing children of different cultures
and languages together in the same classes fosters mutual respect and tolerance.
Harmonization activities between Syrian and Turkish students should be planned; however,
language remains a major barrier. While such activities aim to enhance peer relationships,
factors such as culture and ethnicity may complicate integration. Addressing the language
barrier is essential to ensuring effective peer relations. Language difficulties have been
identified as the most significant obstacle to Syrian students’ integration into education.

An amendment was made in 2014 to the Foreigners and International Protection Law,
which includes the Temporary Protection Regulation. Refugees were registered through
temporary identity documents, enabling Syrian children to attend MoNE-affiliated educational
institutions and TECs. Syrian students of university age were allowed to benefit from higher
education as special students under the Council of Higher Education [CoHE]. Foreign students
gained the right to education in Turkish institutions through temporary population cards and
foreign identification numbers. Refugee students face challenges in adapting to education due
to language barriers and economic inadequacies. To address language problems, the PICTES
project, a partnership between the EU and MoNE, provided Turkish language instruction
support. Turkish language teachers working on the project receive salaries funded by the EU.
Economic deficiencies have been alleviated with NGO support, providing stationery, clothing,
and other necessities. Aid is coordinated by AFAD and distributed to Syrian students.

NGOs across many provinces in Tiirkiye distribute educational materials, volunteer to
teach Turkish, and support children’s education through established centers. Furthermore, to
promote social integration and help children overcome trauma, NGOs organize excursions and
workshops bringing Syrian refugee children together with Turkish children. Education is one
of the fundamental rights of children, and all children worldwide should have access to this
right. Children who experience forced migration due to war should not be deprived of
education but rather integrated into educational systems. This responsibility lies with both
states and NGOs. Ensuring that children can exercise their fundamental rights is a collective
responsibility of humanity.

This study aims to evaluate the educational policies implemented for Syrian students
who migrated to Tiirkiye following the civil war in Syria in 2011. A literature review was
conducted to examine the efforts made for the integration of Syrian students into the Turkish
education system. The migration movement from Syria to Tiirkiye and the resulting challenges
experienced within the Turkish education system, as well as the educational policies applied to
Syrian students, were addressed. As a result of the examination, the following findings were
identified:

-Structural deficiencies in Tiirkiye’s migration policies and educational infrastructure
were observed.

11
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-There were shortcomings in the projects aimed at transforming temporary solutions
in the field of education and migration into permanent ones.

-Although insufficient attention was given to NGOs, their contributions in managing
the migration process became apparent through their activities over time.

Recommendations

Based on the findings of this study, several policy and practice-oriented
recommendations are proposed to enhance the educational integration of Syrian students into
the Turkish education system.

First, structural deficiencies in migration and education policies should be addressed
through the development of long-term, sustainable frameworks rather than temporary or
emergency-based solutions. Educational policies targeting refugee students need to be
institutionalized and integrated into the national education system, with clear coordination
mechanisms among the MoNE, local administrations, and relevant stakeholders.

Second, teacher training programs should be strengthened to improve educators’
intercultural competencies. Pre-service and in-service training should include modules on
multicultural education, trauma-informed pedagogy, and inclusive classroom practices.

Third, language barriers—identified as the most significant obstacle to educational
integration—must be systematically addressed. Expanding Turkish language support
programs, such as preparatory language classes and supplementary courses, is critical. In
addition, language support should extend to parents through free or accessible Turkish
language courses, thereby strengthening parent—school communication and increasing
parental involvement in the educational process.

Fourth, parental participation should be actively encouraged and supported.
Integration efforts should not focus solely on children but also include families, particularly
mothers, whose engagement has a direct impact on students’ educational continuity. Schools
should implement outreach programs that foster trust and cooperation between teachers and
Syrian parents, emphasizing the long-term value of education, especially for girls.

Fifth, gender-sensitive policies are necessary to address barriers to girls’ education,
including early marriage and low school attendance. Targeted awareness programs, family
counseling, and community-based interventions should be developed to promote girls’ access
to education and prevent early school dropout.

Sixth, peer-based learning and social integration activities should be expanded within
schools. Mixed-group classroom activities, play-based learning, and extracurricular programs
that bring Syrian and Turkish students together can foster mutual respect, reduce prejudice,
and enhance social cohesion. However, such initiatives must be accompanied by language
support to ensure effective communication and meaningful interaction.

Seventh, the role of non-governmental organizations should be formally recognized
and strengthened through institutional partnerships. NGOs have demonstrated significant
capacity in providing material support, psychosocial assistance, and educational services.
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Establishing structured collaboration mechanisms between state institutions and NGOs would
improve efficiency and sustainability in addressing refugee students’ needs.

Finally, given the low likelihood of large-scale return migration, integration policies
should be designed within the framework of universal human rights and the best interests of
the child. Differentiated integration programs should be developed for children who migrated
to Tiirkiye and those born in the country, taking into account their distinct socialization
processes and educational needs.

Implementing these recommendations would contribute to a more inclusive, equitable,
and sustainable education system capable of addressing the long-term needs of Syrian refugee
students and promoting social cohesion within Turkish society. As a limitation of the study, it
should be noted that it does not address all socio-economic challenges faced by Syrian asylum
seekers; rather, the scope has been restricted to issues specifically related to the field of
education.

According to official statistics, approximately 4 million Syrian refugees reside in
Tiirkiye, with a significant portion being children. Additionally, children born during this
period have now reached school age, resulting in societal integration challenges. At this point,
it is more appropriate to implement different integration and adaptation programs for those
who migrated and those born in Tiirkiye.

Due to social structures and cultural habits, integrating only the children into the
education system is insufficient; the involvement and integration of families, especially
mothers, into the process are essential.

Despite ongoing debates about children who came to Tiirkiye and those born there,
considering their return to Syria is unlikely, integration programs should be implemented
within the framework of universal human rights.
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Suriye Ic Savasi Esnasinda Tiirkiye’nin
Suriyeli Ogrencilere Yonelik Egitim
Politikalar:

Ozet

Tiirkiye, komsusu Suriye’den yasanan go¢ siirecini yasarken, sadece cocuklarin temel ihtiyaclarinin
karsilanmasinin, miilteci ¢ocuklarin kayip nesiller olarak yasamadan gelecege umutla bakabilmeleri
i¢in yeterli olmayacaginin farkindadir. Miilteci ¢ocuklarin egitim hakkini korumak ve onlarin gelecekte
toplumun kokeninden uzaklasmadan becerikli bireyler olarak yasamlarina devam edebilmelerini
saglamak icin egitimin vurgulanmasi gereken 6nemli bir konu oldugu goriilmektedir. Bu baglamda,
miilteci cocuklarin okullagma cabalar1 desteklenmekte ve siirece sivil toplum kuruluglarinin etkisi
gozlemlenmektedir. Bu calisma, Suriye i¢ savasi sonucunda Tiirkiye'ye gelen Suriyeli 6grencilere
yonelik uygulanan egitim politikalari ile uluslararasi kurum ve kuruluslarla yiiriitiilen ig birliklerini ele
almaktadir. Derleme tasarimina sahip olan bu ¢alisma, Suriye ic savas sirasinda Tiirkiye'nin Suriyeli
ogrencilere yonelik egitim politikalarin1 ortaya koyarak miiltecilerin Tiirkiye’ye entegrasyonunda
egitimin onemine dikkat ¢ekmektedir. Arastirma sonucunda, Tiirkiye'nin go¢ ve egitim politikalar1
arasinda entegrasyon eksikligi oldugu, gegici ¢oziimler olarak sunulan projelerin kalic1 hale gelmesinin
onemli zorluklarla karsilagtigi ve sivil toplum kuruluslarinin [STK] bu siireclerde daha aktif bir rol
iistlenmesi gerektigi sonucuna ulagilmistir. Bu 6nerilerin uygulanmasi, Suriyeli miilteci 6grencilerin
uzun vadeli ihtiyaclarimi karsilayabilecek ve Tiirk toplumunda sosyal uyumu destekleyecek, daha
kapsayici, adil ve siirdiiriilebilir bir egitim sistemine katk: saglayacaktir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Egitim politikasi, gog, uluslararasi egitim, kamu politikasi.

Giris

Tiirkiye’ye 2011 yilinda Suriye’de yasanan i¢ savastan dolay1 gelen yaklasik olarak 3,5
milyondan fazla Suriyeli siginmacinin (Anadolu Ajansi [AA], 2022) hayati gereksinimlerini
karsilayarak gecici siireli bir kriz yonetimi yapilmigtir. Savasin siiresinin belirsizligi ile
siginmacilar igin gegici ¢oziim yollarini kalici hale getirmek ve toplumsal uyumu aglamak icin
calismalar baglamistir. Farklh kiiltiirlerin bir arada yasamasi igin sosyokiiltiirel uyum
calismalarinin yaninda egitim alaminda yapilan c¢alismalarla desteklemek uyum siiresini
kolaylagtirmaktadir. Tiirkiye’ye siginan miiltecilerin biiyiik bir kismini ¢ocuk siginmacilar
olusturmaktadir. Suriyeli ¢ocuklarin kayip nesiller olmasinin oniine gecmek ve gelecege
umutla bakmalar1 acisindan egitime tesvik ve entegrasyon calismalarina 6nem verilmistir.
Gocle beraber gelen Suriyelilerin hayati ihtiyaclarim1 Tiirkiye karsilamaya calismistir. Fakat
Suriyelilerin kalici olduklar1 anlasilinca onlar1 toplumsal hayata entegre etme yoniinde
girisimlerde bulunulmustur (Emin, 2016). Suriyeli 6grencilerin egitimlerine devlet okullarinda
devam etmeleri ve Tiirk dilini 6grenmeleri yoniinde ¢alismalar yapilmistir. 2016 yilina kadar
Suriyeli 6grenciler gecici egitim merkezi ve devlet okullarindan egitim alacaklar: yerleri kendi
istekleri yoniinde secerken 2016’dan itibaren secim olmadan devlet okullarina devam etmeleri
icin uygulamalar yapilmistir (Emin, 2016). Miilteci 6grenciler icin Tiirkiye bircok alanda
caligmalarla beraber politikalar yiiriitmektedir. Siginmaci 6grencilerin okul hayatinin devami
ve egitiminin vazgecilmez olmasina ragmen bazi calismalar hedefine ulasirken bazilar1 bu
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konuda yetersiz kalmigtir. Suriyeli ¢ocuklarin egitim siirecine entegrasyon siirecinde ortaya
cikabilecek sorunlarin belirlenmesinde ¢calismalarin hedeflerine ulasmasinda, ¢alismalardaki
eksikliklerin belirlenmesinde ve toplumsal uyum siirecinin hizh bir sekilde gerceklesmesinde
tespitler yapmak etkili olacaktir.

Bu dogrultuda calismanin amaci, Tiirkiye'ye goc eden Suriyeli 6grencilere yonelik
uygulanan egitim politikalari ile uluslararasi kurum ve kuruluslarla yapilan ig birliklerini tespit
edip, egitim politikalarinin uygulama siireci boyunca siirecte kurum ve kuruluslarin
desteklerinin 6nemine vurgu yapmaktir.

Yontem

Suriye i¢ savasi esnasinda Tiirkiye'nin Suriyeli 0grencilere yonelik uyguladig1 egitim
politikalarina odaklanan bu calisma, bir derleme tasarimina sahiptir. Derleme makaleleri, belli
bir konu ya da alanda yiiriitiilen caligmalari, yazarin kendi arastirma perspektifi dogrultusunda
diizenleyip ele alan calismalardir. Bu tiir makalelerin temel amaci, belirli bir konuda mevcut
bilgileri derlemek, analiz etmek ve sunmaktir (Rowley & Slack, 2004). Arastirmanin derleme
tasarimi ile yiiriitiilmesinin nedeni Tiirkiye'nin Suriyeli ogrencilere yonelik egitim
politikalarinin incelenmesi amaciyla kamu kurumlarmin yapmis oldugu uygulamalar, resmi
politika evraklari, literatiirdeki calismalar ve ilgili hususta yetkililerin yapmis olduklar
aciklamalardaki bilgilerin derlenmis, analiz edilmis ve sunulmus olmasidir. Derleme tiirtindeki
calismalar, tiim bilgileri topluca sunmanin otesine gecerek temel kavramlar ve fikirler
dogrultusunda organize edilmelidir. Bu nedenle kaynaklarin ayrintili bigimde tek tek ele
alinmas yerine, onlar1 birlestiren ortak temalarin ortaya konmasi daha etkili bir yaklasim
saglar (Karasar, 2009; Uman, 2011). Arastirmada Suriyeli 6grencilerin Tiirk egitim sistemine
entegrasyonu siirecine iligkin literatiir benzer ve farkli yonleri agisindan ele alinmigtir. Bu
dogrultuda, derleme niteligindeki makale su boliimlerde sunulmaktadir:

1. Suriye Goc Krizi ve Tiirkiye Uzerindeki Sosyo-Politik Etkileri,
2. Suriyeli Miilteci Cocuklarin Karsilastigi Egitim Engelleri: Ongoriisel Bir Genel Bakis,

3. Suriyeli Miilteci Ogrencilere Yonelik Tiirkiye'nin Egitim Politikas: Tepkisi

Arastirmanin Etik izinleri:

Bu calismada “Yiiksekogretim Kurumlar: Bilimsel Arastirma ve Yayin Etigi Yonergesi”
kapsaminda uyulmasi gerektigi belirtilen tiim kurallara uyulmustur. Yonergenin ikinci boliimii
olan “Bilimsel Arastirma ve Yayin Etigine Aykir1 Eylemler” baghg: altinda belirtilen eylemlerin
higbiri gerceklestirilmemistir.

Etik Kurul izin Bilgileri:

Arastirma, kamuya acik dokiimanlarla gerceklestirildigi icin etik kurul onay
gerektirmemektedir.
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Bulgular

Istemli veya istemsiz olsun, zorunlu yer degistirme kacinilmaz olarak sosyokiiltiirel
zorluklar1 beraberinde getirir. Tiirkiye'nin gocle ilgili tarihsel deneyimine ragmen, Suriyeli
miiltecilerin ani ve kitlesel akin1 devlet kurumlar1 ve sosyal sistemler iizerinde biiyiik bir baski
olusturmustur. Kalis siirelerinin belirsizligi, entegrasyonun karmasikligiyla birlesince bir dizi
zorluk yaratmigtir. Sosyal uyumun Kkatilimer bir kiiltiiriinii olusturma c¢abalari, bazi
durumlarda marjinallestirilmis veya siddete egilimli gruplarin ortaya ¢ikmasiyla baltalanmig
ve bu da Tiirkiye'de sosyal uyum ve kurumsal istikrar iizerinde sonug¢lar dogurmustur.

Suriye egitim sisteminde zorunlu egitim geleneksel olarak okul oncesi, ilkokul ve
ortaokul seviyelerini kapsarken, lise (list ortaogretim) zorunlu degildi. Sonuc¢ olarak,
Tiirkiye'de lise egitimi zorunlu olmasina ragmen, Suriyeli 6grencilerin ortaégretim
seviyesindeki kayit orani nispeten diisiik kalmaktadir. Bir diger sorun ise, ozellikle kiz
cocuklar1 arasinda erken evliliklerdir. Baz1 durumlarda, aileler Tiirkiye'ye tasindiktan sonra
bile ¢ocuk evliligi uygulamasina devam ederek kiz ¢ocuklarinin egitimini aksatmaktadir.
Dahasi, Suriye egitim sistemi karma egitim modelini izlemezken, Tiirk okullar1 karma egitim
vermektedir. Bu farklhilik, baz1 miilteci aileleri arasinda direnise neden olarak, 6zellikle kiz
cocuklar1 icin okula devami sinirlayabilir.

Tiirk Egitim Sisteminde Cocuklar Icin Kapsayicr Egitimin Desteklenmesi Projesi
[PIKTES], yabanci c¢ocuklar1 Tiirk egitim sistemine entegre etmek amaciyla AB mali
kaynaklariyla finanse edilen, Milli Egitim Bakanlig1 ve Avrupa Birligi [AB] arasinda ortak bir
girisimdir. 2016 yilindan bu yana hem AB hem de {iye iilkeleri tarafindan katkida bulunulan
toplam 3 milyar avroluk biitceyle FRIT mali yardim programi araciligiyla finanse edilen proje,
fon almaya devam etmektedir. Projenin uygulanmasi sirasinda, UNICEF, Afet ve Acil Durum
Yonetimi Kurumu [AFAD] ve Tiirk Kizilay1 gibi sivil toplum kuruluslar1 da Suriyeli miilteci
cocuklarin egitimini desteklemistir. Sivil toplum kuruluslar1 [STK] tarafindan kirtasiye, giyim
ve diger temel ihtiyaclarin saglanmasi yoluyla ekonomik zorluklar hafifletilmistir. Yardim,
AFAD tarafindan koordine edilmis ve Suriyeli 6grencilere dagitilmistir (Avrupa Birligi Tiirkiye
Delegasyonu [EEAS], 2020). Ayrica, sosyal entegrasyonu tesvik etmek ve ¢ocuklarin travmay1
atlatmalarina yardimei olmak amaciyla, STK'lar Suriyeli miilteci cocuklar: Tiirk ¢ocuklarla bir
araya getiren geziler ve atolye calismalar1 diizenlemektedir (Hayata Destek Dernegi, 2016).
2021-2022 akademik yilina gelindiginde, PIKTES Projesinin uygulanmasinda degisiklikler
yapilmistir. "Entegrasyon sinifi" uygulamasi olarak bilinen yeni bir asama baslatilmis ve
uygulanmaya devam etmektedir.

Tartisma ve Sonuc

Suriyelilerin Tiirk egitim sistemine entegrasyonunda, Suriyeli ebeveynler arasinda,
kendi iilkelerinde egitimin oncelikli bir konu olarak goriilmedigi algisi, Tiirkiye’de egitime
yonelik tutumlarimi etkilemistir. Ogretmenlerin Suriyeli ebeveynlere yo6nelik olumlu
yaklasimlar ve kiiltiirel farkliliklara gosterilen 6zen, uyumlu bir ortamin olugsmasinda etkili
olmaya devam etmektedir. Suriyeli ebeveynler kendilerini siirece dahil hissedince, okul ve
egitim konusunda daha destekleyici hale gelmektedirler. Ancak, Tiirk egitim sisteminde karma
egitimin varhg, ozellikle kiz 6grencilerin okula gonderilmesi ve genc kizlarin erken evlilikleri
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gibi konularda zorluklar yaratmakta ve kizlarin egitimine katilimim sinirlamaktadir.
Ogretmenlerin, egitimin yasam icindeki biitiinsel roliinii Suriyeli ebeveynlere dogrudan
aktarmasi, 6n yargilarin giderilmesinde etkili olmustur. Ogrencilerin okula devam etmelerini
saglamak ve ihtiyaclarim karsilamak igin sunulan destekler, kayit oranlarmin artmasina
katkida bulunmustur.

Suriyeli ebeveynler ve 06grencilerin sosyal etkinliklere dahil edilmesi, sosyal
entegrasyonu kolaylastirmakta olsa da dil engelleri halen 6nemli bir engel olarak varhigim
sirdiirmektedir. Ebeveynler ve oOgretmenler arasindaki is birligini artirmak icin, dil
sorunlarinin giderilmesine yonelik destek saglanmali ve ebeveynler Tiirk¢e kurslarina
yonlendirilmelidir. Akran destegi, aym1 yas grubundaki cocuklarin birbirleriyle iletisim
kurmasi ve yardim etmesi anlamina gelmektedir. Sosyal 6grenme, akran etkilesimiyle
hizlanmakta ve oyun, cocuklar arasinda en etkili iletisim araci olarak 6ne ¢ikmaktadir.
Akranlar arasinda kurulan arkadashklar, sosyal uyum icin kritik olup, cocuklarin gelecege
bakisini olumlu yonde etkilemektedir.

Goc olgusu, cocuklar acisindan farkl bir sekilde ele alinmalidir. Tanidik bir vatanin terk
edilmesi gibi fiziksel ve sosyal ¢evredeki degisiklikler, oturmus rutinleri bozmakta ve yeniden
ogrenmeyi gerektirmektedir. Ergenler ve cocuklar, go¢ sirasinda psikolojik ve sosyal uyum
siirecleri nedeniyle en fazla etkilenen gruplar arasinda yer almaktadir. Cocuklarin okula
kaydedilmesi ve egitime yonlendirilmesi, savasin yol actig1 travmatik etkilerin hafifletilmesine
yardimci olmaktadir. Suriyeli 6grencilerin Tiirk miifredatina entegrasyonunda akran egitimi
kullanilabilir. Kiiltiirel farkliliklara sayg1 gostermek ve siif ile okul ortamlarinda birlikte
yasami tesvik etmek, bu siirece katk: saglamaktadir. Farkl kiiltiir ve dillerden cocuklarin ayni
siniflarda bir araya getirilmesi, karsilikh saygi ve hosgoriiyti gelistirmektedir. Suriyeli ve Tiirk
ogrenciler arasinda uyum etkinlikleri planlanmali, ancak dil halen biiyiik bir engel teskil
etmektedir. Bu tiir etkinlikler, akran iligkilerini giiclendirmeyi hedeflese de kiiltiir ve etnik
farkliliklar entegrasyonu zorlastirabilir. Dil engelinin asilmasi, etkili akran iligkilerinin
saglanmasi acisindan hayati oneme sahiptir. Dil sorunlari, Suriyeli 6grencilerin egitim
sistemine entegrasyonunda en 6nemli engel olarak belirlenmistir.

2014 yilinda, Gegici Koruma Yonetmeligi'ni iceren Yabancilar ve Uluslararas1 Koruma
Kanunu’nda bir degisiklik yapilmistir. Miilteciler gecici kimlik belgeleriyle kayit altina alinmig
ve Suriyeli cocuklarin Milli Egitim Bakanlhigi'na [MEB] bagh egitim kurumlari ve Temel Egitim
Merkezlerine [TEM] devam etmeleri saglanmistir. Universite cagindaki Suriyeli 6grenciler,
Yiiksekogretim Kurulu [YOK] kapsaminda Ozel 6grenci statiisiiyle yiiksekogretimden
yararlanabilmistir. Yabanci 6grenciler, gecici niifus ciizdanlar1 ve yabanci kimlik numaralar
aracihigiyla Tiirk kurumlarinda egitim hakk: kazanmistir. Miilteci 6grenciler, dil engelleri ve
ekonomik yetersizlikler nedeniyle egitime uyum saglamakta zorluk yasamaktadir. Dil
sorunlarini ¢ozmek amaciyla Avrupa Birligi [AB] ve MEB is birligiyle yiiriitillen PIKTES
projesi, Tiirkce dil egitimi destegi saglamistir. Projede gorev yapan Tiirk¢e 6gretmenlerinin
maaglar1 AB tarafindan finanse edilmektedir. Sivil toplum kuruluslarinin [STK] destekleri ile
kirtasiye, giysi ve diger ihtiyaclarin karsilanmasi ekonomik yetersizlikleri hafifletmistir.
Yardimlar AFAD tarafindan koordine edilip Suriyeli 6grencilere dagitilmaktadir.
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Tiirkiye'nin bir¢ok ilinde STK’ler egitim materyalleri dagitmakta, Tiirkce 6gretmek icin
goniilli olarak gorev almakta ve cocuklarin egitimine merkezleri aracihigiyla destek
saglamaktadir. Ayrica, sosyal entegrasyonu tesvik etmek ve ¢cocuklarin travmayi atlatmalarina
yardime1 olmak amaciyla STK’ler, Suriyeli miilteci cocuklar Tiirk cocuklariyla bir araya getiren
geziler ve atolye calismalar: diizenlemektedir. Egitim, cocuklarin temel haklarindan biri olup,
diinyadaki tiim ¢ocuklarin bu haktan yararlanabilmesi gerekmektedir. Savas nedeniyle zorunlu
goc yasayan cocuklar egitim hakkindan mahrum birakilmamali, aksine egitim sistemlerine
entegre edilmelidir. Bu sorumluluk hem devletlere hem de STK’lere diismektedir. Cocuklarin
temel haklarini kullanabilmelerini saglamak, insanlhigin ortak sorumlulugudur.

Bu calisma, 2011 yilinda Suriye’deki i¢ savas sonucunda Tiirkiye'ye goc eden Suriyeli
ogrencilere yonelik uygulanan egitim politikalarin1 degerlendirmeyi amaclamaktadir. Bu
amacla kamu kurumlarinin yapmis oldugu uygulamalar, resmi politika evraklari, literatiirdeki
calismalar ve ilgili hususta yetkililerin yapmis olduklar: aciklamalardaki bilgiler incelenmistir.
Suriye’den Tiirkiye’ye goc hareketi ve bunun Tiirk egitim sistemi icinde yarattig1 zorluklar ile
Suriyeli 6grencilere uygulanan egitim politikalar1 ele alinmigtir. Yapilan inceleme sonucunda
asagidaki bulgular tespit edilmistir:

-Tiirkiye'nin go¢ politikalar: ve egitim altyapisinda yapisal eksiklikler gozlemlenmistir.

-Egitim ve goc¢ alaninda gecici ¢ozlimleri kalici hale getirmeye yonelik projelerde
eksiklikler bulunmaktadir.

-STK’lere yeterince 6nem verilmemesine ragmen, goc siirecinin yonetimindeki katkilar
zaman icinde gerceklestirdikleri faaliyetlerle belirgin hale gelmistir.

Oneriler

Resmi istatistiklere gore, Tiirkiye’de yaklasik 4 milyon Suriyeli miilteci yasamaktadir
ve bunlarin 6nemli bir kismi ¢ocuklardan olusmaktadir. Ayrica, bu donemde dogan cocuklar
artik okul cagina gelmis olup, toplumsal entegrasyon sorunlari ortaya cikmaktadir. Bu
noktada, go¢ eden cocuklar ile Tiirkiye’de dogan g¢ocuklar icin farkh entegrasyon ve uyum
programlari uygulamak daha uygun olacaktir.

Sosyal yap1 ve kiiltiirel aligkanliklar nedeniyle yalnizca ¢ocuklari egitim sistemine dahil
etmek yetersizdir; ailelerin, 6zellikle annelerin siirece katilimi ve entegrasyonu gereklidir.

Tiirkiye'ye gelen cocuklar ve burada dogan cocuklar konusunda devam eden
tartismalara ragmen, Suriye’ye geri donmelerinin olas1 olmadig1 goz oniinde bulundurularak,
entegrasyon programlari evrensel insan haklar1 ¢ercevesinde uygulanmalidir.
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