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Isim Ciimleleri Acisindan Dilin Zihinle Iliskisi

Nominal Sentences in Terms of the Relationship Between Language and Mind
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Dil, diisiinceyle; diisiince de dille siki bir iliski icerisindedir. Biz dili kullanarak diisiiniir, diisiindiiklerimizi dile
getiririz. Dil ile diisiince arasindaki iliski, dilbilimsel, felsefi ve edebi bilimler arasinda i¢ ice gecmis uzun bir tartisma
konusudur. Bu arastirmada, Arapgada isim climlesinin mantiksal bir incelemesi yoluyla diisiince ve dil arasindaki
diyalektik iligkiye 151k tutulmaktadir. Zira dil sadece bir iletisim araci degil, ayn1 zamanda kavramlar ve fikirleri ifade
eden bir diisiinme aracidir; isim ciimlesi de bu ifadeyi tasiyan en 6nemli nahiv yapilarindan biridir. Bu ¢alisma, isim
climlesini mantiksal bir okuma ile ele alarak s6z konusu iliskiyi uygulamali bir sekilde inceleyecektir. Arastirmada
betimleyici ve analitik yontem temel alinarak, dncelikle isim ciimlesi ve onun asli anlami tanitilacak, ardindan haberin
dogasina ve climleye etki eden cesitli unsurlara (olumsuzluk, vurgu ve nesih) gore degisen anlamlari ele alinacaktir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Isim ciimlesi, Unsurlar, Nesih, Diisiince, Zihin.

Abstract

Language and thought are closely connected, as thought is linked to language and language to thought. We think
through language and express what we think using it. The discussion about the relationship between language and
thought is a long-standing one, intertwined across linguistic, philosophical, and literary studies. This research
highlights the dialectical relationship between thought and language through a logical study of the nominal sentence
in the Arabic language. Language is not merely a tool for communication; rather, it is a tool for thinking that expresses
concepts and ideas, and the nominal sentence is considered one of the most important grammatical structures that
convey this expression. This research will address this relationship through an applied approach by offering a logical
reading of the nominal sentence, based on a descriptive-analytical method. It will first present the nominal sentence
and its original meaning, then discuss its incidental meanings according to the nature of its predicate and the various
modifiers affecting it, namely negation, emphasis, and abrogation.

Keywords: Nominal sentence, Modifiers, Abrogators, Thought, Mind.
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STRUCTURED ABSTRACT

In this research, the focus is placed on the dialectical relationship between thought and language
through a logical study of the nominal sentence in Arabic. The researcher demonstrates that language is not
merely a means of communication but a tool of thinking that expresses concepts and ideas and that the
nominal sentence represents one of the most important grammatical structures carrying this expression. The
nominal sentence is analyzed in terms of its linguistic and grammatical concept, its various modifiers, and the
impact of these modifiers on its intellectual significance.

Language is dialectically connected to thought; humans think through their language and express
their ideas by means of it. Thought is a reflection of language, and language is an embodiment of thought.
Various linguistic, philosophical, and literary studies have addressed this relationship across different eras,
most notably the work of Abdul-Qahir Al-Jurjani in his theory of composition “Alnazm”, where he argues that
speech follows the order of ideas in the mind. This study explores the relationship between thought and
language through a logical reading of the nominal sentence, showing its original meaning and its
transformations through modifiers such as abrogation, negation, and emphasis.

In the Arabic language, the nominal sentence consists of a subject (mubtada) and a predicate
(khabar) and inherently indicates stability and permanence. The subject is typically a definite noun, while the
predicate is often an indefinite noun. The meaning of the sentence changes depending on the type of
predicate: if the predicate expresses a stable quality, the sentence conveys stability; if it points to an event or
renewal, it signifies the renewal of meaning. Furthermore, the nominal sentence may be affected by modifiers
that influence its meaning without altering its structure, such as negation and emphasis, or by elements that
change its structure, such as abrogators. Negation is introduced into the nominal sentence through particles
or verbs without altering its original structure, whereas emphasis reinforces the meaning through various
emphasis tools. Abrogation modifies the sentence structure using verbs or particles: some abrogation verbs,
such as “kana and its sisters”, put the subject in the nominative case and the predicate in the accusative case;
“kada and its sisters” indicate proximity, hope, or initiation, and “zanna and its sisters” transform the subject
into the first object and the predicate into the second object. Abrogation tools like “inna and its sisters” make
the subject accusative and the predicate nominative and other abrogation tools similar to “laysa” also
perform abrogation.

The intellectual dimension of the nominal sentence lies in its precise representation of the order of
thoughts in the speaker’s mind, a notion emphasized by Al-Jurjani, who believes that the order of speech
corresponds to the order of mental concepts. The nominal sentence expresses thought either by conveying the
stability of meaning when the predicate is a single noun or a nominal sentence, or by indicating renewal and
occurrence when the predicate is a verb or denotes an event. Thus, the nominal sentence shifts between
stability and renewal depending on the context and the nature of the predicate.

The connotation of the sentence also changes according to the modifiers, for example, using negation
tools converts affirmation into negation, the use of emphasis tools reinforces the attribution, and the entry of
abrogators changes the syntactic relationship within the sentence. This reflects the flexibility of thought
mirrored through the syntactic structure of language. Through this analysis, it becomes evident that the
nominal sentence is not merely a fixed linguistic structure but a flexible intellectual framework that moves
according to the communicative context and the precision needed to express ideas, emotions, and events. Its
meaning adapts with the predicate and the sentence modifiers, revealing the deep connection between the
structure of language and the movement of thought. Through its different systems, language always strives to
translate the intents of the soul, making the nominal sentence a prominent unit in the manifestation of
thought through organized and contextually interactive linguistic expression.

The study concludes that the nominal sentence is not simply a rigid linguistic structure but a mirror
of thought that reflects the stability or renewal of meanings depending on the arrangement of words and the
intervening modifiers. The relationship between language and thought clearly emerges in the structure of the
nominal sentence, where every syntactic change carries a semantic effect expressing the speaker’s
intellectual perspective. Thus, Arabic grammar is not merely a collection of rules but a precise system for
embodying mental and intellectual meanings.

CUIFD 25/2 (2025), 411-421



