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Abstract

This study comparatively examines the discourse structures of news texts generated by artificial intelli-
gence and those created by professional journalists in traditional media. As a case study, the symbolic
disarmament ceremony of the terrorist organisation PKK in the Sulaymaniyah region of Iraq on 11 July
2025 was selected. The event was chosen because it generated widespread repercussions in the Turkish
media and provoked various reactions among political actors. The study was conducted using the news-
papers Hiirriyet, Sozcii, and Yeni Safak, representing different editorial policies in Turkey, along with
the Al-based news platform Dipnot.tv. The analysis was structured around the themes of ‘the presenta-
tion of terrorist actors in the media,” ‘the official discourse of the state,” and ‘opposition reactions,” based
on van Dijk’s Critical Discourse Analysis model. The findings show that events are not merely reported
in either traditional or Al-based news, but framed through discursive preferences. While traditional me-
dia reflects discourse aligned with ideological orientations noted in the literature, Al news employs a
more neutral style with short sentences, passive structures, and limited commentary. Content ranking
and thematic emphasis also serve a guiding function in Al texts. Therefore, it is concluded that Al jour-
nalism, like traditional media, does not merely convey information but also functions as a mechanism
that constructs discourse.

Keywords: Artificial intelligence journalism, traditional media, discourse analysis
Oz

Bu ¢alismada, yapay zekd tarafindan iiretilen haber metinleri ile geleneksel medyada profesyonel gaze-
teciler tarafindan olusturulmus haber iceriklerinin soylem yapilar: karsilagtirmali olarak incelenmekte-
dir. Ornek olay olarak, 11 Temmuz 2025'te Trak'mn Siileymaniye bolgesinde gerceklesen terdr drgiitii
PKK’nin sembolik silah birakma téreni segilmistir. Bu olay, Tiirkiye medyasinda genis yank: uyandir-
mast ve farkli siyasi aktorler arasinda cesitli tepkilere yol acmasi nedeniyle Grneklem olarak tercih
edilmigtir. Inceleme, Tiirkiye'de farklt yaymn politikalarmi temsil eden Hiirriyet, Sozcii ve Yeni Safak
gazeteleri ile yapay zekd tabanli haber platformu Dipnot.tv iizerinden yiiriitiillmiistiir. Analiz, van
Dijk’in Elestirel Soylem Analizi modeli temelinde, “terdrist aktorlerin medyada sunumu”, “devletin
resmi soylemi” ve “muhalefet tepkileri” temalar1 cercevesinde yapilandirilmistir. Bulgular, hem gele-
neksel hem de yapay zekd temelli haber iiretiminde olaylarn yalmzca aktarilmadiini, ayni zamanda
soylemsel tercihlerle cercevelendigini gostermektedir. Geleneksel medya, soylemlerinde literatiirde isaret
edilen ideolojik yonelimlerle ortiisen tercihleri yansitirken, yapay zekd tarafindan iiretilen haberlerde kisa
ciimleler, edilgen yapilar ve stirli yorumlarla daha nétr bir iislup izlenimi ortaya ¢tkmaktadir. Icerik
stralamast ve tematik vurgular, yapay zekd metinlerinde de yonlendirici islev tasimaktadir. Dolayisiyla,
yapay zekd haberciliginin de geleneksel medya gibi yalmizca bilgi aktarmakla kalmayip soylemi inga eden
bir mekanizma olarak isledigi sonucuna varilmistir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Yapay zeka haberciligi, geleneksel medya, soylem analizi
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Discourse in AI-Generated and Journalist-Produced News:

A Comparative Analysis Based on the PKK’s Symbolic Disarmament Ceremony

Introduction

With the shift to digital technologies, news produc-
tion processes have undergone radical transfor-
mation. Artificial intelligence (Al)-supported con-
tent tools now reshape how news is produced and
presented, raising debates about journalism’s core
principles —objectivity, impartiality, and accuracy.
In traditional journalism, discourse is shaped by
editorial preferences, institutional policies, and so-
cio-political contexts; in Al-supported journalism,
it emerges from algorithmic and automated pro-
cesses. Revealing these discursive differences is
key to understanding how news discourse is being
redefined. This study therefore compares the dis-
course structures of Al-generated and journalist-
produced news texts.

Algorithmic editorial systems redesign both
form and content. According to Diakopoulos
(2019, p.1) notes, algorithms transform news pro-
duction, distribution, and consumption, creating a
paradigmatic shift in media. Their role makes it es-
sential to examine what media texts convey and
how, particularly whether they function as ideo-
logical constructs. Al systems that organize lan-
guage production and reception increasingly at-
tract attention for their sociocultural implica-
tions—especially regarding power, ideology, and
inequality. Gillespie (2014) emphasizes that algo-
rithms are deeply cultural rather than merely tech-
nical, carrying implicit ideological premises. Con-
sequently, “objective” news texts are produced
within value systems embedded in algorithms and
their designers (Bucher, 2018, p.114). Thus, Al in
journalism represents not only automation but also
discursive and ideological reconstruction.

This study investigates the ideological patterns
in Al-generated versus journalist-written news
through comparative discourse analysis. As a case
study, it examines the PKK terrorist organisation’s
symbolic disarmament ceremony held on 11 July
2025 in Sulaymaniyah, Iraq, following the an-
nouncement of the group’s dissolution by Abdul-
lah Ocalan, the leader of the terrorist organisation.
The event drew extensive coverage from major
Turkish media and Al-based platforms alike. Dip-
not.tv - a leading Al-driven news outlet in Tiirkiye
- published eight real-time reports on the disarma-
ment.
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The ceremony was framed differently across
political actors, making ideological positions dis-
cursively visible in news coverage. Using purpos-
ive sampling, this research analyzes Dipnot.tv’s re-
ports alongside those of three national newspapers
- Hiirriyet, Sozcii, and Yeni Safak- representing
distinct ideological orientations (Sine Nazli &
Yilmaz, 2024) and among Tiirkiye’s most circu-
lated dailies (Boomsocial.com, 2025). The analysis
employs Teun A. van Dijk’s critical discourse ap-
proach to reveal how Al-based and traditional re-
porting frame, construct, and position the event
ideologically, uncovering the underlying struc-
tures of meaning.

The Concept of Ideology and Its Relationship
with Discourse

The concept of ideology emerged after the French
Revolution to describe materialist ideals and was
termed the “science of ideas” by Antoine Destutt
de Tracy in 1796. Initially positive, it later acquired
a pejorative meaning and, since Marx, has been
linked to “false consciousness”(Celik, 2005). From
the 19th to mid-20th century, it referred to political
“-isms” such as liberalism, socialism, and fascism,
later  gaining broader everyday  usage
(Verschueren, 2015).

In the Marxist view, ideology legitimizes rul-
ing-class interests. Marx argued that the working
class acts under the dominant ideology (Fiske,
2003). Eagleton (2015) defines ideology as the pro-
cess shaping social life and legitimizing elite inter-
ests through distortion. Althusser (2001) sees it as
a mechanism positioning individuals in the social
order, reproduced through institutions like the
family, religion, education, and media.

Ideology manifests through discourse (Usiir,
1997). Practices accepted as “natural” in daily life
reflect ideological judgments that define what is
embraced or rejected (Althuser, 2014). Eagleton
(2015) considers discourse both a reflection and re-
production of ideology, while power operates
through inclusion and exclusion within discourse
(Bese & Baykara, 2019).

Foucault’s discourse theory links ideology to
power and knowledge, arguing that discourse con-
structs meaning and legitimizes power (Foucault,
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1998). van Dijk (2006) argues that ideologies are
primarily expressed through discourse, yet dis-
course analysis alone may not always uncover un-
derlying ideological beliefs. Interpretation varies
with tone, emphasis, and loudness; therefore, the
ideology—discourse relationship must be examined
empirically, theoretically, and contextually. Simi-
larly, Verschueren, in Discourse and Ideology, con-
ceptualizes ideology as multilayered —manifested
not only in content but also in linguistic choices,
syntactic constructions, emphasis, and contextual
strategies. From this view, analyzing the linguistic
mechanisms, social contexts of production, and the
actors made visible or invisible enables a compre-
hensive understanding of how ideology operates
within discourse.

News as Discourse and Ideological Construction
in the Media

The media, a key channel of information, trans-
forms events into discourses shaped by ideological
judgments. Although news claims objectivity, it
never fully reflects reality (Poyraz, 2002, p. 12).
News discourse should thus be viewed not as mere
transmission but as construction of social reality
(Dursun, 2011). Media discourses serve as instru-
ments through which dominant powers secure
public consent. As Torfing (1999, p. 220) notes,
dominant discourse establishes regimes of value
defining right and wrong. Counter-discourses re-
quire political and economic power; marginalized
voices remain underrepresented, and even opposi-
tional outlets often reproduce dominant narratives
(Kartal, 2022).

According to Erdogan and Alemdar (2002, pp.
404-407), media’s ideological function evolves his-
torically. Even in advanced democracies, where
neutrality and professionalism are claimed, dis-
course reflects dominant ideology. Media not only
reports facts but assigns meaning through sym-
bolic codes. Events gain significance only within
these ideological frameworks. Journalists rarely
choose such codes consciously; they operate
within interpretive conventions perceived as “nat-
ural.” Thus, the ideological role of media is con-
cealed under narratives of neutrality while contin-
ually reproducing dominant meaning systems.
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From political economy approach, media oper-
ates as an industrial structure that reproduces
power through discourse. Golding and Murdock
(1979, p. 15) argue that news functions as a capital-
ist commodity. Profit motives align editorial agen-
das with political interests, producing selective
emphasis and omission (Devran, 2010, p. 120). Al-
ternative perspectives appear only insofar as they
can be neutralized by dominant frames. Conse-
quently, the media reconstructs social reality (Inal,
1996, pp.100-115).

Stuart Hall (1980) encoding/decoding model il-
luminates the ideological nature of media texts.
Content is ideologically encoded during produc-
tion and decoded differently by audiences. Media
is not a neutral conveyor but a discursive form em-
bedded in power. “Raw” events are transformed
into ideologically charged narratives that reinforce
dominant meanings. Ideology operates not only
through content but also via narrative form, lexical
choice, and selective inclusion or exclusion of
voices. Although audiences may accept, negotiate,
or oppose these messages, all decoding reveals the
ideological foundation of dominant discourse.

Teun A. van Dijk (1988a, pp.175-177) estab-
lished a framework for analyzing news as dis-
course. He argues that news cannot be understood
solely through institutional routines; it requires ex-
amining journalists’ cognitive structures shaping
production. Ideological analysis thus involves
both textual and cognitive dimensions. News texts
exhibit distinctive grammatical, structural, and
lexical features that position actors ideologically.
Passive constructions, for example, obscure
agency, while lexical choices frame responsibility.
Yet textual analysis alone is insufficient—it must
be linked to the social cognition of both producers
and audiences to uncover the full ideological pro-
cess.

Artificial Intelligence Journalism and Ideological
Encoding

Al refers to computer systems capable of imitating
human cognitive abilities such as learning, reason-
ing, and inference. Conceptualized by Alan Turing
in the 1950s, Al advanced rapidly after the 1980s
through algorithmic modeling of expert
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knowledge First conceptualized by Alan Turing in
the 1950s, Al gained momentum after the 1980s,
leading to major theoretical and practical advances
(McCorduck & Cfe, 2004, pp.280-281; Newquist,
1994, p. 271). Its efficiency has enabled widespread
use across sectors such as healthcare, finance, lo-
gistics, and defense (Copeland, 2025; Maslej et al.,
2024).

Journalism is among the key domains trans-
formed by Al Initially used for automated finan-
cial and sports reports in the early 2000s, Al has be-
come integral to newsroom operations. With natu-
ral language generation (NLG) systems, algo-
rithms analyze large datasets, detect patterns, and
autonomously produce news through templates
and predictive models(Diakopoulos, 2019). This
automation, while improving speed and output,
has raised concerns over transparency, bias, and
accountability(Wang, 2021; Loconsole & Panarari,
2025). Accordingly, Al's role must be evaluated not
only technologically but also regarding its impact
on knowledge production, representation, and ide-
ological encoding.

Central to these debates are questions of data
ownership and value prioritization: Whose data
underlie these outputs? Which interests are rein-
forced? De Ruvo (2025) warns that algorithms op-
erated by major technology firms may privilege
private or dominant interests while marginalizing
alternative perspectives, necessitating critical scru-
tiny of embedded ideological agendas.

The datasets, linguistic patterns, and selection
criteria driving Al systems make ideological en-
coding unavoidable, producing systemic epistemic
bias. What Al-generated news highlights or omits
reflects underlying ideological choices. As Fou-
cault (1980) observed in his knowledge-power
framework, knowledge production is inseparable
from power and never politically neutral. Al,
therefore, functions not merely as a processor but
as an agent that defines what counts as knowledge,
reshaping representation regimes and the social
construction of meaning. Consequently, Al jour-
nalism must be viewed as a multidimensional phe-
nomenon requiring ethical, political, and ideologi-
cal analysis.
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PKK’s Disarmament Attempts and Peace Process
Experiences

The Kurdish issue, rooted in the late Ottoman pe-
riod, laid the foundation for armed organizations
during the Republican era, particularly in the
1970s. Abdullah Ocalan and his associates initiated
organizational activities in Ankara in 1974, and in
1978, Ocalan founded the terrorist organisation
PKK. Seeking to separate Tiirkiye’s eastern and
southeastern regions to form an independent state
spanning parts of Iran, Iraq, and Syria (Ceylan,
2012), he group began armed attacks in 1984, be-
coming one of Tiirkiye’s most persistent security
threats (Kuzu, 2009).

Tiirkiye pursued military methods for years
and occasionally attempted political solutions. The
first major initiative, led by President Turgut Ozal,
produced a PKK ceasefire on March 20, 1993 (Bi-
rand & Yalgin, 2012), but it collapsed following
Ozal’s death (Marcus, 2009). After Ocalan’s cap-
ture in 1999, the PKK declared a “non-conflict” pe-
riod that the media framed as a victory (Candar,
2012). Subsequent debates on the Kurdish issue
adopted a more reformist tone emphasizing citi-
zens’ rights.

During the AK Party era, EU accession efforts
encouraged reform and revived hopes for peace.
The Third Harmonization Package (August 3,
2002) legalized broadcasting and education in non-
Turkish languages, including Kurdish, signaling
Tiirkiye’s first multicultural policy framework.
Limited Kurdish broadcasts began in 2004, and
TRT 6 (later TRT Kurdi) launched in 2009. The en-
suing “Democratic Opening” and “Peace Process”
expanded cultural rights—legal defense in one’s
mother tongue, Kurdish studies programs in uni-
versities, and the legalization of previously banned
letters (w, g, x)—representing steps toward de-
mocratization (Celiktiirk, 2011; Oran, 2004; as cited
in Ay, 2017, pp. 130-182). However, after the 2015
Ceylanpinar attack that killed two police officers,
the process collapsed. Renewed urban clashes and
military operations continued until 2024, confining
the PKK largely to Iraq and Syria.

A new phase emerged in late 2024 when MHP
leader Devlet Bahgeli declared that the terrorist or-
ganisation PKK had lost its capacity and function.
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In early 2025, the terrorist organisation leader
Ocalan issued a directive supporting disbandment
and the end of armed struggle. Reactions varied:
nationalist circles and families of martyrs re-
mained cautious, while pro-peace NGOs and parts
of the Kurdish electorate viewed the move posi-
tively (Boynukara et al., 2025). Nonetheless, doubts
persisted regarding internal divisions and possible
manipulation of the process. On July 12, 2025, PKK
members symbolically burned their weapons in
Iraq’s Sulaymaniyah region, an event widely re-
ported as part of the group’s disarmament.

Method

This study aims to reveal the discursive structures
of Al-generated news texts and those produced by
professional journalists through a comparative
analysis.

In this study, the symbolic disarmament cere-
mony carried out by the PKK terrorist organization
in Iraq’s Sulaimaniyah region on July 11, 2025, is
examined as a case study. This ceremony took
place following the dissolution announcement
made by the organization’s founder, Abdullah
Ocalan. Ocalan’s statement was framed within the
‘“Terror-Free Tiirkiye’ process, described by Presi-
dent Recep Tayyip Erdogan, and traced back to the
call issued by Nationalist Movement Party (MHP)
leader Devlet Bahgeli during his parliamentary
group address on October 22, 2024. In that speech,
Bahgeli declared that Tiirkiye had entered a new
phase in its more than forty-year struggle against
terrorism (Duman, 2025). Accordingly, the sym-
bolic disarmament ceremony held on July 11, 2025,
approximately nine months after Bahceli’s call,
represented a concrete step that materialized this
process within a sequential context. The chosen
topic carries both political and symbolic signifi-
cance. The act of burning weapons received con-
siderable attention in both traditional media and
digital news platforms. Indeed, the Al-supported
news platform Dipnot.tv, which constitutes the fo-
cus of this study, published eight news articles
concerning the terrorist organization PKK’s
weapon-burning act. These news reports not only
conveyed information regarding the symbolic dis-
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armament but also produced discursive frame-
works around political positions, public reactions,
and debates on democracy.

In this study, the data consist of the front-page
news reports of newspapers with different ideo-
logical orientations, dated July 12, 2025. In line
with Van Dijk’s critical discourse analysis ap-
proach, texts were selected that allow for the com-
parison of how a specific event was reported, and
the analysis was conducted on these news items.
Accordingly, the aim was not to achieve represent-
ativeness but to carry out a detailed examination of
news texts in order to reveal discursive strategies.
Within this framework, the sample consisted of
Dipnot.tv, one of the first Turkey-based news plat-
forms to experiment with Al-generated journalism
through the ‘News Curator” application developed
by Matnon, as well as three national newspapers
(Hiirriyet, Sozctii, and Yeni Safak) reporting on the
same event. The masthead of the next-generation
news platform Dipnot.tv indicates that its news
content is produced via the Al-supported ‘News
Curator’ application, which provides a compre-
hensive database by scanning various sources, in-
cluding RSS feeds, news platforms, APIs, and
scraping methods. Accordingly, the content pub-
lished on Dipnot.tv serves as an analytical basis for
comparing the discursive structure of news pro-
duced by professional journalists in traditional me-
dia. Hiirriyet was selected as a representative of
mainstream journalism, while S6zcii was included
as a newspaper with an opposition stance, and
Yeni Safak as one with a pro-government editorial
policy, according to classifications frequently em-
ployed in the literature (Newman et al., 2022;
Ozdemir, 2020; Tok, 2025). The comparison focuses
on how these outlets represented and framed the
same event, analyzed within the framework of
Teun A. van Dijk’s Critical Discourse Analysis. In
line with Van Dijk’s model, the study examines
discursive structures such as thematic organiza-
tion, schematic features, lexical choices, and rhe-
torical devices.

The data were manually collected from news-
paper archives and the Dipnot.tv website. The
news articles examined were limited to those pub-
lished on July 12, 2025 — one day after the case
event — since newspapers typically publish their
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initial coverage the following day. Furthermore,
only front-page news stories were analyzed, as
front pages represent areas of highest editorial pri-
ority and public visibility. In each newspaper, all
front-page content that directly or indirectly re-
ferred to the disarmament ceremony of the PKK
terrorist organization was included in the analysis.
For Dipnot.tv, all articles related to the same event
were examined. In this way, the study sought to
reveal how the event was represented and discur-
sively framed in the earliest stage of reporting. As
emphasized in the literature, news articles pub-
lished immediately after an event are considered
critical for discourse analysis, since they reflect the
initial framings that shape public understanding
(van Dijk, 1988b).

In the research, critical discourse analysis
method was used. Specifically, the critical dis-
course analysis model developed by Teun A. van
Dijk was preferred, as it enables the analysis of the
ideology-language relationship on both micro and
macro levels. This model analyzes media discourse
as a tool that reproduces power relations. Accord-
ing to (van Dijk, 1988a), news texts should be eval-
uated as multi-layered structures. During the anal-
ysis process, the texts are examined on both macro
and micro structural levels. Macro structures in-
clude the thematic content of the news, encom-
passing sections such as headlines, subheadings,
leads, and introductions. This level of analysis
aims to identify which themes are emphasized,
how the narrative is constructed, and through
what schemas the themes are conveyed. The sche-
matic structure under the macro level is generally
examined under two subcategories: “situation”
and “comment.” The “situation” section covers the
central event in the news, its consequences, and the
contextual elements that form its background. The
“comment” section includes statements from news
sources and assessments by the actors involved in
the event (van Dijk, 1988b, pp. 53-54).

Van Dijk’s micro-structural analysis involves
the examination of linguistic elements. In addition,
the rhetorical structure of the news is analyzed,
with particular attention to the expressions se-
lected to reinforce or legitimize meaning within the
text. At this level, the study evaluates how the
same event is narrated differently, the variations in
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discourse forms, and the ideological orientations
and meanings conveyed through those variations
(Devran, 2010; Seker, 2014).

The starting point of the analysis in this study
was to identify the general themes of the news ar-
ticles about the PKK’s disarmament ceremony
published on the front pages of the newspapers in-
cluded in the sample and on the Al-based news
platform Dipnot.tv. Three main themes were de-
termined: “the presentation of terrorist actors,”
“the official discourse of the state,” and “reactions
from the opposition.” Within the framework of
these themes, the discursive structures of the news
reports were analyzed comparatively. In this con-
text, a total of 11 news reports published under the
mentioned categories by the selected media outlets
were examined.

Findings
The Representation of Terrorist Actors

This section analyzes news coverage of the “sym-
bolic disarmament ceremony” organized by the
terrorist organisation PKK on July 11, 2025, in
Iraq’s Sulaymaniyah region. The event appeared
as the lead story and was visually emphasized in
all three newspapers—Hiirriyet, Sozcii, and Yeni
Safak. The Al-based platform Dipnot.tv also re-
ported on the same event. These reports were ex-
amined using Teun A. van Dijk’s Critical Discourse
Analysis framework to assess how terrorist actors
were represented, how the ceremony’s rituals were
framed, and how ideological orientations and vis-
ual elements shaped journalistic discourse. The
headlines and lead statements of the analyzed re-
ports are summarized in Table 1.

In the July 12, 2025 issue of Hiirriyet, the PKK
terrorist organisation’s disarmament ceremony
was framed through the metaphor of “the last
tire.” The report centred on the hope for an end to
armed conflict, articulated in the subheading:
“Now the only wish of 85 million is for the bloody
weapons to fall silent forever.” The PKK is de-
picted as the actor performing the weapon-burn-
ing ritual, while the event is framed as a symbolic
performance. Subheadings such as “15 Women, 15
Men” and “I Was the Closest to the Fire” stress
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both the group’s gender composition and the jour-
nalist’s eyewitness authority. Detailed temporal
and spatial references underline the gravity of the
occasion. Comments like “Everyone who partici-
pated was positively affected. Faces were smiling.”
convey emotional resonance and frame the act as a

At the micro-structural level, the report identi-
fies the PKK terrorist organisation group as the ex-
plicit subject, described by gender, age, and status.
Lexical choices—“bloody weapons,” “to fall silent
forever,” “order and harmony,” “positive effect,”
and “faces were smiling” —enhance expressive-

i

gesture of collective hope.

ness and historicize the event.

Table 1. News Headlines Related to the Disarmament Ceremony

News Headline

Spot

PKK'l1 bir grup Siileymaniye kirsalinda Jasana Magarasi'nin bulundugu bélgede silah
birakti. Silahlar 6zel kazanda yakild1.Simdi 85 milyonun tek temennisi, kanl silahlarin eb-
ediyen susmasi (A group of PKK members laid down their arms in the rural area of Sulay-
maniyah, where the Jasana Cave is located. The weapons were burned in a special caul-
dron. Now, the sole wish of 85 million people is that the bloody weapons remain silent

Bahgeli'nin ¢agrisiyla baglayan yeni agihim siirecinde PKK, diin Kuzey Irak’taki Canna
Dagi'nda sembolik bir torenle silah birakti. (In the new opening process initiated by
Bahgeli’s call, the PKK laid down its arms yesterday in a symbolic ceremony on Mount

Terdrsiiz Tirkiye siirecinde kritik esik agildi. Giivenlik giiglerinin Irak’taki operasyonlari
ile hareket edemez hale gelen terdr drgiitii PKK, Ocalan’m gagrisi ve bolgesel dengelerin
degismesiyle fesih karar1 almisti. Diin Siileymaniye’de 30 kisilik PKK'l1 grup, silahlarini
kazana atip yakarak silah birakma siirecini baglatt1.( PKK Started to Lay Down Arms. A
critical threshold was crossed in the Terror-Free Tiirkiye process. The PKK terrorist organ-
ization, which became unable to act due to the operations of the security forces in Iraq, had
decided to dissolve with Ocalan’s call and the change of regional balances. Yesterday in
Sulaymaniyah, a group of 30 PKK members started the disarmament process by throwing
their weapons into a cauldron and burning them.)

Kuzey Irak'ta toplanan PKK savascilari, silahlarini atege atarak sembolik bir silahsizlanma

Hiirri- Bu Son Ates Olsun (Let This
yet Be the Last Fire)
forever)
47 Y1llik Thanete Yarim Saatlik
Sozcii Sov (47 Years of Betrayal,
Half-Hour Show) Canna in Northern Iraq)
47 Yillik Terdriin Bitmesi Igin
. Ik Adm PKK Silah
Yeni .
fak Birakmaya Baglad: (The First
Safa Step for Ending 47 Years of
Terror)
PKK Savascilari Silahsizlanma
dip-  Siirecini Baglatti (PKK Fight-
not.tv ers Started the Disarmament

eylemi gerceklestirdi.( PKK fighters gathered in Northern Iraq carried out a symbolic dis-

Process)

armament act by throwing their weapons into the fire)

KANLISIUAHLAR
[ BOYLE YAKILDIP

Figure 1: Hiirriyet Newspaper, July 12, 2025
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The figure codenamed Bese Hozat is portrayed
as the leader, signalling the organisation’s hierar-
chy and symbolic order. Rhetorically, the large-
font headline “Let This Be the Last Fire” marks the
ceremony as a moment of symbolic closure.

Visually, the first photograph beside the head-
line captures the weapon-burning moment with
the caption “Bloody Weapons Were Burned Like
This,” directly invoking the organisation’s violent
legacy. The second image, central to the layout,
shows members throwing weapons into a caul-
dron, serving as the visual focal point. A third
wide-angle shot depicts the group’s arrival, while
the final image foregrounds the Hiirriyet journalist
as on-site observer, visually reinforcing the narra-
tive of witnessing,.



Discourse in AI-Generated and Journalist-Produced News:

A Comparative Analysis Based on the PKK’s Symbolic Disarmament Ceremony

=8 Kararmis SOZCU TV PN
ekran da bugiin

CHP lider in Bicek’e de

hittin ek icin ada

yakalandiprs sByleyen Ozgii Ozel,-Onu gmpkums.umn;u ‘dedi
= e 4

Figure 2. Sozcii Newspaper, July 12, 2025

In the July 12, 2025 issue of Sozcti, the lead story
titled “A Half-Hour Show for a 47-Year Betrayal”
framed the PKK terrorist organisation’s disarma-
ment ceremony through an overtly negative and
accusatory lens. Using terms such as “betrayal,”
“show,” and “theater,” the article dismissed claims
of a peace-oriented gesture and instead con-
structed a narrative of deception. The expression
“a half-hour show” foregrounded the assumption
of pure performance, situating the coverage within
an explicitly oppositional stance.

At the schematic level, the situation section pre-
sented basic details—location, participants, and se-
quence—through cues that evoke distrust. The
comment section relied less on direct actor quota-
tions, reflecting instead the newspaper’s evalua-
tive framing. Phrases like “victory manifesto,” “gi-
ant Apo poster,” and “a storm of ululations and ap-
plause” rhetorically exaggerated the ceremony’s
spectacle, assigning grandeur to underscore insin-
cerity. The secondary headline, “The Villainy Be-
hind the Curtain of the Theater,” linked the event
to an image of a fallen soldier, amplifying outrage
through emotional framin.

Linguistically, the report employed short, often
passive sentences - “The victory manifesto was
read,” “Rifles were thrown into the cauldron”-
backgrounding agency and emphasizing ritual.
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The active line “They returned to the cave as they
came” attached a spatially negative metaphor to
the group. Lexical items like “show,” “theater,”
and “betrayal” conveyed moral judgment, while
“giant Apo poster” and “high-ranking terrorist”
questioned legitimacy and reinforced criminal
identity. The headline term “betrayal” combined
with martyr imagery produced emotional inten-
sity. Visually, a large image of participants con-
trasted with smaller photos of rifles being dis-
carded —captioned “new and unused weapons”
and “no ballistic examination was conducted” —
heightening the perception of staging and falsity.
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Figure 3. Yeni Safak Newspaper, July 12, 2025

In the July 12, 2025 issue of Yeni Safak, the dis-
armament ceremony was framed as a major na-
tional development. The headline “The First Step
to Ending 47 Years of Terror: The PKK Begins to
Disarm” appeared in large font, emphasizing the
event’s historical weight. Thematically, the report
framed the PKK’s act as the beginning of its disso-
lution and a hopeful step toward “a future free of
terrorism.” At the schematic level, detailed infor-
mation on the location, process, and actors was
provided, contextualized by references to Ocalan’s
call and shifting regional dynamics. The lead
phrase “a critical threshold has been crossed” po-
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sitioned the event as a political milestone. Addi-
tionally, the phrase “the terrorist organization
PKK, which has become unable to act,” includes an
overt evaluative commentary. It creates the im-
pression that the organization did not make a vol-
untary decision, but was compelled to act due to
the operational pressure of the security forces. This
representation emphasizes the state and its coer-
cive power as the active subject, portraying the
PKK as a passive and helpless actor.

Stylistically, the report used short, verb-driven
sentences such as “PKK started to lay down arms”
and “They threw the weapons into the cauldron
and set them on fire,” foregrounding action and
agency. In contrast, “A document containing the
serial numbers of the weapons was delivered to the
delegation” employed the passive voice to high-
light institutional oversight. This variation under-
scored both the ritual and the state’s supervisory
authority. Lexical choices like “47 years of terror”
linked the organization’s history to violence, while
“a Turkey without terror” reinforced state-cen-
tered security discourse. The repeated term “the
terrorist organization PKK” delegitimized the
group, and the subheading “They threw them into
the cauldron” accentuated ritual symbolism. Ref-
erences to political figures and “the weapons list
was delivered to MIT” highlighted institutional
control.

Dipnot Dipnot

Silahsizlanmanin Sembolik Anlami

PKK Savascilan
Silahsizlanma
Surecini Baglatt

Kuzey Irak'ta toplanan PKK
savasgllar, silahlarini atese atarak
sembolik bir silahsizlanma eylemi
gergeklestirdi

PKK Savascilari
Silahsizlanma Sirecini
Baslatti

gatigsmalarin sona ermesi yoninde ¢

bir adim oldugunu vurguladi

Figure 4. dipnot.tv, July 12, 2025
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Rhetorically, the headline’s historical framing
constructed the event as a turning point. Subhead-
ings organized the narrative around key scenes,
chronology, and institutional action, while photo-
graphs depicting PKK members’ arrival and
weapon burning visually reinforced the report’s
ritualized and state-centered framing.

On the Al-supported digital news platform
Dipnot.tv, the news article titled “PKK Fighters
Begin the Disarmament Process,” published on
July 12, 2025, constructs its thematic structure
around the disarmament act. In the article, the cer-
emony is presented as a sign of the peace process,
and the event is emphasized as an important step
toward ending the conflict and establishing re-
gional stability. The frame of the theme conveys an
optimistic approach toward peace. On the sche-
matic level, the “situation” section summarizes
how the disarmament act physically unfolded,
stating that fighters of the terrorist organization
PKK came together and symbolically threw their
weapons into the fire. The “comment” section fol-
lows the subheadings “The Symbolic Meaning of
Disarmament” and “Regional Impacts.” These
parts evaluate the ceremony’s contribution to the
peace process, its potential for stability, and the
possible reactions of other actors. The sentences are
short, clear, and simple. Complex or multi-layered
structures are avoided, and both active and passive
forms appear. Phrases such as “a sign of the peace
process,” “an important step,” and “regional sta-
bility” show how the article linguistically frames
the event in positive terms aligned with peace-ori-
ented discourse.

According to the lexical-level analysis, one of
the most striking points is the consistent avoidance
of adjectives such as “terrorist,” and the repeated
use of the term “PKK fighters” throughout the text.
As van Dijk emphasizes, such lexical choices may
reflect the ideological position of the system that
produces the news. Since Dipnot.tv is a platform
where content is generated entirely by artificial in-
telligence without human intervention, the choice
of the word “fighter” should be understood as an
outcome of automated language generation. This
suggests that the system may rely on English-
based datasets where the word “fighter” often car-
ries connotations of heroism or resistance, creating
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a framing different from the “terrorist” label typi-
cally used in national newspapers. In addition,
positive connotation phrases such as “a symbolic
act of disarmament,” “peace process,” “ending the
conflict,” and “ensuring stability” contribute to the
impression that the news is positioned in favor of
peace and resolution. Rhetorically, the news story
is notably weak and plainly written. It lacks lin-
guistic devices that could create strong emotional
impact or enhance persuasiveness, such as paral-
lelism, metaphor, or analogy. The sentences are
short and neutral, minimizing dramatic effect.

any news articles in this category. In the analyzed
news articles, how the official position of the state
is represented, through which linguistic strategies
the framework of legitimacy is constructed, and
how the event is framed through discourse struc-
tures have been analyzed.

When reviewing the Hiirriyet front page of July
12, 2025, two reports reflecting official state dis-
course were identified. The first, “May This Signif-
icant Step Be Auspicious,” features President
Erdogan’s statement on the PKK terrorist organi-
sation’s disarmament.

Table 2. News Headlines Related to the Official Discourse of the State

News Headline

Spot

Hiirriyet

Bu Onemli Adim Hayirli Olsun
(This Important Step Shall Be Aus-
picious)

Cumhurbagkani Erdogan, PKK'l1 bir grubun silah birakmasina iligkin
sosyal medya hesabindan agiklama yapti.( President Erdogan issued a
statement on his social media account regarding the disarmament of a
group of members of the terrorist organization PKK)

Gelismeler Bir Milattir (The Devel-
opments Constitute a Milestone)

MHP Lideri Bahgeli, kara bir dénemin kapanmas1 hususunda tarihi ni-
telikli gelismeler yasanmaya bagladigin1 vurgulayarak, “Pozitif ve yii-
reklere su serpen gelismeler bir milattir ve bu kapsamda mahseri
vicdan memnuniyet duymaktadir” dedi. (MHP Leader Bahgeli empha-
sized that historically significant developments have begun to unfold
concerning the closure of a dark era, stating, “The positive and heart-
ening developments are a milestone, and in this respect, the collective
conscience is content.”)

Sozcii

Yeni Safak

Bugiin atilan adim hayirlara vesile
olsun (May Today’s Step Be Auspi-
cious)

PKK'L ilk grubun silah birakmasindan sonra MHP Lideri Bahgeli,
Cumhurbagkan1 Tayyip Erdogan’i arayarak memnuniyetini dile
getirdi. DEM Parti’li Pervin Buldan da Erdogan ve Bahgeli'yi arayarak
tesekkiir etti.( Following the disarmament of the first group of members
of the terrorist organization PKK, MHP Leader Bahgeli called President
Tayyip Erdogan to express his satisfaction. Pervin Buldan of the DEM
Party also contacted both Erdogan and Bahgeli to convey her gratitude.)

Kara bir dénem kapaniyor (The
Closing of a Dark Era)

MHP Lideri Devlet Bahgeli, yaptig1 yazili agiklamada, terdrsiiz Tiirkiye
hedefinin saglam ve saglikli hamlelerle mesafe aldigini ifade etti. (In a
written statement, MHP Leader Devlet Bahgeli noted that the goal of a
Turkey free from terrorism has made progress through firm and sound
measures.)

dipnot.tv

Cumhurbagkan1 Erdogan: Terd-
rsiiz Tiirkiye
Hedefine Adim (President
Erdogan: A Step Toward a Terror-
Free Turkey)

PKK'1 30 kisinin silah birakmasi sonras1 Cumhurbagkan: Erdogan,
terorsiiz bir gelecek i¢in dualarini paylasti.( Following the disarmament
of 30 members of the terrorist organization PKK, President Erdogan
shared his prayers for a future without terrorism.)

The Official State Discourse

In this category, news articles concerning the state-
ments made by senior state officials, government
representatives, and the leaders of parties within
the People’s Alliance regarding the PKK’s act of
burning weapons have been examined. While two
news articles were published in Hiirriyet and Yeni
Safak, and one in Dipnot.tv, Sozcii did not feature
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The headline’s prayer-like tone conveys affir-
mation, while the lead -“President Erdogan made
a statement on his social media account regarding
the disarmament of PKK”- sets an objective frame.
Nearly all of Erdogan’s words are quoted directly,
maintaining thematic unity between headline and
opening. The article foregrounds concepts of
peace, unity, and prayer, presenting the state as the
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actor managing the process. Structurally, the “sit-
uation” section consists of official statements with
no journalistic commentary. The note that Erdogan
phoned MHP leader Devlet Bahgeli signals politi-
cal coordination and strengthens contextual depth.

At the micro level, the report uses short, active
sentences emphasizing state agency. Lexical items
such as “A Terror-Free Tiirkiye,” “lasting peace,”
and “May Allah grant us success” blend national
and religious motifs, enhancing emotional appeal
and legitimacy. Religious expressions reinforce the
ideological dimension of Erdogan’s discourse. The
language is persuasive and legitimizing, forming a
strong rhetorical state narrative. A chest-level por-
trait of Erdogan visually underscores authority,
formality, and determination.

Another Hiirriyet article under the “official
state discourse” category, titled “These Develop-
ments Mark a Turning Point,” features MHP
leader Bahgeli’s statements in the right-hand col-
umn. The headline directly summarizes Bahgeli’s
words; “turning point” signals a historically signif-
icant milestone and implies a positive, future-ori-
ented value judgment. Although there is no news
spot, the opening sentence serves as the main con-
textual element. Bahgeli’s statement is presented
directly, framing the event dramatically through
phrases such as “closure of a dark period,” “devel-
opments of historical nature,” and “positive and
heartening developments.” The thematic structure
combines positivity, historical importance, and so-
cietal tranquility in line with the official state dis-
course, constructing a narrative that affirms the de-
velopments politically and socially. The event is
portrayed as hope against past darkness, a histori-
cal rupture, and a symbol of social peace. Though
concise, the article uses strong discursive concepts
to convey the theme intensely.

According to the schematic structure analysis,
the “situation” section consists entirely of the pri-
mary definer’s words, and no journalist commen-
tary appears. The micro-structural analysis shows
complex and rhetorically ornate constructions. The
sentence “the social conscience feels satisfaction”
employs a collective agent, associated with an ab-
stract rather than passive actor. Lexical items -
“turning point,” “dark period,” “developments of
historical nature,” “positive,” “heartening,” and
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“collective conscience” - function as evaluative
terms highlighting the event’s significance and re-
inforcing the speaker’s viewpoint. These choices
heighten emotional impact and persuasive force.
The accompanying shoulder-level portrait of
Bahgeli, facing the camera directly, constructs a
rhetoric of authority and sincerity, fostering trust
in the leader.

Yeni Safak allocated space on its front page for
two news articles reflecting the official state dis-
course. One, includes President Erdogan’s state-
ments and is titled “May Today’s Step Be Auspi-
cious.” The headline, news spot, and introduction
display a strong thematic hierarchy. The headline,
a direct quotation from Erdogan’s social media
post, constitutes the main theme, emphasizing that
the government embraces the ceremony of the ter-
rorist organization PKK within the “a Terror-Free
Tiirkiye” process. The spot notes that MHP leader
Bahgeli and DEM Party MP Pervin Buldan also
called Erdogan to express satisfaction, thereby ex-
panding the theme of shared approval and discur-
sive harmony. Concepts such as “a Terror-Free Tii-
rkiye,” “peace,” “lasting stability,” and “regional
security” form a semantic chain from general to
specific. Schematically, the article summarizes
Erdogan’s social media message, with the narra-
tive built on his initial reaction to the terrorist or-
ganization PKK’s disarmament and subsequent
discussions with Bahgeli and Buldan. The “evalua-
tion” section is limited, mostly direct quotations,
positioning the article as informative rather than
interpretive. At the micro level, the sentences are
long but clear; Erdogan’s statements, quoted di-
rectly, reflect the natural patterns of political dis-
course. Active subjects and verbs are attributed di-
rectly to Erdogan. Lexical choices such as “a Ter-
ror-Free Tiirkiye,” “peace,” “stability,” and “the
security of our nation” convey positive state goals,
while religious phrases like “Allah Almighty” and
“may [He] grant” resonate with conservative read-
ership. Rhetorical elements emerge through
Erdogan’s quotations; the supplicatory phrase at
the end expands the text into a religious-rhetorical
sphere. The accompanying photo shows Erdogan
in a shoulder-level portrait, a classic statesman rep-
resentation, where the lack of a clear expression
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emphasizes symbolic presence rather than per-
sonal emotion.

The second article, titled “A Dark Era is Coming
to an End,” features Bahgeli’s statements. The
headline conveys the perception that a long-stand-
ing threat to Tiirkiye is ending; it is short, striking,
and dramatic. The spot reflects MHP’s support for
the process. In the introduction, Bahgeli’s remarks
are presented. The phrase “as of today, the sepa-
ratist terrorist organization has begun surrender-
ing its weapons in groups” highlights the concrete-
ness of the “a Terror-Free Tiirkiye” process, while
“developments of historical nature are taking place
regarding the end of a dark era” frames the devel-
opments positively in line with state policy. Thus,
the event is presented as a historical turning point.
In the schematic structure, factual elements form
the “situation” section, while Bahgeli’s interpretive
remarks construct the “evaluation” section. At the
micro level, the introduction employs active con-
structions. Lexically, expressions such as “dark
era,” “developments of historical nature,” “goal of
a Terror-Free Tiirkiye,” and “firm and sound
steps” affirm state actions, frame the process as a
success, and generate positive connotations. Rhe-
torically, dramatic expressions enhance discursive
impact; terms like “developments of historical na-
ture” and “collective conscience” increase credibil-
ity and emotional appeal. Drawn from Bahgeli’s
words, these expressions show the article not only
informs but also seeks to build consent for the
state’s stance. The accompanying photo portrays
Bahgeli at shoulder level, emphasizing decisive-
ness, seriousness, and trustworthiness.

Sozcii newspaper, on the other hand, did not in-
clude any news articles falling under the category
of “official state discourse” on its front page. In-
stead, the coverage focused only on the act of burn-
ing weapons carried out by the terrorist organiza-
tion PKK, presenting it as a symbolic performance.
This orientation does not indicate engagement
with the legitimizing framework of the state dis-
course but remains limited to reporting and fram-
ing the symbolic dimension of the act itself.
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Figure 5. dipnot.tv, July 12, 2025

On the Al-supported news platform dipnot.tv,
anews article was published under the category of
official state discourse, featuring the statements of
President Erdogan and Bahgeli, a partner of the
People’s Alliance. The article, published under the
headline “President Erdogan: A Step Toward the
Goal of a Terror-Free Tiirkiye,” emphasizes in its
macrostructure, thematically, the notion of a step
taken toward the ideal of a Terror-Free Tiirkiye. In
the article presented with the news spot “Follow-
ing the disarmament of 30 PKK members, Presi-
dent Erdogan shared his prayers for a future with-
out terrorism,” attention is drawn to a tone of affir-
mation based on religious and moral references
such as peace, tranquility, and prayer. It is ob-
served that similar expressions are repeated in the
opening sentence of the article. At the schematic
level, in the “situation” section of the article, the
headline, spot, and lead summarize Erdogan’s
statements, while the main text consists of infor-
mation concerning the main event and its back-
ground. However, it has been noted that Erdogan’s
statement, “May Allah Almighty grant us success
in achieving our goals on this path we walk for our
country’s security, our nation’s peace, and the es-
tablishment of lasting peace in our region,” was
not included. The “situation” section reports
Erdogan’s phone call with Bahgeli and Bahgeli’s
expression of support for the process. The “evalu-
ation” section, however, reflects features of auto-
mated text generation. Considering that Dip-
not.tv’s content is produced entirely by artificial
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intelligence without human intervention, and con-
sistent with findings in the literature (Carlson,
2015), the recurrence of superficiality, lack of con-
text, monotonous language, and source-free evalu-
ative statements suggests that these passages are
typical outputs of algorithmic language genera-
tion. For example, “These recent developments re-
veal Tiirkiye’s economic, social, and geopolitical
potential...” and “The realization of the ideal of a
Terror-Free Tiirkiye is considered a process from
which all 85 million citizens will benefit” appear as
commentary without attribution. Syntactically, of-
ficial statements are conveyed in the active voice,
while evaluative parts employ passives such as “is
considered,” which conceal the agent and present
inference as objectivity. Rhetorically, credibility is
established through quotations early in the text,
whereas the evaluative section seeks to persuade
by articulating idealized goals, as in “leaving a
more prosperous country to future generations.”
The accompanying photo of Erdogan, serious-
faced with the Turkish flag, reinforces state legiti-
macy and ideological unity by merging leader and
national symbol in a single frame.

Opposition Reactions

In this category, news articles concerning the reac-
tions of opposition parties to the PKK’s act of burn-
ing weapons have been analyzed. While Hiirriyet
and dipnot.tv each included one news article
within this category, it has been determined that
no such articles were published on the front pages
of Yeni Safak and Sozcii newspapers.

In Hiirriyet’s July 12, 2025 front page, a news
article titled “Ending Terrorism is Our Common
Will,” based on CHP leader Ozgiir Ozel’s social
media post, appears under “opposition reactions.”
Positioned in a single column at the bottom right,
it highlights Ozel’s positive stance toward the
peace process. The headline emphasizes societal
consensus, reflecting the opposition’s attempt to
claim ownership of the process and contribute to
legitimacy.

Schematically, the article consists only of Ozel's
statements in quotation marks, directly respond-
ing to the disarmament of the terrorist organiza-
tion PKK. With no commentary, it functions as an
informative piece. Microstructurally, active sub-
ject-verb constructions dominate, with Ozel as the
agent. Simple syntax ensures clarity. Lexically,
“peace,”
unity and shared responsibility, while the meta-
phor “complete silence of weapons” signals a tran-
sition from violence to peace. Rhetorically, the
headline’s emphasis on “our common will” broad-
ens the call from CHP to society at large.

Yeni Safak and Sozcii newspapers, on the other
hand, did not include any news articles under the
category of “opposition reactions” on their front

common will,” and “heavy price” stress

pages. In its coverage of the terrorist organization
PKK’s disarmament, Yeni Safak focused on state-
ments by state actors such as President Erdogan
and MHP leader Bahgeli, as well as on the weapon-
burning ceremony. No statements from opposition
figures were included in this coverage. In the case
of Sozcli, opposition reactions were likewise ab-
sent from the front page, and the newspaper did

Table 3. Headlines of News on the Opposition’s Reactions to the Terrorist Organization PKK’s Weapon-Burning Act

News Headline

Spot

“Partimiz barigin yanindadir” diyen CHP Genel Bagkaru Ozel,
“Ulkemize ¢ok agir bedeller 6deten terdriin ilelebet son bulmast or-
tak irademizdir. Bu adimin artik silahlarin tamamen susacagi bir d6-
nemin baglangici olmasini diliyoruz” dedi.( ”CHP Chairman Ozel,
who said “Our party stands by peace,” stated: “It is our common will
that terrorism, which has inflicted very heavy costs on our country,
comes to an end forever. We hope this step will mark the beginning
of a period in which weapons will fall completely silent.”)

Teroriin Bitmesi Ortak
Hiirriyet Irademizdir (The End of Terror-
ism Is Our Common Will)
Sozcii -
Yeni Safak -
CHP ve DEVA Partisi PKK'nin
Silah Yakma
Dipnot.tv Torenini Destekledi (CHP and

DEVA Party Supported PKK'’s
Weapon-Burning Ceremony)

CHP ve DEVA Partisi, PKK'nin silah yakma tdrenini desteklerken,
Y] Parti ve Demokrat Parti'den tepkiler geldi. (While CHP and
DEVA Party supported PKK’s weapon-burning ceremony, reactions
came from IYI Party and Democrat Party.)
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not feature content related to this dimension of the
event.

IYi Part v Diger Partilerden Tepkiler

IYIPart Genel Bagkani Misavat (lu, torene tepki g

"% | olanlar utansi' de netiminin bu admlan atmasini
" | eletiirken, DEVA Partisi k Partisi ibi diger partiler sirece olumly
yaklagts. Tarkiye Isci Partisi(T1P)ise siahlann susmasini'bilydk bir mutiulukla”

Kargladigim acikladi

AKP ve SOL Partinin Goriigleri

AKP Genel BaskanvekiEfkan A3, irecin itk bir egigiagtigi beliterek her
nun cozimiiin

sllahsiz bir zeminin Gnemine df slrecin baski bi rejim araci

CHP ve DEVA Partisi PKK'nin Silah
Yakma Torenini Destekledi

CHP ve DEVA Partsi, PKK'nin silah yakma téreninl desteklerken, IY]
Parti ve Demokrat Parti‘den tepkder geld.

haline getirimemesi gerektigini vurgulad

Demokrat Parti'nin Elegtirisi

CHP ve DEVA Partisi PKK'nin Silah Yakma Torenini

Destekledi Demokrat Parti Genel Bagkan Giltekin Uysal, PKK nin milcadele azmini yok

kazanimig sayimayacagin fad

Gunu ve PKK'nin nihai amacindan

Figure 6. dipnot.tv, July 12, 2025

On the Al-supported news platform Dipnot.tv,
anews article published under the category of “op-
position reactions” and titled “CHP and DEVA
Party Supported the PKK's Weapon-Burning Cer-
emony” thematically aims to present the positions
of opposition actors regarding the terrorist organi-
zation PKK’s act of disarmament. The headline
emphasizes the actors who endorsed the process.
In the subsequent article text, the reactions of the
parties are conveyed in sequence through very
brief quotations. However, this brevity results in
superficial representations. For example, CHP
leader Ozel's statement that they “welcomed it
with satisfaction” and his emphasis on “social con-
sensus” are addressed in only two sentences. Sim-
ilarly, DEVA leader Babacan’s statement is re-
duced solely to a message of goodwill: “may it be
auspicious.” The reaction of the 1YI Party is con-
veyed through the short expression, “Shame on
those responsible.” The statement of the Left Party
(SOL Parti), which supported the terrorist organi-
zation PKK’s act of disarmament but also warned
that the process should not be turned into a tool of
an oppressive regime, is also summarized. The
criticisms of the Democrat Party, which took a
stance against the process, are mentioned in a sin-
gle sentence.

In the thematic structure of the article, positive
reactions are presented first and in slightly greater
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detail, while critical reactions are summarized
more briefly toward the end. Although the article
does not include evaluative commentary and gives
the impression of objectivity by presenting politi-
cal leaders’ statements through direct quotations,
this order of presentation constructs a framework
that highlights supportive voices more promi-
nently.

At the syntactic level, the news sentences are
constructed in the active voice, and no passive con-
structions are observed. At the lexical level, terms
such as “supported,” “welcomed with satisfac-
tion,” “shame on those responsible,” “may it be
auspicious,” “ultimate goal,” and “ethnic sepa-
ratist politics” clearly categorize the political posi-
tions of the actors. In addition, more inclusive ex-
pressions such as “with great joy” and “every seg-
ment has a role to play” are also present, indicating
both polarizing and unifying elements. At the rhe-
torical level, the headline and the structure of the
first paragraph emphasize the support expressed
by CHP and the DEVA Party, thereby legitimizing
the process. In the visual analysis, the only image
shows a member of the terrorist organization PKK
throwing a weapon into a large cauldron. The in-
dividual’s face is not visible, only the shoulder and
waist areas are shown, which anonymizes the act
and underscores its symbolic nature.

s

Discussion and Conclusion

In this study, the discursive structures of news
texts produced by artificial intelligence and by pro-
fessional journalists were comparatively analyzed.
As a case study, the news items on Dipnot.tv, one
of the Tiirkiye-based Al-supported news sites, and
on Hiirriyet, Sozcii, and Yeni Safak, which have
different editorial policies, concerning the sym-
bolic disarmament ceremony of the terrorist organ-
ization PKK held on 11 July 2025 in the rural area
of Sulaymaniyah, Iraq, were examined under the
themes of “Official State Discourse,” “Opposition
Reactions,” and “Representation of Terrorist Ac-
tors,” by applying van Dijk’s Critical Discourse
Analysis method.

In the context of “Official State Discourse,”
Hiirriyet and Yeni Safak presented the disarma-
ment ceremony as a development aligned with the
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goals of the state and included the statements of
state actors. By contrast, on the examined front
page of Sozctii, content directly reflecting the state
discourse was not included, and the statements of
state actors were not reported. Dipnot.tv, on the
other hand, presented the official discourse in a de-
scriptive style with a neutral tone through short
quotations and predominantly passive structures.
The placement of official actors as “primary defin-
ers” in the headline/lead in journalistic texts shows
consistency with Bennett's indexing approach;
Sozcii’s failure to include official statements is in-
terpreted as a deliberate deviation from the index-
ing range (Bennett, 1990). It is observed that the re-
port on Dipnot.tv is also aligned with the indexing
approach in a similar manner to the reports in Hiir-
riyet and Yeni Safak, but that this alignment is es-
tablished not through rhetoric but through textual
organization. This situation overlaps with the ob-
servations that automated journalism relies on
“rigid templates/formal conformity” and produces
“human-like but generalized” narratives (Carlson,
2015).

Differences were also observed in the theme of
“Opposition Reactions.” While Yeni Safak and
Sozctii did not include the statements of opposition
actors on their front pages, Hiirriyet published a
short statement by Ozgiir Ozel, the leader of the
main opposition party. Dipnot.tv included the
views of more than one opposition party, but pre-
sented these views quite briefly. Supportive state-
ments (CHP, DEVA) were given in detail in the
headline and standfirst; critical statements (iYi
Party, Democrat Party) were shortened and placed
at the end of the text. This sequencing created dif-
ferences in visibility. In the journalist-written text
(Hiirriyet), the opposition voice is present but
short and in a lower position; in the Al text (Dip-
not.tv), more than one opposition voice is present,
but support comes first, while criticism appears
last. In the Al-written report, pushing the reactions
of opposition parties into the background -through
shortening and positioning, as in reports written
by human journalists- is associated with the frame-
work that the selection of data, template design,
and threshold/sequencing rules determine the
presentation at the interface and thus normatively
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shape the frame. Therefore, the layout and short-
ening preferences in the Dipnot.tv report can be in-
terpreted as the result of design-governance deci-
sions rather than a technical necessity. Therefore,
the algorithms that determine the frame of the re-
port published on Dipnot.tv render visible one di-
mension of the issue of neutrality, which is among
the most debated topics regarding Al news. In-
deed, Diakopoulos (2019, p. 19) states that algo-
rithms are not neutral and objective, and that they
consistently apply the values of developers and in-
stitutions through encoded rules.

In the theme of “Representation of Terrorist Ac-
tors,” lexical contrasts became more pronounced.
Sozcii described the PKK’s weapon-burning cere-
mony with strong terms such as “betrayal,”
“show,” and “theater.” By contrast, Hiirriyet and
Yeni Safak presented the same act as a positive de-
velopment within the “Terror-Free Tiirkiye” pro-
cess. Yeni Safak used the expression “terrorist or-
ganization” once in reference to the PKK; Hiirriyet
completely avoided this terminology. Dipnot.tv,
on the other hand, preferred the expression “PKK
fighters” and did not use the labels “organiza-
tion/terrorist.” This terminological choice distin-
guished Dipnot.tv from Sozcii and Yeni S$Safak,
which explicitly labeled PKK members as “terror-
ists.” Human-written texts produce value connota-
tions through lexis, whereas Al texts produce label
substitution. Therefore, the label choice observed
in the Dipnot.tv example should be read as the re-
sult of design and governance decisions rather
than a technical necessity.

In light of the general findings, it is understood
that traditional journalism exhibits more visible
and explicit ideological stances; whereas news pro-
duced by Al stands out with brevity, neutralized
syntax, and limited commentary. At the same time,
content sequencing and lexical choices in Al news
also construct meaning; it is observed that algorith-
mic production is not entirely independent of dis-
cursive frameworks. While professional journal-
ism often displays a tendency to polarize events
along state-centered or opposition-centered axes,
Al news presents the event in a more technical and
low-conflict manner. These findings show that ele-
ments such as event representation, word choice,

101



Discourse in AI-Generated and Journalist-Produced News:

A Comparative Analysis Based on the PKK’s Symbolic Disarmament Ceremony

narrative sequencing, and visual preferences con-
tribute to meaning construction in both human
journalism and Al production.

These findings open the way not only to discus-
sions concerning the discursive features of the an-
alyzed news texts but also to broader debates in the
context of media studies, journalistic ethics, and
democratic theory. Notwithstanding Habermas's
(1989) conceptualization of the media as a public
sphere in which different perspectives are made
visible and citizens can produce collective under-
standing through rational deliberation, when
Slevin's (2000, p. 76) observation that, due to com-
mercialization and state interventions, this re-
mains a “fantasy” in practice is taken into account,
itis understood that —as in traditional media jour-
nalism —the public sphere function in artificial in-
telligence journalism can likewise be weakened by
algorithmic and institutional choices through “ar-
tificial neutrality,” data/template selection, and se-
quencing-threshold decisions. In the Dipnot.tv
case, where content is produced without human
intervention, this “artificial neutrality” carries the
risk of weakening the media’s democratic-deliber-
ative capacity. Superficial, decontextualized, and
agent-effacing narratives narrow access to critical
information and constrain democratic decision-
making processes. Moreover, the algorithmic
structure is not independent of cultural and politi-
cal contexts; it can reproduce the social values and
power relations in which it is coded (Gillespie,
2014; Bucher, 2018). Therefore, the role of Al jour-
nalism should be evaluated not only by criteria of
technical efficiency and speed, but also in terms of
the quality of public discourse, journalistic ethics,
and the sustainability of democratic deliberation.

This study was conducted through Dipnot.tv, a
pioneering platform for Al journalism in Tiirkiye.
However, the fact that only a single Al-based plat-
form and a single event were examined limits the
direct generalization of the findings to the entirety
of “Al journalism.” Different algorithms, training
datasets, and editorial policies may produce differ-
ent outputs. Therefore, the results primarily carry
validity within the context of this platform and
event; for broader generalizations, future compar-
ative studies across various Al-based news pro-
duction examples are needed.
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