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Abstract

Migration is a significant sociological phenomenon that not only changes and transforms individuals' lifestyles,
lifestyles, and families, but also alters the structure and sociocultural fabric of cities that receive and originate
migrants. In migration, local governments play a crucial role in migrants' adaptation to urban life, their access to
public services, and social integration processes. In recent years, the relationship between migration and local
government has received increasing attention in academic literature. Given this growing academic interest, this
study aims to provide a comprehensive and up-to-date overview of migration and local government research. The
aim of this study is to present a bibliometric analysis of academic publications in the field of migration and local
government, revealing general trends, thematic distributions, and collaboration networks. A bibliometric analysis
was conducted using all data on migration and local government from Web of Science databases between 1991
and 2025 using the Biblioshiny function in the Bibliometrix R package. The analysis included publication counts,
most cited studies, leading authors and journals, institutions and countries, and keyword clusters.
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Oz

Gog, yalnizca bireylerin yasam tarzlarini, yagsam bigimlerini ve ailelerini degistirip doniistiirmekle kalmay1p, ayni
zamanda go¢ alan ve go¢ veren sehirlerin yapisini ve sosyokiiltiirel yapisint da degistiren 6nemli bir sosyolojik
olgudur. Gog siirecinde yerel yonetimler, gogmenlerin kentsel yasama uyum saglamalarinda, kamu hizmetlerine
erigimlerinde ve sosyal entegrasyon siire¢lerinde 6nemli bir rol oynamaktadir. Son yillarda, gé¢ ve yerel yonetim
arasindaki iliski akademik literatiirde giderek artan bir ilgi gérmektedir. Bu artan akademik ilgi géz Oniine
alindiginda, bu calisma goc ve yerel yonetim arastirmalarma kapsamli ve giincel bir genel bakis sunmay1
amagclamaktadir. Bu ¢aligmanin amaci, gé¢ ve yerel yonetim alanindaki akademik yayinlarin bibliyometrik bir
analizini sunarak genel egilimleri, tematik dagilimlar1 ve is birligi aglarini ortaya koymaktir. 1991-2025 yillart
arasinda Web of Science veri tabanlarinda yer alan go¢ ve yerel yonetimlere iligkin tiim veriler kullanilarak,
Bibliometrix R paketindeki Biblioshiny fonksiyonu kullanilarak bibliyometrik bir analiz gerceklestirilmistir.
Analiz, yayin sayilarini, en ¢ok atif alan galismalari, 6nde gelen yazar ve dergileri, kurumlari, {ilkeleri ve anahtar
kelime kiimelerini igermektedir.
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Introduction

Globalization, economic inequalities, political conflicts, and environmental crises have
significantly altered both the volume and structure of migration movements in recent decades
(Castles & Miller, 2009; i¢duygu, 2020). Migration is a multidimensional phenomenon that
transforms not only the lives of individuals and families but also the social, economic, and
cultural fabric of the cities to which migrants migrate (Penninx, Spencer, & van Hear, 2004).
Large cities and border regions, in particular, have become places where migrants from diverse
backgrounds are concentrated, where new social dynamics and multicultural interactions
emerge (Scholten & van Breugel, 2018). In this process, local governments play a central role
in the integration of migrants into urban life, their access to public services, and social cohesion
processes (Erdogan, 2017; Atac, Schiitze, & Wieser, 2016). Local governments, responsible for
meeting the city's common needs, have the capacity to develop flexible and innovative practices
that respond to the specific needs of their communities (Cetin & Erdogan, 2023). The approach
of local governments, particularly in key areas such as housing, education, healthcare, and
social services, directly impacts the integration of migrants into the city (Akgiindiiz & van den
Berg, 2020).

Local governments are increasingly assuming a pivotal role in the integration of
migrants and the management of migration. In situations where national migration policies
often face gridlock, local governments are able to develop flexible and innovative policies that
directly address the social and economic needs of migrants. For instance, Huang and Liu (2018)
examined the "Welcoming Cities" initiative in the United States, highlighting how local
governments adopt inclusive policies aimed at socially and economically integrating migrants.
These cities promote migrants' contributions to their communities, diverging from earlier
policies that focused on legal status or law enforcement. Furthermore, Jiménez and Vargas
Nufiez (2023) noted that the establishment of municipal Offices of Immigrant Affairs (OIAs)
generates a more positive public perception compared to local cooperation with federal
immigration enforcement, with such offices garnering broad support despite partisan
polarization.

The role of local governments in migration management extends beyond integration
policies to include critical areas such as the protection of migrants during disasters. Kobayashi
(2024) underscored the success of local government in Minoh City, Japan, in addressing the
evacuation and safety needs of international migrants following the 2018 Northern Osaka
earthquake. Through the Minoh Association for Global Awareness (MAFGA), the municipality
ensured effective communication and coordination with migrant communities during the crisis,
thereby safeguarding their security. Similarly, Cleave et al. (2023) demonstrated that cities in
Ontario, Canada, support migrant attraction and retention strategies through localized policies
that leverage local assets (such as existing migrant communities and economic opportunities)
to foster community development. These studies collectively highlight the central role of local
governments in the daily lives of migrants, offering both practical and symbolic contributions
to migration management.

With the intensification of Syrian migration in Turkey since 2011, the role of
municipalities in migration management has become even more visible (Icduygu & Millet,
2016; Erdogan, 2022). In cities such as Istanbul, Gaziantep, izmir, and Alanya, local
governments have developed innovative service models and participatory platforms for
migrants (Cetin & Erdogan, 2023).

The relationship between migration and local governments has received increasing
attention in the academic literature in recent years. Studies in this field focus on various themes,
such as migrants' access to services, social cohesion policies, the institutional capacity of local
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governments, and participatory governance models (Penninx et al., 2004; Scholten & van
Breugel, 2018). However, the general trends, prominent themes, and collaboration networks of
this literature have not yet been systematically analyzed.

This study aims to analyze academic publications in the field of migration and local
government using bibliometric methods to reveal the current state of the literature, development
trends, and research gaps. This will provide a comprehensive assessment that can guide both
the academic world, policymakers, and practitioners.

1. Conceptual Framework and Literature Review

In the 21st century, migration movements have rapidly increased worldwide due to
globalization, wars, climate change, and economic factors. It is estimated that by the end of
2024, approximately 123.2 million people worldwide were forcibly displaced due to reasons
such as persecution, conflict, violence, and human rights violations (UNCHR, 2025). Whether
internally displaced, legally displaced, or illegally displaced, migrants mostly settle in the cities
of their host countries and affect those cities in multiple ways. The cities and regions where
migrants settle play a significant role in reshaping the social fabric. In this process, local
governments have become key actors both in the integration of migrants into society and in the
effective provision of services (Ozgiizel, Cakir, & Cetintiirk, 2017). Migrants' access to basic
services such as housing, education, healthcare, and employment is directly related to the
policies and practices of local governments. Furthermore, migrants' social cohesion and social
participation are supported by strategies and projects developed at the local level. Therefore,
addressing migration and immigrants within the context of local governments is of great
importance for sustainable urban life and social integration (Cetintiirk et al., 2022, p. 61).

Migration, as a global phenomenon, is a complex process that manifests its impacts most
concretely at the local level, in addition to national policies. Critical issues such as immigrants'
integration into new societies, access to healthcare, educational opportunities, and participation
in economic life are largely shaped by the policies and practices of local governments. This
places local governments at the center of migration management and integration processes, thus
making them a significant focus for academic research. In this context, the relationship between
migration and local governments has become an increasingly interesting area of research in the
academic literature. Bibliometric analyses reveal publication trends, prominent themes, and
research gaps in this field, allowing us to better understand the role of local governments in
migration management and integration processes due to their centrality in the daily lives of
migrants (Giirsoy, 2024; Unlu & Gurer, 2022; Purnomo & Rofii, 2024). The centrality of local
governments in the daily lives of migrants increases the importance of research in this field,
both theoretically and practically. The bibliometric studies examined indicate a significant
increase in the number of publications on migration and migrants. This increase has accelerated,
particularly since the 2000s. For example, research on the concept of
refugee/immigrant/asylum-seeking students has increased rapidly since 2009 (Usta & Dogan,
2023). Similarly, publications on the intercultural adaptation of immigrants (Tang & Zhang,
2022) and studies on the relationship between migration, crime, and violence (Unlu & Gurer,
2022) have seen a significant increase in the last two decades. Global migration health research
has also seen significant growth between 2000 and 2016 (Sweileh et al., 2018). This increase is
interpreted as an indicator of the powerful impact of migration on health systems, medicine,
and science (Sweileh, 2018).

The migration and migrants literature has explored various issues such as health and
well-being (Khosa et al., 2019; Sweileh, 2024; Sweileh et al., 2018), integration and adaptation
(Djogbenou et al., 2024; Tang & Zhang, 2022), parenting and children (Guo, 2021), economic
activities and entrepreneurship (Wiers & Chabaud, 2022; Cruz & Falcao, 2022; Purnomo &
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Rofii, 2024), relationships between social and environmental interactions and crime and
violence (Unlu & Gurer, 2022), international cooperation (Khaldi & Prado-Gascd, 2021), the
sustainability link between smart cities and migration (Mouazen & Hernandez-Lara, 2021), the
interaction between migration and environmental degradation (Anuar et al., 2022) and policy
studies (Purnomo & Rofii, 2024; It covers interdisciplinary topics such as Djogbenou et al.,
2024).

The United States stands out among the countries that contribute most to migration
research (Usta & Dogan, 2023; Sweileh, 2024; Sweileh et al., 2018; Anuar et al., 2022). Canada,
Spain, the United Kingdom, & Germany are other countries with high publication productivity
in this field (Sweileh, 2018; Khaldi & Prado-Gascd, 2021). At the institutional level, institutions
such as the University of Toronto make significant contributions (Sweileh, 2024).

Bibliometric analyses conducted in the field generally utilize large scientific databases
such as Web of Science (WoS) & Scopus. Software such as VOSviewer, CiteSpace,
Bibliometrix, Microsoft Excel, and Harzing's Publish or Perish are widely used for data analysis
and visualization. Techniques such as citation analysis, co-citation analysis, co-author analysis,
co-word analysis, and structural topic modeling (STM) are effective tools for revealing the
structure, development, and conceptual relationships of research fields.

Bibliometric studies reviewed in the literature indicate a significant increase in the
number of publications on migration and immigrants. This increase has accelerated particularly
since the 2000s. In addition to the interdisciplinary studies outlined above, the literature
recommends greater inclusion of new keywords, such as the impact of digitalization on migrant
lives, climate change, and energy consumption, in the research agenda (Guo, 2021; Anuar et
al., 2022). The lack of a comprehensive bibliometric study on visa policies in the Scopus
database is also noted (Purnomo & Rofii, 2024).

In conclusion, research on migration and immigrants is a field that is constantly growing
and evolving in parallel with global dynamics. Bibliometric analyses are an invaluable tool for
understanding this rich and complex literature, identifying key trends, and providing a solid
foundation and roadmap for future research. With increasing global population mobility,
migration and immigrants have become a focal point of academic research. The scientific
literature in this field is systematically examined through bibliometric analyses, providing a
comprehensive view of research trends, emerging themes, and future directions.

2. Methodology

This study aims to systematically and quantitatively examine the academic literature
focusing on the impacts of globally increasing migration movements on local governments and
the role of local governments in this process. Understanding the complex interaction between
migration and local governments is crucial both for contributing to scientific knowledge and
for paving the way for evidence-based decision-making by policymakers. In this context,
bibliometric analysis offers a powerful methodological framework for mapping the structure,
development, key actors, and thematic trends of a particular research field (Khaldi & Prado-
Gasco, 2021).

Scientific progress, whether incremental or revolutionary, always builds on past
research. In this context, examining existing literature, critically evaluating it, and even
revisiting it, even if not entirely identically, plays a critical role in the scientific process.
Researchers not only follow previous studies but also generate new knowledge by analyzing,
evaluating, and synthesizing their findings (Y1lmaz, 2021). Content analysis stands out as a tool
for such synthesis and evaluation. Content analysis is an evaluation method that aims to
systematically identify the qualities of various materials or practices (Scriven, 1981). These
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analyses also serve as research syntheses; by disseminating the resulting knowledge, they play
a critical role in shaping the direction of future research, policy and practice, and even public
perception (Suri & Clarke, 2009).

In today's information-driven society, researchers often face challenges navigating the
vast resources available to support their careers. They often rely on bibliographic databases
when conducting literature searches or searching for potential publication venues. However,
they often overlook additional opportunities such as publishing, finding collaboration partners,
and exploring related topics. Bibliometrics, the field of publication analysis, uses a variety of
techniques to assess research trends, measure scientific impact, and discover funding and grant
opportunities that can help researchers expand beyond their needs.

Bibliometric analyses reveal trends, structures, and interactions within a specific
discipline or within science in general by examining scientific publications, citations, and
relationships between authors using statistical methods (Van Raan, 2005). These studies allow
for the identification of emerging research areas, key publications, influential actors (authors,
institutions, countries), and interdisciplinary interactions. By providing in-depth insights into
the structural dynamics and evolutionary processes of scientific knowledge, they pave the way
for identifying research gaps and developing new hypotheses (Giirsoy, 2025). In summary,
bibliometric studies provide an indispensable methodological framework for mapping the
current state of science, monitoring its development, predicting potential trends, and ultimately
accelerating scientific progress (Moed, 2005; Leydesdorff & Milovi¢, 2015). These analyses
contribute to a more transparent, efficient, and manageable scientific knowledge ecosystem,
laying the foundation for future scientific breakthroughs.

2.1. Purpose

Migration, as a global phenomenon, is a complex process that, with its multidisciplinary
nature, impacts not only national but also local policies. The topic of migration and local
governments has become an intense topic of discussion within the rapidly growing migration
literature, particularly after 2015. Whether in the social sciences, health sciences, or physical
sciences, scientific progress is always gradually built upon previous research. In this regard,
gaining in-depth knowledge of the studies conducted in the literature offers significant
contributions to researchers pursuing research on this topic.

In this context, the aim of this study is to examine academic publications in the field of
migration and local governments using bibliometric methods. To identify the current state of
the literature, development trends, researchers who have contributed to the literature, their
citation counts, and research gaps, thus providing a comprehensive assessment that can guide
both the academic world and researchers, as well as policymakers and practitioners.

2.2. Research Questions

The phenomenon of migration, which has a history as old as humanity itself, has shown
a great increase today with global warming, climate change, and civil wars. The phenomenon
of migration affects both the cities of origin and the destination cities from different
perspectives. In this context, academic studies examining the effects of migration on cities
began to be developed, especially after the 1990s, and the rapid growth of migration and local
government research has created a complex field that requires a comprehensive and holistic
understanding. In this context, our research addresses the need for a current and comprehensive
perspective by examining the development of studies in the field of migration and local
government from its inception to the present. The study presents a bibliographic analysis
spanning thirty-six years of academic research. In addition to this general objective, the research
also addresses the following sub-problems:
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e What is the current holistic, and general interpretation of migration and local
government research?

o What is the state of migration and local government research in terms of volume,
productivity, development trend, and citations?

e How can the collaboration networks and productivity of the researchers who conduct
migration and local government research be interpreted?

e How can the influence of leading researchers in migration and local government
research be evaluated?

o What are the pioneering studies in migration and local government research, and how
can they guide future researchers?

e In the field of migration and local government, how do researchers differ in terms of
their output, partnerships, and main areas of focus?

o What is the frequency of keywords in migration and local government research, and
what are the common research trends based on keyword analysis?

e According to thematic analysis of keywords in migration and local government
research, what are the emerging themes in the field?

e How can the clusters formed by the keywords in migration and local government
research be characterized?

2.3. Scope of Data and Data Analysis

Data source selection and data mining are considered crucial factors in terms of validity
and reliability of the study. The Web of Science (WoS) database, a recognized source of valid
academic data in bibliometric analysis research, is an important resource in terms of validity
and reliability (Durieux & Gevenois, 2010). With its long history, it is one of the most widely
used global platforms by researchers seeking to conduct bibliographic analysis (Birkle et al.,
2020).

Research data was obtained in this study on the theme of migration and local
governments by utilizing the WoS database. To ensure a comprehensive and holistic analysis,
no limitations were imposed on the database regarding data type, time period, or field of study.
During the data collection phase, the "Subject" section was first selected in the WoS and the
query was created by entering the word "immigration" in the subject section. A second query
line was then opened, and the word "local governments" was searched in the second line. A
total of 405 studies on migration and local governments were retrieved from the WoS on May
22,2025.

Limitations in Search Terminology: It should be noted as a limitation of this study that
the search phase was conducted using only the term "local governments" without including its
synonyms, such as "local authorities," "municipal governments," "municipalities," "local
administrations," or "local governance bodies." Incorporating these alternative terms could
have broadened the scope of the retrieved literature and potentially captured additional relevant
studies. This limitation may have impacted the comprehensiveness of the dataset and is
acknowledged as an area for improvement in future research.

To conduct an in-depth analysis of a large dataset, the bibliometric analysis method was
chosen for this study. This approach is known for providing a fast, effective, and efficient way
to derive meaningful inferences from large-scale datasets (Kurutkan & Orhan, 2018).
Bibliometric analysis has the capacity to reveal various indicators, such as publication volume,
productivity trends, research impact, authors' contributions, the role of countries, citation
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relationships, literature distribution, and overall link networks in the scientific field under study
(Thanuskodi & Venkatalakshmi, 2010). Thanks to the objective findings it provides, this
method allows for more comprehensive, valid, and reliable literature reviews (Wallin, 2005).

The Bibliometrix-Biblioshiny application, included in the R package, was used for
bibliographic data analysis. This software package and its interface are considered one of the
leading scientific mapping tools for bibliometric analysis techniques (Aria & Cuccurullo,
2017). Bibliometrix-Biblioshiny visualizes bibliographic data through interactive maps,
helping to effectively identify research trends, productivity patterns, author networks, and other
important insights (Ab Rashid et al., 2022). Tay (2022) notes that Biblioshiny is a powerful and
user-friendly bibliometric tool, particularly in the field of business and management research.
A comparative analysis by Moral-Muiioz et al. (2020) also concluded that Biblioshiny offers a
wide range of analytical options. Due to its current relevance and comprehensive functionality,
Biblioshiny was chosen for the analysis of this study's research data.

3. Results

3.1. General Findings

As part of the research, 407 academic documents published in the Web of Science
database on "migration and local government" were examined. The analyzed studies cover the
period from 1991 to 2025. This demonstrates that the topic of local government in the migration
literature has evolved over approximately 35 years.

Annual Growth Rate

8.29 %

Documents

294 407

Timespan Sources

1991:2025

Authors Authors of single-authored docs International Co-Authorship Co-Authors per Doc

119 20.15 % 2.9

1074

Author’s Keywords (DE)

1413

References Document Average Age Average citations per doc

21238 6.58 15.64

Graph 1. General Findings

The results reveal a growing academic interest in this field, with an average annual
growth rate of 8.29%. This growth in the literature indicates that migration and local
governments are increasingly being included on the research agenda in line with current social
and political developments. For example, Scholten and van Breugel (2018) emphasized that the
localization of migration policies has increased research interest.

The reviewed documents contained contributions from a total of 1074 different authors,
while the number of single-authored studies was 119. Each document had an average of 2.9
authors, demonstrating the prevalence of collaborative research in the literature. Furthermore,
20.15% of the publications were internationally co-authored, demonstrating that the field of
migration and local governments is open to international collaboration and has a global research
network (Penninx et al., 2004).

The studies included in the study cited a total of 21,238 references. Each document was
found to have received an average of 15.64 citations. This rate demonstrates the high visibility
and influence of studies in the field of migration and local government in the literature.
Similarly, Castles and Miller (2009) noted that migration research has a broad impact in the
literature due to its multidisciplinary nature.
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The analysis results revealed a total of 1,413 different keywords used. This diversity
demonstrates the field's thematic richness and multifaceted nature. The average age of the
documents was calculated as 6.58 years, indicating that the literature largely comprises recent
studies. Comparatively, the annual growth rate and average number of citations in the field of
migration and local government are quite high compared to many themes in the social sciences.
This, when considered alongside the fact that global migration movements have increased
significantly over the last quarter century (IOM, 2024), demonstrates that migration and local
government are gaining increasing importance at both academic and societal levels.

3.2. Publication Counts by Year

The graph 2 shows the change in the number of academic publications on the theme
"migration and local government" across different countries over the years. The horizontal axis
shows the years (1991-2022) and the vertical axis shows the number of articles; each country
is represented by a different color.
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Graph 2. Publication Count by Year

In studies on migration and local governments, which began in 1991, the number of
publications remained quite low until the 2010s. After 2010, global interest in the field of
migration and local governments increased, and the volume of publications grew almost
exponentially. According to the graph, the most significant increase occurred in China. China,
displayed with a yellow line in the graph, experienced a significant increase, especially after
2015, and the number of articles rose dramatically after 2020. By 2022, it had surpassed all
other countries, reaching over 300 articles. The USA, shown with a pink line, held the
leadership for many years and showed a steady increase. However, it has fallen to second place
with China's rapid rise in recent years. According to Graph 2, the UK comes in third after the
USA and China. There is a noticeable increase, especially after 2010. European countries such
as Germany, the Netherlands, and Italy have also increased the number of their publications in
the last 10 years, but such a rapid riseas seen in China and the USA, has not been observed.

3.3. Most Contributing Countries

The graph below shows the distribution of scientific publications in the "Migration and
Local Governments" field by country and the collaboration rates in these publications. The
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horizontal axis represents the number of documents (articles, studies, etc.), and the vertical axis
represents the countries. The pink color, MCP (Multiple Country Publications), shows joint
studies by authors from more than one country, while the turquoise color, SCP (Single Country
Publications), shows the proportion of studies conducted by authors from a single country.
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Graph 1. Most Productive Countries

According to Graph 1, China ranks first, and the USA ranks second in the list of
countries with the most publications in the field of migration and local governments. The United
Kingdom, Germany, Japan, and the Netherlands also have relatively high productivity. In
countries such as Turkey, Russia, India, Switzerland, Chile, Indonesia, and Norway, both the
total number of publications and the diversity of collaboration are relatively low. In countries
where single-country publications are dominant, research tends to be conducted more in a
national context, but the total volume is high. In countries such as China, the USA, Japan, and
Germany, single-country publications (SCP) are in the majority, and this research is
predominantly carried out by national teams.

However, in the ranking of "Multiple Country Publications", the USA ranks first. In
countries such as the United Kingdom, the Netherlands, Australia, and Sweden, the rate of
publications with international cooperation (MCP) is higher, and the rate in the UK and the
Netherlands is particularly noteworthy. From the perspective of academic and scientific
collaboration, it can be said that countries with international cooperation (high MCP rate) have
broader scientific networks and tend to produce collaborative responses to global problems.
Turkey ranks 14th in the list of countries with the most publications, specifically with 8 articles.
In conclusion, the table shows that the topic of migration and local governments is studied
intensively, especially in China and the USA, whereas in Europe, it is addressed more through
international cooperation. Migration being a global and multi-dimensional issue increases the
importance of sharing knowledge and experience among different countries.

3.4. Analysis of Inter-Country Scientific Collaboration

The phenomenon of migration affects both the city or country from which people
migrate, as well as the city or country to which they migrate. In this sense, studies conducted
with international cooperation on migration are very important, and can help us look at the
concept from different perspectives. Also, the inter-country collaboration map reveals which
country places greater emphasis on the research theme. The map below shows the collaboration
pairs in multinational studies on migration and local governments. The lines on the map become
thicker as the number of collaborations between country pairs increases.
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Map 1. Inter-Country Scientific Collaboration

According to the map, the most intense collaborations were established between China
and the USA, with a total of 15 studies. Indeed, when considering the number of studies, it is
clear that these two countries contribute to the literature with many more studies than other
countries. The USA and the UK are ranked second with 5 studies. China and the UK, UK-
Germany, USA-Australia, and USA-Canada collaborations are ranked third with 4 studies each.
The USA, the UK, China, and Germany are at the center of the collaboration network. The USA
collaborates with many countries (the UK, Australia, Canada, Colombia, Sweden, Germany,
Italy, Korea, Nepal, South Africa, Thailand, etc.). In this context, the collaboration network of
the USA, China, the UK, and Germany is extensive. Inter-country collaboration is also common
in European countries such as Germany, Sweden, the Netherlands, Italy, Spain, Poland, and
Austria; Mexico, Brazil, Colombia, Peru, India, and Japan also have various collaborations.
One of the collaborative studies conducted by researchers from Turkey was with Germany, and
the other was with Egypt. 3.5. Top 5 Journals with the Most Publications

3.5. Top 5 Journals with the Most Publications

Look at the ranking of journals publishing in the migration and local government
literature reveals that migration is a multidisciplinary theme. The table below lists the journals
that publish the most studies on migration and local government.

Table 1. Ranking of Journals with the Most Publications

Order Journal Name Article
Count

1 SUSTAINABILITY 12

2 JOURNAL OF ETHNIC AND MIGRATION STUDIES 9

3 CITIES; JOURNAL OF RURAL STUDIES 8

4 JOURNAL OF PUBLIC ECONOMICS; PLOS ONE 6

5 ETHNIC AND RACIAL STUDIES; HABITAT 5

INTERNATIONAL; LANDS

According to the table, the most prominent journals for studies on the theme of
migration and local governments are those that are highly multidisciplinary and internationally
recognized. A significant portion of the studies is concentrated in journals with themes of
migration, urbanization, public economics, and the environment. As can be seen, the journal
"Sustainability" has the most publications with 12 articles, "Journal Of Ethnic And Migration
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Studies" is in second place with 9 articles, and "Cities" and "Journal Of Rural Studies" are in
third place,,.

3.6. Top 10 Most Cited Sources, WoS Rankings and Journal Impact Factor (5
Years)

The Web of Science (WoS) ranking and Impact Factor of the journals and books in
which academics publish are important criteria for their careers The "Quartile" a journal is in
within the WoS, one of the most prestigious academic indexes worldwide, indicates the quality
and international recognition of that journal. The Impact Factor, on the other hand, measures
how frequently published articles are cited. A high Impact Factor indicates that the journal is a
leading and influential in its field. The table below presents the journals that have received the
most citations in the migration and local governments literature, along with their publication
counts, WoS ranking, and 5-year impact factor. These data reveal where the academic impact
of migration studies is concentrated from an interdisciplinary perspective.

Table 2. Top 10 Most Cited Sources, WoS Rankings and Journal Impact Factor (5 Years)

Journal
Impact
WoS Factor
Sira | Sources Articles | Ranking | (5 Years)
1 American Economic Review 208 Ql 16,6
2 Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies | 208 Ql 3.8
3 Journal of Rural Studies 183 Ql 6,1
4 Journal of Public Economics 180 Ql 5.9
5 Land Use Policy 176 Ql 6,9
6 Journal of Urban Economics 142 Ql 6,5
7 Journal of Political Economy 135 Ql 11
8 Habitat International 127 Ql 7,5
9 Urban Studies 125 Ql 5,2
10 | World Development 117 Ql 6,7

Table 2 systematically presents which journals are prominent in the field of migration
and local government and which subdisciplines receive the most academic attention. It serves
as a strategic guide for researchers regarding which journals to direct their work. As can be seen
from the table, all journals are in the Q1 category, indicating that studies in the field of migration
and local government have high academic standards. Economics-focused journals such as the
American Economic Review (16.6) and the Journal of Political Economy (11) stand out with
their high impact factors while focusing on the economic dimension of migration (16.6 and 11,
respectively). Journals such as the Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies and Urban Studies
take an interdisciplinary approach by addressing the sociological, urban, and political aspects
of migration. Journals such as Land Use Policy (6.9) and Habitat International (7.5) feature
studies examining the impact of migration on local governments and land use. The Journal of
Rural Studies (6.1) and World Development (6.7) highlight studies on rural migration and
development policies.

3.7. Most Productive Researchers

Bibliometric analysis is a method used in the quantitative evaluation of academic
research to measure productivity and citation performance, scientific impact of researchers and
institutions, and collaboration. Author productivity shows how many publications a researcher
has made within a specific timeframe. This is evidence of the researcher's continuous
contribution to the field. Citation counts measure how influential a study is and how frequently
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it is referenced by other researchers. A high citation count indicates that the study is a
pioneering one in the field. Table 3 shows the productivity (freq), total citations (TC), and
average citations per year (TCpY) of the most published researchers in the field of migration
and local governments.

Table 3. Most Productive Authors and Citation Counts

Author year |freq |TC |TCpY

LIUZ 2022 |4 28 7
WANG Y. 12024 |3 7 3,5
HUANG Y 2024 |2 19 9,5
LIUY 2022 |2 16 4

LIUY 2023 |2 14 4,667

According to Table 3, the most productive author is LIU Z. with 4 publications. The
researcher's total citation count is 28, and the average annual citation rate is 7.0. Based on the
table, Wang Y. is in second place with 3 studies, and Huang Y., and Liu Y. are in third place
with the same number of studies. Examining the average annual citation rates, HUANG Y. is
in the lead with a total of 19 citations and an annual citation rate of 9.5. This shows that the
author's works, have created a significant impact in a short time. However, it also shows that
the most productive author, Liu Z., has not achieved the same level of productivity in citations.

3.8. Top 10 Most Cited Researchers

For bibliometric research, knowing the most-cited researchers in the literature provides
critical data for making strategic decisions in the academic world. The most-cited researchers
are typically individuals who have produced groundbreaking work in their fields. Examining
the work of these researchers can serve as a guide for new research. Highly cited researchers
are ideal candidates for collaborating on international projects. Making contact with these
individuals can help expand an academic network. Young researchers, in particular, can
accelerate their careers by seeking mentorship from the most-cited names. Table 4 presents the
top 10 most-cited researchers in studies on migration and local governments, along with their
total citations and average annual citations.

Table 4. Top 10 Most Cited Researchers

Total TC per
Paper DOI Citations | Year
CHAN KW, 2008 10.1017/S0305741008000787 686 38,11
BRUECKNER JK, 2001 |10.17310/ntj.2001.2.02 277 11,08
ZHENG S, 2013 10.1257/jel.51.3.731 205 15,77
VARSANYI MW, 2008 |10.1080/00045600802223341 172 9,56
TITUS JG, 2009 10.1088/1748-9326/4/4/044008 107 6,29
LEE CK, 2013 10.1016/j.hal.2013.10.002 106 8,15
SORACE C, 2016 10.1080/00472336.2015.1115532 97 9,70
GRAU HR, 2007 10.1659/mrd.0906 94 4,95
VARSANYI MW, 2011 |10.1111/7.1468-2427.2010.00958.x 91 6,07
BEALE CL, 1998 10.1023/A:1005741302291 89 3,18
ZHENG H, 2014 10.1016/j.habitatint.2014.05.008 88 7,33

Table 4 shows the total number of citations (Total Citations) and the average number of
citations per year (TC per Year) for researchers who published during a specific period.
According to the table, CHAN KW is the clear leader with the highest total citations (TC) at
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686. The researcher's works, which have long been referenced in the field of migration and
local governments, have a significant impact. BRUECKNER JK is in second place with 277
citations, and ZHENG S. is in third place with 205 citations. Although the academic impact of
these two researchers is not as high as that of Chan KW, it is still important. When looking at
the highest annual citation (TC per Year) counts, CHAN KW. (38.11) and ZHENG S. (15.77)
show the highest performance, reflecting the currency of their work and how continuously they
are being referenced.

3.9. Visualization of Keyword Clusters in Immigration and Local Government
Research

Keyword clustering analysis provides valuable data regarding the fundamental themes
and research areas of studies in the literature. The analysis reveals a clear relationship between
keyword frequency and prominence in the field, with larger keyword sizes indicating a greater
research emphasis.
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Graph 2. Visualization of Keyword Clusters

Among the largest and most prominent words in the word cloud are "migration (55),"
"local government/s (49)," and "China (34). This finding is consistent with the titles identified
as "motor" and "fundamental" themes on the thematic map. "Migration" and "local
government" emerged as central and frequently encountered key concepts in the literature. The
prominence of the "China" theme, in particular, is consistent with the finding that the majority
of studies in the field of migration and local governments are conducted in China. Other notable
titles in the word cloud include "covid-19," "urbanization," "integration," "policy,"
"development," and "climate change." These concepts reflect the current dynamics and new
research trends of the field. Additionally, titles such as "integration," "multiculturalism,"
"mobility," "migrants," and "migration governance" show that migration is addressed not only
as a demographic mobility but also through its dimensions of social cohesion and governance.

3.10. Three-Field Analysis

Three-field analysis provides a multifaceted perspective in bibliometric research.
Visuals of this type in the graph below are used to illustrate the relationships between authors,
keywords, and themes in scientific publications. In the visual, AU represents the author, DE
represents the keyword, and AB_TM represents the theme that the full text focuses on. This
analysis provides insight into the HRM research areas in which the dominant authors specialize
and the key areas they choose.
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Graph 3. Three-Field Analysis

The three-field analysis visualized in Graphic 3 reveals the pioneering researchers,
current trends, and thematic foci of studies on migration and local governments, through text
mining. The left column contains the names of the researchers, the middle column contains the
keywords, and the right column contains the thematic focuses of the studies from text mining.
The number 693 in the visual represents the number of analyzed documents, that is, the sample
size. According to the graph, names such as Wang Y, Ambrosini M, Durmus E, Shen Y, and
Liu L appear as prominent researchers in migration and local government studies. When
evaluated in terms of keywords, keywords such as migration, local government, urbanization,
and policy indicate the primary focus of the studies. Current issues such as COVID-19 and
climate change reveal how migration studies intersect with global issues such as pandemics and
climate change. Terms such as "rural," "urban," "development," "immigration," "economic,"
and "local," frequently used in research, demonstrate that the economic dimension of migration
management is also addressed locally. Furthermore, as the graph demonstrates, studies in
migration and local government are intertwined with topics such as urbanization, policy, and
climate change, demonstrating the interdisciplinary nature of the field.

3.11. Thematic Map Analysis

Thematic map analysis is an important tool for researchers in bibliometric analysis,
allowing them to visualize popular topics, current research topics, and niche themes in the field.
Motor themes, located in the upper right quadrant of the graph, represent key focal points within
the field, with high centrality and density. Niche themes, located in the left column, represent
specialized or narrowly focused topics with high density but low centrality. Emerging or
Declining Themes represent emerging or declining themes, while basic themes represent
fundamental and broad topics with high centrality but low density. The findings obtained
through thematic map analysis indicate that the migration and local government literature is
shaped around motor themes, but that there is a need to deepen the core themes. On the other
hand, niche themes add diversity to the literature, while developing or declining themes herald
new research areas. This structure is similar to other thematic mappings in the field of social
sciences.
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Graph 4. Thematic Map Analysis

When Graph 4 is examined, the main axis of migration and local government studies is
comprised of concepts such as "immigration," "decentralization," "international migration,"
"local governance," "urbanization," and "multiculturalism." These concepts, which constitute
the driving themes, are not only frequently studied but also closely interconnected and
comprehensively addressed in the literature. The fundamental building blocks of the field in
Graph 4 are the headings "local government," "migration," and "China," located in the lower
right corner of the map. While these concepts hold a central position in the literature, they have
not yet been studied in depth or detail. The themes of "China" and "local government," in
particular, are considered to have further research potential in the coming period. The
significant increase in the number of studies conducted by China researchers in recent years
confirms this prediction. This suggests that fundamental concepts in the field of migration and
local government can be diversified with new subthemes, particularly with examples from
different countries. Niche themes such as "Australia," "communication," and "relationship,"
located in the upper left corner of the map, are topics that have been studied in depth within a
specific field but are not central to the general literature. These themes are more focused on
specific geographic regions or specific topics. For example, the theme "Australia" represents
the specific literature on immigration and local government policies in Australia. Themes such
as "economic growth," "immigration policy," and "intergovernmental transfers," located in the
lower left corner, are either emerging or losing prominence in the literature. The low centrality
and density of the theme "economic growth," in particular, indicates that this topic has not yet
been sufficiently explored in the immigration and local government literature. This points to
new research opportunities.

4. Conclusion and Evaluation

This study aimed to systematically and quantitatively examine the effects of increasing
global migration movements on local governments and the critical role of local governments in
this process. Seeking to fill the existing gap in the bibliometric literature on understanding the
complex interaction between migration and local governments, this research employed
bibliometric analysis to examine a large dataset in depth. The bibliographical data obtained
from the Web of Science (WoS) database and analyzed with the Bibliometrix-Biblioshiny
application revealed the general trends, key actors, and thematic developments of scientific
publications in this field.
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The analyses show a significant increase in publications in the field of migration studies,
especially since the 2000s. This upward trend is a reflection of the growing impact of migration
on global dynamics and local life. The study confirmed that the migration literature has a
multidisciplinary structure, encompassing topics such as health and well-being, integration and
adaptation, parenting and children, economic activities, crime and violence, international
cooperation, smart cities, and environmental interactions. This broad spectrum highlights the
complexity of the migration phenomenon and its research potential for different scientific
disciplines. Local governments play a central role in the integration of migrants into urban life,
facilitating access to basic services, and social adaptation processes. In the literature, innovative
practices and participatory platforms developed by local governments in areas such as housing,
education, health, and social services stand out as key elements that facilitate migrants'
adaptation to society. The central position of local governments in the daily lives of migrants
and their key role in migration management and integration processes constituted the focus of
this study. The findings obtained emphasize the decisive role that local governments play in
enabling the public to access fundamental services such as housing, education, health,
employment, and social cohesion. In this context, within the framework of the research
questions addressed in the study, elements such as the productivity trends of migration and local
government research, leading researchers and institutions, collaboration networks, citation
counts, and the thematic distribution of keywords were analyzed in detail. These analyses not
only identified pioneering studies in the field but also pointed to potential gaps and directions
for future research. Points such as the need for more inclusion of new keywords in the research
agenda (like the effects of digitalization on migrant lives, climate change, and energy
consumption), as well as the lack of comprehensive bibliometric studies on visa policies, offer
important clues for future research.

This bibliometric analysis provides valuable contributions to both the academic world
and to policymakers and practitioners. Academically, it offers a holistic map of the literature in
the field of migration and local governments, guiding researchers in understanding the current
state of the field, identifying research gaps, and developing new hypotheses. For policymakers
and practitioners, it provides a scientific foundation for developing more effective and
evidence-based strategies to support migrant integration at the local level. Such systematic
reviews focusing on the challenges and successful practices of local governments regarding
migration play a critical role in achieving the goals of sustainable urban life and social
integration.

In conclusion, this study has made a significant contribution to the body of knowledge
in the field by offering a comprehensive analysis of the relationship between migration and
local governments in the academic literature. It is evident that the field still has some
methodological and theoretical shortcomings especially in that interdisciplinary approaches and
practice-oriented research need to be increased. It is expected that future research will build
upon the foundation provided by this study, further delve into the role of local governments in
migration management and integration processes, and fill the research gaps identified. New
studies in this area will offer significant contributions to both theoretical knowledge and
practical solutions on the path to building sustainable and inclusive cities.

In the future, it is recommended that research in the field of migration and local
governments be enriched with new themes such as digitalization, sustainability, crisis
management, and social participation, and that the policies and practices of local governments
toward migrants be examined in a more in-depth and comparative manner. Furthermore, thanks
to the comprehensive perspective provided by bibliometric analyses, it is possible to contribute
to the development of more effective and innovative strategies for policymakers and
practitioners.
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