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Giris: Oral kanser, tiim kanserler arasinda gortilme siklig1 yiiksek olan bir kanser tiiriidiir.
Amac: Bu calismanin amaci lisans diizeyinde 6grenim goren stajyer dis hekimlerinin (dordiincii ve besinci simif
6grencilerinin) oral kanser hakkinda farkindaligini arastirmaktir.
Yontem: Bu ¢aligma i¢in daha 6nceki yapilan ¢aligmalardan yararlanilarak oral kanser ile ilgili toplam 20 sorudan
ve dort boliimden olusan bir anket hazirlandi. Birinci boliimde katilimer 6zelliklerine dair iki soru, ikinci boliimde
oral kanser risk faktorleri hakkinda sekiz soru, ligiincli boliimde oral kanseri tan1 prosediirleri hakkinda bes soru
ve dordiincii boliimde oral kansere kargt tutum ile ilgili bes soru bulunmaktaydi. Anket sorularmin ¢evrimigi
cevaplanabilmesi icin sorular internet ortamina aktarild1 ve ankete 6zel bir link olusturuldu. lgili link, katilimcilara
mesaj yoluyla gonderildi. Cevaplar dordiincii ve besinci sinif 6grencileri arasinda istatistiksel olarak karsilastirildi.
Bulgular: Bu ¢alismaya 42 (%57,5)’si dordiinct, 31 (%42,5)’1 besinci sinif olmak iizere toplam 73 6grenci katildi.
Katilimeilarin ¢gogunlugu oral kanserin risk faktorii olarak sigara (%98,6), insan papilloma viriis (HPV) (%91,7)
ve ailesel kanser gegmisini (%89,0) belirtmislerdir. Katilimcilarin cogunlugu oral kanserin en ¢ok goriilen tipinin
skuamoz hiicreli kanser (%87,7) oldugunu belirtmislerdir. Dordiincii sinif 6grencileri besinci sinif 6grencilerine
gore anlamli olarak HPV nin oral kanser risk faktorleri arasinda oldugunu bildirdi (p<0,05). Oral kansere kars1
tutum boliimiindeki bazi sorular (ag1z i¢i yumusak dokularin muayenesi yapma, lenf nodu muayenesi yapma) ile
ilgili olarak dordiincii ve besinci sinif 6grencileri arasinda istatistiksel olarak anlamli farklilik gériilmedi (p>0,05).
Sonug: Stajyer dis hekimlerinin oral kanser hakkindaki farkindalig1 anket sorularinin sorulmasi ile artirilmis olup
bu ¢aligma ile 6grencilerin oral kanser hakkinda bilgi diizeylerinin yeterliligi/eksikligi vurgulanmustir.
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* Bu ¢alisma, 21-22 Nisan 2025’te II. Ulusal Onkolojik Rehabilitasyon Kongresi’nde sozel bildiri olarak sunulmustur.
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AWARENESS OF TRAINEE DENTISTS ABOUT ORAL CANCER
ABSTRACT

Background: Oral cancer is a type of cancer with a high incidence among all cancers.

Aim: The aim of this study was to investigate the awareness of trainee dentists at undergraduate level (fourth- and
fifth-year students) about oral cancer.

Method: For this study, a survey consisting of a total of 20 questions and four sections on oral cancer was prepared
by utilizing previous studies. The first section included two questions about participant characteristics, the second
section included eight questions about oral cancer risk factors, the third section included five questions about oral
cancer diagnostic procedures and the fourth section included five questions about attitudes towards oral cancer.
For the survey questions to be answered online, the questions were transferred to the internet and a special link
was created for the survey. The link was sent to the participants via text message. The responses were statistically
compared between fourth and fifth grade students.

Results: A total of 73 students, 42 (57.5%) fourth- and 31 (42.5%) fifth-year students, participated in this study.
Most of the participants reported smoking (98.6%), human papillomavirus (HPV) (91.7%), and family history of
cancer (89.0%) as risk factors for oral cancer. Most of the participants stated that the most common type of oral
cancer was squamous cell carcinoma (87.7%). Fourth-year students reported that HPV was among the risk factors
for oral cancer significantly more than fifth grade students (p<0.05). There was no statistically significant
difference between the fourth- and fifth- year students regarding some of the questions in the attitude towards oral
cancer section (examining soft tissues in the mouth and examining lymph nodes) (p>0.05).

Conclusion: The oral cancer awareness of the trainee dentist was increased by asking survey questions and the
adequacy/deficiency of the students' knowledge about oral cancer was emphasized with this study.
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* This study was presented as an oral presentation at the 2nd National Oncological Rehabilitation Congress on 21-22 April 2025.
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