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The Role of Phonological and Morphological Structures in the Eloquence of the
Prophetic Words -A Study on ‘Kitab al-Tawhid’ in Sahih al-Bukhari-

Keywords Abstract

Hadith This study analyzes the eloquence of the Prophet Muhammad’s (PBUH) natural, fluent, and meaningful
o words through a scientific approach. Chosen by Allah as a messenger and surrounded by a heritage of
Arabic Language wisdom, the Prophet's expressions reached the highest level of rhetoric without any affectation or
Eloquence embellishment. The research aims to reveal the objective reasons behind this eloquence and focuses on the
Makhirij criteria established by classical scholars of rhetoric for an eloquent word. It is hypothesized that the

Sahih al-Bukhari

phonological and morphological structure of a word is the most crucial element that imparts fluidity,
elegance, and a pleasant harmony to the expressions. These criteria include the balanced length of the word
root, the harmony of sounds with the articulation points (makharij) of native Arabic speakers, and the
arrangement of words according to the most common forms in the usage of eloquent Arabs. In order to rely
on the highest degree of authenticity of the Hadiths, the chapter of “Kitab al-Tawhid” in Sahih al-Bukhari
was selected as the field of application. The words in the Hadiths of the relevant chapter were analyzed to
answer questions regarding the most frequently used roots, the morphological structures they belong to,
and the role of light and heavy diacritics in eloquence. Thus, the critical role of the phonological and
morphological structure of words in the eloquence of Hadiths has been demonstrated in detail.
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Extended Abstract

This academic study investigates the fundamental phonological (acoustic-phonetic) and
morphological (structural) foundations underlying the unparalleled eloquence (fasahah) observed
within the prophetic traditions (hadith). To establish the highest standard of text-critical reliability
and academic authenticity regarding the transmission of these traditions, the text of Sahih al-
Bukhari’'s chapter entitled “Kitab al-Tawhid” was selected as the exclusive empirical sample
environment. Premised upon the historical consensus among classical rhetoricians and grammarians,
this research operates on the axiom that eloquence is intrinsically an attribute of verbal utterances
(lafz) rather than abstract meanings. Consequently, for an individual word to be classified as eloquent,
it must remain entirely free from the phonetic dissonance of contiguous letters (tanafur al-hurdf),
semantic strangeness (gharabah), structural violations of established morphological analogies
(mukhalafat al-qiyas / shudhtdh), and conceptual complexity. While these critical parameters
remained bound to subjective aesthetic taste (al-dhawk al-salim) among literary critics for a long
historical duration, several prominent rhetoricians, pioneered by Ibn Sinan al-Khafadji, formulated
objective, verifiable criteria pertaining directly to the phonological and morphological structures of
words. These criteria primarily include the balanced length of the word root (djidzr), the physiological
distance between the points of articulation (makharidj) of sounds, the conformity of word formations
with the most frequent and eloquent Arabic paradigms, and the acoustic harmony of short vowels
(harakat) with consonantal features. Operating on the linguistic principle that the individual word
(kalimah) represents the fundamental building block of syntax (nazm), this study utilizes descriptive
and quantitative statistical methods to comprehensively analyze prophetic words regarding their

roots, paradigms, articulation points, and the role of short vowels in mitigating phonetic weight.

The study initially addresses the criterion of balanced root length. Classical rhetoricians
stipulate that the triliteral root (thulathi) is the lightest, most efficient, and most frequent
morphological structure within Arabic discourse. Statistical analysis conducted upon the 361
prophetic verbs within the selected sample validates this linguistic axiom: 252 verbs manifest in the
unaugmented triliteral form (thulathi mudjarrad), constituting more than double the combined total
of all augmented variations. Among the single-letter augmented paradigms, the af‘ala (J=) form
demonstrates absolute statistical dominance with 51 instances due to its structural lightness
compared to fa“ala (25 instances) and fa‘ala (8 instances). Two-letter augmented variations occur
merely 19 times, whereas the three-letter augmented istif‘ala paradigm appears only 6 times; non-

derived quadriliteral (ruba‘i) or quinqueliteral (khumasi) roots are completely absent from the
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sample. This distribution proves that the prophetic dialect instinctively rejects elongated

morphological structures.

Regarding the second criterion—the directional transition between points of articulation—the
study adopts al-Subki’s classification of tongue movements within triliteral words, which
encompasses twelve distinct matrices varying in eloquence and lightness. The phonetic analysis of 72
triliteral verbs reveals that 69.4% belong to the most eloquent and prevalent transitional models in
Arabic. Comparing these results with a parallel study of Qur'anic vocabulary demonstrates a
remarkable correlation, confirming that although the prophetic style does not attain the rank of
structural inimitability (i‘djaz), it exhibits an exceptional degree of precision and mathematical

equilibrium in its phonological and morphological architecture.

Thirdly, evaluating the harmony of articulation points and phonetic features within words
demonstrates that the prophetic vocabulary is entirely devoid of phonetic dissonance (tanafur), such
as the contiguous co-occurrence of letters like djim-sad, djim-qaf, or ‘ayn-ha, which rhetoricians
consider detrimental to eloquence. Conversely, numerous prophetic words consist of a calculated
succession moving from pharyngeal (halqi) to labial (shafahi) consonants, or vice versa, ensuring a
gradual and fluid acoustic transition that eases articulation and minimizes auditory weight. Fourthly,
the study examines the acoustic equilibrium of sound waves generated by short vowels. The weight
of a short vowel varies according to the phonetic features of the consonant it modifies. The dammah,
inherently categorized as the heaviest short vowel, loses its physiological weight when appearing on
thin, liquid (zalq), or labial (shafahi) consonants, whereas its weight intensifies when paired with
velarized/pharyngealized (itbaq) consonants. Examination of hundreds of words revealed no
instances violating these phonological matrices; the prophetic vocabulary predominantly utilizes
sequential light fathah vowels, while dammah and kasrah vowels are strategically restricted to
consonants that mitigate their weight. Furthermore, the targeted deployment of unvoweled
consonants (sukiin) structurally divides elongated words into comfortable acoustic syllables,

optimizing pronunciation ease.

In conclusion, the findings of this empirical study demonstrate that the extraordinary
eloquence characterizing the prophetic word is not merely an impressionistic matter of subjective
aesthetic taste; rather, it is a quantifiable, objective linguistic reality that is fully susceptible to
systematic measurement and structural analysis. The emerging statistical data and comparative
analyses rigorously prove that the speech of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) operates in absolute
harmony with the most efficient phonetic and morphological laws established within the natural
disposition of the Arabic language. Collectively, these results confirm that the Prophet (PBUH) was

uniquely endowed with an unparalleled lightness of utterance, a majestic structural robustness of
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composition, and a supreme beauty of clarification (djawami‘ al-kalim). By virtue of these divine
endowments, he delivered the universal message of his Lord in a pristine, manifest Arabic tongue
(lisan ‘arabi mubin). This discourse instantly captivates the audition of the listener, penetrates
directly into human intellect and understanding, and exerts a profound, transformative influence
upon human souls. Ultimately, the study demonstrates that these transcendent rhetorical
characteristics could not have been achieved without the absolute purity of the internal phonological
structure, the flawless integrity of morphological composition, and the exquisite agility of verbal
rhythm.with macro-level syntactic theories (nazm) to unlock a holistic understanding of Prophetic

rhetoric.
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Genisletilmis Ozet

Bu akademik calisma, Hz. Peygamber’in (s.a.v.) miibarek sdzlerindeki (hadis-i seriflerdeki)
tistiin fesahatin ardinda yatan temel ses (fonetik) ve morfolojik (bigim bilgisi) esaslar1 kapsamli bir
sekilde incelemeyi amaclamaktadir. Arastirmanin uygulama alani ve 6rneklemi, nebevi ifadelere
aidiyeti, aktarim zinciri ve sthhati islam diinyasinda en yiiksek derecede giivenilir kabul edilen kaynak
olan Sahih-i Buhari’nin “Kitabii’t-Tevhid” bolimiinden segilmistir. Calisma, klasik dénem belagat
alimlerinin ve dil bilimcilerinin ortak kabuliinden hareket eder: Fesahat, soyut manalardan ziyade
somut lafizlarin ve seslerin bir sifatidir. Bu baglamda fasih bir kelimenin, harflerin tenéfiiriinden
(telaffuz zorlugu ve uyumsuzlugu), garabetten (yadirganma ve az kullanilma), sarf kurallarina yani
kiyasa aykirihktan (sliziz) ve anlamsal karmasikliktan tamamen uzak olmasi kurumsal bir
zorunluluktur. Edebiyat elestirmenleri nezdinde uzun bir dénem boyunca yalnizca 6znel bir "zevk-1
sellm" unsuru olarak degerlendirilen bu kurallar, basta ibn Sinin el-HafAcl olmak iizere klasik
dénemin zirve belagatcilari tarafindan nesnel, Slgiilebilir ses ve bicimsel kriterlere doniistiiriilmiistiir.
Bu objektif kriterlerin en basinda; kelime kékiiniin (cezir) uzunlugunun dengeli olmasi, harflerin
mahregleri (ses ¢ikis noktalari) arasindaki anatomik mesafe, kelime yapisinin Arap dilindeki en yaygin
ve islek kaliplara uygunlugu ve harekelerin harf sifatlariyla akustik uyumu gelmektedir. Kelimenin,
genel soz diziminin (nazim) en temel yap1 tasi ve kurucu birimi oldugu ilkesini benimseyen bu
calismada, nebevi kelimelerin kdkleri, siilast ve mezid kaliplari, harf mahregleri ve harekelerin fonetik

hafiflik-agirlik tizerindeki rolleri hem tasviri hem de istatistiksel yontemlerle tahlil edilmistir.

ilk olarak kelime kokiiniin uzunlugu kriteri morfolojik agidan ele alinmistir. Arap dil
bilimcilerine gére ti¢ harfli kokler (stilasi) dili en az yoran, en hafif ve en yaygin yapilardir.
Orneklemde yer alan 361 nebevi fiil iizerinde yapilan istatistiksel analizler bu dil bilimsel kurali kesin
olarak dogrulamaktadir: Toplam 361 fiilden 252’si “Siilas Miicerred” (yalin ti¢ harfli) formundadir ve
bu say1 metindeki diger tiim mezid kaliplarin toplaminin iki katindan fazladir. Bir harf ziyadeli fiiller
arasinda ise, telaffuz hafifligi ve ses estetigi sebebiyle “ef‘ale” (J=8) kalibi (51 fiil), seddeli harf agirhg
barindiran “fa‘ale” (25 fiil) ve med harfi uzatmasi iceren “fa‘ale” (8 fiil) kaliplarina kiyasla agik ara en
yliksek oranda tercih edilmistir. iki harf ziyadeli kaliplar metinde sadece 19 kez, ii¢ harf ziyadeli
“istif'al” kalib1 ise yalnizca 6 kez kendine yer bulabilmistir; asli dort (rubai) veya bes (humas?) harfli
olan koklere ise drneklemde hig rastlanmamistir. Bu durum, nebevi dilin uzun kelime yapilarindan

kacindigini gosterir.
ikinci olarak, kelime i¢i mahreg gecis yonii kriterinde es-Subki’nin {i¢ harfli kelimelerdeki dil
hareketlerine dair gelistirdigi on iki ydnlii fonetik tasnif esas alinmustir. incelenen siilas? fiillerden

%69,4'liniin Arapgadaki en fasih, akici ve telaffuzu en kolay gecis kaliplarina ait oldugu tespit
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edilmistir. Bu veriler, Kur'an kelimeleri iizerine yapilan paralel calismalarin sonuglariyla
karsilastirildiginda biiyiik bir yapisal benzerlik gostermistir. Bu durum, nebevi tslubun i'caz
mertebesine ulasmasa bile ses ve morfolojik yapisinda muazzam bir matematiksel denge

barindirdigini kanitlar.

Uglincii kriter olan ses mahrecleri ve sifatlarinin kelime icindeki uyumu incelendiginde,
hadislerin; belagat¢ilarin fesahati zedeledigini kabul ettigi harf kombinasyonlarindan (6rnegin cim-
sad, cim-kaf, ayn-ha birliktelikleri gibi tenifiir iceren yapilardan) tamamen arindigi goriilmiistiir.
Aksine kelimelerin, bogaz (halk) harflerinden dudak (sefe) harflerine veya tersi yonde, konusma
organlarini yormayacak fitri ve kademeli bir akisla tasarlandig1 belirlenmistir. Dérdiincii kriter olarak
harekelerin olusturdugu ses dalgasinin dengesi incelenmistir. Harekelerin agirlik derecesi, tizerinde
bulunduklari harfin sifatina gére degisir. En agir hareke olan damme, zelgl (akici) ve sifaht (dudaksi)
gibi ince sifath harfler tizerinde hafiflerken, itbak (kalinlik) harfleriyle birlestiginde agirhig: artar.
Hadislerdeki kelimelerin incelenmesi sonucunda, bu fonetik dengenin disina ¢ikan tek bir nebevi
kelimeye rastlanmamistir; kelimelerin ekseriyetle hafif fethalarla 6riildiigii, damme ve kesrelerin ise
yalnizca kendilerini hafifleten harflerle kullanildigi gériilmiistiir. Ayrica siikunlarin (cezm) uzun

kelimeleri rahat hecelere bélerek telaffuz kolaylig sagladigi kanitlanmistir,

Arastirma sonucunda elde edilen tiim bu veriler ve istatistiksel bulgular, Hz. Peygamber’in
(s.a.v.) sozlerindeki fesahatin yalnizca soyut, siibjektif veya izlenimci bir zevk meselesi olmadigin;
aksine nesnel olarak dlciilebilen, tahlil edilebilen ve dogrulanabilen somut bir dil bilimsel gerceklik
oldugunu acik¢a ortaya koymustur. Gergeklestirilen istatistiksel analizler ve mukayeseli
degerlendirmeler, Allah Res{lii'niin (s.a.v.) miibarek kelaminin, Arap toplumunun fitri olarak ortaya
koydugu ve dil bilimcilerin sistemlestirdigi en ideal fonetik ve morfolojik kurallarla tam bir uyum
icinde akip gittigini berrak bir surette ispatlamistir. Tiim bu neticeler muvacehesinde biitiinciil bir
degerlendirme yapildiginda, Hz. Peygamber’e (s.a.v.) lafizlarin en hafifi, terkiplerin en giigliisii, en
saglami ve beyanin en giizeli olan “cevamiu’l-kelim” 6zelliginin bahsedildigi goriilmektedir. Bu ilahi
liituf sayesinde O, Yiice Rabbinin evrensel mesajini, muhataplarinca isitildigi anda kulaklari cezbeden,
akillara ve fehmedilmesi gereken idraklere dogrudan niifuz eden, kalplerde ve nefislerde derin izler
birakan apagik bir Arapca (lisdn-1 arabi miibin) ile teblig etmistir. Stiphe yoktur ki hadislerdeki bu
yiiksek edebi ve retorik nitelikler, ancak kelimelerdeki ses yapisinin (fonetik) mutlak safiyeti,

morfolojik birlesimin kusursuzlugu ve lafzi ritmin essiz zarafetiyle miimkiin kilinmastir.
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