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Kur’an’da Ceza,
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Kur’an-1 Kerim’de toplu cezalandirma bigimlerinin ilahi ve beseri olmak lizere iki temel kategoride ele alindig1 bu
calisma, ceza kavraminin tanimiyla baslayarak toplu cezalandirma olgusunu Kur’an baglaminda teorik ve pratik
diizeyde tartismaktadir. Arastirma, ilahi cezalarin peygamber gonderilen kavimlerin inkar1 sonucu tabiat olaylari
veya tabiat dis1 yollarla gerceklestigini; beseri cezalarin ise zalim ydneticiler tarafindan uygulanan yakma, siirgiin
ve oldirme gibi yontemlerle ortaya koymaktadir. Kavramin tanimi etrafindaki ihtilaflar, cezalandirmanin
mesruiyeti ve su¢ sayllmasi baglaminda degerlendirilmis; Gazze ornegi lizerinden giincel Kkitlesel siddet ile
Kur’an’daki helak anlatilar1 arasindaki niteliksel farklar analiz edilmistir. Calismada kavramsal ¢oziimleme ve
karsilastirmali Kur’an analizi yontemleri kullanilmis; ayetlerin baglami iizerinden siddet olgusuna iligkin elestiriler
degerlendirilmistir. Sonug olarak ildhi cezalarin ilahf adalet ve uyari islevi tasidig), beseri cezalarin ise cogunlukla
zulim ve gili¢ gosterisi oldugu tespit edilmistir. Bu ¢alismanin benzerlerinden ayrilan temel yoni, yalnizca
Kur’an’da helak edilen kavimlere uygulanan ilahi cezalandirma bigimlerini ele almakla sinirli kalmamasi; ayni

Gayri ilahi zamanda arastirmacinin “ilah olmayan ceza” olarak tanimladig1 karsit cezalandirma tiirtinii de inceleyerek, her iki
cezalandirma. bicimi megsruiyet zemini ve insanlik lizerindeki etkileri agisindan karsilastirmali bir analizle degerlendirmesidir.
Collective Punishment in the Qur’'an:
An Examination of Its Definition, Legal Status, and Typology
Article Info Abstract
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primary classifications: divine punishment and human (non-divine) punishment. The study commences with a
conceptual definition of punishment, followed by an examination of the phenomenon of collective punishment
within the framework of the Qur’an. The research identifies divine punishments as responses to the denial of
prophets by their communities, manifested through natural disasters or supernatural means. In contrast, human
punishments are inflicted by tyrannical rulers through methods such as burning, exile, killing, and humiliation.
Disputes surrounding the definition of collective punishment are evaluated in terms of its legitimacy and criminal
classification. The study further analyzes the qualitative differences between Qur’anic narratives of destruction
and contemporary instances of mass violence, such as the events in Gaza. Utilizing a comparative approach and
conceptual analysis, the study interrogates critiques of violent content in Qur’anic verses. The findings indicate
that divine punishments are manifestations of divine justice and warning, while human punishments frequently
reflect oppression and abuse of power. The distinguishing characteristic of this study is its dual focus: firstly, on
divine punishments of destroyed nations in the Qur’an, and secondly, on the researcher’s proposed category of
“non-divine punishment,”. The study offers a comparative analysis of both forms in terms of legitimacy and their
impact on humanity.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction: In the context of the genocidal war and collective punishment perpetrated
by the occupying entity against Gaza, inquiries emerge concerning the existence of any mention
of collective punishment in the Qur’an and its rationales. This study examines the conceptof
gisas in the context of Islamic law, exploring its presence in the Qur’an, and legal implications
it entails. The study methodically defines the term, reviews existing scholarly opinions and
disagreements, and analyzes relevant Qur'anic verses. The analysis categorizes these verses
according to their type, cause, and agents, offering a comprehensive examination of the
concept's implications within the legal framework of Islamic jurisprudence.

Method: The methodology employed a combination of descriptive, inductive, and analytical
approaches. The topic was scientifically defined, opinions were surveyed and compared, and Qur’anic
verses were categorized and analyzed. This approach facilitated the formulation of systematic
conclusions that were substantiated by evidence.

Findings: The extant research indicates that the majority of legal scholars consider collective
punishment to be a crime because it affects both guilty and innocent individuals. However, there are
scholars who allow it under limited circumstances. However, both groups concur that accountability is
warranted when collective involvement in a particular crime is substantiated. The concept of collective
punishment elucidated in the Qur'an in two distinct contexts: those of a divine and non-divine nature.
Examples of such rhetoric can be found in verses depicting the destruction of nations or the actions of
tyrants against their opponents. The concept of divine retribution, as outlined in the scriptures, involves
the execution of this punishment through natural disasters such as earthquakes, floods, and droughts,
or through the use of fear, deprivation, and warfare. This phenomenon can be interpreted as a
manifestation of divine justice and a form of moral correction for communities that persist in deleterious
behaviors despite repeated warnings. Non-divine retribution constitutes a transgression against divine
edicts, encompassing acts such as Kkilling, burning, or expelling believers. Such actions are widely
regarded as both unjust and contrary to divine law.

Discussion: Punishment is an integral component of both law and social order; however, it must
be administered in a manner that is both equitable and exclusively directed towards those who have
demonstrated a transgressory behavior. The prevailing scholarly consensus on the concept of collective
punishment is ambivalent, with the majority of scholars criminalizing the practice, a proportion of
scholars, following the tenets of divine authority, accept it. These positions do not necessarily conflict,
as they address different perspectives: justification typically refers to divine punishment executed
naturally, while rejection concerns human actions against others, where consensus condemns such
punishment. According to the most recent research, Qur’anic passages that are frequently classified as
“collective punishment” portray confrontations between opposing sides. The concept of divine
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retribution is often associated with the violation of divine commands, whereas non-divine retribution
is frequently linked to tyrannical and aggressive behavior. The evaluation of legitimacy necessitates a
comparative analysis of both types, a thorough elucidation of their underlying causes and objectives,
and an assessment of outcomes in accordance with Qur'anic tenets of justice and mercy.

Conclusion: The objective of punishment is not retribution, but rather reform and discipline. It is
ethically and morally reprehensible to impose the consequences of the actions of the guilty upon the
innocent. Collective punishment, which can result in harm to both parties involved, is frequently
perceived as a form of arbitrary punishment or genocide. While certain groups may offer a justification
for this practice within specific contexts, it is largely denounced by religious and legal authorities. This
practice has been classified as a war crime by international courts, with the ongoing 2023 Gaza war
serving as a tragic contemporary example. The Qur’anic accounts of destroyed nations give rise to
inquiries regarding the concept of collective punishment. This study addressed the issue in question by
means of a comprehensive exploration, thereby offering a clearer conceptual understanding, addressing
scholarly disagreements, and establishing a novel categorization of Qur’anic references into divine and
non-divine types. Examples were provided for each type, and these were analyzed for causes and
implications. This analysis formed a foundation for future research.

Recommendation: The researcher posits that the study of collective punishment in the Qur'an
should be expanded, with a particular focus on the distinction between divine and non-divine types. A
comparative analysis of these categories can facilitate the delineation of their boundaries, the
identification of their causes, the determination of their goals, and the assessment of their social effects.
These efforts can assess the legitimacy of each form and dispel claims that the Qur’an promotes violence,
revealing instead that divine punishment is rooted in justice, not aggression.

Keywords: Tafsir, Divine Chastisement, Divine Punishment in the Qur’an, Collective Punishment,
Non-divine collective punishment.
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