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Wagqf in Mali: Past, Present, and Challenges

Abstract

This research aims to study the reality of endowments (waqf) in Mali by analyzing their historical development,
monitoring their current status, exploring the main challenges they face, and proposing practical solutions. The
wagqf represents one of the most important economic and social tools in Islamic civilization, having historically
contributed to supporting education, providing healthcare, and promoting social solidarity. The research relied on
the historical methodology to trace the evolution of endowments in Mali since the entry of Islam into the region,
in addition to the descriptive-analytical methodology to study the current situation and problems of endowments.

The research concluded that Mali has known the wagf system since the Middle Ages, especially during the flourishing
period of the Mali Empire under Mansa Musa, and continuing through the Songhai Empire, where endowments
played a role in supporting religious, educational, and charitable institutions. The results showed that endowments
in Mali are currently limited and unorganized, mostly focused on funding mosques and some charitable projects,
while suffering from the absence of a clear legal framework, weak administration, low community awareness of their
importance, and the lack of a specialized central body for their management. The research also revealed that endow-
ments have a great economic and social role that can contribute to financing education, improving health services,
supporting the poor, and contributing to local development if properly organized.

In light of these findings, the research proposes a set of solutions, most notably: establishing a comprehensive
legal framework to regulate endowments in Mali, creating a central national authority to manage and supervise
endowments, developing endowment investment mechanisms to achieve financial sustainability, and enhancing
community awareness of the importance of endowments and their role in development through awareness cam-
paigns and training programs. Thus, this research contributes to filling a knowledge gap regarding the endowment
sector in Mali.

Keywords: Wagqf, Mali, Historical development, Challenges.

JEL Classification: Z12, H41, O15
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Mali'de Vakiflar: Ge¢mis, Giiniimiiz ve Zorluklar
Oz
Bu aragtirma, Mali'deki vakiflarin gercekligini tarihsel gelisimini analiz ederek, mevcut durumlarini gozlemleyerek,
karsilastiklar1 temel zorluklar kesfederek ve pratik ¢oziimler énererek incelemeyi amag¢lamaktadir. Vakif, slam
medeniyetinde en 6nemli ekonomik ve sosyal araglardan birini temsil etmekte olup, tarihsel olarak egitimi des-
teklemeye, saglik hizmeti sunmaya ve sosyal dayanismay tesvik etmeye katkida bulunmustur. Arastirma, Islam'in

bolgeye girmesinden bu yana Malideki vakiflarin gelisimini takip etmek i¢in tarihsel metodolojiye ve vakiflarin
mevcut durumu ile sorunlarini incelemek i¢in tanimlayici-analitik metodolojiye dayanmusgtir.

Aragtirma, Mali'nin Orta Cag’lardan beri, 6zellikle Mansa Musa déneminde Mali imparatorlugunun gelistigi do-
nemde ve Songhay Imparatorlugu boyunca vakif sistemini tanidig ve vakiflarin dini, egitim ve hayir kurumlarini
desteklemede rol oynadigi sonucuna varmugtir. Sonuglar, Mali'deki vakiflarin halihazirda sinirh ve diizensiz oldu-
gunu, cogunlukla camilerin ve bazi hayir projelerinin finansmanina odaklandigini, ancak agik bir yasal cercevenin
olmamasi, zayif yonetim, toplumsal farkindaligin digtik olmasi ve yonetimlerinden sorumlu ¢zel bir merkezi kuru-
mun bulunmamas: gibi sorunlardan muzdarip oldugunu géstermisgtir. Aragtirma ayrica, dogru bir sekilde organize
edilirse, vakiflarin egitimi finanse etmeye, saghk hizmetlerini iyilegtirmeye, fakirleri desteklemeye ve yerel kalkin-
maya katkida bulunabilecek biiyiik bir ekonomik ve sosyal role sahip oldugunu ortaya koymustur.

Bu bulgular 1s1ginda aragtirma, bagta sunlar olmak tizere bir dizi ¢éziim énermektedir: Mali'deki vakiflar1 diizenle-
yecek kapsamli bir yasal cerceve olugturmak, vakiflari yénetecek ve denetleyecek merkezi bir ulusal otorite kurmak,
finansal stirdurtlebilirligi saglamak i¢in vakif yatirim mekanizmalarin gelistirmek ve farkindalik kampanyalar1 ve
egitim programlar araciligiyla toplumun vakiflarin énemine ve kalkinmadaki roline dair farkindaligini artirmak.
Béylece, bu aragtirma Mali'deki vakaf sektért hakkindaki bilgi boglugunu doldurmaya katkida bulunmaktadur.

Anahtar Kelimeler: : Vakif, Mali, Tarihsel gelisim, Zorluklar.

JEL Siniflandirmasi: 212, H41, O15
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