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Museum Activities and the Book: The Experience of Azerbaijan and the

World

Abstract

In the modern era, museums perform not only preservation and exhibition functions but also serve as
centers of research, education, and cultural enlightenment. This study examines the role of books in museum
activities from historical and contemporary perspectives. It explores the development of book collections in
Azerbaijani museums and the preservation and display of rare and historical works. The research highlights
the educational, scientific, and digital functions of books, comparing local practices with international
experience. Current challenges such as conservation gaps, limited digitization, and insufficient educational
initiatives are analyzed, and practical recommendations are proposed. Comparative analysis reveals that
Azerbaijani museums can enhance accessibility and align their book-related activities with global
standards. The study contributes to strengthening the scientific and methodological foundations of book
activities in Azerbaijan’s museum system and supports their modernization within the framework of
international cultural and educational practices.
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Miize Faaliyetleri ve Kitap Iliskisi: Azerbaycan ve Diinya Deneyimi
Uzerine Bir Inceleme
0z
Giintimiizde miizeler yalnizca koruma ve sergileme islevierini yerine getirmekle kalmayp, aym
zamanda arastirma, egitim ve kiiltiirel aydinlanma merkezleri olarak da hizmet vermektedir. Bu ¢alisma,
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kitaplarin miize faaliyetlerindeki roliinii tarihsel ve ¢agdas perspektiflerden incelemektedir. Arastirmada,
Azerbaycan miizelerinde kitap koleksiyonlarimin gelisimi ile nadir ve tarihi eserlerin korunmasi ve
sergilenmesi ele alimnustir. Calisma, kitaplarin egitimsel, bilimsel ve dijital islevierini vurgulamakta; yerel
uygulamalart uluslararast deneyimlerle karsilastirmaktadir. Koruma eksiklikleri, simirli dijitallesme ve
yetersiz egitim girisimleri gibi mevcut sorunlar analiz edilerek uygulanabilir oneriler sunulmustur.
Karsilastirmali analiz, Azerbaycan miizelerinin kitapla ilgili faaliyetlerinde erisilebilirligi artirarak bu
calismalart kiiresel standartlarla wyumlu hdle getirebilecegini ortaya koymaktadir. Arastirma, Azerbaycan
miize sisteminde kitap faaliyetlerinin bilimsel ve metodolojik temellerinin gii¢lendirilmesine katkida
bulunmakta ve bunlarin uluslararasi kiiltiirel ve egitsel uygulamalar ¢ergevesinde modernlesmesini
desteklemektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Miize Faaliyetleri, Kitaplar, Kiiltiirel Miras, Azerbaycan Miizeleri, Dijitallesme

Introduction

Museums are recognized as significant social institutions for the preservation, promotion,
and education of human culture, history, and science. In the contemporary era, museum activities
are not limited solely to the exhibition of artifacts; they also function as sources of information and
knowledge, implementing a wide range of scientific-research, educational, and -cultural
enlightenment programs. In this context, books hold particular importance within the museum
activity system. Books enrich the informational foundation of museums with their scientific and
artistic content, as well as their historical and cultural value, thereby enhancing visitors’ knowledge
and understanding. The interaction between museums and books is of interest from both historical
and functional perspectives. Historically, the collection, preservation, and exhibition of books
within museums have evolved over centuries and were especially expanded in the twentieth century
through scientific and technological advancements. Functionally, books play a central role in the
implementation of museums’ educational, cultural, and research functions.

Existing research indicates that the role of books within museum activities is not merely
informative; they are also employed to preserve cultural heritage, facilitate scientific research, and
support public enlightenment. However, both globally and in Azerbaijan, certain challenges persist
regarding the functioning of museum libraries. These challenges include the preservation of book
collections, digitization and the application of electronic resources, as well as ensuring accessibility
of information for visitors and researchers. Therefore, the aim of this article is to examine the
functions, historical development, contemporary challenges, and international practices related to
books within the museum activity system, while identifying prospects for the development of book-

related activities in the Azerbaijani museum system.
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1. Definition and Functions of the Book

Throughout history, the book has served as a medium for the preservation and transmission
of human knowledge, culture, and scientific achievements. According to academic literature, a
book is not merely a written or printed material but also a cultural artifact with socio-cultural
functions.

The primary functions of the book include:

*Scientific and Educational Function: The book serves as a fundamental source for
teaching and conducting research in various fields of knowledge (Bakhareva, 2019).

*Cultural and Historical Function: Books play a crucial role in preserving cultural heritage
and reflecting historical events and artistic achievements.

*Enlightenment Function: Books act as tools for increasing public knowledge and
promoting aesthetic and ethical values (McCarthy, 2018; Miller, 2017).

2. Museum Activities and Principles

Museums, as social and cultural institutions, play a vital role in the education, research, and
cultural development of society. Their principal functions include:

*Preservation Function: Safeguarding historical and cultural artifacts, including rare books
(Anderson, 2019; Bautista, 2018).

*Educational and Enlightenment Function: Communicating historical, cultural, and
scientific knowledge to visitors (Khatri & Sharma, 2021).

*Scientific-Research Function: Studying collections and integrating them into scholarly
publications (Aliyev, 2015; Oliyev, 2021).

When museum activities intersect with books, the latter enrich the museum’s informational
foundation while enhancing the scientific and educational experience of visitors. Consequently,
books become an integral part of museum activities and serve as valuable resources for researchers
(Ismayilov & Sadigova, 2022).

3. Interaction Between Books and Museums

The relationship between books and museums manifests at several levels:

*As Exhibits: Certain books are displayed in exhibitions due to their historical and cultural
significance (Hiiseynova, 2019).

*As Resources: Museum libraries provide essential information for research and educational

purposes (Ismayilov & Khalafova, 2023).
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*As Tools for Enlightenment: Through books, visitors gain broader and deeper insights
into museum artifacts (Bakhareva, 2019).

In the contemporary era, digital technologies have further expanded book—museum
interaction. Electronic catalogs, digital copies, and online resources have made books accessible to
both researchers and the general public (Smith & Johnson, 2021; Bayramov & Mohommadli,
2025).

4. Historical Development and Stages of Books in Museums

4.1. Historical Role of Books in Museums

The role of books in museum activities dates back to ancient times. Historical records show
that in Medieval Europe, early museums comprised mainly scientific and religious collections, in
which books were preserved as an integral part of the holdings. Monastic and university libraries
maintained rare and valuable works accessible to both researchers and students (McCarthy, 2018).
During the 18th and 19th centuries, the systematization of museums in Europe began. In this period,
the exhibition of books was undertaken not only for preservation purposes but also for educational
and enlightenment goals (Khatri & Sharma, 2021). Books were valued both as artistic and scientific
artifacts and were exhibited in specially designed showcases.

4.2. History of Museum Libraries in Azerbaijan

In Azerbaijan, museum-related book activities started in the late 19th and early 20th
centuries. The first museum libraries primarily operated in association with the State Historical
Museum and the National Library (Ismayilov & Sadigova, 2022). At that time, books mostly
covered history, ethnography, and cultural studies.

During the Soviet era, the preservation and scholarly use of book collections in Azerbaijani
museums grew significantly. Museum libraries became indispensable information sources for
researchers, while book exhibitions and scholarly publications contributed to public enlightenment
(Aliyev, 2015). In contemporary Azerbaijan, museums develop book-related activities through
both physical and electronic resources. Digital catalogs, online library systems, and electronic
archives align museum book practices with international standards and enhance researcher
accessibility (Mammadov & Mahammadli, 2025; Mammaodova, 2020).

5. The Role of Books as Exhibits in Museums

In museums, certain books are presented not only as sources of information but also as

exhibits, particularly rare and valuable works. Exhibiting books as artifacts demonstrates their
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historical, artistic, and cultural value, providing visitors with a visual and cultural experience of the
book’s creation and use.

When books are displayed as exhibits, the following principles are applied:

*Conservation and Preservation: Specialized environments and lighting are employed to
protect the physical condition of books (McCarthy, 2018).

*Presentation of Historical Context: Information about the book’s creation date, author,
printing method, and cultural significance is provided.

*Educational and Enlightenment Function: Visitors are informed about the significance
of the book within historical and cultural contexts.

6. Stages in the Development of Book Exhibitions

Book exhibitions constitute a critical component of museum activities and have developed
globally through several stages:

*Traditional Exhibitions (19th —early 20th century): Books were preserved in showcases,
providing only a visual display to the public.

*Scientific Exhibitions (mid-20th century): Books were exhibited in a scholarly context,
with explanations of their historical and cultural significance.

*Digital and Interactive Exhibitions (21st century): Books are presented in electronic
formats and through multimedia tools, allowing visitors to engage with them interactively.

These stages illustrate that the role of books in museums has expanded over time—from mere
preservation and display to the inclusion of educational, research, and interactive experiences
(Anderson, 2019; Bautista, 2018).

7. International Experience

In leading museums worldwide, book activities are systematically organized. For example,
the British Museum, the Metropolitan Museum of Art (USA), and the Louvre Museum (France)
preserve rare book collections and provide both physical and digital access. These institutions
perform the dual functions of books as exhibits and research resources.

International practice indicates that effective organization of book activities requires
attention to:

*Digitization and online presentation of book collections (Smith & Johnson, 2021).

*Implementation of conservation and preservation standards.

*Development of educational and public-enlightenment programs for visitors.
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*Creation of accessible and systematically organized information databases for
researchers.

8. Functional Role of Books in Museum Activities

8.1. Educational and Enlightenment Function

In museums, books are utilized not only as exhibits and sources of information but also as
tools for education and public enlightenment. Through books, visitors gain deeper knowledge about
collections and exhibitions, acquiring information within historical, cultural, and scientific
contexts.

The educational function of books operates at various levels:

*School and University Level: Integrating books and archival materials into curricula
enhances students’ research skills.

*Public Enlightenment Across Age Groups: Seminars, reading sessions, and interactive
lessons organized in museum libraries raise public cultural awareness.

In modern museums, the integration of books with digital resources further expands their
educational and enlightenment functions; electronic books and interactive catalogs enable visitors
to study exhibition materials more thoroughly.

8.2. Preservation and Promotion of Culture

Books serve as vital instruments for the preservation and promotion of cultural heritage
within museum activities (Ismayilov & Khalafova, 2023). Rare and historical books, as well as
artistic and scientific works, play a central role in safeguarding culture and transmitting it to future
generations.

Museum libraries contribute to cultural preservation through:

*Collection Preservation: Physical safeguarding, conservation, and restoration of books.

*Presentation of Cultural Values: Displaying books in exhibitions and providing public
access.

*Scholarly and Publicistic Publications: Preparing studies and catalogs based on rare
books in museum holdings (Bayramov & Mohommadli, 2025).

These activities ensure the protection of historical, cultural, and aesthetic values through
books while enhancing public cultural knowledge.

8.3. Books as Resources for Research and Scientific Activity
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Within the museum activity system, books constitute primary resources for scientific
research. Museum libraries provide researchers with:

*Historical Documents and Rare Publications for studying historical events and artistic
works.

*Scientific Catalogs and Bibliographies to organize research and ensure information
accessibility.

*Digital Resources: Electronic copies and online archives that enable access to both local
and international materials.

These features demonstrate that books are not merely sources of information but strategic
tools for scientific research (Mammadov & Mahammadli, 2025).

8.4. Integration of Educational, Cultural, and Research Functions

The functions of books within the museum system are closely interconnected. Educational
and enlightenment roles combine with cultural preservation to elevate public knowledge, while
research functions enable systematic organization of this knowledge and the generation of new
insights.

Seminars and academic programs organized around rare-book exhibitions exemplify this
integration, providing visitors with both visual and scholarly experiences and fostering interactive
engagement between the book and the museum.

9. The Role of Books in the Museum Activity System in Azerbaijan

9.1. Historical Development

Book-related activities in the Azerbaijani museum system extend back to the late 19th and
early 20th centuries. During this period, library collections of the National Assembly and
educational institutions maintained close connections with museums (Sliyev, 2021; Hiiseynova,
2019). Following the establishment of the Azerbaijan State Museum System, rare and historical
books began to be exhibited as artifacts, and collections became accessible to researchers and
visitors.

The preservation and exhibition of historical books play a pivotal role in safeguarding
Azerbaijan’s cultural heritage (Aliyev, 2015). Institutions such as the Azerbaijan National Art
Museum and the Azerbaijan National History Museum display rare book collections that reflect

diverse aspects of the nation’s cultural legacy.
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9.2. Contemporary Situation

Currently, book-related activities in Azerbaijani museums are developing along several key
directions:

*Education and Public Enlightenment: Museums organize seminars, lessons, and
interactive programs centered on books.

*Research and Academic Activities: Museum libraries offer access to rare books, catalogs,
and archival materials essential for research (Hiiseynova, 2019).

*Digital Development: Recent years have seen the production of electronic copies of rare
books and the creation of online catalogs, preserving physical collections and increasing
accessibility.

9.3. Challenges and Issues

Several challenges continue to affect book-related activities in the Azerbaijani museum
system:

*Collection Preservation: Climate control and conservation methods for rare books are not
yet fully implemented (Sliyev, 2021).

*Digitization Gaps: Electronic resources remain limited; some rare books are not yet online.

*Limited Educational Programs: The integration of books into exhibitions and learning
programs is still developing compared to international standards (Alizadeh & Mahammadli, 2025).

9.4. Comparison in an International Context

Leading museums worldwide expand book-related activities across exhibition, educational,
and research functions. Institutions in the United Kingdom and the United States combine book
exhibitions with interactive and digital programs. Azerbaijani museums have significant potential
to adopt these practices and enhance access for both the public and researchers (Mehraliyeva,
2025).

10. Recommendations

*Strengthening Collection Preservation: Implement modern conservation technologies
and encourage staff participation in international training (Mammadov & Mahammadli, 2025).

*Expanding Digital Resources: Prepare electronic copies of rare books and provide online
access via interactive catalogs.

*Enhancing Education and Public Enlightenment: Organize seminars and interactive

lessons in collaboration with schools and universities.
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*International Cooperation: Exchange experience and implement joint projects with
leading museums (Mehraliyeva, 2025).

11. Contemporary Challenges and Prospects of Museum Libraries

11.1. Book Preservation and Conservation Issues

Preservation and conservation remain pressing concerns in museum libraries. Long-term
storage of rare books requires controlled environments for temperature, humidity, lighting, and air
quality. In Azerbaijani museums, key challenges include:

*Lack of essential equipment for effective conservation.

*Insufficient monitoring of physical condition (Miller, 2017; Anderson, 2019).

*Partial implementation of safe-exhibition standards.

Addressing these requires adopting international conservation technologies and providing
professional training.

11.2. Digital Technologies and Electronic Resources

Digital technologies have made book-related activities in museums more accessible and
interactive. Electronic catalogs, digitized publications, and online archives facilitate access for
visitors and researchers. Current trends include:

*Creation of Electronic Catalogs: Systematizing collections with advanced search tools.

*Digital Copies: Making rare books available electronically to minimize handling.

*Online Teaching and Seminars: Organizing lessons based on digital book resources
(Bautista, 2018).

These approaches support research while contributing to preservation.

11.3. Accessibility of Collections and Public Engagement

A key objective of museum libraries is broad accessibility, yet challenges persist:

*Limited access to rare and valuable collections.

*Non-interactive presentation of exhibitions.

*Restricted public engagement programs.

To address these, digital platforms, public seminars, and educational collaborations are
needed (Ismailov & Khalafova, 2022).

11.4. Development Prospects

Future development of museum libraries can be guided by:

*Digital Transformation: Creating digital copies and online access.
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*International Collaboration: Partnering with leading museums for knowledge exchange.

*Expansion of Educational Programs: Increasing use of books in teaching and exhibitions.

*Advancement of Conservation Technologies: Applying modern methods for long-term
preservation.

These directions create opportunities for developing Azerbaijani museum libraries nationally
and internationally.

12. International Experience and Analysis

12.1. Organization of Book Activities in Museums Worldwide

International experience shows that leading museums organize book-related activities
systematically (Mommodova, 2020). Museum libraries preserve rare and historical publications
and make them accessible to both visitors and researchers.

Examples include:

*The British Museum (London): Preserves rare collections, both physical and digital.

*The Metropolitan Museum of Art (New York): Integrates books into educational
programs and interactive exhibitions.

*The Louvre Museum (Paris): Preserves book collections from historical and artistic
perspectives and organizes educational programs.

These examples show that international museums integrate preservation, education, research,
and public engagement.

12.2. International Standards and Innovations

Global museum practice implements several standards:

*Conservation and Preservation Standards: Climate control, specialized display cases,
and lighting.

*Digitization: Creating digital copies and online access.

*Interactive Exhibitions: Using digital and multimedia tools.

*Educational and Seminar Programs: Collaborations with schools and universities.

These standards serve as benchmarks for modernizing Azerbaijani museum libraries.

12.3. Integration of Azerbaijani Museums into International Practices

Book-related activities in Azerbaijani museums have recently evolved through digital
technologies. Full integration with global standards requires:

*Expansion of digital catalogs.
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*Implementation of conservation and display standards.

*Strengthening educational and outreach programs.

*International cooperation through joint projects.

These steps are vital for aligning Azerbaijani museum activities with international practice.

12.4. Analysis and Comparison

Comparative analysis of global experience shows that successful museums are characterized
by:

*Accessibility of collections in physical and digital forms.

*Presentation of rare books as exhibition artifacts.

*Integration of educational and research programs.

*Use of digital technologies and interactive exhibitions.

*Strong public engagement and international collaboration.

Such practices can guide the strategic development of Azerbaijani museums.

Conclusion

The research has demonstrated that books occupy a multifaceted and strategic position within
the museum activity system. In museums, books function not only as informational and research
resources but also as vital instruments for the preservation of cultural heritage, education, and
public enlightenment.

In the contemporary context, the roles and functions of books in museum activities can be
summarized as follows:

*Education and Public Outreach: Books provide visitors with detailed and in-depth
knowledge about exhibitions and are integrated into seminars and educational programs.

*Cultural Preservation: Rare and historical books serve as key tools for safeguarding
cultural heritage and are displayed as significant exhibition artifacts.

*Research Activities: Museum libraries offer researchers access to rare books and electronic
resources, thereby facilitating scholarly inquiry and academic advancement.

International experience demonstrates that leading museums organize book-related activities
through both physical and digital resources, enhancing the functional role of books via interactive
exhibitions, educational initiatives, and active public engagement. Azerbaijani museums have the
potential to adopt and adapt these best practices to align their book-related activities with

contemporary global standards.
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To ensure the effective use of books within museum activity systems, the following
recommendations are proposed:

Digitization and Expansion of Electronic Resources

*Create digital copies of rare and valuable books.

*Ensure access to information for researchers and visitors through online catalogs and
interactive digital platforms.

Strengthening Conservation and Preservation Measures

*Implement climate control technologies and specialized display cases in accordance with
international standards for long-term preservation.

*Provide training for museum personnel in modern conservation methods and technologies.

Development of Educational and Public Outreach Activities

*Qrganize seminars and educational programs in collaboration with schools, universities,
and cultural organizations.

*Develop interactive lessons and educational materials based on exhibitions and rare-book
collections.

International Cooperation and Knowledge Exchange

*Initiate joint projects, workshops, and seminars with leading global museums.

*Continuously improve book-related activities through the adoption of international
standards and best practices.

Strengthening Public Relations and Engagement

*Enhance interactive presentation of books and museum exhibitions.

*Promote cultural and educational content through digital media and communication
channels.

The implementation of these measures will harmonize the book-related activities of
Azerbaijani museums with international standards, increase accessibility for both researchers and
the general public, and enhance the overall effectiveness of cultural preservation, education, and
public enlightenment within the museum system.
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