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Abstract

A reader of the verses of the Holy Qur'an may observe that, in certain contexts, shared attributes or identical rewards are mentioned for both the muhsinin (those who practice ihsan)
and the muttaqin (those who possess taqwa). This raises questions as to whether the two terms are synonymous or denote distinct meanings, as well as whether one term can substitute
for the other without affecting the meaning. On the other hand, many linguists and exegetes deny the existence of synonymy in the Qur’an, considering this feature part of its inimitability
(ijaz). Accordingly, this study aims to examine, in a practical manner, the true nature of the concepts of ihsan and taqwa in the Holy Qur'an. The research focuses on the linguistic and
semantic structures of both concepts, analyzing their internal composition, their implications across various contexts of use, and their semantic relationships through a close examination
of their occurrences in the Qur'anic text. This is done in order to derive clear conceptual definitions, based on the principle of interpreting the Qur'an by the Qur’an, thereby supporting
and refining the abstract meanings presented in lexicons. This study serves as amodel for directing Qur’anic lexical semantics, not only at the level of Islamic and terminological meanings
but also at the linguistic level. It demonstrates that the linguistic foundations provided by the Qur’an for the two concepts under study are more comprehensive and effective than those
offered by traditional lexicons. Thus, the language of the Qur’an can be adopted as a methodological alternative to supplement and correct deficiencies in the Arabic lexicon, by tracing
the meanings of words across all their occurrences in the Qur'an and deriving a unified linguistic meaning upon which terminological meanings can be constructed. Furthermore, the
study shows that semantic analysis can be effectively employed to enhance the understanding of Qur'anic meanings by examining the semantic relationships between the studied terms.
To achieve its objectives, the research adopts a comparative analytical method based on analyzing the contexts in which the two concepts appear and comparing these contexts to identify
points of convergence and divergence, thereby arriving at clear and reliable definitions applicable both within and beyond the Qur’anic framework. The study concludes with several
findings. Thssa is defined as the manifestation of a sense of goodness in both action and conviction, without reliance on external proof and without expectation of reward. Taqwa, in its
original sense, refers to avoiding the temptations of Satan (Iblis) and adhering to obedience to God in hope of attaining Paradise. While both concepts converge in the performance of
obedience to God, they differ in that the muhsin avoids the inclinations of the self, whereas the muttaqi avoids the temptations of Satan. Taqwa represents the level of obligatory
commitment, whereas ihsan represents the level of voluntary excellence and virtue. The study also finds that ihsan constitutes the highest moral value in the Qur’an, under which other
values—including taqwa—are subsumed, and that taqwa may lead its possessor to the rank of ihsan. Semantically, the study demonstrates that the Qur'anic context serves as the primary
basis for determining the linguistic and semantic meanings of these concepts, whereas lexicons remain limited to general linguistic definitions and do not provide the depth required by
such analysis. Accordingly, it is more appropriate for researchers to derive linguistic roots from Qur’anic context rather than the reverse. Finally, tracing semantically related terms has
proven effective in defining both the linguistic and terminological meanings of ihsan and taqwa, particularly in clarifying the relationship between the two concepts.
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Kur'an-1 Kerim ayetlerini okuyan kisi, bazi yerlerde muhsinler (iyilik yapanlar) ve muttakiler (takva sahipleri) icin ortak niteliklerin veya ayni miikafatin zikredildigini fark eder. Bu durum,
s6z konusu iki kavramin es anlaml olup olmadig, yoksa farkli anlamlar mu tasidig1 ve ayrica bu iki kelimenin birbirinin yerine kullanilip kullanilamayacag sorularim giindeme
getirmektedir. Ote yandan bircok dilci ve miifessir, Kur'dn'da es anlamliligin bulunmadigin savunmakta ve bunu Kur'an'n i‘cAz1 kapsaminda degerlendirmektedir. Bu cergevede séz
konusu ¢alisma, Kur’an-1 Kerim’de ihsan ve takva kavramlarimin gercek mahiyetini ortaya koymay1 amaglamaktadir. Arastirma, ihsan ve takvanin dilsel ve anlamsal yapisina odaklanms;
bu iki kavramn i yapisin, kullanim alanlarindaki anlamlarini ve Kur’an’daki baglamlari iizerinden aralarindaki anlamsal iliskileri inceleyerek agik bir kavramsal gergeve ortaya koymay1
hedeflemistir. Bu dogrultuda, Kur’an'm Kur’an ile tefsiri ilkesi benimsenmis; béylece sozliiklerde yer alan soyut anlamlarin desteklenmesi ve gerektiginde diizeltilmesi amaglanmgtir. Bu
calisma, Kur'anf kelimelerin anlamlarinin yénlendirilmesine yénelik bir model niteligi tasimaktadir. Sadece islami ve terimsel anlam diizeyinde degil, ayn zamanda dilsel diizeyde de
katk: saglamay1 hedeflemektedir. Arastirma, Kur'an'in inceledigi iki kavrama sundugu dilsel temelin, klasik sozliiklerin sundugundan daha kapsamli ve daha islevsel oldugunu ortaya
koymustur. Bu baglamda, Kur'an dili, Arapca sézliikte eksik kalan yonlerin tamamlanmasi ve diizeltilmesi icin metodolojik bir alternatif olarak degerlendirilebilir. Bu yaklasim, kelimelerin
Kur’an’daki tiim baglamlarinin incelenmesi ve bu baglamlardan hareketle terimsel anlamlarin insa edilebilecegi ortak bir dilsel anlamin ¢ikarilmasina dayanmaktadir. Ayrica calismada,
anlambilim (semantik) disiplininden yararlanilarak incelenen kavramlarin anlamlarinin daha agik bir sekilde ortaya konabilecegi gsterilmistir. Arastirmanin amaglarina ulasmak igin,
kavramlarin gectigi baglamlarin analizine ve bu baglamlarin kargilastirlmasina dayanan karsilagtirmal: analitik ydntem benimsenmistir. Boylece ihsan ve takva kavramlarinn ortiistigii
ve ayristigi noktalar belirlenmis ve bu anlamlarin hem Kur’4n’da hem de diger alanlarda gegerli olabilecek sekilde ortaya konmast hedeflenmistir. Calismanin ulastig sonuglara gore;
ihsan, herhangi bir karsilik beklemeden ve delile ihtiya¢ duymadan iyilik duygusunun fiil ve inan¢ diizeyinde ortaya konulmasidir. Buna karsilik takva, dziinde seytanm (iblis'in)
ayartmalarindan sakinmak ve cenneti umarak Allah’a itaat etmektir. thsan ve takv4, Allah’a itaat noktasinda birlesmekte; ancak muhsinin nefsinin arzularindan sakinmasi, muttakinin ise
Iblis'in ayartmalarindan kaginmasi bakimindan ayrilmaktadir. Takva, zorunlu baghlik diizeyini temsil ederken, ihsan géniilliiliik ve fazilet mertebesini ifade etmektedir. Ayrica arastirma,
ihsann Kur'an’da en yiice ahlaki deger oldugunu ve diger degerlerin, takva da dahil olmak iizere, bu deger altinda toplandigini ortaya koymustur. Takva ise kisiyi ihsan mertebesine
ulastirabilecek bir asama olarak degerlendirilmistir. Anlamsal agidan da Kur'an baglaminin, ihsan ve takva kavramlarinin dilsel ve anlamsal belirlenmesinde temel unsur oldugu; buna
karsilik sézliiklerin yalnizca genel dilsel cercevede kaldig1 ve arastirmanin hedefledigi derinligi saglayamadigi sonucuna ulagiimistir. Bu nedenle arastirmacinin, dilsel kdkeni belirlerken
sozlitkten ziyade Kur'an baglamindan hareket etmesi gerektigi vurgulanmustir. Son olarak, anlam bakimindan yakin kavramlarin izlenmesi de ihsan ve takva kavramlarinin hem dilsel
hem de terimsel anlamlarinin belirlenmesine katki saglamus; 6zellikle ihsan ile takva arasindaki iligkinin incelenmesi bu durumu agik¢a ortaya koymustur.
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