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Bu arastirma, Kur'an-1 Kerim’deki th&’ olgusunu, belagat ile Ferdinand de Saus-
sure, Roland Barthes, Umberto Eco, Jacques Derrida gibi gostergebilim kuramci-
larinin yaklagimlarindan yararlanarak incelemektedir. Bu calisma, Kur'an-i
Kerim’deki 1ha’ olgusunun, Arap belagati ile modern gostergebilimsel yaklasimlar
arasindaki biligsel etkilesim cercevesinde bagimsiz bir retorik boyut olarak ele
alinip alinamayacagi ve bunun metindeki anlamsal fazlaligin aciklanmasina nasil
katki saglayabilecegi sorunsalindan hareket etmektedir. Arastirma, Kur'an’daki
cesitli Th&’ bicimlerini ve hazfedilmis gosterenin etkisini ¢oziimlemeyi hedefle-
mektedir. Bu durum, okuyucunun zihninde bir anlam fazlalig: {iretimini tegvik
eder. Boylece hazf eylemi, anlamin insasina, ¢agrisimlarin ve duygusal etkinin
iiretilmesine katkida bulunan bilincli bir retorik strateji héline gelir. Arastirma,
Kur’an ayetlerinden secilen 6rneklerdeki thad’ bicimlerini incelerken betimsel ve
cOziimleyici yontemlere dayanmaktadir. Ayrica tha’ kavrami ile bir yandan siikdt,
kasr, iciz ve hazf gibi kavramlar arasinda; diger yandan kayip gosteren ve an-
lamsal fazlalik gibi kavramlar arasinda karsilagstirmalar yapilmistir. Bu
karsilastirmali yaklagim, thd’ nin anlam iiretme potansiyelini 6ne c¢ikarmaktadir.
Calismanin 6nemi, Kur'an’daki th&’yi anlamak icin farkl bilim dallar1 arasinda bir
koprii kurmasinda yatmaktadir. Bu yaklasim, Kur’an’in beyan mucizesine yeni bir
boyut eklemekte ve 1had’ yoluyla anlamin nasil insa edildigini gozler oOniine
sermektedir. Zira bu baglamda telmih ve 1h&’, tasrihten daha beli§ hale
gelmektedir. Sonuc olarak bu arastirma, Kur’an retorigi caligmalarina cagdas bir
vizyon sunmayi hedeflemektedir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Arap Dili ve Belagati, Kur'an-1 Kerim, Th&’, Géstergebilim, Pragma-
tik.
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Extended Abstract

This study examines textual silence and omission in the Qur'anic discourse, ana-
lyzing their rhetorical and semiotic functions within an integrative theoretical
framework. It explores how silence operates as a deliberate communicative and
aesthetic strategy that transcends linguistic absence to become a source of mean-
ing generation, emotional resonance, and rhetorical depth. The research bridges
classical Arabic rhetoric with modern semiotic theories, particularly those of
Saussure, Barthes, Eco, and Derrida, to reveal how the unspoken elements of the
Qur’an contribute to its eloquent and persuasive power.

Research Gap: While classical scholars such as al-Jurjani, al-Sek kaki, and al-
Askari discussed rhetorical devices like brevity (I jaz), elaboration (itnab), and
omission (hadhf), they rarely examined silence as an autonomous rhetorical
phenomenon. Modern Qur’anic studies have often focused on linguistic or exe-
getical dimensions without engaging in semiotic or pragmatic analysis. This has
resulted in a scholarly gap regarding Qur’anic silence as an independent semiotic
sign capable of generating multi-layered interpretations.

Significance of Study: The importance of this study lies in its interdisciplinary
synthesis of rhetoric, semantics, pragmatics, and semiotics. It provides a new
theoretical and analytical framework that deepens our understanding of Qur’anic
discourse and its multifaceted eloquence (I jaz bayan). The study demonstrates
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Department of Fundamental Islamic Sciences, Head of Arabic Language and
Rhetoric, Aydin/Turkey, a.alali@adu.edu.tr , Orcid ID: https://orcid.org/ 0000-
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that meaning emerges not only from what is articulated but equally from what is
withheld, thereby revealing the dynamic relationship between expression and si-
lence. This integrative perspective contributes to renewing rhetorical and inter-
pretive approaches in contemporary Qur’anic studies.

Research Aim: The main objective of this study is to explore how textual silence
functions within Qur’anic discourse to shape meaning, guide interpretation, and
evoke emotional and intellectual engagement. It seeks to identify the rhetorical,
psychological, and semiotic functions of silence and omission, showing how they
enable readers to actively participate in constructing meaning beyond literal ex-
pression.

Research Methodology: The study employs an integrative descriptive-analytical
approach. Selected Qur’anic verses that exhibit forms of textual silence or omis-
sion are analyzed according to traditional rhetorical principles such as fjaz,
hadhf, and tajahul al- ‘arif, and compared with modern semiotic concepts like the
absent signifier (al-dall al-gha’ib) and the semantic surplus (al-fa’id al-dilalt).
This comparative approach demonstrates how silence serves as a conscious rhe-
torical mechanism that enhances persuasion, depth, and aesthetic beauty in the
Qur’anic text.

Scope and Limitations: The research is confined to rhetorical and semiotic
analyses of selected Qur’anic passages that exemplify the phenomenon of textual
silence. It does not extend to theological, jurisprudential, or historical dimen-
sions outside the scope of linguistic and rhetorical analysis. Quantitative or sta-
tistical methods are excluded, as the study emphasizes qualitative interpretation
and conceptual analysis.

Main Findings: The findings reveal that textual silence in the Qur’an constitutes
a constructive linguistic strategy that enriches meaning through implication,
suggestion, and aesthetic subtlety. Silence functions as a semiotic and rhetorical
force that stimulates the reader’s reflection, fosters emotional response, and
achieves persuasion from within. Far from being an absence, it becomes a pres-
ence that shapes the rhythm and depth of Qur’anic expression. The study con-
cludes that the Qur’an’s eloquence resides not only in what is said but also in the
eloquence of what remains unsaid, offering a profound model for understanding
the semiotic miracle of divine revelation.

Keywords: Arabic Language and Rhetoric, The Holy Quran, Nodding (Al-Tha), seman-
tics, Pragmatics, semiology, pragmatics.
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