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Foundations of Civilizational Coexistence through the Charter of Medina

Abstract

Issues of tolerance, coexistence, and mutual understanding are among the most prominent
contemporary challenges faced by many countries. This is largely due to policies of exclusion and
marginalization practiced by certain components within a single society against other components.
Islam preceded other systems in addressing the issue of religious and ethnic diversity in human societies
through principles that reflect its perspective toward those who differ. The Charter of Medina represents
the most accurate expression of the Islamic vision of civilizational coexistence, as it constitutes a
practical model implemented within a society characterized by ethnic and religious plurality, where
continuous conflict and confrontation had prevailed among its components. This study aims to uncover
the features of civilizational coexistence embodied in the Charter of Medina and to clarify the
foundations upon which it was established. The study is structured around three main axes. The first
examines the document’s chain of transmission in order to determine its historical authenticity. The
second addresses the historical context of the Charter, with the aim of identifying its historical value,
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understanding the civilizational leap it achieved, and highlighting the contributions it offered. The third
focuses on presenting the foundations of shared coexistence upon which the Charter was based, which
reflect its civilizational significance. The study concludes with a set of findings, the most important of
which is the central importance accorded to the issue of coexistence in the Charter of Medina. This
importance was manifested in clear principles and solid foundations, presenting the Charter as an
optimal solution to the challenge of cultural diversity in human societies.

Keywords: Civilizational coexistence, Charter of Medina, Recognition of the other, Freedom of
belief, Justice and equity.
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