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Abstract: The essence of mankind is optimism. Therefore,dseadtways dreamed of a better future and a betiddwsince
the existence of humanity. Utopias are the estaiint of this ideal society and order created bmdmuconsciousness. The
term utopia was coined by Thomas More who was drtleeodistinguished authors of the sixteenth centitore’s valuable
work entitled ‘Utopia’ is considered by many as thest utopian writing. This work of art depicts ideal society and in
doing so relays many qualities desirable in an atioical system. This study aims to explore Thomaseié Utopia in terms
of education and to delve into the aims and priesipf what More portrayed as an ideal system atation.
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THOMAS MORE'UN UYOPYASINDA E GiTim

Ozet: insanglunun 6ziinde iyimserlik yatar. Bu yiizden insanlik eugundan beri siirekli daha iyi bir gelecek ve daha iyi
bir diinyanin hayalini kurmgur. Utopyalar bu insan bilincinin yarattiideal diizen ve toplum modelleridir. Utopya terimi
16. yizyillin seckin yazarlarindan biri olan ThonMere tarafindan isimlendirilrgiir. More’'un ‘Utopya’ adini verdji
degerli eseri birgoklari tarafindan en iyi topik gaha olarak kabul edilir. Bu eser ideal toplumu tasatimi ve bunu
yaparken gitim sisteminde arzulanan bircok nitglianlatmstir. Bu calsmanin amaci Thomas More’un Utopyasigitien
acisindan incelemek ve More’un tanimfaddeal gitim sisteminin amag ve ilkelerini agarmaktir.

Anahtar Sozciikler: Utopya, Eitim, Thomas More
INTRODUCTION

Before delving into the aims and principles of Thenvore's system of education in Utopia, it is firgtcessary to try and
define the word ‘Utopia’ and all it embraces. Them utopia was coined by Sir Thomas More in théyesixteenth century.
It derives from two Greek words ‘outopia’ meanimgpwhere’ and ‘eutopia’ meaning ‘somewhere goodisTdombination
suggests living in a world that does not existWwhbere one wishes to be. Utopia is an ideal thatattashed mankind since
the beginning of time. It is possible to encountaried explanations related to utopia as a litetarypn. A good general
definition of utopia appears to be that of Moritalkman (1879:v):

‘What is a Utopia? Strictly speaking, it means avthere Land’, some happy island far away, where
perfect social relations prevail, and human beitigsig under an immaculate constitution and fad
governments, enjoy a simple and happy existeneg, from the turmoil, the harassing cares, and
endless worries of actual life.’

While J.C. Davis (1981) presents much the same cteization, in which utopia is defined as a metlbanvisioning
social perfection in a way that distinguishes dnfralternate ideal social structures, Berneri (1868sserts that utopia is
‘synonymous with a happy, desirable form of socletitopia, therefore, simply represents mankind’s oheaf happiness,
its secret yearning for the Golden Age, or, folldst Paradise. Eurich (1967:vii) agrees with Berivestating that utopia is
‘man’s dreams of a better world.” Hence, utopia barthought of as dreams or stories which refladtdaal world with no
pretence to reality. Fry's definition of utopiad#ferent than that of Eurich. Fry regards utopsaaa‘speculative myth’ that
positioned as a counterpart to the myth of the @oldge which can be easily seen in various cultuigsed in Klaic
1991:37) Thus, utopia does not exhibit what presiynhappened once, but what could happen in theduin this sense it
is speculative myth, a myth in a predictive fornzcArding to Morton (1969), utopia is an ideal cormmealth in a work of
fiction created with the aim of assessing, crifimigand satirizing existing society. Thus, it candsaimed that the utopian
spirit revealed through the written words of merowtere critical of the day they lived in. Therefarevould not be wrong
to say that utopias are the critiques of the prtesendition. Moreover, they can easily be consideas a magic mirror that
reveals injustice, ugliness, that is to say, ifishe world where we live. Dragan Klaic (1991) aggavith various aspects of
Morton’s belief that utopia is held up as a minreflecting the ideal against the insufficiencieackwardness, and squalor of
reality. Utopia then becomes a critical tool, whigkposes and ridicules the real world through distey and distortion.
Thus, the purpose of utopia is not only to creatédaal world and a happy life but also to critecithe existing order in a
state.

Even though different definitions exist, there issignificant connection between all of these défins. The two
fundamental points shared by people who defind slmzEiety models or utopia are that they all deingon-existent place as
well as creating an ideal society while defining thon-existent place.

Man'’s vision of a better world has been a sustgimind dynamic force in his history from earliestés. It is possible to see
the mark of utopia in various areas starting from primitive myths belonging to the earliest tinéfiumanity to legends of
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various cultures. However, according to a widelyeqted thought, the development of utopian style,dream to create an
ideal society starts with Plato’s ‘Republic’ whichtds roughly from the time of the long war betwédimens and Sparta. It
was written in the midst of defeat and Plato mustehhad the feeling that something was radicallgngrin a state that
could be wrecked by war. Furthermore, he had deenl¢ath of Socrates, his teacher, and had founelbbf the presence
of corruption and tyranny in the state. There cannio doubt that these events motivated him to cactsthe ideal
commonwealth of ‘The Republic’. Although ‘The Republof Plato is accepted as the first written exaampf utopia by
almost all of the studies and research on utopigsther and more important point underlined in ¢hstsidies and research is
the view that the great outpouring of utopian &tare came after More. It was Sir Thomas More wWirast the word utopia
in the canon of modern language. His book entitlitdpia’ is not only an ideal state written undeetinfluence of Plato, but
also a novel written for the purpose of socialreatind one of his most important attacks in hissh@/on education. When
classical utopias giving importance to educatian@mpared, there is no doubt that after PlatoThiomas More who deals
with the issue of education elaborately. Havingsthstablished a suitable working definition of wilkbmas More meant by
‘Utopia’, the system of education in which More geated to his reader as an ideal or utopian sysighin a utopian
society can now be analyzed.

RELATIONAS BETWEEN EDUCATION AND UTOPIA

Education is a pervasive preoccupation of many iatopvriters. Due to this, many utopians wrote aagréeal about
education, and this clearly played a significant patheir picture of future society. The utopiamint of view is an approach
that could achieve some goals through some inistitsit One of these institutions is education. Thisvhy the utopian
approach is inclined to realize most theories tghoeducation. As Hertzler (1922) stated in her bealled ‘The History of
Utopian Thought’, the fundamental leading instrutmenrealizing societal peace is education. Rathenta simple role,
education receives a very special meaning in utopiarature. It is considered as an element hagngrogressive role
towards a perfect state and society.

Most utopian thinkers and writers believe thatéhisting societal institutions are the source @ietal malice. Therefore, it
is rather difficult to get rid of this malice withbexperiencing an appropriate change in our saldiestitutions. When most
utopias are studied, it is seen that educationré@sived a paramount significance in realizing satichange and solving
societal problems. According to Howard Ozman (1869:

‘(As utopians believe) ... that the great social peais of a society cannot be solved without changing

the entire structure of the society within whiclesh problems reside... they saw a twofold necessity

for education, first, for the purpose of educatmgn to the need for great and important changeks, an

secondly, they saw education as a vehicle for @mgohan to adjust these changes.’

Education is an essential instrument which is useehable man to reach a better future and a betidd. The writers go
after the goal of creating an ideal world by usetycation. The desire for the perfection lies wittiie nature of utopian
tendency. This is the reason why the designatedtium of education and the expectations of utofiiasn education
intersect at the point of reaching an ideal futund a more affective society.

According to Oztiirk (2006:7) in utopias, which amvisioninga perfect life and a perfect future, the conceptaication
has a fundamental function of arranging this emnnent. Utopias rely on education for the contimuanf institutions. The
concept of education presented in utopias, funstas a projection in order to understand the indéagion of society in
utopias. Thus, the type of education necessargrfadeal society is presented because a utopidarwsia good observer of
his society and will try to eliminate the reasomsl dind solutions for the wrong doings observedhiy in the society
through educational institutions.

Although purposes of education and societal objestihave been expressed differently in differemipiats, the case
presented in these utopias is that a perfect soeietl future can only be achieved through educafidrerefore, it is
important to study utopias with their educationah@hsion and to understand their message properly.

AIMS AND PRINCIPLES OF EDUCATION IN MORE'S UTOPIA

More’s masterpiece is written in two parts. Bookf Utopia takes the form of an imaginary conversatietween a fictitious
voyager called Raphael Hythloday and a real-liféd siervant whereas Peter Gilles which containsadrithe on the social ills
of England, Book 2 is a description by Hythlodaytloé various customs and institutions which makehigpnew island he
has discovered. Among the key themes Hythlodagudiges is the educational system on the islandagfial With words of
More, Hythloday gives a detailed outline presenting aims and principles of education in Utopia.bBgin with, the first
aim of education on this land is to provide an édgacation to all citizens by eliminating clasé$fatences. In More’s
Europe, only the rich and powerful could hope tbageeducation. Therefore, the entire society didhave the opportunity
for an education. More, thinking that class disanation in education was unfair and a mistake, defending education for
all socio-economic levels. In More’s opinion evang is equal in value. This is why, there is nasidbn of people into
classes in Utopia. All citizens are equal, theradsprivileged class and education is open to @reryIn addition, on the
island of Utopia education is not reserved solelyrhen. Women are viewed as equals and are giveesame educational
opportunities as are men. Thus, gender discrintnag eliminated in the issue of education. Furtitge, More strongly
believed that men and women should receive an exgluedation with no discrimination. Following hislief, More puts into



real life practice his philosophy on education anavided his daughters with an excellent classdalcation, at a time when
such learning was usually reserved for men.

‘More’s children were compelled to master not obétin and Greek literature, logic and philosophy
and the works of Church Fathers but also mathematidsastronomy. This education experience, in
contradistinction to the rest of English societytlat time, was offered to both men and women.’
(Halphin, 2011:305)

The Philosophy of Education in Utopia is not resdrto a formal education but is an education contip a life time. In
Utopia, education in a formal school environmemas$ explained in great detail. Therefore, we @k about the concept
of a lifelong education rather than a traditiondueation delivered within the school system of ét@e on the island.
Indeed, the biggest novelty of the Utopians isfttoe that their education does not end at a ceagi According to Urgan
(1984:66) in our age it has only recently beenizedlthat education is not a process startingeaatie of six or seven and
ending at the age of twenty or so. However, More wa&are of this fact, as early as those days ethatation is a life long
process and should continue until death. In ordgsrbvide continuous education in Utopia, we segcational activities
such as morning lectures which start in the eaolyré of the morning and are open to everyone &mdtbefore they go to
work. This form of education also means to freedhs and sciences from the hands of the rich hachoble class and
make it available to the public masses. What isesmibialso shows that the system does not makeiadyof differentiation
on the basis of gender and provides an opportuoityeducation for women as well as men. In additio this, the
objectives of a life long education are being @i on the island of utopia. That is to say a persm find his profession
and happiness only by stretching his limits. Evesyon the island can find the chance of contingoimproving himself
and make use of this opportunity. None of the iitligls see education as a means to obtain a hstgu®is in society or to
obtain material gains.

‘It is Utopian practice that public lectures areagi before daybreak. Attendance at these is obligat
for those who have been specially chosen for thsyiiuof learning. Nonetheless, person of all dass
both men and women, generally come in droves to these lectures, attending those which suit their
fancy. But if anyone should prefer to give his titnestudying his own craft (if they are of mindsttha
are really not much given to intellectual activitylhey are praised as being useful to the
commonwealth.’” (More, 1989:50)

One of the primary objectives of education in Utops both intellectual enlightenment as well asgtee a deep
understanding of virtue and in turn instill a votis character in individuals. Education in Utopiacps enormous
importance on virtue and moral values which thdielie will control the behavior of its citizens Wit the social structure.
This is an education realized both through staséitiions as well as through personal experiemdaadividuals during

their life time. In this ideal state, teaching ade is an essential subject since it has paramyatrtance for the individual
to strengthen character which in turn will help theéividual avoid committing a sin and living adibf inactivity. More tries

to improve moral maturity by motivating the indivial to work. The suggestions given to childrenre¢arly age help them
to respect and protect the state. One of the fuedgal principles of More’s educational progranthie protection of the
nation and national state. The thoughts that smmiletal order in Utopia arise from bad morals afi.\Whis is the reason
why the education and training of children and ybang is closely connected to moral education.telms of the efforts
exerted to have children with both knowledge andainealues More gives an example of moral educatioshowing how

the Utopians create a culture in which the vanityprecious metals and gems are despised. Theyeutisychological
conditioning giving gems to children as playthimgshe knowledge that they will be tossed asidthashild grows up.

‘In the first years of childhood, they are proudsath decorations and take pleasure in them. Bubhwhe
they grow up a little, they put them aside throumgtieeling of shame. Thereafter they see these
decorations as belonging to small children andctdjgem as our little people do when they grow up
and throw away rattles, marbles and dolls.” (Md!289:60)

The goal of education in Utopia is to prevent untgdrbehaviours while teaching desired behavioung Way to achieve
this goal is to eliminate the factors causing thevanted behaviours. At the time More wrote Utofiagland was struggling
with unemployment, hunger, theft and hangings dt¢hadt. More, as an individual living among theselpems, had the
opinion that the laws issued and applied by thie stere both unfair and useless.

‘On this matter you, along with much of the wortgtem like bad teachers who prefer beating their
students to really teaching them. They set up heiryible punishments when they should work at
providing ways of making a living so that nobodys lta steal and then die for it.” (More, 1989:20)

According to More it is better to eliminate thectimstances causing crime instead of punishing sopewho commits a
crime.

‘unless you first find a cure for this evil, yourasb that you are acting justly in punishing theift ae
vain and misleading rather than true and benefiEiast you allow men to be brought up so badly tha
the gradual corruption of their character startthwiheir earliest years. Then you punish them for
committing as adults crimes to which they have bieelined since childhood- what are you doing, |
ask, except making them into thieves and then purgsthem for it?’ (More, 1989:24)



Therefore, in Utopia every effort is explored todia solution to eliminate corruption which candde society resulting in
immoral behaviors by individuals. The definitiof the concept of education also expands at thistp&ducation is
considered to be an endeavor directed not onlyréate desired behaviors in individuals but alsdoton a barrier to
undesired behaviors and attitudes. The prevenfiemdesired, destructive and bad behaviors andi@ts that are possible
to develop in individuals are dealt together whke tinderlying factors and causes. Utopians woitoinate these factors
and causes. The objective of having virtuous, hoaad knowledgeable individuals can not be achiemely with the
education programs prepared for this goal. The nsae is to get rid of the conditions that pravibe realization of this
goal. For instance, in a Utopian society in ordeprtevent bribery of judges and administrators,itiscuments of the bribe
such as gold and money are reduced to zero. Thu#l inot be possible to see any cases of brilmyause the factors
causing corruption have been eliminated. In Utqua which represents the ambition to own mateytadds and estate, the
source of societal corruption, is degraded by dedgg criminals with gold earrings on their earsldgchains around their
necks and gold rings on their fingers.

Ozmon (1969:15) states in his botktopias and Educationthat More believed that education was the gredtedtto
eliminating crime which is one of the reasons hegiconsiderable attention to the education ofMtopians. He discusses
the importance of environmental factors and fedt tthe kind and quality of education which childmeteive is directly
responsible for the ideas and actions which thdg e adults. Following this rational, it is thfare the State who is
responsible, either directly or indirectly, for @gizens being ill educated, thus the State hasgtu to try those citizens for
crimes committed because of a lack of educatiomnamproper or inadequate education. He strongig\es that the early
formative education which a child receives shotildss, above all, the futility of pursuing wealtidavain honors.

In Utopian education rewards as well as punishmargsutilized in order to ensure correct behavard prevent people
from committing crimes. As an example of a rewamd/Jtopia statues of virtuous people, who haveedgood things for the
commonwealth, are erected. This functions as gpiratson for the citizens to live up to the starttaestablished by their
ancestors.

‘They discourage crime by punishments and rewartheviby appropriate honors. Thus they set up
statues in the marketplace for men who have domstamding service for the republic. They do this
honor the great deeds that were done. Moreovearnbimory serves as a motive for the next generation
and as a sort of spur to virtue.” (More, 1989:78)

The aim of education in Utopia is to not only tedahkoretical knowledge but to teach Utopians hovinternalize this
knowledge by means of practice. In Utopia farmisghie primary occupation. All children are trairfemn an early age in
the field of agriculture. In this way, they learovh to cultivate soil. Ozmon (1969:15) states thabrk is considered an
educational experience in Utopia. It is for thiagen that the entire populace is trained in chitddhimr agriculture, and why
they must participate in it.” Children first leathe knowledge needed at school. Later on, theytaken on field trips to
farms to put into practice what they learned absthThe children on these field trips both obsahesfarmers working and
gain some practical experience. Consequently, tiog&vledge becomes permanent. Thus, More emphakigésiportance of
both the theoretical knowledge acquired at schsolell as the practical application of this knovged

‘There is one craft which is common to all, bothmend women, and that is agriculture. All are
trained in it from childhood. This is done partly lessons that are taught in school and partlydiggy
out to nearby farm fields as though for recreatiom. these trips they do not merely look on, but
wherever possible they do the actual physical wékkore, 1989:49)

The target in Utopia is for people to continuouddyelop themselves. In Utopia the working day #rieted to six hours in
order to provide maximum opportunities for peogleengage in leisure pursuits, such as attendintgris; tending the
garden or playing mind-expanding board games.

‘They divide the day and night into twenty-four efjportions, and only six are assigned to work... all
of the hours that are not given to work, sleep foudl are left to the judgment of each individual.

However, these hours are not for frivolity but fmme useful task according to the individual taste.
These periods are given to things of the intellégtore, 1989:50)

In Utopian education games are considered esseftialgames they play in their spare time do notes@w entertainment
purposes only, but are designed to improve thinkind to convey a particular message. On this peidlend, games are
regarded as a crucial learning tool and have aifgignt place in teaching the children to learnreot behavior and to
improve their thoughts. Games are the first stepviery child’s educationAll kids learn faster and retain more when they
are engaged, involved and having fun. Therefoames are an effective way in educating childrens ©§why Utopians
use games as a primary learning tool to provideyengnt and develop thinking. Through games a dbagns the rules of
living in a society, how to become a virtuous indixal and learn how to use their virtues to overedheir vices ‘They do
play two games not unlike chess. The first is d@ldatf numbers in which one number preys on anotred the second is a
game in which vices battle with virtues.” (More,88950)

Last but not least, teaching in the first langusge significant principal of Utopian education.eféfore, they conduct all of
their studies in their native languada. terms of training and studies for Utopians, th&itive language is the medium



learning tool. ‘They do their studies in their natilanguage, for it is rich in vocabulary and nopleasant and really is a
faithful witness to the speaker’s thought contefMore, 1989:62) Watson (1994) makes a commenhisngsue stating that
More’s emphasis on the use of first language ichieg in Utopia is More’s clear satire on the u$d.atin rather than
English for schooling which was in practice in MerEngland. Thus, it can be inferred that in Utolginguage is clearly the
key to communication and understanding. Therefaepfe can learn best through their mother-tonguedy@hg all
branches of learning which requires an in-deptheustdnding of concepts is easier in one’s natinguage since it prevents
people’s misconceptions or misunderstandihgnguage plays two important roles in the develapneé understanding in
that it both accommodates a medium for learning ianal tool which helps people to construct a wayhafiking. Thus,
studying by using one’s native language will makeaisier for them to understand concepts.

CONCLUSION

Thomas More is one of the distinguished utopiartersiwho attached great importance to educatiorOZtirk (2006:161)
More considers education in Utopia to serve a gugbose. He does not only assume that educaticyuesnges and protects
the moral character of people and society but bid@ves that education is an objective in itself iaterial fulfillment.
More views education as a vital method to produeleabioral changes in man. In Utopia, educatioreensas a way to
eliminate an action against the state and the lszatian to be gained through education becomesffactive element for the
continuation of the state. This shows that he seéegation not only as a means to eliminate ign@dnt also to improve
congenital weaknesses and to suggest moral values.

Additionally, More believes that education is a tomous process lasting a lifetime. He advocatedvaersal and
compulsory education in the sixteenth century, iam \&e still have yet to realize today. He thinkaueation itself has a
practical value and is the right of all citizenBor education to be truly effective it must be taug the student’s native
language, adequate leisure time must be giverhfoptrsuit of higher education and games shoulshdmporated in the
learning process. More claims that since educatothe key to a moral and virtues society a systdmeward and
punishment helps maintain a crime free society.

Today, in the 2% century, when society is engaged in a searchdor educational ambitions and strategies we woubditpr
if we turn to some of our utopian writers in ordetbenefit from their thinking upon this subjecPhilosophers and scholars
throughout history have discussed the need for mawoses and new technological and social impronénéut very few
of these critics have stated specifically what fahase new improvements should take. In Thomasldddtopia, More
does not simply critique society and educationhmitakes it a step further and outlines for hislees not only the pitfalls
that need improvement but he gives us the requstepgs to achieve the improvements and the standgais which to
measure its success. Taking all this into constaerathe aims and principles of education undedity Thomas More in
his powerful work “Utopia” will undoubtedly inspireurrent and future education philosophy.

REFERENCES

Berneri, M. L. (1969)Journey Through Utopia. New York: Books for Libraries Press.

Davis, J.C. (1981 )Jtopia and the Ideal Society Cambridge University Press.

Eurich, N. (1967Science in Utopia Cambridge: University Press.

Halphin, D. (2001) ‘Utopianism and Education: Thegacy of Thomas MoreBritish Journal of Educational Series
Vol.49 No.3, 299-315.

Hertzler, J. O. (1922Fhe History of Utopian Thought. London: Allan&Unwin,
Kaufmann, M. (1879Vtopias. London: C. Keegan Paul & Co.

Klaic, D. (1991)The Plot of the Future The University of Michigan Press.

More, T. (1989)Jtopia. Marquette University Press.

Morton, A. L. (1969)The English Utopia London: Lawrance&Wishort.

Ozmon, H. (1969Wtopias and Education Burgess Publishing Company.

Ozturk, F. (2006)Jtopya ve Egitim. Nobel Basimevi.

Urgan, M. (1984 Edebiyatta Utopya Kavrami ve Thomas More Adam Yayincilik AS.

Watson, K. (1994) Sir Thomas More. Retrieved from the WWW:
http://www.ibe.unesco.org/publications/Thinkersiruifee.PDF




