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A Neolithic and Chalcolithic Settlement in
Anatolia: Kosk Hoyiik™

Aliye Oztan

Kosk Hoytik is a good example of small sites which are usually not chosen
for excavation but which provide important data, upon investigation, for
clarifying certain periods.

The mound, which is located immediately to the north of the town of
Bahgeeli, in the district of Bor-Nigde, was first discovered by Richard Harper
and Margaret Ramsden in 1964 through a survey of Central Anatolia. When
Ian Todd published his finds from the mound in 1965, it was called Kask
Pinar due to the presence of the water source located on the slope of the
mound. In 1980, the pit opened by the Turkish National Warerworks revealed
some finds on the western slope and the Nigde Museum intervened on time
to stop the work and excavations started in 1982 under the directorship of
Prof. Upur Silistreli in association with the museum. The first phase of the
excavations lasted from 1983 to 1990. The excavations, which were inter-
rupted by the untimely death of my colleague at a most productive age, were
resumed in 1995 under the directorship of the Nigde Museumn!. [ would like
to commemorate my friend once more through this article, who introduced
Kask Hoyiik to the academic world through his excavations and publica-
tions. This presentation is aimed to provide a general account of Kosk Hoyiik,
incorporating finds from both recent and earlier excavations.

K&sk Heyiik is located on the northern slope of a limestone outcrop within
a fertile region and occupies a dominating position on the eastern fringes of
the Bor Plain. Another important environmental factor which affected the
choice of settlement location is the presence of a water source in close prox-
imity to the site.

* This article is based on a paper delivered on 19.03.2003 in the framework of the annual conferences of the
Turkish Institute of Archaeology (Tiirk Eskicag Bilimleri Enstinist).

1 Fhe excavations at Kosk Hoyik are also supported by the Direciorate of Scientific Research Projects of
Ankara University (BAP No. 20020901-011).
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A pool was constructed, during the Roman period, on this source. This
continued to be important during later periods and the water, which was
carried via an aquaduct, provided for the ancient city of Tyana.

During the Roman period, apart from a domestic building constructed on
top of the mound, the eastern, northern and western slopes of the mound
were used as a cemetery. These areas were similarly used in the Byzantine
and early periods of the Turkish Republic. In this article, the characteristics
of the settlement during the Neolithic and Chalcolithic periods - i.e. from the

second quarter of the 6 millenium BC to the beginning of the 5% millenium
BC - will be dealt with.

Architecture of Level 1

The presence of five levels have been discerned in the excavations, which
still have not reached bedrock. The latest level (Level I) is differentiated from
the rest of the stratified deposits through its architecture and small finds. The
settlement was apparently constructed according to a predetermined plan.
All of the excavated buildings are variations of a single plan (Plan 1}. In this
period, the residences are, as a rule, single-roomed, and the entrance to these
buildings, which were constructed adjacent to each. other, is always located
on the short side of the building. The doors were placed on the inner face
of the wall. The buildings are accessed by one or two steps. The door-posts
on both sides of the entrance are plastered with clay. The inner accessories
are also similar in all buildings (Fig. I). Niches are found in the walls, one
always facing the entrance. Platforms, silos, hearths, tennurs, and clay boxes
are found in almost every house. The second platform, found in most houses,
was used as a workplace. A squarish platform, which probably also functioned
as a bed, always bordered the wall of the storage space located opposite the
entrance. Two sides of these platforms were constructed of stone or mudbrick
and after being filled with stones or scil, were carefully plastered over with
clay. The fireplace found centrally in most buildings must have been used
for heating. The workplace, tennur, and oven are always located to the left
of the entrance. At the end of the room, again located opposite the entrance,
was an area separated by a dividing wall, used as a storeroom. The flat
roof was supported by 2-4 posts. The number of posts vary according to
the dimensions of the building. The roof was constructed of wood, reed and
mud plaster.

Most of the houses also used part of the street located in front of their
entrance. Large ovens and silos were constructed in these areas. An access
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hole was placed on the wall of the silos at the part closest to the entrance,
starting from the street level and round at the top. This facilitated access to
the material stored inside.

Only two of the houses from Level I are multi-roomed, continuing the
tradition of the earlier levels, to be discussed below.

A fire, which enveloped the entire settlement 50-60 years after the
construction of this level, resulted in the loss of all the properties of Kosk
Hayik's inhabitants. The survivors continued to live in much smaller houses
constructed over this level, sometimes utilising the walls of the earlier houses.
In this new level the houses are again singleroomed and while storage
facilities, platforms and tennurs were no longer constructed, hearths continued
to be built both inside and outside the houses. It appears that the settlement
was impoverished during this time and was abandoned after a short period.
This period is dated to the beginning of the 5% millenium BC through 14C
and dendrochronological methods (Kuniholm - Newton 2002: 276).

Burial Habits of Level 1

During this period, the inhabitants of Késk Heyitk buried their dead
under the platforms or at the feet of walls, as in previous periods. Streets and
open squares were, though rarely, also used for this purpose. Two-thirds of
the burials are of infants. A large part of the remaining third are of children
and the rest of adults. These graves provided data on the burial habits and
the perception of afterlife of the settlement’s inhabitants. The dead were
always buried in a contracted position in simple pits or jars. There is no
unity in the orientation of graves. Grave goods were present, especially in
infant burials. These displayed considerable variation and included at least a
single vessel in almost every grave, and shells, bone borers, obsidian tools or
production refuse, jewellery, seals, burnishing tools, ochre and or limonite
lumps. While some were probably regarded as necessary for the afterlife,
others clearly have symbolic associations.

Pottery and Small Finds of Level I

Many finds, most preserved in situ due to the disasterous fire which
ended the settlement, provide information on the lives, occupations and
beliefs of its inhabitants. Pottery, which forms the majority of finds in most
settlements, consists of locally made monochrome wares and painted wares
which are known to have been imported. All pottery was hand-made and are,



72 Colloguium Anatolicum Il 2003

in decreasing order of frequency, black, grey or red slipped and almost all
are burnished to a glossy finish. They functioned as storage, cooking, eating
and drinking vessels. Bowls, jars, vases, storage jars, cups, dippers and lids
of various sizes were manufactared. Vertical or horizontal handles display
certain distinguishing characteristics in Level 1. The vertical handles applied
to storage jars and vases are found in pairs in close proximnity to each other.
The ends of horizontal strap handles which meet the body of the vessel are
always rounded. Relief decoration is found on some bowls, vases and storage
jars. These display a limited repertory consisting of bull horns and human
eyebrows/eyes and were applied only on the shoulders or next to the handles
of the vessels. A few vessels have handles decorated with modelled animal
(antelope) heads.

An interesting feature of Level I ar Kosk Hoyiik is the use of some broken
vessels after repair. The vessels which cracked or broke during use were
mended and the cracks covered over with bitumen applied on the interior

and the exterior of the vessels. This can be quite frequently observed on storage
jars, vases and bowls (Oztan- Faydali 2003: Annex 2).

The only group of painted pottery from Level I belongs to Can Hasan 2
B types (Oztan 2002: Fig. 15). Almost all examples of this group were recov-
ered as sherds from two houses close to the centre of the mound.

Zoomorphic vessels, assumed to have been used for ritual purposes,
continue the forms of earlier levels. Bulls and tortoises are the only animals
represented either entirely or as protome (Oztan- Faydali 2003: Fig. 12-13).

As in other contemporary settlements, the inhabitants of Kaosk Héyiik
represented their deities in human form. The stone and baked clay figurines
of Level I were fashioned as schematic or figurative representations. Some
display traces of having been painted with ochre. The goddess figurines of
this level mainly continue the tradition of eatlier levels. But the goddesses,
which rarely exceed 5 cm in height, with roughly shaped conical body and
wearing conical headdress are only found in Level 1. The round eyes, which
almost cover the entire face, are applied in relief. No other details were
modelled apart from the nose which is also applied as a small knob and the
mouth is represented by a small depression. The arms, at times only one of
which is represented, are small knobs (Oztan-Faydah 2003: Fig. 33).

Animal figurines found singly or in groups represent desired livestock.
The head or one or more of the feet are usually missing. Among the animals
which can be discerned are bulls, goats and a cow, all four teats of which are

modelled (Fig. 2).
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The inhabitants of Kosk Hoyiik also manufactured tools and jewellery
from the bones and horns of goats, sheep, oxen and deer. The stones used
to produce pointed tools have also been recovered in the excavations. Borers
and needles testify to the presence of various production activities, especially
leatherworking. Spades, spoons, single- or double-sided handles, knife handles
and beads of bone and shell display a continuity of earlier traditions (Ozkan
2002: 510 ff.).

Architecture of Levels 1I-V

Levels ILITT of Kosk Hoytk are of similar plan in terms of architecture.
Although investigated in a very restricted area, Levels IV-V also exhibit the
same characteristics. The buildings, which are separated from each other by
streets, are rectangular, square or irregular in plan (Oztan et al. 2002: Plan
1). While some buildings are single-roomed, others have two to four rooms,
one of which is larger than the rest. Circular or rectangular hearths and
workplaces are found in every house. The platform, if present, is always
located in the largest room. In the part of the building which served as the
storage area numetous clay bins grouped together like cells are typical (Fig. 4).
Hearths, ovens and storage rooms/silos were constructed outside, according
to need.

The architecture of Levels 11-V has developed irregularly around streets,
usually terminating in dead-ends, or around squares. In contrast, the setdement
layout of Level I appears planned. This change in setlement planning cannot
be explained by a time gap, as the settlement of Level I was constructed direct-
ly on Level I1. On the other hand, the arrival of a new group of people at this
time resulting in such a new arrangement, cannot curtentdy be supported by
hard evidence. We would like to interpret this development as a change in
the social system.

Burial Habits of Levels II-V

Data concerning the burial habits of the earlier levels of Kaésk Hoyik
come from Levels II-IL. No graves have yet been encountered in Levels IV-
V. During the period of Levels ILIII the dead were buried inside the houses,
under the platforms or next to the walls. The graves are usually simple pits
or jars. The dead were laid in a contracted position. Goods used in life were
put into the grave as grave goods and these wete originally intended for daily
as well as ritual use like sherds belonging to pottery with relief decoration,
goddess figurines, seals, bracelets, necklaces and rings. Among jewellery, beads
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are the most common. Besides shells and small stone beads of various shapes,
animal heads made of semi-precious stones like cornelian, onyx and turquoise
were also discovered.

Another important feature of Kosk Héyik burials is the plastering of the
skull. This treatment must have been undertaken for people of special status
and the skulls treated in this manner were either preserved on the platforms
or buried under them. Such skulls have been encountered in Levels 11-[11.
The single find from Level III was uncovered on the platform of a house
(Silistreli 1989a: 62, Figure 7; Silistreli 1989¢: 502, PL. V, 3). A group of
skulls from Level II was scattered on the house floor, individual pieces lying
about 1.5 m from each other. Three of them were in pieces, while the other
lay on its side. The second group, consisting of at least five skulls were
buried collectively under the platform of a house belonging to the same level

(Ozkan et al. 2002: 336, Fig: 1) (Fig. 5).

There is currentdy no information on the locale where the flesh was
removed and how this process was executed. But modelling the skull was
apparently practiced in two ways. In some cases the neck was also modelled
along with the head, whereas in others only the face was modelled (Oztan
2002: Fig. 6 and 5). On the single example from the former group, no other
details were modelled on the face apart from a crescentic ear in relief, The
ear opening is represented by a depression. The neck also acts as a support
for the head, the underside of which was rounded. The skulls belonging
to the latter group are preserved nearly whole or were discovered in pieces.
Modelled pieces with traces of ochre were discovered. Eyes, nose and ears
were moulded naturally on the examples from Levels IT and 1II. On some
examples, the eye-sockets were filled with clay and the eyelids indicated by a
thin line, giving the face the impression of sleeping. On some examples the
clay covering the eye-socket was modelled like a large almond and the eve-
lids shown as a relief band (Fig. 6). A rounded black stone placed in the eve
provided the plastered face with a lively appearance.

Modelling of skulls in the ancient Near East are known from central and
southern Levant at Tell Ramad, Beisamoun, Kfar Hahoresh, Ain Ghazal,
Jericho and Nahal Hemar. All examples from these sites date to the period
starting with Late Natufian and continuing into PPNB. Despite the lack of
data from the intervening eras, the same tradition is represented in Anatolia
by the finds from Kosk Hoyik. The skulls of Kosk Hoyiik have sculpted
necks, like the examples from Tell Ramad, and modelled lower jaws, known
from other sites. In his article on skull cult, Bienert points out that the top
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of the head was never plastered and suggests that the skulls “may have had
a cover made out of a different material, which was not preserved” (Bienert
1991: 11). In this perspective, the examples from Késk Hoyiik demonstrate
that the border of plaster application ran along a line from the top of the
forehead, behind the ears and reaching the neck. In other terms, the hairline
forms the border for plastering. On some examples, this line was modelled
thicker, clearly emphasising the border for clay application (Ozean 2002: Fig.
5-6). This demonstrates that after modelling the skull with plaster, hair and
probably a headdress or crown was placed on top of the head.

For the time being, the preservation of skull by modelling is limited to
certain periods. A link between this tradition observed at Kask Héyiik and
earlier traditions of presetving skulls separately or colouring other bones can
be postulated. Dying the bones using cinnabar (mercury oxide), or in green
(malachite ?) and blue (azurite) dyes is attested in Aceramic Neolithic Cayoni
and Ceramic Neolithic Catalhéyik (Mellaart 1967: 207). The bodies of some
adults and many children contained within the graves succeeding the Tell
Halaf levels at Tilkitepe are also dyed {Ozgiic 1948: 11-12). On the other
hand, modelled examples from the end of the Neolithic to the beginning of
the Early Bronze Age known from southern Russia and the Caucasus, as
well as from the Catacomb Culture (second half of the 2nd millenium BC)
of the northern Black Sea region (Goren et al, 2001: 672), prove the conti-
nuity of this tradition and its spread over a wide area.

Pottery and Small Finds of Levels II-V

The pottery from these levels of Kosk Heoyik display technical and
morphological characteristics that were to continue into the later level. All
are hand-made. Almost all are slipped and burnished. The slip, in decreasing
order of frequency, is red, brown, grey, black and buff. Most pottery is
monochrome. Forms include storage jars, vases, jars, bowls, plates, cups and
boxes. Besides anthropomorphic and zoomorphic vessels produced for special
purposes, miniature vessels were placed inside graves. Some of the pottery is
decorated using relief, paint and incision. There is no difference in decorated
and undecorated vessel shapes.

An original group among the pottery of Késk Howik are those decorated
in relief. This technique of decoration is frequent in Levels II-11l. On the
pots, local potters applied models in relief of almost every living being
around them, figures they deemed holy, and some symbols. Most of the
reliefs are figurative representations of gods, goddesses and animals {Silistreli
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1989h: Pl IXD). Bulls, cows, deers, leopards, goats, tortoises, snakes and
birds are species which can be identified. In some cases only part of the
figures were represented like the breasts and arms of a goddess and heads of
animals. Goddesses, whose fertility was emphasised, holding hands and
dancing, gods posing as master of animals or holding a bunch of cereals in
their hands (Fig. 7), heads of deer and oxen displayed on a pole (Oztan
2002: Fig. 12), and a snake about to swallow the fish in its mouth are impor-
tant iconographic representations. Some of the pottery with relief decoration
were further embellished with paint or obsidian.

Some pottery was decorated with paint. The painted designs, applied
from the rim to below the widest part of the body, consists of geometric
motifs in tones of red and brown. Painted decoration occurs in all pottery
forms ranging from anthropomorhic vessels to large storage jars.

God and goddess figurines form an important part of the finds from
these levels. Most of them are of baked clay and a few of stone. The god
fisurines of baked clay are always dressed and wear a conical headdress. They
ate represented both standing up and in seated positions. Some of these are
painted with ochre. The goddess figurines display a wider variety. They can
be, seated or standing, young or old (Silistreli 1989: Pls. II-V}, but always nude.
Although most of the figurines are represented figuratively, schematic figurines
were also manufactured (Fig. 8).

Dating

Prof. Silistreli dated Kask Hoyiik Levels LI to the Early Chalcolithic /
Late Neolithic periods using relative chronology. The dendrochronological
dates and those obtained through radiocarbon dating at the Oxford University
laboratory have provided dates of 4911 +102 -58 BC. after calibradon for
Level I (Kuniholm - Newton 2002: 275-276). Level 1, considering its two phas-
es attested in many of the buildings, should therefore be dated to approxi-
mately 5100-4900 BC. One sample from Level 1l and others from the pits
of Level TII and IV have been dated at the University of Heidelberg. The
sample from Level III dates to 5600-5380 + 38 BC. According to these
results, the mound must have been settled from the second quarter of the 6t
millenium BC to the beginning of the 5 millenium BC.



Anadolu’da Bir Neolitik ve Kalkolitik Yerlesme:
Kosk Hoyiik

Kiigiik olmalant nedeniyle cogunlukla arasurma alant olarak segilmeyen
verlesimlerin, kazilarla incelendiginde belli dénemlerin aydinlatilmasinda ne
denli énemli sonuglar verebilecegine giizel bir 6rnek Késk Hoytik'ttir. Cevre-
sinde bugtin de ¢ok verimli bir arazinin yer aldign Kaésk Hoyiik, Bor ovasinin
dogu kiyisinda ona hakim bir noktadaki kirectag: yitkseltinin kuzey ucundaki
epimde olusmustur. Cevreye hakim bu alanmn u¢ noktasimin seciminde énem-
li bir baska etken hemen dibinden cikan bir kaynagin varhgdir. M.O. 5 bin
baslarinda yerlesim terk edildikten sonra kuzey yamaclan araliklarla mezarlik
alam olarak da kullanilmistir.

I. Kat

Ana topraga/kayaya heniz ulasilamamus olan yerlesmede V kaun varlig
saptanmistir. Bunlardan 1. kat, mimari ve kugcik eserler bakimindan diger
katlardan tamamen farkli ézelliklere sahiptir. Kent 1. kat zamaninda belli bir
planlama ile yapilanmistr (Plan 1). Biiin konutar aynt plarun farkh lcii-
lerdeki uygulamalandir. Birbirine bitisik olarak yapilmis dikdértgen plank
tek odali konutlarda giris daima dar kenardadir. Konutlarin ic désemleri de
birbirine benzer (Fig. 1). Duvarlarda, biri mutlaka giris yéntinde olmak tizere
nisler, seki, silo, ocak, tandir ve kilden kutular hemen her evde bulunur. Islik,
tandhr, ocak gibi kisimlar girisin solunda yer alir. Odanin dip kisminda, girisin
karsisindaki bir ara duvar ve silo ile bsltiinms alan, depo olarak kulla-
ndmustir. Dz damu destekleyen dikmelerin sayist konutun biyikligiine gére
degisit. Dam orttist agac ile kamus ve camurdur.

L. kaan ingaasindan 50-60 yil sonra yerlesmenin tamamini saran bir yangin
Kosk Hoyiik insanlarimin hemen her seylerini kaybetmelerine neden olmus-
wur. Bu felaketten kurtulanlar cogu yapimim enkaz iistiine, bazen de onlann
duvarlanni kullanarak daha kacik oletlerde konudarda barinmislardir, Kent
sakinleri yangin sonrasinda iyice fakirlesmis, kisa bir siire sonra da yerlesmeyi
tamamen terk etmislerdir. Dendrokronoloji ve C 14 &lciimlerine gére Kosk
Heyik’in bu déneminin M.Q. 5. binin baglarina ait oldugu anlasitmak-
tadir.
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Kosk Hoyiik insanlan 1. kat zamaninda éliilerini evlerine, copunlukla
sekileri altina veya duvar diplerine gdmmuslerdir. Bu amacla ender de olsa
sokak, meydan gibi acik alanlar da kullamlmisar. Ele gecen mezarlarin 2/3
si bebeklere aittir. Kalan 1/3’in biiyitk kismi ¢ocuklara azi yetiskinlere aittir.
Oliiler daima hocker tarzda, doprudan topraga veya kaplara gémiilmiistir.
Mezarlarda bir yon birigine raslanmaz. Ozellikle bebek mezarlarma cesitli
esyalar hediye olarak birakilmisar. Bunlar, hemen her mezarda en az bir kap
olmak tizere, yumusakca kabuklari, kemik deliciler, obsidiyen alet ya da auk
parcalar, siis esyalan, miihtrler, perdah taslari, okr ve/veya limonit yumru-
lan gibi cesitlilik gosterirler.

Her yerlesim yerinde en fazla bulunan canak cémlek Kosk Hoyiik 1. katn-
da, yerli olan tamamen tek renkliler ve ithal oldugu bilinen bir grup boyali
seramik olarak aynilmaktachr. Tamam elde sekillendirilmis kaplar cokluk sira-
stna gore siyah, gri, kirmizinin tonlaninda astarli ve hemen hepsi parlak per-
dahlidir. Islevlerine uygun olarak degisik boyutta canaklar, ¢smlekler, vazolar,
kiipler, fincan, masrapa, kapak gibi bicimler saptanmistir. Gévdeye birlesen
kisimlart yuvarlatilmis yatay kulplar, kabartma olarak yapilmis boga boynuzu,
insan kas ve goz betimleri 1. katn karakteristik ézellikleridir. Dini amach kul-
laruldiklart varsayillan hayvan bicimli kaplar [. katta tiim hayvan veya hayvan
bas1 ve boynu bigimindeki kaplumbaga ve bogalarla temsil edilirler.

Cagdas: diger yerlesimlerde oldugu gibi Kosk Héyiik insanlan da tann ve
tanricalarni insan seklinde betimlemislerdir. I. katin pismis toprak ve tastan
yapilmus figiirinleri sematik ve dogal olarak iki farkl: stilde tretilmislerdir. Bir
kismi ast boyahidir. Bunlar arasmda 5 cm gecmeyen boyda, geriye dogru
vatrimis konik bashkl, kabaca bicimlendirilmis konik gévdeli tanricalar 1.
kata ézgiidiir.

Bircok konutta grup halinde veya tekil olarak ele gecen hayvan figirinleri
sahip olunmak istenen hayvanlari simgeler. Bunlar icinde tirleri anlasilabi-
lenler boga, keci ve dért memesi de gosterilmis bir inektir (Fig. 2).

II- V. Katlar

Kask Hoyitik'an II- III. katlari mimari agidan benzer ézellikler goster-
mektedir. Dar sokaklarla birbirinden ayritmis konutlar dikdértgen, kare ya
da yamuk planlidir (Fig. 3). Oda sayilan birle dért arasinda degisir. Yuvarlak
veya dikdértgen ocaklar, islikler hemen her evde bulunur. Depo islevli
mekanlarda, tek odalilann bir duvar kenarnnda yer alan camurdan yapilmis
petek bicimli bolmeler karakteristiktir (Fig. 4). Konutlann disina, gereksini-
me gore ocak, firtn ve depo/silolar eklenmistir.



Aliye Oztan / A Neolithic and Chalcolithic Settlement in Anatolia: Késk Héyiik 79

Kask Hoyik'tn bu erken déneminde oli gdmme adetleri hakkindaki
bilgilerimiz IT ve III. katlardan gelmektedir. [V ve V. kadarda hentiz mezara
raslanmanustir. Il ve III. kadarda olaler evlerin icine, sekilerin altina veya
duvar diplerine gémulmiisair. Mezar bicimleri cogu basit toprak ve kap olmak
tizere iki tiptir. Olitler mezara hocker olarak yaarilir. Yanlarina hayatta iken
kullandiklan egyalar hediye olarak birakdmusor. Bunlar kabartmali kaplara
ait parcalar, tanrica figirinleri, muhiirler, bilezik, kolye, yiziik gibi dini ve
kisisel malzemeler ile sts egyalandir.

Kosk Hoyiak'in éli gomme adetleri bakimindan énemli bir ozelligi de,
kafataslarin kille sivanmast yontemidir, Ozel konuma sahip kisilere uygu-
lanmus olmasi gereken bu yéntemle, yeniden canlandimlmis kafataslars evlerde
sekilerin ustiinde korunmus ya da toplu olarak sekilerin altina gémilmastir.
Bu yéntemde hazirlanmis kafataslanna bugtine degin 11 ve 111, katlarda rase
lanmustr. 1. katin tek buluntusu bir evin sekisi Gstiinde korunmus iken II.
kat kafataslarindan bir grup, bu katin bir odasinda taban tstinde, bir digeri
ayni kata ait bir evin sekisi alundaki mezarda (Fig. 5) bulunmustur. Bu islem
icin ceseterin etten arindinlma islemlerinin nerede ve nasil yapildign konu-
sunda heniz bilgimiz yoktur. Modelasyon isleminin sadece yiize uygulanmasi
ve yuzle birlikte boynun da sekillendirilmesi biciminde iki sekilde yapildig
anlagilmaktadir. Bazi 6rnekletde yiiz organlan dogal olarak islenirken kimi-
lerinde kulak, burun, agiz kicik kabarciklar halinde gosterilmistir (Fig. 6).

Kosk Hoyuk'tin 11- V. katlarinda ele gecen canak ¢émlek teknik ve bicim
bakimindan daha sonra da devam edecek &zelliklerdedir. Buyiik kismi astarls
ve perdahli kaplar degisik islevlere sahiptir. Insan ve hayvan bicimli 6zel
olarak tiretilmis kaplar yaninda 6zellikle mezarlara birakdan minyatiir kaplar
da meveuttur. Kaplann bir kismi kabartma (Fig. 7), boya, cizi gibi degisik
tekniklerde bezenmistir. Bazen ayni kap tstiinde birden fazla bezeme teknigi
de uygulanir. Bezekli kaplarla bezeksizler arasinda bicim bakimindan bir fark
yoktur.

Aynu kadarda ele gecen eserlerin énemli bir bélimu tann, tanrica figiirin-
leridir. Pismis topraktan yapilmis olan tann figiirinleri daima giyili ve konik
baghiklidir. Oturan ve ayakta duran tiplerle temsil edilir (Fig. 8). Tanrica
figiirinleri ise daha cesitlilik gostermektedir. Ciplak, oturan, ayakta, genc,
yash Szellikler vurgulanmustr.
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Tarihleme

Kosk Hoyiik'tin I- 11 katlaninin tarihi konusunda Prof. Dr. Silistreli goreli
olarak Erken Kalkolitik-Ge¢ Neolitik dénemlerini belirtmistir. 1995 yilindan
beti yapilan kazilarda toplanan agac kalintilarinin dendrokronolojik dlctim-
leti ve C14 analizlerine gore 1. kat icin son dizeltmelerle M.O. 4911+102-58
tarihi verilmektedir (Kuniholm-Newton 2002: 275-276). III kattan alman
srnek ise M.O. 5600- 5380+ 38 arasinuna aittir. Bu sonuclara gore Késk
Hoyiik'tn iki evreli olan 1. kat icin M.O. 5100-4900 aras, II1. kaan baslan-
gict icin M.O. 5600 civarr uygun gérinmekredir. Bunlara gore de yerlesimin
M. Q. 6. binin ikinci ceyreginden itibaren 5. binin ilk yillar arasindaki bir
dénemde iskan edildigi anlasimaktadiz.
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Figure 1 Kogk Hoyiik. A general view of the excavations,

Figure 2 A group of animal figurines from the Level |,



Figure 4 Clay bins from Level I,
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Figure 6
One of the plastered
skulls from Level I1.
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Figure 7 Details of relief visi: from Level I, a god holding a bunch of cereals.

Figure 8
A marble figurine
from Level IV,
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