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0z Bu calisma, Islam disiintri Cevdet Said'in dislince sisteminde “Ahlak Epistemolojisini” ele almak-
tadir. Said'in dustincesinde ahlak, salt vaaz diizeyindeki erdemler olmaktan ¢ikip tarihin ve toplumun
devinimini belirleyen “varolussal yasalara” donusmustur. Calisma, ahlakin merkeziyetini U¢ analitik
dizeyde incelemeyi hedeflemektedir: Epistemolojik (degerlerin nesnelligi ve akibet burhani), psi-
kolojik (degisim psikolojisi ve bireysel sorumluluk) ve antropolojik-politik (siddetsizlik antropoloji-
si ve kelimetii's-seva). Arastirmada betimsel-analitik ve sentetik-insaci yontemler benimsenmistir.

Bu arastirmanin teorik katkisi, Cevdet Said'in toplumsal stinnetullah (yasalar) kavramini yeniden
okumak ve bunu cagdas entelektlel donustimlerle iliskilendirmektir. Pratik katkisi ise, farkin-
dalik ve egitimin medeniyet degisiminin temel araglari olarak aktiflestirilmesi yoluyla, siddet ve
toplumsal catisma krizlerinin asilmasina yonelik metodolojik bir vizyon sunmasidir. Arastirma so-
nucunda, Said'e gore ahlakin insan tariintn “varolussal isletim sistemi” oldugu ve bu sistemdeki
aksamalarin medeniyet gerilemesine yol agtigl Saptaniyor. Ayrica ¢alisma, bu projedeki siinnetul-
lah odakli yapi ile manevi boyut arasindaki dengeye dair elestirel bir degerlendirme sunmaktadir.
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Abstract This study explores the “Epistemology of Ethics” within the intellectual framework of the Islamic
thinker Jawdat Said. It argues that ethics, in Said’s thought, is transformed from mere homiletic
virtues into “existential laws” governing the dynamics of history and society. The research aims to
elucidate the centrality of the ethical dimension through three analytical levels: Epistemological (the
objectivity of values and the proof of consequences), Psychological (the psychology of change and
self-responsibility), and Anthropological-Political (non-violence and the “Common Word”). To achieve
these objectives, the study utilizes descriptive-analytical and synthetic-constructive methodologies.

The theoretical contribution of this research lies in reinterpreting Said’s concept of “Social Sunan”
(universal laws) in light of contemporary intellectual shifts. Practically, it offers a methodological vi-
sion for overcoming social crises and violence by emphasizing awareness and education as primary
catalysts for civilizational change. The study concludes that, for Said, ethics constitute the “existen-
tial operating system” of the human species, and that any defect within this system inevitably leads
to civilizational regression. Finally, the research offers an evaluative critique concerning the balance
between the Sunanic (law-based) path and the spiritual dimension within Said’s reformist project.
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Anahtar Kelimeler ~ Cevdet Said, Ahlak Epistemolojisi, Degerlerin Nesnelligi, Siddetsizlik, Sinnetullah, Akibet Burhani.

Jawdat Said, Epistemology of Ethics, Objectivity of Values, Non-violence, Sunnatullah, Proof of

Keywords
Consequences.

Extended Summary
1. Introduction and Literature Review

The crisis of civilizational decline has been a central theme in modern Islamic thought. While main-
stream reformist movements focused on political authority or theological restoration, a distinct “Sunanic
school” (Law-based school) emerged, viewing history and society as systems governed by objective,
divine laws. Jawdat Said (1931-2022) is a seminal figure in this tradition, advancing the legacy of Mu-
hammad Igbal and Malek Bennabi. Said’s project is defined by a shift from “text-centric” approaches
to a “law-centric” understanding of reality. This study explores the “Moral Dimension” of Said’s project,
arguing that ethics for Said are not merely individual virtues or sentimental choices; they are structural
“existential laws” that function with the same causal rigor as physical laws.

Despite Said’s reputation as a “Preacher of Non-violence,” scholarly literature often overlooks the epis-
temological foundations of his thought. This research addresses this gap by analyzing how Said trans-
formed ethical values from metaphysical abstractions into “causal laws” that bridge the gap between
“Revelation” and “Sociology.”

2. Research Problem and Questions

The central problem of this research is to analyze the formulation of an ethical theory that serves as an
epistemological bridge between the “Qur’anic Text” and “Social Reality.” It seeks to answer:

How did Said redefine the nature of ethical values to grant them a “legal/scientific” status?

What psychological mechanisms are required to transform a theoretical value into a subconscious be-
havioral habit?
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How does the philosophy of non-violence transition from a moral choice to a biological and historical
evolutionary necessity?

To what extent can the principle of “Equality” (The Common Word) serve as a global criterion for political
legitimacy?

3. Methodology

The study employs a descriptive-analytical methodology to dissect Said’s conceptual framework across
his core bibliography. Furthermore, it utilizes a synthetic-constructive method to gather fragmented
ideas from his various works ranging from The School of Adam’s First Son to The Wind of Change and
reconstruct them into a coherent ethical theory. The research also includes a Critical-Evaluative compo-
nent, examining the internal consistency and potential challenges of Said’s Sunanic project.

4. Detailed Findings and Arguments
4.1. The Epistemological Level: The Objectivity of Values

The study finds that Said performed a significant “epistemological break” with traditional Kalam debates
regarding ethical “beauty and ugliness” (al-husn wa al-qubh). While the Ash’arites emphasized divine
command and the Mu'tazilites focused on abstract reason, Said introduced the “Objectivity of Values!” He
argued that values like Justice, Honesty, and Mercy are embedded in the “Sunan” (Divine Laws) that
govern human existence.

Said proposed what can be termed a “Physics of Values,” suggesting that the consequences of ethical
actions are as predictable as physical reactions. He argued that the “World of Testimony” (Alam al-Sha-
hadah), which includes history and the social sciences, serves as the laboratory for verifying ethical
truths. This leads to the “Proof of Consequences” (Burhan al-Agibah), where the survival and flourishing
of a civilization act as the empirical evidence of the validity of its moral system. In this sense, ethics are
not just “what God said,” but “what works in the structure of God's creation.

4.2. The Psychological Level: The Engineering of Internalized Change

Said's psychology of change revolves around the Qur’anic axiom: “Verily, Allah will not change the con-
dition of a people until they change what is in themselves” (13:11). This study analyzes Said’s distinction
between two psychological archetypes: “Iblis's Logic” and “Adam’s Logic.” Iblis represents the evasion of
responsibility by blaming external fate or “conspiracies,” whereas Adam represents the “Prophetic matu-
rity” of recognizing self-culpability as the first step toward change.

For Said, the ultimate goal of moral education is the transformation of an ethical idea from a conscious
“Information” into a subconscious “Conditioned Reflex” He argued that values must be “digested” until
they function spontaneously, like biological processes. This “moral subconscious engineering” is essen-
tial for civilizational renewal; it allows the individual to transition from being a “burden” (Kall) on society
to becoming an “agent of justice” (‘Adl). When values become a “Second Nature,” the society saves energy
previously wasted on internal conflict and shifts it toward creative civilizational building.

4.3. The Anthropological-Political Level: Non-violence as a Law of Evolution

A core finding of this research is Said's “Anthropology of Non-violence," rooted in the narrative of “Ad-
am'’s First Son.” Said argues that the refusal to kill is the definitive “birth of the Human.” He proposes a bi-
ological-cultural evolutionary theory where human history is a journey from the “Muscular System” (sov-
ereignty based on coercion and physical force) to the “Nervous System” (sovereignty based on intellect,
persuasion, and law).

Said's philosophy of non-violence is not a form of passivity but a “Technology of Change.” He posits that
“Sovereignty of the Word” must replace “Sovereignty of the Sword”" In the political sphere, this mani-
fests as the principle of “The Common Word” (Kalimat al-Sawa), which demands absolute equality. Said
identifies “Political Polytheism” (dictatorship, the Veto power, and legal privileges) as the root cause of
historical failure. He argues that in the nuclear age, non-violence has become a “Universal Law of Sur-
vival” rather than just a religious virtue; the destructive power of modern weapons has made violence
obsolete as a tool for resolving human conflicts.
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5. Discussion: The Theoretical and Practical Contributions

Theoretical Contribution: This research moves the academic discourse on Jawdat Said from simple “bi-
ographical advocacy” to “systemic philosophical analysis.” It situates Said within the broader context
of modern social sciences and Islamic philosophy, demonstrating how he re-read traditional concepts
like Tawhid (Monotheism) as a social law of equality and Tagwa (Piety) as a “Scientific precaution”
against violating the laws of existence.

Practical Contribution: The study provides a methodological vision for conflict resolution. By prioritizing
“Awareness” and “Education” over coercion, it offers a peaceful roadmap for civilizational renewal. It em-
phasizes that the legitimacy of any social or political change is strictly tied to the “purity of the means”
(Taharat al-Wasilah), arguing that a just goal can never be achieved through unjust, violent means.

6. Conclusion and Evaluative Critique

The research concludes that ethics in Said’s thought represent the “Existential Operating System” of the
human species. Any defect in this moral system, such as the prevalence of lying, injustice, or violence,
inevitably leads to civilizational regression, regardless of a nation's material wealth or technological
Prowess.

Nevertheless, the study also offers an evaluative critique regarding the “Balance of Dimensions.” While
Said's focus on the “Horizontal Dimension” (social laws and historical determinism) was crucial for re-
viving the concept of human responsibility, it occasionally creates a tension with the “Vertical Dimen-
sion” (the spiritual and metaphysical depth of religion). Critics argue that this “Physics of Values” might
lean toward a form of “Historical Materialism” if the transcendent aspect of the Divine is not sufficiently
emphasized. Therefore, the study concludes that Said’s Sunanic project must be complemented by a
spiritual robustness that preserves the sanctity of the Divine-Human relationship, ensuring that the
“Duties of the Earth” do not completely overshadow the “Aspirations of the Sky

Keywords:

Jawdat Said, Epistemology of Ethics, Objectivity of Values, Non-violence, Stinnetullah (Divine Social Laws),
Proof of Consequences, Self-responsibility, Civilizational Change, The Common Word.
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