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Abstract 

This qualitative study examines host-society perceptions of Turkish-Syrian mixed marriages in 
Yozgat and their contribution to social cohesion. Participants grounded their evaluations on social, 
economic, and political considerations, while some expressed negative sentiments toward Syrians, 
showing tension between integration and assimilation expectations. Drawing on Berry’s accultura-
tion framework, mixed marriages are conceptualized as extended cultural contact linking couples, 
families, and kinship networks. Participants acknowledged that such contact may foster familiarity 
and social proximity, but references to “racial degeneration” and cultural dilution indicate it can also 
produce anxiety and resistance. The findings indicate that mixed marriages are often evaluated 
through a pragmatic, cost-based lens and reflect patterns of conditional acceptance shaped by gen-
der norms. Syrian brides are incorporated into local households when they conform to traditional 
domestic roles, whereas Syrian grooms are rare and far less accepted, reflecting a clear gender 
asymmetry in integration. Comparing Syrian and Turkish women functions as a discursive mecha-
nism that reinforces male authority and reproduces gendered hierarchies. The study identifies a 
central paradox: while mixed marriages theoretically create space for integration through sustained 
contact, confining Syrian women to the domestic sphere reduce cultural dialogue and reproduces 
gender-based inequalities. The study suggests that the integrative potential of mixed marriages de-
pends less on contact itself and more on how such contact is shaped by power relations and social 
boundaries. 
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Öz 

Bu nitel araştırma, Yozgat’ta Türk-Suriyeli karma evliliklere yönelik ev sahibi toplumun algılarını ve bu 
evliliklerin sosyal uyuma katkısını incelemektedir. Katılımcılar değerlendirmelerini sosyal, ekonomik 
ve politik gerekçelere dayandırırken, bazıları Suriyelilere yönelik olumsuz duygularını ifade etmiş; bu 
durum entegrasyon ve asimilasyon beklentileri arasındaki gerilimi işaret etmiştir. Berry’nin kültür-
leşme kuramına göre, karma evlilikler yalnızca eşleri değil, aileleri ve akrabalık ağlarını kapsayan ge-
nişletilmiş kültürel temas alanlarıdır. Katılımcılar bu temasın aşinalık ve toplumsal yakınlık yaratabile-
ceğini kabul etmekle birlikte, “ırkın bozulması” ve kültürel yozlaşma gibi kaygılar da dile getirmiştir. 
Bulgular, karma evliliklerin çoğunlukla ekonomik ve pragmatik bir çerçevede değerlendirildiğini ve 
toplumsal cinsiyet normlarıyla şekillenen koşullu bir kabul örüntüsüne işaret ettiğini göstermektedir. 
Suriyeli gelinler geleneksel ev içi rollere uydukça yerel aile yapısına dahil edilirken, Suriyeli damatlar 
nadiren görülmekte ve daha az kabul edilmektedir; bu, entegrasyonda belirgin bir cinsiyet asimetri-
sini ortaya koymaktadır. Suriyeli ve Türk kadınların karşılaştırılması, erkek otoritesini pekiştiren ve 
hane içi toplumsal cinsiyet hiyerarşilerini yeniden üreten bir mekanizma olarak işlev görmektedir. 
Araştırma, karma evliliklerin entegrasyon potansiyelinin yalnızca temasın varlığına değil, bu temasın 
hangi güç ilişkileri ve toplumsal sınırlar içinde yorumlandığına bağlı olduğunu göstermektedir. 
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Introduction  
 
Mixed marriages have long been examined in mi-
gration and integration literature as both a cause 
and a consequence of social, cultural, and eco-
nomic interactions between immigrant and host 
communities. On the one hand, intermarriage is of-
ten considered an indicator of social proximity and 
integration; on the other, it may itself function as a 
mechanism through which integration processes 
unfold. In this sense, mixed marriages occupy a 
critical position at the intersection of private life 
and broader social structures, linking kinship net-
works with processes of social incorporation. 

International research focusing on the role of 
marriage in immigrant women’s integration trajec-
tories, point to both opportunities for social inclu-
sion and exposure to new forms of vulnerability 
(Brettell, 2017; Hsia, 1997). In the Turkish context, 
studies conducted in provinces such as Osmaniye, 
Mardin, and Gaziantep have explored the implica-
tions of mixed marriages for family structures and 
social relations within migrant communities (Akyüz 
& Tursun, 2019; Bulut, 2016; Certel & Atasü-
Topcuoğlu, 2024; Doğaner, 2021). The literature 
presents a fundamental tension: while mixed mar-
riages are often framed as indicators of integra-
tion, a growing body of research -particularly fo-
cusing on women- emphasizes how such unions 
may also reproduce patriarchal relations, informal 
marital arrangements, legal insecurity, gender-
based violence, and even risks associated with ex-
ploitation and human trafficking.  

This tension is particularly relevant in Türkiye, 
where Syrians have been present for over a decade 
and a half under conditions of protracted and com-
plex migration. In this context, processes of inte-
gration do not unfold linearly; rather, they coexist 
with practices of boundary-setting, exclusion, and 
selective inclusion. As a result, intergroup relations 
often reflect a dynamic interplay between proxim-
ity and distance, acceptance and resistance. 

Within this broader landscape, Yozgat repre-
sents a particularly significant case. Characterized 
in the literature as a nationalist-conservative Cen-
tral Anatolian city (Dursunoğlu, 2019; Gedik et al., 

2020), Yozgat provides a critical setting for exam-
ining how integration is negotiated in relatively re-
mote contexts where social norms, gender roles, 
and community boundaries may be more rigidly de-
fined. Despite the increasing visibility of Turkish-
Syrian mixed marriages in the city, empirical re-
search remains limited, with only one study ad-
dressing marriages involving foreign women 
(Özmen et al., 2024). This gap highlights the need 
for a closer examination of how such marriages are 
perceived by the host society. 

This study asks: What are the perceptions of 
the host population regarding Turkish-Syrian 
mixed marriages in Yozgat, and what do these per-
ceptions reveal about local dynamics of integra-
tion? Addressing this question is important not 
only for understanding how migrant-host relations 
are shaped in a specific local context, but also for 
contributing to broader debates on the nature of 
integration. Building on the empirical findings, the 
study conceptualizes these dynamics as “condi-
tional integration” referring to a form of inclusion 
that is selective, gendered, and contingent upon 
existing social hierarchies. 

The theoretical framework of the study is ini-
tially informed by John W. Berry’s acculturation 
theory, which conceptualizes integration as a pro-
cess emerging from interactions between mi-
grants and host societies (Berry, 1992; Sam & 
Berry, 2006). However, the findings of this study 
suggest that such processes cannot be fully cap-
tured through fixed categories such as integration, 
assimilation, or separation. Instead, the empirical 
material points to hierarchical forms of inclusion 
shaped by gender and power relations. In this re-
gard, insights from Contact Hypothesis, which em-
phasizes that positive intergroup contact depends 
on conditions such as equality and institutional 
support (Allport, 1954), help explain why contact 
through marriage does not necessarily reduce 
prejudice. In addition, boundary-making processes 
(Wimmer, 2008) and everyday bordering practices 
(Yuval-Davis et al. 2018) provide useful lenses to 
understand how social boundaries are maintained, 
negotiated, or selectively crossed in everyday life. 
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Together, these perspectives allow for a more nu-
anced interpretation of why intermarriage does 
not necessarily produce reciprocal or egalitarian 
forms of integration. 

Methodologically, this study adopts a qualita-
tive research design. Data were collected through 
semi-structured interviews and analysed using 
thematic analysis (Kümbetoğlu, 2008). The analy-
sis focuses on themes such as cultural expecta-
tions, gender roles, and practices of acceptance 
and rejection, with particular attention to how 
these shape locally embedded integration pro-
cesses. 

The article is structured as follows. Following 
this introduction, the second section presents the-
oretical framework. The third section provides 
contextual background on mixed marriages in Tü-
rkiye and Yozgat. The fourth section outlines the 
methodology, including research design, data col-
lection, and analytical procedures. The fifth section 
presents and discusses the findings in relation to 
the theoretical framework. The final section con-
cludes with an overall assessment and offers pol-
icy-relevant implications. 

 
Mixed Marriages as Acculturation, Intergroup 
Contact, and Conditional Integration 
 
John W. Berry’s acculturation theory provides a 
useful starting point for understanding the dynam-
ics of interaction between migrants and host soci-
eties. It conceptualizes acculturation as a process 
of social, cultural, and institutional change emerg-
ing from sustained contact between groups with 
different cultural backgrounds (Berry, 1992; Sam & 
Berry, 2006). Within this framework, mixed mar-
riages can be understood as a form of prolonged 
intergroup contact that both reflects and shapes 
broader processes of social adaptation. Berry dis-
tinguishes four acculturation strategies: assimila-
tion, separation, integration, and marginalization 
(Berry, 1992). However, these strategies are not 
solely determined by migrants’ preferences; they 
are also shaped by host society attitudes, institu-
tional structures, and broader socio-political con-
texts (Atasü-Topçuoğlu, 2020; Zafer, 2016). In this 

sense, integration is not a neutral or universally ac-
cessible outcome but is mediated by power rela-
tions and social hierarchies. 

While acculturation theory offers an important 
classificatory framework, it remains insufficient to 
fully capture the dynamics observed in this study. 
Since it tends to privilege direct interpersonal con-
tact as the primary driver of attitudinal change, 
overlooking the role of mediated forms of interac-
tion and representation (Sam & Berry, 2006). To 
better address different dynamics of observed in 
this study, the analysis also draws on other com-
plementary theoretical perspectives. The Contact 
Hypothesis suggests that intergroup contact does 
not automatically reduce prejudice; rather, its ef-
fects depend on conditions such as equality, coop-
eration, and institutional support (Allport, 1954). 
This perspective helps explain why kinship-based 
contact through marriage does not necessarily 
translate into broader social acceptance. In addi-
tion, boundary-making approaches emphasize 
how social distinctions between “us” and “them” 
are actively constructed and negotiated in every-
day life, shaped by factors such as economic con-
ditions, political discourse, and media representa-
tions. These processes may reinforce exclusion or, 
alternatively, enable selective boundary-blurring 
(Wimmer, 2008). This perspective implies that 
host society’s and immigrant groups attitudes are 
different and produce different outcomes. Hence, 
integration does not follow a uniform trajectory but 
unfolds unevenly across different groups and posi-
tions. Applied to the context of Turkish-Syrian 
mixed marriages, this framework suggests that in-
termarriage may not necessarily produce equal or 
reciprocal forms of integration but rather it may re-
flect and reproduce existing social inequalities. 
Hence, it is relevant for understanding gendered 
and hierarchical patterns of inclusion observed in 
public discourse about mixed marriages. These 
frameworks allow for a more nuanced conceptual-
ization of integration as a selective, relational, and 
power-laden process, rather than a uniform or mu-
tually experienced outcome. Building on this, the 
study interprets Turkish-Syrian mixed marriages 
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as sites of “conditional integration,” where inclu-
sion remains contingent upon gender norms, social 
hierarchies, and locally negotiated boundaries. 
 
Mixed marriages in Türkiye and Yozgat 
 
At the national level, marriages between Syrian 
women and Turkish men (3,519) significantly out-
number those between Syrian men and Turkish 
women (1,219) (TÜİK, 2024). A similar pattern is ob-
served in Yozgat, where 22 marriages between 
Syrian women and Turkish men were recorded in 
2022-2023, while no marriages between Syrian 
men and Turkish women were reported (TÜİK, 
2024). This asymmetrical pattern suggests a gen-
dered dimension in the social acceptance of mixed 
marriages. As also observed in other regions of Tü-
rkiye (Gültekin et al., 2021), marriages between 
Turkish men and Syrian women tend to be more 
socially accepted than the reverse. This study in-
terprets such asymmetry as indicative of gendered 
and socially mediated boundaries shaping marital 
preferences and social acceptance.  

From a theoretical perspective, while Berry’s 
acculturation framework would consider such mar-
riages as sites of intergroup contact, the observed 
asymmetry suggests that contact itself is struc-
tured by gendered power relations and therefore 
does not necessarily lead to reciprocal or egalitar-
ian forms of integration. In this regard, a boundary-
oriented perspective (Wimmer, 2008) helps to ex-
plain how inclusion may occur selectively. Mar-
riages with migrant women may be more readily 
accepted as a form of conditional inclusion, 
whereas marriages with migrant men remain more 
socially constrained. 

These gendered patterns also mix with expec-
tations and perceived economic differences. Stud-
ies suggest that marriages between Turkish men 
and Syrian women are sometimes associated with 
lower perceived economic and social costs, as well 
as assumptions regarding women’s conformity to 
traditional gender roles (Akyüz & Tursun, 2019; 
Bulut, 2016; Doğaner, 2021; Ünal & Doğan, 2020). 
These dynamics have been analysed through the 

notion of a “marriage market,” where intermediar-
ies may facilitate matches, including informal or 
unregistered unions (Certel & Atasü-Topçuoğlu, 
2024). 

At the same time, public and media discourse 
appears to circulate ambivalent representations of 
Syrian women. While some narratives frame them 
as respectful and family-oriented, others portray 
them as competitors or potential threats, particu-
larly in relation to issues such as polygamy, divorce, 
and domestic roles (Certel & Atasü-Topçuoğlu, 
2022; Ezberci, 2015; Küçükşen, 2017). These rep-
resentations have been shown to shape social per-
ceptions and may influence how mixed marriages 
are interpreted within local contexts. The literature 
also indicates that women and children may face 
heightened vulnerabilities in migration processes, 
including risks of early or forced marriages and 
constraints on women’s agency (Şenol & Dinç, 
2016; Harunoğulları, 2021; Kaya, 2017, 2018a, 
2018b; Certel & Atasü-Topçuoğlu, 2024; Yaman, 
2017).  

Yozgat provides a particularly relevant context 
for examining these dynamics. Mixed marriages 
are a relatively recent and increasingly visible phe-
nomenon in a setting where interactions with mi-
grants have historically been limited. The province 
has been described as having a predominantly pa-
triarchal social structure, with marriage practices 
often shaped by traditional gender norms (Gedik et 
al., 2020; Gedik & Akçıl, 2020). Existing research 
on Turkish-Syrian marriages has largely focused 
on south-eastern provinces such as Osmaniye, 
Mardin, Gaziantep, and Şanlıurfa (Akyüz & Tursun, 
2019; Bulut, 2016; Certel & Atasü-Topçuoğlu, 
2024; Doğaner, 2021; Ezberci, 2015; İncetahtacı, 
2020; Ünal & Doğan, 2020), while studies in Central 
Anatolia remain limited. One study conducted in 
Yozgat examines marriages with Moroccan 
women, highlighting how rural demographic dy-
namics and gendered expectations shape such un-
ions (Özmen et al., 2024). References to Moroccan 
brides also emerged in the present study’s field-
work, suggesting the relevance of these earlier 
findings for understanding local perceptions. This 
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study examines how Turkish-Syrian mixed mar-
riages are perceived in Yozgat and what local con-
structions of the “Syrian bride” reveal about host-
society attitudes toward integration.  
 
Method 

 
This study employs a qualitative research design to 
examine how residents of Yozgat perceive Turk-
ish-Syrian mixed marriages. Data were collected 
through semi-structured in-depth interviews con-
ducted both face-to-face and online between 
March and May 2025. A purposive sampling strat-
egy was used to capture diverse perspectives from 
rural and urban areas, including individuals with 
Turkish-Syrian marriages in their social networks. 
In total, 15 interviews were conducted and to fur-
ther explore women’s perspectives, an additional 
focus group discussion with 4 women was con-
ducted, bringing the total sample to 19 participants 
(11 women and 8 men). Participants’ ages ranged 
from 25 to 70 for women and 38 to 69 for men. 

The study’s methodological choices are 
grounded in established qualitative research prac-
tices. Qualitative research is particularly useful for 
exploring how and why certain attitudes and per-
ceptions emerge within specific social contexts. 
Rather than aiming for generalization, it seeks to 
understand participants’ diverse and context-spe-
cific perspectives in depth (Büyüköztürk et al, 
2008). Since this study focuses on local people’s 
perceptions, attitudes, and everyday interpreta-
tions surrounding mixed marriages, a qualitative 
approach was considered the most appropriate.  

In-depth interviews were employed as a 
method of data collection, following guidelines by 
Kümbetoğlu (2008), who emphasizes that open-
ended questioning and iterative clarification facili-
tate a deep understanding of participants’ per-
spectives. Thematic analysis was used to identify 
recurring patterns and generate answers to the re-
search questions. The analysis followed an itera-
tive process of coding, category development, and 
theme refinement. Key themes included percep-
tions of Syrians, evaluations of mixed marriages, 
gender roles, and interpretations of adaptation. 

The important point these findings reflect how 
local residents interpret Turkish-Syrian mixed mar-
riages rather than the experiences of Syrian indi-
viduals themselves. The sample is limited to a spe-
cific context -Yozgat- and a relatively small group 
of participants, and thus the findings are not gen-
eralizable but provide context-specific insights.  

Ethical approval was obtained from the Ethics 
Committee of Hacettepe University (Meeting No: 
2025/02, 21 January 2025) 
 
Findings and Discussion 
 
The analysis of interviews with residents of Yozgat 
revealed three interrelated thematic domains: (1) 
perceptions of Syrians and the construction of so-
cial boundaries, (2) mixed marriages as socially reg-
ulated and conditional arrangements, and (3) as-
sessments of these marriages in relation to social 
adaptation and gender. 
 
Perceptions of Syrians and the Construction of 
Social Boundaries 
 
Participants’ perceptions of Syrians were shaped 
by a combination of economic considerations and 
moral evaluations. Acceptance was often linked to 
perceived usefulness in the labour market and con-
formity to local social and gender norms, and devi-
ation from these expectations tended to reinforce 
social distance and exclusion. 
 
Differentiated Perceptions Through Everyday 
Contact 
 
Some interviewees who interacted with Syrians as 
neighbours, relatives, or in everyday settings de-
scribed more nuanced and individualized percep-
tions. Instead of relying on generalized patterns, 
these participants emphasized their personal ex-
periences and interpersonal relationships. Reli-
gious identity emerged as an important moral ref-
erence point in these accounts. Echoing findings 
by Gökarıksel and Secor (2020), several partici-
pants referred to Islamic values as a reason to 
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avoid discriminatory behaviour; while simultane-
ously expressing discomfort with certain practices 
they associated with Syrians. 

“I am a Muslim, and I am stuck in a dilemma re-
garding religion. If I behave badly, how will I answer 
to Allah? If I behave well, I see many troubling 
things.” (17: Female, 30 years old, single, high 
school graduate, civil servant) 

In a context often characterized as nationalist-
conservative (Dursunoğlu, 2019; Gedik et al., 
2020), this reflects a tension between religious 
proximity and perceived social or cultural distance. 
Religious affinity may facilitate forms of moral in-
clusion, but it does not necessarily eliminate under-
lying boundaries. 

References to coexistence with Iraqis and Syri-
ans during the Ottoman period were used both 
positively and negatively, reinforcing this ambiva-
lence. From the perspective of acculturation the-
ory, religious affinity may support integration, 
whereas discourses emphasizing ethnic distance 
(e.g., notions of racial corruption or cowardice) en-
courage attitudes of separation or assimilation. 
This tension between inclusive religious frame-
works and exclusionary nationalist boundaries 
fragments integration process. 
 
Positive Perceptions Based on Economic and So-
cial Utility 
 
Positive evaluations of Syrians were frequently 
grounded in their perceived economic contribu-
tions. Participants described Syrians as hardwork-
ing, reliable, compliant, and willing to accept lower 
wages, particularly in sectors such as construction, 
agriculture, and manual labour. These findings are 
consistent with previous research (Ezberci, 2015). 
Positive perceptions also extended to Syrian 
women’s marriages to Turkish men. Syrian brides 
were often viewed as addressing a perceived 
shortage of marriageable women in rural areas. 

“If there were no Syrian women, our men would 
be miserable. It's good that Syrians got married; 
there was war, they came.” (2: Female, 56 years old, 
married, primary school graduate) 

This aligns with earlier findings in Yozgat, which 
highlight how internal migration of Turkish women 
to urban areas limits local marriage options for men 
(Özmen et al., 2024). Migrant women were often 
perceived as more willing to adopt traditional gen-
der roles and as cost-benefited choices. 
 
Negative Perceptions Prejudice and Social Anxi-
ety 
 
Participants also expressed a range of negative 
perceptions, often framed through moral, cultural, 
and security-related concerns. Some participants, 
described Syrians using stigmatizing language 
such as “dirty”, including references to moral de-
cline, disorder, or criminality such as “forming 
gangs”. Some participants also voiced fears re-
lated to demographic change, political influence, or 
social disruption. 

“I think refugees are damaging our society in 
terms of values and morals. Tomorrow, there will 
also be a political aspect.” (15: Male, 38 years old, 
married, associate degree graduate) 

Such concerns reflect broader anxieties about 
social change. Under Türkiye’s temporary protec-
tion policy, Syrians do not possess political rights 
such as participation in local or national elections, 
and their access to rights -such as residence, social 
assistance, and services- remains conditional and 
time-bound. Fears related to political influence or 
long-term institutional transformation may be in-
terpreted as perceived rather than empirically 
grounded risks, shaped by uncertainty and wider 
public discourse. 

Economic grievances were also prominent, with 
participants claiming that Syrians increased rents, 
reduced job opportunities, or benefited dispropor-
tionately from state resources. Similar narratives 
have been documented in other regions of Türkiye 
(Gökarıksel & Secor, 2020), suggesting that such 
concerns are not unique to Yozgat. 

These findings suggest that perceptions of Syr-
ians are structured through socially mediated 
boundaries that differentiate between acceptable 
and non-acceptable forms of presence. Existing 
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contact appears to be shaped more by asymmetric 
power relations than by conditions of equality. 

In line with Berry’s framework, mixed marriages 
may represent sites of intergroup contact; how-
ever, the findings indicate that such contact is not 
inherently integrative. While religious affinity may 
enable symbolic closeness, ethnic difference con-
tinues to underpin perceptions of incompatibility. 
Acceptance remains largely instrumental framed 
around Syrian men’s roles as low-wage workers 
and women’s as “docile” spouses. Hence, in line 
with contact hypothesis (Allport, 1954) despite in-
tergroup contact prejudices persist in Yozgat. This 
pattern reflects the limits of intergroup contact in 
reducing prejudice under relations of inequality. 
 
Mixed Marriages as Socially Regulated and Con-
ditional Arrangements 
 
Participants expressed differentiating views re-
garding Turkish-Syrian mixed marriages. Some ar-
gued that these unions enable Turkish men who 
face difficulties in finding local spouses to marry, 
thereby contributing to family formation and social 
stability. Others, however, viewed such marriages 
as a source of cultural disruption, social tension, 
and moral decline. Concerns about cultural incom-
patibility and even notions of “racial mixing” were 
also articulated. 

“I don't want our race to mix. I don't want my son 
to marry a Syrian girl. There will be cultural differ-
ences, it will be mixed” (.” (6: Female, 36 years old, 
married, primary school graduate, shopkeeper) 

While previous research suggests that mixed 
marriages may reduce social distance (Tütüncüler, 
2023), it also raises questions about their integra-
tive potential (Hadimli et al., 2022; Er, 2024). The 
findings of this study reflect this ambivalence. On 
the one hand, mixed marriages create sustained 
social contact and kinship ties that may blur social 
boundaries at the individual and extended family 
levels. On the other hand, participants’ narratives 
about morality, culture, and racialized anxieties re-
veal ongoing boundary making in the evaluation of 
these marriages. Thus, rather than fully dissolving 

boundaries, mixed marriages in Yozgat appear to 
simultaneously soften and reproduce them. 
 
Matchmaking Practices and the Transformation 
of Marriage Norms 
 
Participants consistently reported that mixed mar-
riages in Yozgat are not formed spontaneously but 
are typically arranged through intermediaries. 
These intermediaries were described as actively 
facilitating matches in exchange for payment, 
leading some participants to characterize the sys-
tem as having “become a business.”  

Payments to intermediaries, alongside bride-
wealth and other forms of financial exchange, were 
presented as central components of the process. 
Respondents noted substantial cost difference: 
marrying a Turkish woman reportedly costs 
700,000-1,000,000 TL, whereas marriages to 
Syrian women were previously around 10,000 TL 
and now between 30,000-60,000 TL, and identi-
fied this difference as a reason for men’s choice.  

“Men are basically having unofficial relation-
ships under the guise of a religious marriage.” (16: 
Male, 57 years old, married, university graduate, re-
tired) 

Participants also indicated that many of these 
marriages are conducted only through religious 
ceremonies (imam marriages) without formal civil 
registration. This situation limits women’s access 
to legal rights associated with marriage. 

Described practices differ in important ways 
from traditional forms of arranged marriage in Tü-
rkiye. In conventional matchmaking, intermediar-
ies -often relatives or community members- facili-
tate introductions without receiving direct pay-
ment. Bridewealth is typically transferred to the 
bride’s family, and wedding expenses are largely 
covered by the groom’s side. Moreover, spouse se-
lection is generally a family-mediated process in 
which both sides -particularly parents- play a cen-
tral role in evaluating and deciding on potential 
matches. This process is embedded in kinship rela-
tions and involves reciprocal negotiation between 
families and nearly always means formal civil regis-
tered marriage.  
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In contrast, participants described mixed mar-
riages as less embedded in these traditional struc-
tures. Spouse selection was often perceived as 
more strongly driven by men’s individual prefer-
ences, with more limited involvement from ex-
tended family networks. As a result, decision-mak-
ing in these cases appeared less reciprocal and less 
rooted in collective family negotiation. 

Our findings are broadly consistent with previ-
ous research on the commercialization of cross-
border marriages (Certel & Atasü-Topçuoğlu, 
2024; Özmen et al. 2024). However, some partici-
pants’ accounts offer that such intermediary-me-
diated arrangements involving financial exchanges 
may be increasingly perceived as “normal” in the 
local context. The concern is when intermediaries 
are involved, these marriages may be linked to 
broader transnational economic networks, raising 
questions about unequal power relations, vulnera-
bilities, and the commodification of women. 

Unequal socio-economic and legal statuses, 
combined with unequal power relations, appear to 
structure the formation of these marriages, result-
ing in sustained social contact under conditions of 
inequality. In this sense, these arrangements not 
only reflect but also reproduce existing hierarchies 
through their normalization, particularly in relation 
to Syrian women. 
 
Host society’s views on Motivations of Turkish 
men and Syrian women for Mixed Marriages 
 
Participants often evaluate mixed marriages 
through a pragmatic, cost-benefit lens. This utili-
tarian mode of reasoning appears to shape host-
society perceptions, framing mixed marriages less 
as cultural or emotional unions and more as socially 
and economically negotiated arrangements. How-
ever, this evaluation does not replace cultural con-
siderations; rather, it operates alongside and within 
existing ethnic and moral boundaries. Participants 
attributed Syrian women’s motivations primarily to 
war-related displacement, financial hardship, and 
the search for stability. Some participants sug-
gested more instrumental motivations, such as ac-
cess to residence, citizenship, or improved living 

conditions. Turkish men’s motivations, in turn, 
were commonly explained through difficulties in 
finding local spouses, the high costs associated 
with marriage to Turkish women, and the percep-
tion that Syrian women are more compliant, family-
oriented, and “low cost”. 

“In Yozgat, it's already the poor people who 
marry Syrians.” (3: Male, 68 years old, married, mid-
dle school graduate, mukhtar) 

Beyond these cost-framing and gendered ex-
planations, participants also located mixed mar-
riages within broader moral and boundary-making 
processes that define who is considered socially 
and culturally compatible. Participants also evalu-
ated mixed marriages through ethnic and sectarian 
distinctions. In Yozgat, where nationalist and con-
servative norms are socially dominant (Dur-
sunoğlu, 2019; Gedik et al., 2020), marriage bound-
aries have historically been shaped by religious and 
ethnic hierarchies. For example, some participants 
noted that Sunnis in Yozgat may “take” brides from 
Alevi villages, they are reluctant to “give” their 
daughters in return. Similar distinctions appeared 
in discussions of Syrian brides: Turkmen women 
were described as more culturally compatible, 
whereas Arab women were sometimes portrayed 
as less suitable.  

"If I had another son, I would find a Turkmen Syr-
ian bride, not an Arab; our customs are not suitable. 
Turkmen women are suitable." (12: Male, 69 years 
old, married, primary school graduate) 

This quote highlights that acceptance is selec-
tive and operates within pre-existing moral and ra-
cial boundaries, shaping who is considered suitable 
for integration (Taillandier & Maisonneuve, 2005). 

According to participants, men’s motivations 
were frequently framed in patriarchal terms of 
“protection,” while women were labelled as “Syrian 
brides,” a category shaped by traditional norms and 
moral expectations. These interpretations are con-
sistent with previous research (Harunoğulları, 
2021; Kaya, 2017, 2018a; Ünal & Doğan, 2020; Ya-
man, 2017). Participants narratives tend to obscure 
underlying power inequalities, as Syrian women 
portrayed simultaneously as vulnerable individuals 
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seeking security and as opportunistic actors pur-
suing legal or economic gain. This ambivalent por-
trayal -both “ideal” and “problematic”, both de-
pendent but threatening- suggests that social ac-
ceptance is conditional upon conformity to gen-
dered expectations and perceived cultural com-
patibility.  These contradictory public images mir-
ror findings from other contexts (Hsia, 1997) and 
highlight how mixed marriages are shaped by am-
bivalence, mutual suspicion, and unequal power re-
lations rather than straightforward integration. 

 
Gendered Consequences of Mixed Marriages 
 
This theme firstly examines how Syrian brides in 
mixed marriages are perceived by participants in 
terms of women’s everyday visibility, social partic-
ipation, and positioning within family and commu-
nity life. Secondly it examines subthemes of rivalry, 
rumours. 
 
Perceptions of Syrian Brides’ Adaptation 
 
Participants reported frequently encountering 
Syrian women in neighbourhoods, schools, courts, 
and public institutions, indicating a degree of eve-
ryday visibility. However, opinions diverged regard-
ing adaptation. Some participants argued that Syr-
ian brides had integrated and felt comfortable, oth-
ers emphasized language barriers and cultural dif-
ferences. 

Many respondents indicated that Syrian 
women’s social participation remains limited, often 
confined to the domestic sphere. Similar findings 
have been reported in other contexts, where for-
eign brides experience marriage primarily within 
household settings (Gönül, 2020; Karaçizmeli, 
2023). From an acculturation perspective, mean-
ingful contact is central to integration (Sam & 
Berry, 2006); yet Syrian women’s interaction with 
the broader community appears restricted.  

Syrian women’s experiences in mixed mar-
riages were described as shaped by multiple vul-
nerabilities, including domestic violence, social iso-
lation, and expectations of unpaid domestic labour. 
Language barriers, co-residence with extended 

families, and limited access to healthcare or citi-
zenship further intensify these challenges. While 
these conditions are linked to mixed marriages, 
they also reflect broader patriarchal norms in 
Yozgat (Çakır, 2020), suggesting that women’s ex-
periences of adaptation are not reflecting their 
agency but it reproduces existing gender inequali-
ties rather than fully. 

“After a while, they adapt, like a strange bird that 
must adapt. They adapt to their husband's region 
and customs. Sometimes we meet them some-
where, and because Syrians resemble Turkish 
women, I think they are Turkish.” (8: Male, 63 years 
old, married, primary school graduate, retired) 

Participants also emphasized differences be-
tween women from urban and rural backgrounds. 
Syrian brides from cities were described as strug-
gling to adapt to village life and initially facing sus-
picion. Over time, however, increased familiarity 
sometimes led to greater acceptance. Here, adap-
tation appears shaped not only by national identity 
but also by rural-urban sociocultural positioning.  

Mixed marriages may provide opportunities for 
social contact; however, women’s confinement to 
the domestic sphere, combined with language bar-
riers and restrictive gender norms, appears to limit 
the scope and quality of such contact. As a result, 
the potential of these interactions to reduce preju-
dice and foster broader social acceptance remains 
constrained. 

Furthermore, as elaborated below, social inter-
actions between Syrian and local women are 
framed through competition instead of collabora-
tion, and the absence of institutional mechanisms 
to support these unions further hinders social inte-
gration. Mixed marriages in Yozgat do not simply 
blur boundaries; instead, they may become sites 
where new social borders are produced. Even 
when they foster interpersonal familiarity, they 
might continue to reproduce underlying social dis-
tinctions and hierarchies. 
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Gendered Comparisons, Rumours and Boundary 
Reinforcement 
 
Participants indicated that Turkish-Syrian mixed 
marriages also reshape local women’s marital ex-
periences. A recurring theme in the data was the 
comparison between Turkish and Syrian women, 
particularly in relation to obedience, sexuality, and 
fertility. These comparisons were described as in-
fluencing men’s expectations and women’s per-
ceived position within the local marriage context. 

"Of course, it was bad for some girls; the men 
went and married Syrian women. …For example, I 
am 29 years old, and my options have decreased 
now. A man my age can marry a younger woman in-
stead of me, he can marry a 16-year-old migrant, 
and they don't even ask the girl's opinion. The man 
works for three months, earns 60,000 TL, and 
goes and gets the girl. Before, he had to convince 
me, but Turkish men no longer put up with Turkish 
girls here.” (7: Female, 29 years old, single, univer-
sity graduate) 

“Turkish women oppress men because they 
know their rights and demand their rights after di-
vorce, so at least men marry foreigners. They are 
more protective of their husbands. For example, 
my wife is a foreigner, and she is washing even my 
feet. Foreign women are loyal to their husbands 
and have a fear of losing them.” (13: Male, 37 years 
old, married, high school graduate) 

This statement reflects a broader narrative in 
which Turkish women are constructed as demand-
ing or “rights-claiming,” while migrant women are 
seen as more compliant and dependent partners. 
Such comparisons operate not merely as individual 
preferences but as mechanisms of control. By con-
trasting Syrian and Turkish women, men construct 
an idealized image of the “docile” wife and use this 
image to discipline expectations within marriage 
(Certel & Atasü-Topcuoğlu, 2024). Whether Syrian 
women are actually more compliant is less central 
than the fact that such comparisons reinforce male 
authority and reproduce gender hierarchies. 

Participants also described how rumours and 
stigmatizing narratives about Syrian women circu-

late in everyday life. During a focus group discus-
sion, for instance, participants repeated a rumour 
that Syrian women wearing headscarves walked 
“naked under their coats.” Although they could not 
identify a concrete source and briefly questioned 
its plausibility, the rumour was nonetheless reiter-
ated. This pattern illustrates how prejudice may be 
reproduced through informal communication, 
even in the absence of direct evidence. Sometimes 
rumours may function as mechanisms of othering, 
reinforcing symbolic boundaries and moral distinc-
tions between “local” and “migrant” women.  

Participants expressed variable attitudes to-
ward the broader social implications of mixed mar-
riages. Some described increased familiarity at the 
family level, this did not necessarily translate into 
improved intergroup relations: 

“I have a grandchild with my Syrian daughter-in-
law. She became part of our family 11-12 years ago. 
We have to love her.” (1: Woman, 70 years old, mar-
ried, primary school graduate)  

“Processes are easier within the family, but it 
doesn't have a positive effect on Syrian-Turkish re-
lations." (10: Woman, 25 years old, single, high 
school graduate) 

These statements suggest that acceptance 
may emerge through prolonged kinship ties yet re-
main largely confined to the private sphere. Famili-
arity within the family does not necessarily extend 
to broader social inclusion. 

The perceived “adaptation” of Syrian women 
may be tied to conformity and limited visibility, and 
lack of equal participation. Even though mixed 
marriages create opportunities for contact, this 
contact appears to be structured by gendered 
power relations and unequal social positions. So, 
mixed marriages do not dissolve social boundaries 
but rather reorganize them, operating as sites of 
conditional integration, where inclusion remains 
selective and contingent upon gender norms, so-
cial hierarchies, and locally negotiated boundaries. 
 
Conclusion 
 
This study examined how Turkish-Syrian mixed 
marriages are perceived by the local population in 
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Yozgat and whether such unions contribute to 
broader processes of adaptation.  Berry’s accul-
turation framework would conceptualize such 
marriages as sites of intergroup contact, but the 
findings demonstrate that they cannot be treated 
as straightforward indicators of integration. In-
stead, they are shaped by economic calculation, 
gender norms, and socially constructed bounda-
ries. 

The findings illustrate processes of boundary-
making (Wimmer, 2008), where inclusion operates 
selectively. Participants’ discourse shows that Syr-
ian brides may be incorporated into family struc-
tures under specific conditions -particularly when 
conforming to expected female role- while Syrian 
grooms remain largely unacceptable. This high-
lights how integration is shaped by gendered and 
hierarchical criteria. 

Participants frequently framed Turkish men as 
constrained by rising marriage costs and changing 
gender expectations, normalizing men’s agency in 
partner selection while rendering women’s limited 
autonomy less visible. At the same time, Syrian 
brides were evaluated in contradictory ways: they 
were praised when conforming to traditional roles 
yet criticized through moralizing and stigmatizing 
discourses. Comparisons between Syrian and 
Turkish women, particularly around obedience, 
sexuality, and domestic roles, function as mecha-
nisms that reinforce male authority and reproduce 
gender hierarchies. 

From the perspective of the host society, mixed 
marriages are often interpreted through a cost-
benefit logic, where perceived economic and social 
advantages shape acceptance. However, this 
pragmatic evaluation does not eliminate cultural 
boundaries; rather, it operates alongside ethnic, 
moral, and gendered distinctions. The findings 
align with insights from the Contact Hypothesis of 
Allport, which imply that contact alone does not 
lead to positive integration outcomes unless con-
ditions of equality and cooperation are met. In 
Yozgat, such conditions appear limited.  

Mixed marriages should be examined not only 
as interpersonal unions, but also as socially embed-
ded processes shaped by class, gender, religion, 

and public discourse. Public perceptions of mixed 
marriages in Yozgat support the concept of condi-
tional integration, in which inclusion is selective 
and contingent upon economic utility, cultural 
proximity, and conformity to local norms.  

From a policy perspective, the results under-
score the importance of ensuring Syrian women’s 
access to legal rights, official marriage registration, 
social support mechanisms, and community-based 
services that reduce gender-based stigma. Future 
research would benefit from incorporating Syrian 
women’s own perspectives and examining how 
varying levels of social contact influence local per-
ceptions. 

Ultimately, mixed marriages in Yozgat reveal 
that integration is not a simple or neutral process. 
It is a gendered, negotiated, and power-laden pro-
cess in which integration and inequality coexist. 
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