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Abstract 

Background: The rapid increase in the use of generative AI tools today has led to an acceleration of AI-generated 

content within the information ecosystem. Many concrete examples from the past show that AI systems, powered 

by algorithms, present biased portrayals in imagery concerning disadvantaged groups. Therefore, the question 

arises as to how algorithm-based generative AI systems will act as gatekeepers in shaping societal perceptions of 

immigrant populations, which constitute the largest quantitative base among disadvantaged groups. 

Objective: This study aims to discuss the potential impact of algorithm-based generative AI systems on the 

construction of societal perceptions of immigrants, who constitute the largest segment of disadvantaged groups, 

considering existing literature and concrete examples. 

Method: The study is based on a conceptual research approach, and the discussion is conducted in light of prior 

literature and concrete examples. 

Finding: Numerous research studies have shown that generative AI tools transfer the tradition of stereotyping 

borrowed from traditional media into algorithms when depicting migrants. These depictions often include 

stereotypes of Arab, African, and Latin American races, particularly in unsettling situations. As a result of these 

findings, generative AI systems are concluded to fuel anti-immigrant sentiment in society and pave the way for 

the acceleration of anti-immigrant far-right regimes. 

Conclusion: The study concludes that generative AI systems, in their depictions of migrants, act as gatekeepers 

producing biased results, potentially posing certain societal risks by undermining cultural diversity. In this context, 

it is believed that expanding the experimental research included in this study to increase awareness of these risks 

and improve information literacy will illuminate the information pathway at the intersection of migration and 

artificial intelligence. 

Keywords: Algorithm, Gatekeeping, Migration studies, Immigrant, Generative artificial intelligence. 
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