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Views of Forestry Engineering Candidates on the Concept of Biopiracy 
within the Framework of Environmental Awareness 

ABSTRACT 

Environmental awareness contributes to people's understanding of the dangers or problems arising from human 
behavior towards the natural environment and to the principle of sustainability. The concept of biopiracy, which 
refers to the appropriation of traditional knowledge based on biodiversity belonging to indigenous communities 
under intellectual property regimes without benefit sharing, is described as a new phenomenon frequently used in 
the literature in recent years. This research aims to raise awareness about biopiracy within the framework of 
environmental consciousness. It also offers suggestions for preserving traditional knowledge based on biodiversity. 
This study includes the opinions and suggestions of prospective forestry engineers, who prioritize the protection 
and sustainable management of biodiversity and ecosystems, regarding biopiracy. The research was conducted 
using a qualitative method with interview techniques. The sample group for this study consisted of fourth-year 
students from the Forestry Engineering department of the university where the research was conducted. Data was 
collected using an "interview form" approach, and detailed information was obtained through "semi-structured 
interviews." Data obtained through the interview form were interpreted thematically under subheadings, and a 
"descriptive analysis approach" was used. It was determined that existing studies in the literature mostly focus on 
the concept of biopiracy and that research is conducted within this scope; this research, however, addresses the 
concept of biopiracy in a broader context, encompassing the legal relationship between intellectual property rights 
and living species. The research findings reveal that prospective forestry engineering students have limited 
knowledge and awareness levels regarding the concept of biopiracy (intellectual property and patent issues). 
Accordingly, it was determined that the number of courses dedicated to the subject in biopiracy-related education 
programs should be increased. In addition, it was found that biopiracy causes serious ecological, economic, and 
cultural damage; therefore, it was concluded that education is one of the most important and effective strategies in 
combating biopiracy. 
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