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Abstract 
This article presents a systematic analysis of the historical development, institutional transformations, and contemporary 

challenges of book publishing across the African continent. The study adopts a broad chronological perspective, ranging from early 
manuscript traditions in regions such as Timbuktu and North Africa to colonial-era printing activities, missionary publishing 
practices, post-independence national publishing policies, and recent processes of digital transformation within the context of 
globalization. The analysis demonstrates that the African publishing sector is shaped by key structural factors, including linguistic 
diversity, limited readership capacity, copyright regulation, distribution infrastructure, and varying levels of state support. These 
factors collectively influence both the constraints and the developmental potential of publishing systems across the continent. The 
findings indicate that digital technologies, international cooperation, and expanding access to knowledge create new opportunities for 
the sustainable development of African publishing. The integration of traditional publishing practices with contemporary technological 
systems is identified as a central pathway for strengthening the position of African publishing within the global knowledge economy. 
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Öz 
Bu çalışma, Afrika kıtasında kitap yayıncılığının tarihsel gelişimini, kurumsal dönüşüm süreçlerini ve güncel sorunlarını 

sistematik bir yaklaşımla incelemektedir. Araştırma, Timbuktu ve Kuzey Afrika’daki yazma eser geleneklerinden başlayarak 
sömürge dönemi matbaa faaliyetleri ve misyoner yayıncılığına, bağımsızlık sonrası ulusal yayın politikalarına ve küreselleşme 
bağlamında dijital dönüşüm süreçlerine uzanan geniş bir tarihsel çerçeveye dayanmaktadır. Analiz, Afrika yayıncılık sektörünün 
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dilsel çeşitlilik, sınırlı okur kitlesi, telif düzenlemeleri, dağıtım altyapısı ve devlet desteği gibi temel yapısal unsurlar tarafından 
şekillendirildiğini ortaya koymaktadır. Bu unsurlar, kıta genelinde yayıncılık sistemlerinin hem sınırlılıklarını hem de gelişim 
potansiyelini belirleyen başlıca faktörlerdir. Elde edilen bulgular, dijital teknolojiler, uluslararası işbirliği ve bilgiye erişimin 
genişlemesiyle birlikte Afrika yayıncılığının sürdürülebilir gelişimi için yeni olanakların ortaya çıktığını göstermektedir. Geleneksel 
yayıncılık pratikleri ile modern teknolojik araçların bütünleştirilmesi, Afrika yayıncılığının küresel bilgi ekonomisindeki 
konumunu güçlendiren temel bir strateji olarak değerlendirilmektedir. 

Anahtar Kavramlar: Afrika’da kitap yayıncılığı, yazma eser kültürü, sözlü gelenekler, sömürge dönemi, ulusal yayın 
politikası, dijital yayıncılık 

 

 Introduction 

Although the African continent possesses a rich oral and written cultural heritage, it has long 

been positioned at the periphery of global publishing historiography. Nevertheless, book publishing in 

African countries has followed a complex and multifaceted trajectory, encompassing both ancient 

manuscript traditions and contemporary publishing systems. This trajectory reflects the interaction of 

indigenous knowledge systems, religious institutions, colonial transformations, and modern 

technological developments, all of which have contributed to the formation of diverse regional 

publishing models across the continent. 

Historically, African book culture cannot be understood solely through written traditions, as oral 

transmission has played a central role in preserving knowledge, cultural memory, and social 

organization. The coexistence of oral and written forms has created a distinctive intellectual 

environment in which manuscripts, storytelling, and educational practices functioned as 

complementary systems. Over time, these traditional structures were reshaped by external influences, 

particularly through religious expansion and colonial intervention, which introduced new languages, 

technologies, and institutional frameworks into the publishing sphere. 

The objective of this article is to systematically examine the historical evolution and current state 

of book publishing in African countries, while identifying the principal challenges and development 

opportunities within a scholarly framework. Particular attention is devoted to regional differences, the 

impact of colonial legacies, and the transformation of publishing systems in the post-independence 

period. The study also seeks to highlight the role of national policies, educational institutions, and 

technological innovations in shaping contemporary publishing practices. The significance of this 

research lies in the fact that, under conditions of globalization and digitalization, the African publishing 

sector encounters both expanding opportunities and persistent structural constraints. Linguistic 

diversity, limited readership, restricted economic resources, underdeveloped distribution networks, 

and limited access to international markets remain key factors shaping the development of this field. 

At the same time, digital technologies, online platforms, and emerging publishing initiatives offer new 

possibilities for increasing visibility, accessibility, and global integration. In methodological terms, this 
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research adopts historical-analytical, comparative, and theoretical approaches to provide a structured 

analysis of regional variations in African book publishing, its post-independence transformation, and 

its ongoing digital evolution. Through a comparative framework, the study evaluates similarities and 

differences among North, West, East, and Southern African publishing systems, thereby offering a 

comprehensive understanding of the continent’s publishing landscape. Ultimately, this article aims to 

contribute to the broader field of publishing studies by situating African book culture within global 

historiography, while emphasizing its unique historical depth, cultural diversity, and contemporary 

relevance. 

Historical Foundations of Book Culture in Africa 

Early Forms of Writing and Book Culture 

The development of book culture in Africa is directly linked to the evolution of writing systems. 

The civilization of ancient Egypt, emerging in the Nile Valley, represents a prominent example in this 

regard. Hieroglyphic, hieratic, and demotic scripts were not merely instruments of communication; 

they served as tools for state administration, religious rituals, and the preservation of scientific 

knowledge. Texts prepared on papyrus were organized according to distinct genres and structures: 

religious, legal, medical, and philosophical writings were categorized separately. This systematic 

structuring reflects the methodical nature of book culture. Papyrus scrolls functioned not only as 

carriers of information but also as pillars of social and institutional organization. 

The materials used in manuscript production, including papyrus, plant fibers, and animal skins, 

varied across regions (Ismayilov, Qasimli, & Mahammadli, 2025). Manuscripts encompassed not only 

religious content but also scientific disciplines such as astronomy, mathematics, medicine, and 

philosophy (Aliyeva, İsmayilov, & Mahammadli, 2025a). 

The Influence of Oral Tradition 

Oral culture in Africa functioned as a complementary counterpart to written culture. Griots and 

storytellers transmitted knowledge across generations, preserving historical events, genealogical 

information, and legal norms. Oral traditions were essential not only for safeguarding information but 

also for shaping cultural identity. In West African centers such as Timbuktu and Gao, there existed a 

synthesis of oral tradition and written manuscripts. Storytellers memorized historical and legal 

knowledge through rhythmic and narrative forms, facilitating the preservation and transmission of 

knowledge. 
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The Influence of Islam and Manuscript Centers 

The spread of Islam across the African continent in the 7th–8th centuries marked a new stage 

in book culture. Timbuktu emerged as a major intellectual center for the production and preservation 

of religious and scientific manuscripts. Scientific manuscripts covered mathematics, astronomy, 

medicine, and philosophy. Madrasas and libraries used manuscripts not only for religious instruction 

but also for preserving scientific and historical knowledge. 

The reproduction of manuscripts was a complex process involving teacher–student 

transmission, calligraphy, binding, and decorative practices (Barber & Newell, 2025). Manuscripts were 

valued both as informational resources and as aesthetic-cultural artifacts (Khalafova & Ismayilov, 

2024). 

Christian Africa and Regional Specificities 

Ethiopia holds a unique position in African book culture. Christian manuscripts written in Ge’ez, 

church libraries, and historical chronicles contributed to the preservation of cultural heritage. Along 

the East African coast, religious presses emerged under the influence of Christian missions. 

North Africa was dominated by Arabic-Islamic manuscript traditions, while West Africa 

reflected a synthesis of oral and written cultures. East Africa demonstrated missionary and Swahili-

language influences, whereas Southern Africa combined oral traditions with missionary activities 

(Ismayilov, K., Ismayilov, N., & Mammadova, 2019). 

Contacts with Europe and Later Developments 

Until the 15th century, African book culture was regionally diverse yet internally coherent. North 

and West Africa were characterized by manuscript and scientific centers, whereas East and Southern 

Africa were shaped by religious and missionary influences. This cultural landscape underwent 

significant transformation during the colonial period. 

Book Publishing in Africa during the Colonial Period 

Role of European Missionaries 

Between the 16th and 20th centuries, European missionaries significantly expanded religious 

and educational printing activities. Missionary publications primarily included school textbooks, 

religious texts, and didactic works. Educational materials and publishing practices contributed to the 

gradual institutionalization of literacy and written culture (Bayramov, İsmayilov, & Mahammadli, 

2025). Missionary presses influenced regions differently. In areas such as Kenya and Uganda, larger 

print runs were observed. Missionaries also contributed to the development of written forms of local 
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languages, thereby enhancing literacy levels. Although printing in African languages remained limited, 

missionary activity played a bridging role between oral and written traditions. 

Influence of Colonial Administration 

Colonial administrations shaped the linguistic and institutional framework of publishing. British 

colonies adopted English as the dominant publishing language, while French colonies prioritized 

French. In other regions, Dutch and Portuguese influences were also evident.  

The selection of publication language reflected both administrative and educational priorities 

(Jeppie, 2026). While colonial systems promoted literacy through formal education and religious 

printing, they also constrained the development of indigenous cultural publishing traditions (Aliyeva, 

İsmayilov, & Mahammadli, 2025b). 

Printing Technology and Publishing Infrastructure 

Missionary and colonial presses were characterized by small print runs, limited distribution 

networks, and restricted copyright structures. These structural limitations influenced the development 

of publishing systems (Khalafova, Mahammadli, & Manafova, 2025; Kazimi & Agamirzaev, 2021). 

Regional disparities became evident: Eastern and Southern Africa developed smaller-scale publishing 

systems, whereas North and West Africa retained stronger manuscript and hybrid traditions. 

Contemporary Research Perspectives 

Missionary and colonial influences played a decisive role in shaping the African book market 

(Ismayilov, Qasimli, & Mahammadli, 2025). These historical processes contributed to enduring 

regional differences and influenced contemporary publishing policies. The period also established the 

linguistic and structural diversity that continues to characterize African book culture (Kazimi, 2018; 

Bayramov & Mahammadli, 2025). 

Book Publishing and the Promotion of National Culture in African Countries during the 

Post-Independence Period 

Independence and the Formation of National Publishing Policies 

From the 1960s onward, the independence of African countries marked a turning point in the 

development of national book publishing. Post-independence governments began to view books not 

merely as instruments for the transmission of knowledge, but also as essential tools for safeguarding 

national identity, history, and cultural heritage. The establishment of national publishing houses, the 

creation of book collections with state support, and the promotion of local authors constituted the 

core of this policy. 
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Post-independence publishing policies were also aimed at preserving local history and culture, 

freeing the continent from colonial legacies, and fostering literature in indigenous languages. State-

subsidized publishing houses, curated collections, and book exhibitions functioned as critical 

components of national cultural strategies. 

Publishing in Indigenous Languages and Language Policy 

Following independence, African countries began to actively promote book publishing in 

indigenous languages (Mammadov & Mahammadli, 2025). This initiative sought to preserve national 

identity and linguistic heritage while simultaneously enhancing literacy levels. Textbooks, literary 

works, and academic publications in local languages provided accessibility for new generations of 

readers and became tangible expressions of cultural autonomy. In some countries, legislative measures 

were also implemented to protect and encourage local language publications. State-supported 

initiatives prioritized works printed in indigenous languages, thereby strengthening local publishing 

ecosystems. 

Development of Educational and Academic Publications 

During the post-independence period, educational and academic publications played a pivotal 

role in strengthening national education systems (Mehraliyeva & Mahammadli, 2025). The 

establishment of universities and research institutions was accompanied by the publication of scholarly 

journals, monographs, and textbooks. These publications not only facilitated the dissemination of 

knowledge but also integrated African scholars into the global academic community. The growth of 

academic publishing additionally enabled educational curricula to incorporate national content, 

highlighting local history, literature, and cultural subjects. 

Adoption of Digital Technologies and Contemporary Transformation 

Since the early 21st century, book publishing in Africa has entered a new phase characterized by 

digital technologies and electronic publishing. E-books, online bookstores, and digital libraries have 

expanded readership, enabled faster and more cost-effective production, and enhanced access to 

printed works. 

Digital transformation has also strengthened the financial sustainability of publishing systems 

and facilitated access to international markets (Khalafova & Mahammadli, 2025). Nevertheless, limited 

internet infrastructure in certain regions continues to pose challenges for the widespread adoption of 

digital publishing. 
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Promotion of African Authors and Literary Publications 

Supporting local authors has become a key element in the development of the African book 

market during the post-independence era. State and non-state institutions have provided awards, 

scholarships, and publishing opportunities for national writers, ensuring their works reach both 

domestic and international audiences (Balayeva & Mahammadli, 2025). Literary publications play a 

crucial role in promoting national identity, preserving historical memory, and addressing social issues. 

Structural Challenges and Prospects for Development in the Publishing Market 

Despite the establishment of post-independence publishing infrastructure, several structural 

challenges remain, including limited financial resources, weak distribution networks, and insufficient 

protection of intellectual property (Peterson, Hunter, & Newell, 2016). Nonetheless, state support, 

international cooperation, and digitalization provide opportunities for sustainable development. 

Contemporary African publishing thus emerges both as a vehicle for national identity and as a 

component of global integration. 

Book Publishing in North African Countries: Egypt, Tunisia, and Morocco 

Egypt: From Historical Traditions to the Modern Publishing System 

Egyptian book culture traces its origins to ancient times. The era of papyrus, the libraries of 

Alexandria, and Islamic scientific centers laid the foundation for the development of book culture. In 

the 19th century, the introduction of European printing presses led to the establishment of a modern 

publishing industry, with both religious and scientific publications becoming widespread (Ismayilov, 

Mahammadli, & Gasimli, 2023a). During the colonial period, Egypt experienced the influence of 

French and British powers, and the content of publications was often shaped by ideological censorship 

and colonial policies. In the contemporary period, Egypt’s book market has been strengthened through 

national publishing institutions, university presses, and digital platforms. 

Tunisia and Morocco: French Colonial Influence and Religious Publications 

In Tunisia and Morocco, book publishing was primarily conducted in Arabic and French. Missionary 

organizations and religious institutions widely disseminated religious texts and jurisprudential works, 

while the preservation of local cultures in book form remained limited. Following independence, the 

publication of textbooks and literary works in national languages was promoted, with state subsidies 

supporting these initiatives (Van der Vlies, 2012). 

Comparative Perspective on North Africa 

North African countries represent one of the most institutionally robust regions in terms of 

modern book publishing. Islamic cultural heritage has been effectively combined with European 
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printing technology. Contemporary national publications and digital platforms serve as the principal 

pillars supporting the regional book market. 

Book Publishing in West African Countries: Mali, Nigeria, and Ghana 

Mali: Timbuktu and Manuscript Traditions 

Mali is one of the key cultural and intellectual centers of West Africa. The libraries of Timbuktu 

are renowned for their collections of religious and scientific manuscripts. During the colonial period, 

European printing technologies were introduced; however, religious and educational publications 

remained predominant. Following independence, publishing in local languages was actively promoted, 

contributing to increased literacy levels. 

Nigeria and Ghana: Missionary Publications and the English Language 

Nigeria and Ghana were under British influence. Missionary organizations reached large 

audiences through religious and educational publications, while printing in local languages remained 

limited. During the post-independence era, the publication of textbooks and literary works in support 

of national culture and local authors became a key priority. 

Comparative Perspective on West Africa 

West Africa demonstrates a parallel development of oral and written traditions. Mali preserved 

its cultural heritage through religious and scholarly centers, whereas Nigeria and Ghana were shaped 

by missionary and educational publishing structures. In the contemporary period, publishing in local 

languages and national publishing initiatives remain central to cultural autonomy in the region. 

Book Publishing in East African Countries: Ethiopia, Kenya, and Tanzania 

Ethiopia: Ge’ez Language and Christian Manuscripts 

Ethiopia possesses an ancient book culture. Monastic libraries preserve religious and historical 

manuscripts written in Ge’ez. Missionary influence was limited, and local writing traditions remained 

dominant. In the post-independence period, national publishing houses were established, and the 

publication of books in Ge’ez and Amharic expanded significantly. 

Kenya and Tanzania: Missionary and Academic Publications 

Kenya and Tanzania were influenced by British and German colonial systems, with missionary 

and academic publications playing a central role (Askerova & Mammadov, 2025). Printing in local 

languages remained limited. After independence, the promotion of textbooks and literary works in 

national languages increased, and local authors were supported through institutional frameworks. 
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Comparative Perspective on East Africa 

East Africa is characterized by the dominance of religious and missionary publications. Ethiopia 

preserved its indigenous writing traditions, whereas Kenya and Tanzania were more strongly 

influenced by European publishing models. In the contemporary period, digital publishing and local-

language production are becoming increasingly widespread across the region. 

Book Publishing in Southern African Countries: South Africa and Zimbabwe 

South Africa: Professional Presses and Colonial Legacy 

In South Africa, book publishing developed professionally from the 19th century onward. 

Publications in English and Dutch flourished, encompassing administrative, literary, and academic 

works. Following the post-colonial transition, greater emphasis was placed on publishing in local 

languages and supporting national authors. 

Zimbabwe: Missionary Influence and National Culture 

Zimbabwe was historically characterized by missionary publishing activities. After independence, 

the publication of literary and academic works by local authors was actively encouraged and supported 

by the state (Bilovus, Mudrokha, Pavliuk, & Kazimi, 2020; Rzayeva & Mahammadli, 2025). Digital 

publishing initiatives and international collaborations have further contributed to the development of 

the country’s book market. 

Comparative Perspective on Southern Africa 

Southern Africa represents one of the most institutionally and technically advanced publishing 

regions on the continent. Local-language publishing, academic production, and digital platforms are 

comparatively well developed, contributing to a more professionalized publishing infrastructure. 

Book Publishing in North African Countries: Egypt, Tunisia, and Morocco 

Egypt: From Ancient Book Culture to the Modern Publishing System 

Egyptian book culture extends back to ancient times, including the papyrus tradition, the libraries 

of Alexandria, and Islamic scientific institutions. These historical foundations contributed to the 

development of a complex and enduring book culture (Abasova & Mahammadli, 2025). During the 

colonial period, European influence introduced new printing technologies and institutional models, 

while also imposing ideological constraints on publishing. In the contemporary period, national 

publishing institutions, university presses, and digital platforms have strengthened Egypt’s book 

market. 
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Tunisia: French Colonial Influence and Religious Publications 

Tunisia’s publishing history reflects a combination of Arab-Islamic manuscript traditions and 

French colonial influence. Religious and educational publications dominated during the colonial 

period, while local-language publishing remained limited. Following independence, state-supported 

initiatives promoted textbooks and literary works in national languages. 

Morocco: Synthesis of Arab-Islamic Culture and European Influence 

Morocco demonstrates a synthesis of Islamic manuscript traditions and European publishing 

practices. Historical manuscript culture coexisted with colonial-era printing systems. In the 

contemporary period, publishing in national languages, academic production, and digital platforms 

have expanded significantly. 

Comparative Perspective on North Africa 

North African publishing systems reflect a synthesis of Islamic cultural heritage and European 

technological influence. Contemporary developments include the expansion of digital publishing, 

institutional support, and international cooperation, which collectively strengthen the regional book 

market. 

Egypt: From Ancient Book Culture to the Modern Publishing System 

Formation of Ancient Egyptian Book Culture 

Egyptian book culture is among the world’s oldest written traditions. Papyrus rolls and early 

writing systems played a central role in administration, religion, and the transmission of knowledge. 

Books functioned both as carriers of knowledge and as symbols of cultural and social authority. Scribes 

and intellectual elites held high social status and were responsible for producing and preserving written 

knowledge. This period established the book as both a material artifact and a cultural institution. 

The Spread of Islam and Manuscript Centers 

From the 7th–8th centuries onward, the spread of Islam introduced Arabic as the primary 

language of scholarship. Religious and scientific manuscripts were produced and preserved in major 

educational institutions, contributing to the development of intellectual life. Manuscript production 

involved complex technical and artistic processes, including calligraphy, binding, and material 

preparation. These works carried both informational and aesthetic value. 

Colonial Period: 19th–20th Century Publishing 

During the 19th and early 20th centuries, Egypt underwent significant transformations under 

European influence. Printing technologies were introduced, and professional publishing institutions 

were established. However, publication content was often shaped by colonial constraints and 
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ideological control (Davis, Dick, & le Roux, 2022). Missionary and educational publications 

contributed to literacy but often marginalized local cultural narratives. 

Post-Independence National Publishing Policy  

Following independence, national publishing became a strategic priority. State-supported 

institutions promoted the publication of works by local authors and expanded the production of 

textbooks, literary works, and scientific publications (Mammadov, 2013). Books were increasingly 

recognized as instruments of cultural preservation and national identity formation. 

Academic and Educational Publications 

Universities and research institutions contributed to the expansion of academic publishing 

through journals, monographs, and textbooks. This development supported both national education 

systems and international academic integration. 

Contemporary Digital Publications and the Book Market 

In the 21st century, digital technologies have fundamentally transformed the publishing 

landscape. E-books, digital libraries, and online distribution platforms have significantly enhanced 

accessibility, improved efficiency, and expanded the reach of  published materials. These developments 

have also enabled broader participation in global knowledge networks, facilitating the circulation of  

information across regional and international contexts. 

Comparative Analysis of Egyptian Book Publishing 

Egyptian publishing demonstrates a transition from elite manuscript traditions to mass and 

digital production systems. Historical developments, colonial transformations, and contemporary 

innovations have collectively shaped a dynamic and evolving publishing environment. 

Tunisia: French Colonial Influence and Religious Publications 

Ancient and Early Book Culture 

Tunisia’s book culture extends back to the era of ancient Carthage. Knowledge transmission was 

maintained through Punic, Berber, and Islamic cultural traditions using Arabic script and religious 

texts. Early and medieval madrasas functioned as centers of manuscript production, preserving 

religious law and scientific knowledge. These manuscripts predominantly consisted of religious texts 

but also included works on medicine, astronomy, and geography. 

French Colonial Influence (1881–1956) 

With the beginning of French control over Tunisia in 1881, significant transformations occurred 

in the publishing sector. European printing technologies were introduced, and new presses were 

established. However, content was shaped by colonial priorities, and publications often reflected 
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European standards. French became the dominant language of publishing, while Arabic-language 

works remained limited (Newell & Barber, 2025). Missionary activities also played a role in 

disseminating educational and religious materials, contributing to the spread of literacy while 

introducing European cultural frameworks. 

Role of Missionary Publications 

Missionary publications served educational purposes by providing textbooks and instructional 

materials, while also influencing cultural and ideological perspectives. These publications contributed 

to the formation of reading practices and literacy development within the local population. 

Post-Independence National Publishing Policy 

Following independence in 1956, Tunisia prioritized the development of national publishing 

systems. State-supported institutions promoted the publication of works in Arabic, including 

textbooks, literary works, and academic texts. Language policies emphasized the role of Arabic in 

education and publishing, while French remained primarily in technical and academic domains (Suarez 

& Woudhuysen, 2010). State subsidies and institutional support facilitated the growth of local 

publishing and strengthened national cultural production. 

Educational and Academic Publications 

Universities and research institutions expanded their publishing activities by producing academic 

journals, monographs, and textbooks. These publications incorporated national content and 

contributed to the development of independent academic traditions. 

Contemporary Digital Publishing 

In the 21st century, Tunisia has increasingly adopted digital publishing practices. E-books, online 

platforms, and digital libraries have enhanced accessibility and dissemination. However, infrastructural 

and financial limitations continue to affect the full development of digital publishing systems. 

Comparative Analysis of Tunisian Publishing 

Tunisian publishing demonstrates a transition from manuscript-based traditions to modern and 

digital systems. Colonial influence significantly shaped both technological and linguistic developments, 

while post-independence policies strengthened national publishing. Contemporary developments 

highlight the role of digital technologies and institutional support in ensuring sustainable growth 

(Hofmeyr, 2011). 
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Morocco: Arab-Islamic Culture and the Synthesis of European Influence 

Ancient and Medieval Book Culture 

Moroccan book culture is deeply rooted in Arab-Islamic traditions. Madrasas functioned as 

centers of knowledge production, where manuscripts covering religious, legal, medical, and scientific 

subjects were produced and preserved. Manuscripts were both intellectual resources and cultural 

artifacts, reflecting advanced traditions of calligraphy and bookmaking. 

European Influence and the Colonial Period (1912–1956) 

French and Spanish colonial administrations introduced modern printing technologies and 

institutional publishing structures. Publications in European languages became widespread, while 

Arabic-language works remained focused on religious and classical subjects. Colonial control 

influenced both the content and distribution of publications (Ismayilov, 2022). 

Role of Missionary and Religious Publications 

Missionary publications contributed to literacy development and educational dissemination, 

while also promoting European cultural and ideological perspectives. These works influenced both the 

educational system and reading practices. 

Post-Independence National Publishing Policy 

Following independence in 1956, Morocco developed national publishing policies aimed at 

strengthening cultural identity and promoting local authors. Publishing expanded in Arabic and 

Amazigh, while French remained present in academic and technical fields (Kazimi, 2021). State-

supported publishing institutions and university presses played a central role in this transformation. 

Educational and Academic Publications 

Academic publishing expanded significantly through universities and research institutions. 

Textbooks, journals, and monographs incorporated national content and contributed to the 

development of independent scholarly traditions. 

Contemporary Digital Publishing 

In the 21st century, Moroccan publishing has increasingly integrated digital technologies. Online 

publications, digital libraries, and electronic distribution systems have expanded access to knowledge 

(Ndung’u, 2020). Despite these developments, infrastructural and financial limitations continue to 

present challenges. 

Comparative Analysis of Moroccan Publishing 

Moroccan publishing reflects a synthesis of Arab-Islamic traditions and European influences. 

Historical manuscript culture, colonial transformations, and modern digital developments have 
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collectively shaped a dynamic publishing system. Contemporary growth is supported by national 

policies, institutional frameworks, and technological integration. 

Comparative Analysis of North Africa: Egypt, Tunisia, and Morocco 

Historical Roots and Manuscript Traditions 

North African countries possess deeply rooted written traditions. Egypt’s book culture dates 

back to the papyrus and hieroglyphic eras, supporting administration, religion, and scientific 

knowledge. In Tunisia and Morocco, book culture developed primarily around religious and legal 

institutions. Egyptian manuscripts reflected not only intellectual content but also social and cultural 

status. In contrast, Tunisia and Morocco relied more heavily on decentralized religious institutions 

such as madrasas. These differences illustrate the contrast between centralized and regionally 

structured book cultures in North Africa. 

Influence of Islam and Missionaries 

From the 7th–8th centuries onward, the spread of Islam played a decisive role in shaping book 

culture. In Egypt, major institutions contributed significantly to the preservation and dissemination of 

knowledge (Davis, Johnson, & Mhlambi, 2016). In Tunisia and Morocco, madrasas and religious 

schools fulfilled similar functions at a regional level.  Missionary influence became particularly visible 

during the colonial period in Tunisia and Morocco, where religious and educational publications 

contributed to literacy while also disseminating colonial perspectives. In Egypt, missionary influence 

remained more limited, resulting in a different balance between religious and external influences. 

Colonial Period and European Influence 

Colonial policies shaped publishing structures differently across North Africa. Egypt 

experienced both technological advancement and ideological control. Tunisia was characterized by 

strong French influence and missionary publishing, while Morocco reflected a combination of French 

and Spanish impacts. 

Local-language publishing remained restricted during this period, with religious and classical 

works dominating. These conditions later influenced post-independence publishing strategies 

(Ismayilov & Khalafova, 2022b; Davis, Dick, & le Roux, 2022). 

Post-Independence National Publishing Policies 

Following independence, national publishing systems were strengthened across the region. State-

supported institutions promoted local authors, academic publications, and textbooks (Jeppie & 

Soudien, 2015; Kazimi, 2017). Egypt developed a more centralized publishing infrastructure, while 
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Tunisia and Morocco followed more diversified development paths shaped by linguistic and regional 

factors. 

Academic and Educational Publications 

Universities and research institutions contributed significantly to the expansion of academic 

publishing. Egypt assumed a leading role in regional academic production, while Tunisia and Morocco 

emphasized localized scholarly output shaped by language policies and cultural diversity (Zumrud, 

2019; Barber, 2007). 

Contemporary Digital Publishing 

Digital technologies have transformed publishing across North Africa. Egypt has developed 

more extensive digital infrastructure, while Tunisia and Morocco continue to face certain limitations. 

Digital publishing is increasingly supported by state policies, international collaboration, and 

institutional frameworks, contributing to the modernization of the regional book market (Ismayilov, 

K., Ismayilov, N., & Mammadova, 2019). 

Book Publishing in East Africa: Kenya, Tanzania, and Uganda 

Historical Roots of East African Book Culture 

East African book culture reflects a synthesis of oral and written traditions shaped by religious 

and commercial interactions. Coastal regions were influenced by Islamic culture, while inland areas 

preserved strong oral traditions. Religious institutions and trade networks facilitated the transmission 

of written knowledge (Peterson, Hunter, & Newell, 2016). 

Kenya: British Colonial Influence and Modern Publishing 

Kenya’s book culture developed through a combination of oral traditions and colonial 

influences. Missionary and colonial institutions introduced printing technologies and educational 

publications, with English becoming the dominant language. 

Following independence, national publishing initiatives expanded, supporting both academic 

and literary production (Ismayilov & Khudiyeva, 2023). Contemporary developments include the 

growth of digital publishing platforms and increased accessibility to printed materials. 

Tanzania: Swahili Culture and Religious Centers 

Tanzania’s book culture is closely associated with Swahili language and Islamic traditions. 

Religious institutions preserved manuscripts and contributed to the dissemination of knowledge. 

During the colonial period, missionary publications expanded educational access. Post-

independence initiatives strengthened publishing in Swahili and English, promoting both national and 

academic literature (Larson, 1972; Adebayo, 2018). 
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Uganda: Missionary Influence and Local Publishing 

Uganda’s book culture was strongly influenced by missionary activities, particularly in the areas 

of education and religious publishing. Colonial-era publications shaped the early development of 

written culture. 

Following independence, national publishing institutions expanded, supporting local authors 

and academic production (Ismayilov & Khalafova, 2022). Digital publishing has further increased 

accessibility in recent years. 

Comparative Analysis of East African Countries 

East African publishing reflects diverse influences, including Islamic traditions, missionary 

activity, and oral culture. Colonial structures introduced printing technologies and shaped educational 

systems, while post-independence policies strengthened national publishing initiatives (Ismayilov, 

Mahammadli, & Gasimli, 2023b). In the contemporary period, digital transformation has become 

increasingly significant, enhancing access to knowledge and integrating regional publishing systems 

into the global market (Newell & Barber, 2025). 

Book Publishing in Southern African Countries: South Africa, Zimbabwe, and Botswana 

Historical Roots of Southern African Book Culture 

The book culture of Southern African countries developed under the combined influence of 

oral traditions and colonial structures. Oral epics, folktales, and historical narratives of various ethnic 

groups functioned as primary carriers of cultural knowledge (Adesanmi & Fubara, 2017). Missionary 

activities played a significant role in the emergence of written culture through the production of 

religious texts, school textbooks, and educational materials (Qasimli & Mahammadli, 2024). 

South Africa: Missionary Influence and Modern Publishing 

South Africa’s publishing system was shaped by both Dutch and British colonial influence. 

Missionary institutions contributed to literacy through religious and educational publications. 

Major urban centers became hubs of professional printing, supported by European technologies. 

Academic publishing expanded significantly through universities and research institutions, 

contributing to the preservation and dissemination of national culture (Ngũgĩ wa Thiong’o, 1986; 

Barber, 1997). Contemporary developments include digital publishing platforms and increased 

accessibility to books through national libraries and online systems. 

Zimbabwe: British Colonial Influence and National Publishing 

Zimbabwe’s book culture developed primarily under missionary and colonial influence. English-

language publications dominated during the colonial period, while local-language publishing remained 
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limited. Following independence, national publishing initiatives expanded, promoting literary and 

academic works by local authors (Gikandi, 2003). Digital platforms have further enhanced accessibility 

and regional dissemination. 

Botswana: Missionary Influence and Local Initiatives 

In Botswana, missionary and colonial structures played a key role in shaping book culture. 

Religious and educational publications were initially dominant. 

Post-independence developments included the establishment of national publishing institutions 

and the expansion of academic and literary production (Alizadeh & Mahammadli, 2025). Digital 

transformation continues to expand access to publications. 

Comparative Analysis of Southern African Countries 

Southern African publishing reflects a synthesis of oral traditions, missionary influence, and 

colonial legacy. South Africa developed a more advanced and institutionalized publishing system, while 

Zimbabwe and Botswana followed more gradual development paths. 

Digital transformation has become a key factor, with South Africa leading in technological 

adoption and regional integration (Hogan & Macola, 2016). 

Comparative Analysis of the African Book Publishing Sector 

Comparison of Historical Roots 

The historical development of book culture across Africa reflects diverse regional trajectories. 

North Africa relied on ancient and Islamic manuscript traditions, while West Africa developed through 

manuscript centers and oral traditions (Mafeje & Phimister, 1977). East Africa’s book culture was 

shaped by religious influences and trade networks, while Southern Africa developed through a 

synthesis of oral traditions, missionary activity, and colonial structures (Newell, 2012). 

Comparison of Colonial Influence 

Colonial rule significantly influenced publishing structures across Africa, shaping language, 

content, and institutional frameworks. French, British, Dutch, and Spanish colonial systems created 

distinct regional publishing models. 

These influences determined the dominant languages of publication, the themes of printed 

works, and the technological development of publishing infrastructure (Kazimi, 2017). 

Post-Independence National Publishing Policies 

Following independence, African countries strengthened national publishing systems through 

state support, university presses, and the promotion of local authors. 
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These policies enabled the development of educational, academic, and literary publishing and 

played a crucial role in preserving national identity and cultural heritage (Osborn, 2014; Zell, 1975; 

Ismayilov & Aliyeva, 2023). 

Modern Digital Publishing and Globalization 

Digitalization has transformed African publishing systems by increasing accessibility and 

enabling integration into global markets. 

Regional differences remain, with some countries leading in digital publishing while others 

continue to develop technological infrastructure (Qasimli & Mahammadli, 2024; Searle, 2010). 

Overall Comparative Analysis and Conclusion 

African book publishing has evolved through the interaction of historical, religious, oral, and 

colonial influences. Post-independence policies, state support, and academic institutions have 

strengthened publishing systems across the continent. 

In the contemporary period, digital technologies and globalization have expanded access and 

created new opportunities for international integration (Thompson, 2015; Ismayilov & Khalafova, 

2023). 

 Conclusion 

The conducted research demonstrates that book publishing in African countries has developed 

through the complex interaction of historical, cultural, religious, and social factors, resulting in distinct 

regional models. In ancient periods, book culture was primarily grounded in manuscript and oral 

traditions, with major intellectual centers playing a decisive role in the preservation and dissemination 

of knowledge. Across the continent, oral traditions interacted dynamically with written culture, as 

storytellers, religious authorities, and knowledge keepers functioned as custodians of collective 

memory. This indicates that book culture should be understood not merely as a medium of information 

transmission, but as an integral component of broader socio-cultural structures. The spread of Islam 

and the activities of Christian missionaries marked a significant phase in the institutionalization of 

book culture. In North Africa, Arabic functioned as a principal medium for religious and scholarly 

knowledge, while in East Africa, coastal interactions and missionary activity contributed to the 

development of local educational and literary practices. In Southern Africa, the synthesis of oral 

traditions and missionary influence generated distinct forms of book and print culture. The colonial 

period introduced both constraints and structural transformations. European powers influenced 

publishing languages, institutional frameworks, and thematic orientations across regions. While 

colonial administrations often prioritized religious and educational publications, this period also 
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facilitated the introduction of modern printing technologies and the establishment of formal 

publishing infrastructures. Following independence, African countries increasingly prioritized national 

publishing systems. State-supported institutions and university presses contributed to the expansion 

of academic, literary, and educational publishing. However, structural challenges—including language 

diversity, distribution limitations, and financial constraints—continued to shape the development of 

national book markets. In the contemporary period, digitalization and globalization have introduced 

new dynamics into African publishing. Digital platforms, electronic publishing, and online distribution 

systems have expanded access to books and facilitated broader participation in global knowledge 

networks. At the same time, infrastructural and economic challenges continue to affect the uneven 

development of digital publishing across regions. Comparative analysis reveals that regional differences 

in African book publishing are closely linked to historical trajectories, religious influences, colonial 

legacies, and technological development. While some regions are characterized by long-standing 

manuscript traditions, others developed primarily under missionary and colonial frameworks. Despite 

these differences, post-independence policies and institutional developments have contributed to the 

strengthening of publishing systems across the continent. In conclusion, the evolution of book 

publishing in Africa reflects a complex interplay of historical continuity and contemporary 

transformation. Under conditions of globalization, future development will depend on the integration 

of technological innovation, the preservation of cultural heritage, and the strengthening of institutional 

and collaborative frameworks. The continued growth of African publishing has the potential to make 

a significant contribution to both regional cultural development and the global intellectual landscape. 
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