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Oz
Bu calisma, 380-489/990-1096 yillar1 arasinda Musul,
Nusaybin, Cezire-i Ibn Omer, Harran, Ruha ve benzeri
bolgelerde hiikiim siiren Ukayli Emirligi doneminde Firat
Ceziresi’ndeki Arap siirinin tarihini ele almaktadir.
Calisma, s6z konusu koklii saray gevresindeki edebi
hareketin mahiyetini ve gelisip yayilmasini saglayan
unsurlari tanitmay1 amaglamaktadir. Calismanin gidermeyi
hedefledigi bilimsel bosluk, Ukayli saraymin edebi

iretiminin maruz kaldig1 bilgi diizeyindeki ihmal
durumunda 6ne ¢gikmaktadir.
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Nitekim Yukari Firat havzasinda Hamdani Emirligi gibi ortaya ¢ikan bazi emirlikler, dikkat ¢ekici bir
arastirma ilgisine mazhar olmusken; Ukayli eksenli edebiyat cogu zaman yiizeysel atiflarla ve yaratici
boyutu ihmal eden salt tarihi ¢aligmalarla siirl kalmistir. Bu ise, 6zgiin bir konuyu ele alan ¢alismaya
bolgenin edebi ve kiiltiirel kimliginin insasin1 tamamlayici nitelikte bilimsel bir deger kazandirmasi
bakimindan 6nem arz etmektedir. Caligma ayrica, sair emirler, edebi meclisler ve maddi ddiiller gibi
ayirt edici edebi olgular1 ve bunlarin siir hareketinin canlanmasi ve gelismesindeki etkilerini ortaya
koymaktadir. Bu baglamda calismada Ukayli sarayinin dnde gelen sairlerini ele alinmis; bu sairlerin
cografl ¢esitlilik, edebi konum, siirsel amagclar, saray emirleriyle iliskileri ve komsu saraylarla olan
baglantilar1 bakimindan temel ozellikleri agiklanmistir. Caligmada edebi olgular izlemek, bunlarm
metinlerden hareketle isaret ettigi anlamlar1 dikkatli bigimde ortaya koymak ve temellendirmek
amaciyla timevarimsal ve betimleyici yontemleri analitik yontemle birlikte ele alan biitiinciil bir
yaklasim benimsenmistir. Elde edilen veriler lizerinde bu yontemleri uygulayan ¢aligma biiyiik 6l¢iide
Ukayli saraymin etkin bir edebi ve medeni merkez oldugunu vurgulamstir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Arap siiri, Firat Ceziresi, Ukayli sarayi, Edebi Uyanis, Edebi olgular, Siirsel
Temalar.

Abstract

This study examines the history of Arabic poetry in Upper Mesopotamia during the era of the Uqaylid
Emirate, which ruled regions such as Mosul, Nisibin, Jazirat Ibn Umar, Harran, and Edessa from 380
AH to 489 AH. It aims to identify the nature of the literary movement in this distinguished court and
the factors behind its flourishing. The study addresses a scholarly gap caused by the marginalization of
the literary production of the Uqaylid court. While other emirates in Upper Euphrates, such as the
Hamdanid court, received significant scholarly attention, Uqaylid literature remained confined to
passing references and purely historical studies that neglected its creative dimension. This gives the
study added scholarly value by contributing to the reconstruction of the region’s literary and cultural
identity. It reveals key literary phenomena such as poet-princes, literary salons, and financial patronage,
and their role in stimulating and developing poetic activity. The study also presents the leading poets
of the Uqaylid court, outlining its features in terms of geographic diversity, literary status, poetic
themes, and the relationships between the court’s rulers and poets, as well as with neighboring courts.
The study adopts an integrative methodology combining inductive and descriptive approaches,
alongside analytical methods. This approach enables precise analysis of literary phenomena and
interpretation of their meanings based on textual evidence. The study successfully demonstrates that
this court functioned as an active literary and cultural center.

Keywords: Arabic poetry, Upper Mesopotamia, Uqaylid court, literary revival, literary phenomena,
poetic themes.

Extended Abstract

The study explores the history of Arabic literature in the Uqaylid Emirate during
the 4th and 5th centuries AH in Upper Mesopotamia, which became a major cultural
center due to the rise of Arab emirates nominally affiliated with the Abbasid
Caliphate, such as the Hamdanid and Ugaylid emirates. The core problem addressed
is the scholarly neglect of literature in the Ugaylid court. Despite its political
significance and longevity of over a century, its poetic movement remained limited
to brief mentions in literary sources. This contrasts with the Hamdanid Emirate,
which attracted considerable scholarly attention. The study raises key questions: Did
Arabic poetry flourish during this period? What factors and phenomena drove it?
Who were the most prominent poets of this court, and what was their literary value?
What was the nature of the relationship between rulers and poets? How did the
Uqaylid court interact with neighboring courts, and what were the dominant poetic
themes?
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The study aims to define the nature and main features of the literary movement
in that period. It also identifies the efforts and factors that enriched Arabic poetry. It
highlights leading figures of the literary revival, examining their intellectual
affiliations, geographic diversity (local and migrant), poetic quality, and literary
status. Its significance lies in uncovering overlooked aspects absent from modern
studies. The study also examines key literary phenomena such as poet-princes,
literary salons, and financial patronage. These were granted by Ugaylid rulers to
encourage and energize literary production. It also introduces major figures of the
court and their poetic themes. The study seeks to fill the scientific gap in specialized
literary research on this emirate. Previous work focused mainly on political history,
such as “The Uqaylid State in Mosul” by Khashi‘ al-Ma‘adhidi. Another literary
study by Ghassan al-Nayli focused only on poetic language among Banu Uqayl poets
from the pre-Islamic period to the end of the Umayyad era. Therefore, literature of
the Uqaylid court falls outside its scope. This makes the present study distinctive,
offering a qualitative contribution and scholarly introduction to the literary heritage
of this period. The researcher integrates three scientific methodologies suited to the
study’s nature: inductive, descriptive, and analytical, within a conscious integrative
framework that achieves the study’s objectives through these pathways:

1. The inductive method traces scattered literary traces and poetic texts in
historical, literary, and biographical works in order to collect this scholarly material
related to the Uqaylid court, then synthesizes it according to its scientific data.

2. The descriptive method characterizes prevailing literary phenomena and
outlines a precise profile of the literary and cultural movement within its temporal
and geographic scope, as it appears in reality, without interference that alters its
presentation, along with related prospects, issues, and queries.

3. The analytical method shifts from presenting poetic accounts to precisely
analyzing these texts, revealing the nature of literary life, its directions, key figures,
poetic themes, and artistic identity by interpreting the latent meanings within these
texts and accounts.

The study successfully traces the nature of the literary movement in the Uqaylid
state. It documents its flourishing from its establishment in 380 AH until its end in
489 AH. It establishes that it is an extension of Abbasid literature in form, content,
and style. The findings can be summarized as follows: The study restores the literary
presence of the Uqaylid court through substantial scholarly contribution. It fills a
significant gap in modern research. The Uqaylid court was not merely a military
power but a cultural center competing with contemporary courts such as the
Marwanid, Numayrid, and Kilabi courts. It identifies key factors behind poetic
vitality, including political, economic, cultural, and intellectual influences. It
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highlights major phenomena such as skilled poet-princes like Qarwash al-Uqayli and
Sharaf al-Dawla al-Uqayli. It introduces prominent poets of the court, including Abu
al-Hasan al-Tihami, al-Sharif al-Radi, Ibn Hayyus al-Ghanawi, Ibn Mushir al-
Amidi, Ibn al-Zamakdam al-Mawsili, and Ibn Abi Hasina al-Sulami. It explains the
mutually beneficial relationship between rulers and poets. The study also analyzes
the poets’ identities in terms of intellectual affiliation, geographic diversity, poetic
quality, and literary status. It also examines competitive relations with neighboring
literary courts. It identifies dominant poetic themes such as praise, pride, elegy, love,
and wine poetry. It recommends further study of poetic themes in terms of innovation
versus imitation, and literary production in terms of spontaneity versus
craftsmanship. Overall, the study successfully demonstrates that the Uqaylid court
was an active literary and cultural center.
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