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. ROmanCe dibe -RoM' ,;ıbeae ;~tKma~ f.k>'~jn~ '~tırtıY

. Ospec"t~t, }S~,~. k~;~f~~~:'~.:T~~bndjte.m ,of.
,his C()$1um&~wn1Ch .slgm~öçtritıY:~r~..ffi$;tro~f'jş- .hfs'Shletd;'.The'
ShteJd. beers ~< ı*ı~~~:::~":kiıt :ı~:O,otct:: ~th. ~.
Etooıess JknQtandthe. gOf({&~.tne/~~~r perteotiOn-which

.
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the'poet pr~tsdtotbe,~',dı.,.;~~~..ofth.~, ,Mor~ver,' the:
pentcnglesY~,:iI1e~,ttve_'o(fiv.~~. 'viTtue$;t~t, th$'k'öfO.bt,.

;'" .~~~~~r~~=,=~=~=~:S=',:"
his kntQMtY vaJoUt' Qr1d;t11Ôi'tRİf.~:ttomJf1Sfa,ıth. ttiewounds ..

'ot Chr.lsf and "the' fôysOftJ1e.~ w;Y~ ti1id.0$'-0' RıOf1ifestatlon "
-Of ,hisspıritUm .."~on. ~hi. .~' ,her 'P~ '.tn 'hls.~d;~'; .
oin's 'ctrowthEn " .~~s ;hi$ ,fdfuıfu'ness <to-bis';lord,tO MB" .

.fiege..ıord' Qnd:to 'hi!:~(t'.;TheA~!f~t<>f~t~b,nı;Yk1uesj~. ~i~t~ .'..

. to' his ..SOOJdleoridııCt; Tl$'J)cifıı : tty:n~:Jfne8"«CQrtoy.». He.
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ıng ,GawUin ds):ırı i4eGJık~,~~:_mY9t'.'k After ,

GoWoin'tok-es:U~~'cbdUe~~qf'j~,;~)(fıIObtt$'~d t~
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,foilh1gsbegiri.r>he sptrlt.uOlpent~...ttful~tn-ınbodt~ b9ns.,
to- di$fntegrat&.'Jof~fo.tınos 1hOt,.t9fJd :tQ:~:"tber cQn'b,e '~tutt~(fm ,','
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'.the romance., tUs
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adv~~ ıeq i~~ı:. ~r.;,de<Jlt.withfew,
_' i~nes:: ~ fignts\yıthmOns.8f~Utes Gridbs,,' (ı;pd ovetoomes .

:ihem. ~Toeb&h~mg' gQtne111Qy~'i:d.sitied lii,thi$gr:oup;ol$o~' as
.'it'.nvoivestW~1Tten öf:abıt$ond'me.' "~öe:of.bf henç~ has
.tJı& stngıe.oombat'.tnOiıf; '~in?~"'" ~'vJQtôrlousJyoütof.
tnls trIQI.:H8b&nd$tQ,~ive'*tfe"~.,,,bijt ,~<:ft~~ ~n the,
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'ıiıOe; 'ttte'oonttG~t~,~'r' . . .' .t..:,(jfeenKntlbt(ft~l~.

. Se$hIS~ty:qnd .",.;". " '~,.td;~~<OSchem8"of hIs'. i
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. own;ckW~,$: 'n'- (ı:' G!'bIQw,thaUn:seff. de-

=~s~ ~f.-~~=
reputntion,"(!CI.tt\e'ln.oetQDU'," i'qf: ;ı~ '~nd Topıt; .This

.ottitude:;18'~i&Iy;~;of' · :ca:~ whO.hasmode
'O.rePutqttOrfwlth:his dei'~ . ~. ~'1be~kldy:'t-40re0Y.er1he

. brıngs himsalf :Jnto c.)ıittiChvıifi:i.''ttô_sWt\ıd;t,4.re. the r,.tleotion .
of tHsspJtitUat~uOli~: ~:..'
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.'

". enouQtt to ~.feal;~:~;~~;tJr~~<x1:ill.:~:.~io
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w<ılri'sweaknes$es in jhen~iönd~~hteVesthis throuth
.

the US$of dlaguıseand trI~;.',
. . . . .

. .

.
Foruıôe'~prom'n$nlf~tqreJ$'h$rmutobiUty..i:n s~represen-

, tatipns Şhel$ deplctec.tQ$,\J<JnUs~ 1(3) tmplyingherevercha:n-
,

ging .favors.. .This'e~f()f'fl\~bitIW<l:nd~kientity. is 01$0 the
sk$let\)f\'of the. Greer-'.K~ht!$~r~er.,.~.c~nges .his",phySiqye
totestthegtory ofthe'knighbrOfttte:RquooJ<ıbIe.onc;f'tnthls CQse
thebeSt ofthenı;, GoWcln: «theföUtkt8tfr.eke.thot werOn fote
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'., .Yede. i Asperıei)l'thtwtıite~ ıle,Ofprye.~.{SOjis;(3GWayne'
,in gQd.fOyth~.b.othertJQy~nigbtesır:~..2365).T~Chanomgfaoes ,

, ,<>f,'Fortun&conbeapPiie(ft01heGf nIt",ightbOıtısvmbrJiiCoIIYond
liten;Jıiy..'a.rtNok's. ,ttı-'Qr'I(J'.forırl,Ch(ı.ngeıH1"thatlow of the .romance:'
He, oppeOreS" 'Iret., a$.' the~~:Knjght;. grean' 'lJ}bU&.0nd9jgQntiC.
!atertnR,)f1TtQlh~moııtor;ma$,~~.qnd,tntb$'~"'!ldlng

,
soeoe' oQQmos.,the.~, Kntgtrt.,;~,"y,he'~ntittne
chonglngfoVorŞ,'ol'Fp~. .

'. ,." ,.,'

. .

, .

The Gr~oKnightPkıYs onth!gLtlUblMty of maın.ln OOth'01the con-
trQ~~sundertO'ko&n,,thqth~.thieJ(chOn"..,o.fbJoWS oridthe exchQnget
of winnFngs,Gawainmôkestrte 'deQ}swit!1out bekıgfuıly aWQre',
Qfthe..,~consequenc&s;~_~<#1the,~' conttact.ac~

. . cordl09 tOf11$C\ievol 'prdçtiôeShe ıShOuld;oot bcwe_n ~fuHıyurı-
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'owate of his vu~nerobJti~y1~~Ptfg foremaWlmthecosUe instead
.

of go."g :hl,lOtlng""Ith the,~IQrd';kJ1e.n-WQS 9rieOfthe$even deadly ,

sins tl)atled theWav to"tbersins'iT~efor1&, .6unng)\lasa' noble
.

activltyttıqt the ~nigh~sCQuld:e~Jnt~preventsin, (14) Gawajn
would oot,hoyebeensub}ec.ttaWt;w~pt(ltfOn$'if he had mode ci
wiser cho~: (iOwOin'$ 'CtıOk>e~'prom.te'd'bythe,Grtten KrıiQl1t,
prepar'8Shis fon.TbepretenQeô>ınnOcenoeÖf BertUo~ln proposing
~he Q(J1'OeofexchangeiS'~iroilbrto'Forwne's:triKıchery.aertilok
Jater confesses thOtttı'f)triotsot theknJtt.ıt~eund:&i1dken by'the
lady"n ,his :blddlng :

"

.
'

, .

.

..;thatnka wouengiraeı. '. .
.'MYI)'3Wenwyfhitttıeewevip:lwot wel. for,$othe..

Now 'koc'NI we;1 thy c()SSf)s;,ondJhv cos.tes cls.
Md .,thVvvowlngof,rttY\YYf:1 wrogbthlt' mYseıven, '

(3) Picttf:rlng, pIate Sb.
'

.
'(14) see Marqe1ıeThi6ba'tiX, of ı.ove. (lttıacaandl.ondon: 'Cornel

UP, 1974) 76ff.
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The dual nature, tho'tis. the disporlty in oR[>80ro'I1Ceandreality of
Bertila'k's 'tnternions resembl~ Fortune's .proetiees.

The element ofgame that the victims, Lf wempy soyso, par-
take in without 1uıı recvgnition of the seheme, is oncther element
thatsets up the Green Knlghto'sForttlne In tOO fomance. In The
ConSOlotion ofPhUosophy Fortune'$ Qssumingof different foces and

her distri'butionof favors according to her whims and
.

,

'

the Wheel.ore eonstontly refe~~edt.) as «gorne»and herreolm is re-
ferred toosher«playgrouo<b (15) SilTiikırJy.tRTOUgoouttharomance
the GreenıKnlght is the 'ruüı:1gp.:>wer.tb:eins.tigatOr,ot'g(lmeS;.He
aets the ruıesand he gmnts favors.. He is the' 'f4Jure who ts In fuJi
authority, controlHngthe flow of events,'in tl1e romance. He ehallen--
gea' the knights and finally Gawo.in.to. toke up thegame on. his
terms :d30t U thou b$so .bold.O'StUlebumas terıen,Thou wil grant
me goclly. the gomer\.tbat i a$k~biright'» (272-273).Thesecond con.'
.reet 'imposed on Gawoin during his tOp ot the castle nu:ıyolso be
ta,kenos a gome of exchange. In this aspeet the Greenknight re-
sembl$S Fortune, asshe also rul'es the Havsof men,

Even' in odvert:HtyFortunernoyprcve profitoble.Boethlus' Philo.
sophyelaborates this situatlor: «thereare tknes when she' [For-
tune]stops deoeMng and helps mon.1 mea'n when shereveals
herself, when sha throwso~ hei dlsgulse and odmits her game.» (16)
This outline of oction isoppUcable to the Green ~nlght's dlsclo-
sureof his t~ '!dentii'{o.ftar the three bloWs he deals. Gawoin
(2445) and his revetation of the facethathedevised the temptattona
(2358-2361). The stroke ,0f'iII-IUOk,bauses the victim to bemocn his
situation a,nd he always fi.nds it har'd1v acceptit. .

Ga,wain laaros
the game and when theGresn Knlght-'reveals his motfvesforhis
underta'kings;he is embofrasedof his faUJ.ngs;

That other stlf mon ,ıhstu,dy. stod o gret whH:e,
So ogreved for' greme. he gry~d withlnne.
-Aıle,the blode of hts b~est. blende In hl$ foee,
That ,al he shranl<foi'shome . that the Sh,al!ktal1ked.

(2369-2372)

(15) fBoethius, The CousolaUon .of PbJIosophy (Penguin, 1969) 57,..76.
(16) Boethius 76.

,
242

- ~



. . . .

GowQin's'shOokıs.dau" ..fokf;hi:tıas$~rteııce4o ferıı, _ (2'chonge
of. fortUM teQdingı,)'föiJuredt\(i'bEr hO&~n.xpcj$$i to beless
.w<>tUw thf:ınn.W<J8k~n tObe..~y.r.tU,foUuitİ-ha;8brougtıı
on seJf..eoosınitionOndtıeı\Q6.,G.pif'itf!dJ~~~lon. He 008' trus-
tedln hI8quo1itie8Qndttoe<8haWrth-' ~ern~hls 'flesh.

.

1he.. __~'h9vePoUEMM;t"ijnt().breGCh~9fhta. viltues.
Q&hehlm8eıt~: .' ,- .

\.oltbet thefolsSirig.~fQulem()thiffolıeı"
.

For oor. ol .thy,'k~ .~~/metQght '. '
To .CICOrde'me-~~tYse.. u.yJ&nde tç)~ket
thatıis &cqeas~~~thQt.,~ .to«n1ghtes. .

Nowıcunfawty Qnctfqlcet.oM~Jıofben fNer,
'Of~.onöijntr~1ô,~~,bi~.,sorwe

-Gnd~ .' '....
'.

.{a3.,."" , .

He has; d.finiıe1y .beneflted.oftUsmiSfortune. ..Jft. th,$'.futqr. beW'1II
.

_.. 0.-
. ,':-

"
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.' ""-,':
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.'" -'o
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,': .'guord<iQa!nst prideand. hewıu~rwaVS4(~ın'mmdtt"e fr~tyof
the humQnf&eshondhenc.he'lKısocbitWedtrQe.b'umilltY.

.
He,pro" .

mi$e8to weart~.g, gi,r$.tQ:guord: himagoinstsinby rerninq-,
ing hIm of hlsfroUty ': '

'. .'

"9c)tVOUr. g~.'qiıottı.~~.~ youfQivekJel, ,

',' 1bQtwillwetde W1tf1~.IJIıe. .fIOtfOrttK9winneOOkkti
. Ne the şcrint.fıe~ s1ti<.'.rietbesyUepetKktUhdea.

.

~orVtteıene forYt\Yc:tıYP..~ -n.e.f()r'tfie wıonk ~e8.
8ot: in wnge of.my '$~et'.ifJhOıNh1t' 0_
Wbeı:ii~. jn.refJ9un.;~.. trimyselverı:
The toLttond .ıtte.'-1<ıf.rtiyşe:örtlle tı-.. C~.
Ho\Nt~hıt.t()enty.. ~offlııJıe;. .'

.
.
And ttiue.wnenPıYde Sh()t.me'prtt(..fotprowe$Ofoımes.
The roketo tbJ$lUf;'kJC8.shöltöw.mYh6rt. .
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.
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tnth . is aspe~. t 01$0 ttıeGr..rı f(qKmtCc;ıJ'rlts()utthedUty',*Fortuoe, -
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ôôd 'fOrtune..: ."ı- .moreuse... t.j.o.moif tfton.,~ .tortUne. .
Good fortuneÇt1Woys~.tof>til1Q<h9ppınesş,but.<*

'
cetves youwith Mı:,smtıes.WtIer-6QSbödfortuoei8 aMoYs
truthfOl becouseby pttongllig$he "hows her~rueflçk..



lene8S. Gooçi tortune deoeives, bad: tortune enlightenas.
Withher.disp~ayof specious riches g9Vd fortuneenslaves
theminds of those who eoioynar; whilebad fortunegtves
men releases thrOughthe recognitionof,'how 'tragUe Q
thing ha.ppiness is... by hertkl'tterygood fortune lures
menOWOYfl\)l11thepath' of truegood, but adversefor-
tune frequently draws men,baok to'tMl!" tme gooQ \ike'o
shepherdess with her crook. (17)

Thise~actly defines the Green Knight's funetion in the romance;
through his follings he has taught GaVttdinhis true stoındingand,
thus, be has achieved a fuUer awarenessof his huroon condition..
His experienoes have madehim (ı,better Christian, a,voidiıng pride
and seekinghumUity wlth a fuUerrecognition of man's sta-nding
between the brute and the ongeUc,strMng for per:fection but

.ınonetheless no achiev.ing lt.

Anothersimilorıitybetweerl Fortune and the Green Knight is
the noture of the QWafeness they orouse ,in humankind.Whot For-
tUııe.bestowsupon 'mo'n helopBman to ochiev,e o hi.gher level.)f
awareness. but:interestingly enough this experience ls not gener-
ally shored 'bythecommunity; it remoins o privatea:chieyement.(18)
Gowoin has' motured throughhis encolınter with the Gı;een Knight.
but olthougti he ndrrates his adventure and fulıly conf.esses his
shortcomings, the QOYcourt .:>1Arthur folls to grasp the signifioaınce
of the green girdie. They merely adopt the girdie as on insignia of
their order. The girdie moybe w.:>rn'by 'others bU! Gawain is the
onlyone to earry tn,esear of the wound asa. sign of his failure ond
his recognitior:\Of'his ıweatkness.

.

. .'

To summ up, the cyoHc thought pred.:>minontespecioUy in the
fourteenth century is 0180 visible in Sir Gowain. Tbepoetemploys the
cyclic view of time by setting his narrative ino spon vf time streetch-
ing from one winter.to the other, ,empha8'izingthe seasonol and
daily cycles of the sun. Moreover.he deliberotely enforces the notion
of the cycl~ by linkIngthe beginni'ngand theendrng of the poem
lingu1stically.GeOgraphlcaflythe course of the actiOnolso hos impli.
cations ofacycle; Gowaıinsets on his quest from Comelot a,nd

(17) Boethius 76.
(18) .Boethius 63. ,".
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ends . lt ot the saı'ne
.
.I«o . . 1:iol}.TtıejJOe~'8tn~ntıon()f estQbl'ishing the

strict rekıt/on.' betWee., ~ormOrıd~nrıtehtl,ô:s. evIdentin' hIsother
works, .suggests .'the ,'.use,," 'anotb~r'tT$(jlfwol cyenc concept..: tha,
Whee
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.
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pported,
by th~'role oS$lgneclto the Green,f(r:riSht<)'ndGOWQ'in'sdeterıoroting
status. Gowo'inenjoys09oodrepptatt90 inftnebeginnlngofthePOem

.
os the Id~l~night'sY.mboliqa.Hye>spr~S&EfclJnblspentohgle eoot~"f-
cırr.ıs;,F.ort4neha~~bestowed-herfavOr~vpônfıim.bUt throughout the
course ot his,..tl'iols h~ loses .her,faVors,and.fh~ooghhismisfol1une
comastothe rloUzotionof hiSl\um(]h1raBty.-1h,$reen IÇnfghthos
beel1:o$Slgned voırt')us,chorocwistiösof'~. .BöethkinFortune: he
overpowersaU thechcrocters Jn,tne romonÇ6ond.tttroughhis ti'lckety
ond chonging>,naturee}(POŞfJS'.Gbwain's ırueq~oHties, . HoWever,hls

. 'IJuUes which CQuse Gowoin's foUa.re, Oiso t~:roadt(),redemPtion,
as they' bring about.O' 'spiritU(Jl~keôfl'tgit1" the. lotter.'. Hanee,tne
vorious cycHcntOtifsore ~usetf.toestooUshthePöert1 aSdifortum,

. no.rratlve' .With"tM Green Kn~htO$~uftılıngthe .functi#ns . gf Fortu'rıe ~

In GowQin's fon and inltıotbn."
. .

(.

., ,
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