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FROM STRATEGIC SHOCK TO GEOPOLITICAL REALIGNMENT:
THE REGIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL IMPLICATIONS
OF OPERATION AL-AQSA FLOOD

Rabah ZAOUI,* Hocine BOUSALAH™

ABSTRACT: This study examines the geopolitical repercussions of Operation
Al-Agsa Flood (7 October 2023) and its impact on regional power dynamics,
Israeli deterrence, and the international positioning of the Palestinian
question. The research investigates how the operation reshaped diplomatic
alignments, influenced Arab-Israeli normalisation trajectories, and
contributed to shifts in international legal and political discourse regarding
Palestine. Using a descriptive-analytical approach supported by document
analysis and comparative geopolitical assessment, the study analyses
developments related to international recognition of Palestine, proceedings
before the International Court of Justice (ICJ) and the International Criminal
Court (ICC), transformations in regional alliances, and the evolving perception
of Israeli security capabilities following the operation. The findings indicate
that Operation Al-Agsa Flood generated significant geopolitical consequences
extending beyond the military dimension. These include increasing
international pressure on Israel, the relative erosion of Israeli deterrence,
renewed global attention to the Palestinian issue, and a slowdown in
normalisation initiatives between the Zionist state and several Arab states.
The study also highlights the growing role of non-Western actors and
emerging geopolitical blocs in reshaping Middle Eastern power configurations.
The research concludes that the operation represents a strategic turning point
with long-term geopolitical implications. However, the extent to which these
developments may produce sustainable political gains for the Palestinian
cause depends on the effectiveness of regional diplomatic, legal, and media
strategies.

KEYWORDS: Al-Agsa Flood, Geopolitics, Israeli deterrence, Palestine,
Regional realignment, Middle East politics.

INTRODUCTION

Operation Al-Agsa Flood or Tufan al-Agsa, launched on 7 October 2023, marked
one of the most significant geopolitical developments in the contemporary
“Middle East”. Beyond its immediate military consequences, the operation
generated profound political, diplomatic, legal, and strategic repercussions that
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extended far beyond the Israeli-Palestinian conflict itself. The event reshaped
regional alignments, intensified debates regarding Israeli deterrence, and revived
international attention toward Palestine following relative diplomatic stagnation.

The operation occurred within a rapidly transforming international
environment characterised by shifting global power balances, the gradual erosion
of unipolarity, and the increasing influence of emerging actors such as China,
Russia, and BRICS-aligned states. Simultaneously, the region had been witnessing
accelerating normalisation initiatives between the Zionist state and several Arab
countries under the framework of the Abraham Accords (Madani, 2024). In this
context, Operation Al-Agsa Flood introduced a strategic shock that disrupted
existing geopolitical trajectories and reopened debates concerning regional
security, resistance movements, and the future of Palestinian statehood.

Crucially, the operation was deliberately named after al-Agsa Mosque, which
had become the focal point of repeated incursions, restrictions, and violent
assaults. These escalated particularly in the aftermath of the Deal of the Century
and the Abraham Accords, both of which emboldened attempts to erode the
mosque’s sanctity and alter the historical status quo (El-Awaisi & Yavuz, 2020). By
invoking al-Agsa, the operation underscored that the confrontation was not
merely political or territorial, but a defence of one of Islam’s holiest sites against
systematic desecration. The name served to galvanise regional and global
solidarity, framing the confrontation as a defence of sanctity and justice against
encroachment, and highlighting al-Agsa as the epicentre where the fate of
Jerusalem, Palestine, and broader regional dynamics converge.

Recent developments following the operation have revealed profound
transformations in international political positions regarding Palestine. In 2024,
several key European nations broke with long-standing hesitation and officially
recognised the State of Palestine, marking a decisive diplomatic shift that
challenged entrenched Western consensus. At the same time, international legal
institutions such as the International Court of Justice (ICJ) and the International
Criminal Court (ICC) intensified their engagement, addressing the genocide in
Gaza and signalling a growing willingness to confront Israeli actions through
judicial mechanisms. Together, these developments not only renewed
international scrutiny of Israeli policies but also elevated debates on
accountability, deterrence, and legitimacy to the forefront of global discourse.
They underscored that the Palestinian question had re-emerged as a central test
of the credibility of international law and the moral authority of the global order.

Despite the growing body of political commentary surrounding Operation Al-
Agsa Flood, existing academic literature remains largely focused on military
developments, humanitarian consequences, conflict escalation, and ceasefire
diplomacy. Comparatively fewer studies have examined the operation’s
implications for regional geopolitical restructuring, deterrence dynamics, and
international legal developments. Accordingly, this study seeks to address this
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gap by analysing the geopolitical repercussions of the operation from a strategic
and international relations perspective.

The central research problem of this study concerns the extent to which
Operation Al-Agsa Flood reshaped regional and international geopolitical
dynamics. More specifically, the study investigates how the operation influenced
Israeli deterrence, Arab-Israeli normalisation processes, international diplomatic
alignments, and the strategic positioning of regional and global actors.

This study is guided by the following research questions:

e How did Operation Al-Agsa Flood affect international diplomatic positions
toward the Palestinian question?

e To what extent did the operation alter perceptions of Israeli deterrence and
regional security?

e How did the operation influence Arab-Israeli normalisation dynamics and
regional alliances?

e What legal and geopolitical transformations emerged following the operation?

e How can these transformations be interpreted within broader geopolitical shifts
in the international system?

The study advances the following hypotheses:

e Operation Al-Agsa Flood contributed to measurable changes in international
diplomatic discourse regarding Palestine, reflected in increased recognition of
Palestinian statehood and heightened criticism of Israeli policies.

e The operation exposed structural limitations in Israeli deterrence and security
perceptions.

¢ Regional normalisation initiatives experienced political and diplomatic slowdown
following the Gaza genocide.

e Emerging geopolitical actors and international legal institutions gained greater
influence in shaping regional political dynamics after the operation.

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical methodology combining
geopolitical analysis, document analysis, and comparative assessment of political
and diplomatic developments following October 2023. The research relies on
official statements, reports issued by international institutions, policy papers,
media sources, and recent academic literature addressing regional security and
“Middle Eastern” geopolitics.

The theoretical framework of this study draws primarily upon Deterrence
Theory and Neo-Realist approaches in international relations. These frameworks
help explain the relationship between military shocks, balance-of-power
transformations, and the reconfiguration of regional alliances in periods of
geopolitical instability.

The significance of this research lies in its contribution to contemporary
debates on the region’s geopolitics, security, and international legitimacy. By
examining Operation Al-Agsa Flood as a geopolitical turning point rather than
merely a military confrontation, the study seeks to provide a deeper
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understanding of how strategic shocks may reshape regional orders and influence
international political structures.

2. LITERATURE REVIEW
2.1 Israeli Deterrence and Asymmetrical Warfare

The concept of Israeli deterrence has occupied a central position in ‘“Middle
Eastern” security studies for decades. Traditional Israeli security doctrine has
historically relied on military superiority, rapid mobilisation, intelligence
dominance, and pre-emptive strategies designed to prevent prolonged conflict
and maintain regional deterrence (Lupovici, 2024). However, recent scholarship
has increasingly questioned the sustainability of classical deterrence modelsin the
context of asymmetrical warfare involving non-state armed actors such as Hamas
and Hezbollah.

Several studies argue that asymmetric conflicts challenge conventional
deterrence frameworks because non-state actors often operate according to
ideological, political, and symbolic motivations rather than traditional state-
centred calculations of cost and benefit (Levite, 2024). Research published by the
Institute for National Security Studies (INSS) and the Carnegie Endowment for
International Peace suggests that the events of October 7 exposed structural
vulnerabilities within Israeli intelligence and deterrence systems, particularly
regarding strategic anticipation and border defence mechanisms.

Other scholars emphasise that repeated military confrontations in Gaza have
gradually weakened the credibility of cumulative deterrence. Rather than
reducing the military capabilities of Palestinian armed factions, successive
conflicts may have contributed to the adaptation and expansion of asymmetric
operational strategies (Lupovici, 2024). These debates have become increasingly
relevant following Operation Al-Agsa Flood, which many analysts consider a major
challenge to traditional Israeli security assumptions (Baram & Ben Israel, 2025).

2.2 Regional Geopolitical Realignments

Recent scholarship on regional geopolitics has focused extensively on shifting
alliances, the decline of unipolar American influence, and the growing role of
emerging international actors such as China and Russia. The Abraham Accords
were widely interpreted as a strategic transformation in Arab-Israeli relations,
reflecting broader geopolitical and economic priorities among several Arab states
(Ghuloom, 2025). At the same time, studies examining BRICS expansion and
Chinese regional engagement argue that the “Middle East” is increasingly
becoming part of a multipolar international order. Scholars have noted that
China’s economic diplomacy and Russia’s strategic presence have contributed to
the diversification of regional partnerships beyond traditional Western alliances.

Following the Gaza genocide, several researchers observed growing tensions
within normalisation frameworks and increasing public pressure across Arab
societies regarding relations with the Zionist state. Studies conducted by regional
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research centres indicate that the genocide accelerated debates concerning
regional legitimacy, political representation, and the future of strategic alliances
in the region.

2.3 International Legal Accountability and the Palestinian Question

The legal dimensions of the Gaza genocide have generated increasing academic
attention, particularly regarding the role of international judicial institutions in
addressing armed conflict and allegations of violations of international
humanitarian law (Mengitiaslan, 2025). Scholars examining the International Court
of Justice (ICJ) and the International Criminal Court (ICC) have argued that recent
legal developments may represent an important transformation in the
internationalisation of the Palestinian question.

Research on international accountability mechanisms highlights the growing
significance of legal discourse in shaping global political legitimacy and diplomatic
pressure. Several studies suggest that legal proceedings initiated after October
2023 contributed to renewed international debates concerning state
responsibility, civilian protection, and the limits of military conduct during armed
conflict.

At the same time, other scholars remain sceptical regarding the practical
effectiveness of international legal institutions, arguing that geopolitical power
asymmetries continue to shape the implementation of international law. This
debate reflects broader tensions between legal legitimacy and geopolitical
realities within the international system.

2.4 Research Gap

Despite the growing body of literature examining the military, humanitarian, and
legal dimensions of the Gaza genocide, there remains limited scholarly attention
devoted to analysing Operation Al-Agsa Flood as a multidimensional geopolitical
turning point. Existing studies tend to fragment the analysis —isolating military
operations, humanitarian crises, or legal accountability— without situating these
developments within the broader architecture of regional realignment,
deterrence transformation, and international geopolitical restructuring. This
narrow focus has left a critical gap in understanding how the operation reshaped
both the regional balance of power and the global discourse on Palestine.

Accordingly, this study seeks to contribute to the literature by providing a
comprehensive geopolitical analysis of Operation Al-Agsa Flood and its
far-reaching implications for regional alliances, the recalibration of Israeli
deterrence, the evolving role of international legal institutions, and the
repositioning of the Palestine question within the contemporary international
system. By bridging fragmented perspectives into a holistic framework, the study
underscores the operation as a pivotal moment in the reconfiguration of the
region and global politics.
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3. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

3.1 Deterrence Theory

Deterrence Theory constitutes one of the central analytical frameworks in
security and strategic studies. Traditionally associated with state-centred military
competition, deterrence refers to the ability of a political or military actor to
prevent adversaries from undertaking hostile actions through the threat of
retaliation or unacceptable costs. Classical deterrence theory emphasises military
superiority, credibility, and the capacity to impose severe consequences on
potential opponents.

Within the Israeli security doctrine, deterrence has historically represented a
foundational strategic principle. Israeli military strategy has relied extensively on
rapid response capabilities, intelligence superiority, technological dominance,
and the projection of overwhelming force in order to discourage hostile actors
from initiating attacks. This approach became particularly important given Israel’s
limited strategic depth and complex regional security environment.

However, contemporary scholarship increasingly argues that traditional
deterrence models encounter significant limitations in asymmetrical conflicts
involving non-state armed actors. Organisations such as Hamas and Hezbollah
often operate according to ideological, symbolic, and political motivations that
differ substantially from conventional state behaviour (Anouti & Fleming, 2026).
As a result, deterrence based solely on military superiority may prove insufficient
in preventing asymmetric operations or long-term insurgent strategies.

From this perspective, Operation Al-Agsa Flood represents a critical case for
reassessing the effectiveness of Israeli deterrence. The operation raised
important questions regarding intelligence failure, strategic anticipation, border
defence vulnerabilities, and the capacity of non-state actors to challenge
technologically advanced military systems. Consequently, Deterrence Theory
provides a useful framework for analysing the transformation of regional security
perceptions following October 2023.

3.2 Neo-Realism and Regional Geopolitical Realignment

In addition to deterrence theory, this study draws upon Neo-Realist approaches
ininternational relations, particularly the structural realism developed by Kenneth
Waltz. Neo-Realism maintains that international politics is primarily shaped by the
anarchic structure of the international system, competition among states, and the
pursuit of power and security within shifting balances of power.

According to Neo-Realist perspectives, geopolitical transformations emerge
when significant events alter regional or international distributions of power.
States and regional actors continuously reassess alliances, strategic partnerships,
and security priorities in response to changes in the balance of power. Within this
framework, regional conflicts often extend beyond local dimensions and become
connected to broader international rivalries and geopolitical competition (Waltz,
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2007). The region after October 2023 provides an important example of such
transformations. Operation Al-Agsa Flood occurred within a broader context
characterised by declining American influence, the growing role of China and
Russia, the expansion of BRICS, and evolving regional alliances. Simultaneously,
the crisis generated tensions within Arab-Israeli normalisation frameworks and
contributed to renewed geopolitical polarisation across the region.

Neo-Realism therefore offers a useful analytical lens for understanding how
Operation Al-Agsa Flood contributed to regional geopolitical realignment,
reshaped diplomatic relations, and influenced strategic interactions among
regional and international actors. The theory also helps explain how military
shocks may accelerate shifts in alliance structures and strategic calculations
within periods of international transition.

4. METHODOLOGY

4.1 Research Design

This study adopts a descriptive-analytical research design to examine the
geopolitical repercussions of Operation Al-Agsa Flood and its impact on regional
and international political dynamics. The descriptive dimension aims to identify
and document the major diplomatic, legal, security, and geopolitical
developments that emerged following the events of 7 October 2023. The
analytical dimension focuses on interpreting these developments within broader
frameworks of deterrence theory, regional realignment, and international power
transformation. Given the complexity of the subject matter, the study also
incorporates elements of qualitative geopolitical analysis in order to examine
interactions among regional and international actors, shifting alliance structures,
and evolving security perceptions in the “Middle East”.

4.2 Data Collection and Sources

The study relies primarily on qualitative data collected from multiple categories of
sources in order to ensure analytical diversity and triangulation. These sources
include:

e Official statements issued by governments and international organisations;

e Reports published by the International Court of Justice (ICJ) and the
International Criminal Court (1CC);

e Policy papers and strategic assessments issued by research institutions such as
the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, INSS, Atlantic Council, and
regional geopolitical research centres;

e Academic articles addressing deterrence theory, “Middle Eastern” geopolitics,
and international legal accountability;

e Statistical reports and economic indicators related to regional trade,
displacement, and diplomatic recognition.
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To strengthen analytical credibility, the study prioritises peer-reviewed academic
literature and institutional reports over purely journalistic sources whenever
possible.

4.3 Analytical Procedure

The analytical process was conducted through thematic geopolitical analysis. The
study classified developments following Operation Al-Agsa Flood into three
principal analytical dimensions:

1. International diplomatic and legal transformations;
2. Reassessment of Israeli deterrence and security perceptions;
3. Regional geopolitical realignment and the future of normalisation.

Each dimension was examined through comparative analysis of pre- and post-
October 2023 developments. The study also employed interpretive analysis to
evaluate how these transformations affected regional balances of power and
international political discourse concerning the Palestinian question.

4.4 Temporal and Spatial Scope

Temporally, the study focuses on the period extending from October 2023 to June
2025, covering the immediate and medium-term geopolitical repercussions of
Operation Al-Agsa Flood. Spatially, the research concentrates on the “Middle
East” region while also examining international reactions from key global actors,
particularly European states, the United States, BRICS countries, and international
legal institutions.

4.5 Research Limitations

This study faces several methodological limitations. First, the rapidly evolving
nature of the conflict means that geopolitical developments remain subject to
continuous change. Second, some available data concerning military operations
and intelligence assessments remain contested or politically sensitive. Third, the
study focuses primarily on geopolitical and strategic dimensions rather than
humanitarian or sociological aspects of the conflict. Despite these limitations, the
research seeks to provide a comprehensive analytical framework for
understanding the broader geopolitical implications of Operation Al-Agsa Flood
within the contemporary international system.

5. SHIFTING GLOBAL PARADIGMS

5.1 European Recognition of Palestine and Diplomatic Transformation
Operation Al-Agsa Flood contributed to renewed international diplomatic
engagement with the question of Palestine, particularly within several European
states. The Gaza genocide generated increasing political and public pressure
across Europe, leading some governments to reconsider previously cautious
positions regarding Palestinian statehood and the broader trajectory of the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict (Syarifa & Prabandari, 2025).
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In May 2024, Spain, Norway, and Ireland officially recognised the State of
Palestine based on the 1967 borders, with Eastern Jerusalem designated as its
capital (Landale, 2024). Although these recognitions did not immediately alter the
legal realities on the ground, they represented an important diplomatic shift
within the European political environment (Kyris, 2025). The decisions reflected
growing dissatisfaction with existing conflict-management approaches and
increasing concern regarding the humanitarian and political consequences of the
Gaza genocide.

From a geopolitical perspective, these recognitions signalled a relative
erosion of the traditional Western diplomatic consensus that had long favoured a
cautious approach toward Palestinian statehood (Kurt, 2025). The European shift
also demonstrated the increasing influence of public opinion, humanitarian
discourse, and international legal debates on foreign policy decisions within
democratic political systems.

Israeli reactions to these recognitions revealed the strategic sensitivity of the
issue. Israel responded through diplomatic protests, the temporary withdrawal of
ambassadors, and warnings concerning possible unilateral countermeasures in
the occupied West Bank (Boxerman et al.,, 2024). These reactions reflected
broader Israeli concerns regarding diplomatic isolation and the gradual
weakening of unconditional political support among certain Western actors.

The significance of these developments extends beyond symbolic
recognition. The growing number of states recognising Palestine strengthened
the diplomatic legitimacy of the Palestinian question within international
institutions and reinforced broader legal initiatives involving international courts.
In this context, diplomatic recognition became increasingly connected to
international legal accountability and geopolitical legitimacy within the evolving
international system (Syarifa & Prabandari, 2025).

Furthermore, these developments can be interpreted within broader
transformations associated with the transition from unipolarity toward a more
fragmented and contested international order. As Western political unity
regarding the “Middle East” becomes increasingly fragile, regional conflicts are
progressively influenced by wider geopolitical competition and changing global
alignments.

5.2 International Legal Accountability: ICJ and ICC Developments

The legal dimensions of the Gaza genocide emerged as a major component of
international political debate following Operation Al-Agsa Flood. For the first time
in decades, the Zionist state faced growing legal scrutiny before major
international judicial institutions, particularly the International Court of Justice
(1CJ) and the International Criminal Court (ICC). These developments represented
an important shift in the internationalisation of the Palestinian question beyond
traditional diplomatic frameworks.
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South Africa’s case against Israel before the ICJ in December 2023 marked a
significant legal and political development. The case accused Israel of violating the
1948 Genocide Convention through its military operations in Gaza (Berg, 2024).
Although the Court did not issue a final ruling regarding genocide allegations, its
provisional measures and acknowledgment of plausible legal concerns intensified
international discussions regarding accountability, civilian protection, and
compliance with international humanitarian law (Chipkin, 2025).

Simultaneously, the ICC’s decisions concerning arrest warrants for senior
Israeli officials further amplified debates surrounding international legal
responsibility and state accountability during armed conflict (Abdul Azeez & Al,
2025). These legal developments challenged long-standing assumptions
regarding the political immunity traditionally enjoyed by major regional actors
under Western diplomatic protection.

The geopolitical implications of these shifts suggest, the increasing role of
international legal institutions reflects broader transformations in the relationship
between international law and global politics (Samuel, 2023). Legal proceedings
became part of a wider struggle over legitimacy, narrative construction, and
international influence within the post-October 2023 geopolitical environment
(van Steenberghe, 2024).

At the same time, the practical effectiveness of international legal
mechanisms remains contested. Several scholars argue that geopolitical power
asymmetries continue to limit the implementation of international legal decisions,
particularly when major powers maintain strategic alliances with parties involved
in the conflict (Stefanoaia, 2025). Consequently, the legal developments following
Operation Al-Agsa Flood should be understood not only as judicial processes, but
also as components of broader geopolitical competition within the international
system.

5.3 Erosion of Western Diplomatic Consensus

One of the most significant geopolitical consequences following Operation Al-
Agsa Flood has been the gradual fragmentation of the traditional Western
diplomatic consensus regarding the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Although the
United States and several European governments initially reaffirmed strong
support for Israel after October 2023, the prolonged Gaza genocide generated
increasing political divisions, humanitarian concerns, and public pressure across
Western societies.

Within  Europe, debates intensified regarding the humanitarian
consequences of the conflict, the proportionality of military operations, and the
application of international humanitarian law. Public demonstrations,
parliamentary discussions, and growing criticism from civil society organisations
contributed to mounting pressure on European governments to reassess aspects
of their diplomatic positions toward Israel (Akgiil-A¢ikmese & Ozel, 2024).
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These developments became particularly visible through discussions
concerning the future of the European Union-Israel Association Agreement,
especially regarding clauses related to human rights and democratic obligations.
While a complete suspension of the agreement remains politically improbable,
the emergence of such debates reflected a noticeable shift in the European
political environment and increasing discomfort with unconditional diplomatic
alignment.

At the strategic level, the evolving European position suggested a relative
weakening of the unified Western approach that had traditionally characterised
responses to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. This fragmentation does not
necessarily indicate a complete geopolitical rupture between Western
governments and Israel; rather, it reflects growing divergence regarding the
management of the conflict, the role of international law, and the limits of military
responses in contemporary international politics.

From a Neo-Realist perspective, these tensions may also be interpreted as
part of broader transformations within the international system. As global power
structures become increasingly multipolar, regional conflicts are no longer
shaped exclusively by traditional Western influence (Akgiil-Acikmese & Ozel,
2024). Emerging actors, international legal institutions, and transnational public
opinion increasingly contribute to the reconfiguration of geopolitical legitimacy
and diplomatic alignments.

Despite these transformations, it remains important to recognise that
Western support for Israel continues to retain significant strategic, military, and
institutional dimensions, particularly through the continued role of the United
States. Consequently, current developments should be understood as a relative
adjustment in diplomatic discourse rather than a complete reversal of long-
standing geopolitical alliances.

6. CONTOURS OF STRATEGIC VULNERABILITY

6.1 Intelligence Failure and Strategic Surprise

Operation Al-Agsa Flood represented one of the most significant security and
intelligence challenges faced by Israel in recent decades. The operation exposed
vulnerabilities within Israeli intelligence assessment, border surveillance systems,
and strategic anticipation mechanisms, generating extensive debate within Israeli
political and security circles regarding the effectiveness of existing security
doctrines.

The scale and coordination of the attack surprised Israeli military and
intelligence institutions despite Israel’s long-standing reputation for
technological superiority and advanced surveillance capabilities. Several reports
issued after October 2023 suggested that warning indicators may have been
underestimated or insufficiently integrated into operational decision-making
processes (Fabian, 2025).
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From a strategic perspective, the operation challenged key assumptions
underlying Israeli security doctrine, particularly the belief that technological
superiority and intelligence dominance could prevent large-scale attacks. The
breach of multiple military sites exposed the limitations of relying exclusively on
advanced surveillance systems without sufficient adaptation to evolving
asymmetric operational tactics.

Within the framework of Deterrence Theory, intelligence credibility
constitutes a central component of strategic deterrence. Consequently, the
operational surprise associated with October 7 contributed not only to immediate
security disruption, but also to broader psychological and political debates
concerning institutional preparedness, strategic anticipation, and public
confidence in national security structures (Arce & Sandler, 2009).

At the domestic level, the operation intensified political criticism directed
toward Israeli military and political leadership. Discussions concerning
accountability, intelligence reform, and strategic reassessment became
increasingly prominent within Israeli public debate, reflecting broader concerns
regarding the sustainability of existing security approaches in confronting non-
state armed actors.

6.2 Crisis of Israeli Deterrence

Operation Al-Agsa Flood generated renewed debates concerning the
effectiveness and credibility of Israeli deterrence within the context of
asymmetrical warfare. For decades, Israeli security doctrine relied heavily on the
assumption that overwhelming military superiority, rapid retaliation, and
technological dominance would discourage adversaries from initiating large-scale
attacks. However, the events of October 2023 challenged several dimensions of
this strategic framework.

The operation demonstrated that non-state armed actors may continue to
undertake high-risk military actions despite significant disparities in military
capabilities. This development supports arguments within contemporary
deterrence studies suggesting that classical deterrence models encounter
substantial limitations when confronting ideologically motivated asymmetric
actors (Gannon et al., 2024).

The crisis of deterrence extended beyond the military dimension into
psychological and political spheres. Public perceptions of security vulnerability
increased following the attack, particularly in areas surrounding Gaza. The
operation also generated broader debates regarding the credibility of deterrence
strategies based primarily on military punishment rather than long-term political
conflict management.

Several strategic analyses published after October 2023 argued that repeated
military confrontations in Gaza had failed to establish sustainable deterrence
despite Israel’s military superiority. Instead, armed Palestinian resistance
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continued adapting operational tactics, missile capabilities, and asymmetric
warfare strategies over successive rounds of conflict.

Nevertheless, it remains important to distinguish between tactical disruption
and the complete collapse of Israeli deterrence. Israel continues to possess
overwhelming military capabilities, advanced technological infrastructure, and
substantial strategic support from international allies, particularly the United
States. Its genocide in Gaza and assaults on neighbouring countries were not acts
of strength but desperate attempts to re-establish a deterrence posture already
shattered by Operation Al-Agsa Flood. These campaigns of mass violence and
regional escalation reveal the fragility of its deterrence rather than its restoration.
Accordingly, the post-Flood developments are best understood as a relative
reassessment of deterrence effectiveness, a recognition of its erosion, rather
than the complete disappearance of Israel’s strategic superiority.

6.3 Population Displacement and Security Pressure

The security repercussions of Operation Al-Agsa Flood extended beyond military
and intelligence dimensions to include significant social and demographic
consequences within the Zionist state. One of the most notable outcomes was
the large-scale displacement of Israeli populations from areas surrounding Gaza
and parts of the north, on the borders of Lebanon, following continued military
escalation and cross-border attacks.

Reports issued after October 2023 indicated that tens of thousands of
residents were temporarily evacuated from border communities due to security
concerns and ongoing missile threats. This displacement generated substantial
political, economic, and psychological pressure within the Zionist society and
contributed to broader public debates regarding their protection, crisis
management, and long-term security preparedness (Isakov et al., 2025).

From the perspective of deterrence theory, citizen displacement carries
symbolic and strategic implications that extend beyond immediate military
calculations. The inability to guarantee a sense of security among populations
would affect public confidence in state institutions and influence perceptions
regarding the effectiveness of national security policies.

At the same time, it is important to recognise that population displacement
recurs throughout prolonged regional confrontations, and is not unique to the
Israeli context (Lichtenheld, 2026), the Palestinians have experienced worst,
where entire communities were uprooted under conditions of siege and
bombardment. Nevertheless, the scale of Israeli displacement following
Operation Al-Agsa Flood generated multidimensional security pressures that
transcended conventional battlefield considerations. These developments also
intensified internal political discussions concerning the sustainability of existing
security doctrines and the broader challenges associated with managing
prolonged asymmetric conflicts in densely contested regional environments.
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6.4 The Limits of Missile Defence Systems

Operation Al-Agsa Flood renewed strategic debates concerning the effectiveness
and limitations of modern missile defence systems in the context of asymmetrical
warfare. Although the Zionist state possesses one of the most advanced multi-
layered air defence systems in the world, including the Iron Dome, the events
following October 2023 demonstrated that even technologically sophisticated
defence infrastructures face operational challenges when confronted with
sustained and large-scale missile attacks.

The intensity and frequency of rocket launches placed considerable pressure
on lIsraeli interception systems and highlighted broader strategic questions
regarding the relationship between technological superiority and long-term
security effectiveness. Several security analyses published after the conflict
emphasised that missile defence systems may reduce damage and increase
interception rates but cannot entirely eliminate security threats in asymmetric
conflict environments.

From a strategic perspective, the operation illustrated the growing
complexity of contemporary warfare, where relatively low-cost offensive
capabilities may impose significant economic, political, and psychological
pressure on technologically advanced states. This dynamic reflects broader
debates within security studies concerning the sustainability and economic
burden of prolonged missile defence strategies (Elbahtimy, 2022).

Despite operational pressures, Israeliinterception technologies continued to
prevent levels of destruction that would otherwise have been more catastrophic.
Yet the conflict laid bare the operational constraints and strategic adaptation
challenges facing these systems; they could mitigate damage but not neutralise
the threat. Consequently, the issue is better understood as exposing the limits of
effectiveness under sustained pressure, rather than proving the outright
ineffectiveness of missile defence systems.

Within the broader framework of deterrence theory, the conflict revealed
that military technology alone could not guarantee absolute security protection
in prolonged asymmetric confrontations. The illusion of invulnerability collapsed
under sustained pressure, revealing that contemporary deterrence rests not
merely on advanced weaponry but instead, on the dynamic interplay of military
capability, political strategy, intelligence coordination, and conflict management
mechanisms.

6.5 Strategic Dependence on the United States

The developments following Operation Al-Agsa Flood highlighted the continued
strategic importance of the United States within Israel’s security and geopolitical
framework. Throughout the conflict, American military, political, and diplomatic
support remained central to Israel’s capacity to manage both regional escalation
and international political pressure.
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The United States provided extensive military assistance, intelligence
cooperation, and diplomatic backing in international institutions during the Gaza
genocide. This support reinforced the depth of the strategic alliance between the
two countries and demonstrated the enduring role of Washington as Israel’s
principal international partner.

However, the escalation of the conflict in Gaza further complicated the
political environment surrounding normalisation initiatives led by the USA.
Although public opinion across many Arab societies had already been critical of
Israeli policies prior to Operation Al-Agsa, the intensity of this criticism increased
significantly following the genocide (Hallward & Biygautane, 2024). This shift
placed additional pressure on governments engaged in diplomatic or economic
cooperation with the Zionist state. Consequently, this dynamic contributed to a
noticeable slowdown in normalisation momentum.

From a Neo-Realist perspective, strategic alliances emerge primarily from
security considerations and balance-of-power calculations. In this context, the
USA-Israeli alliance reflects broader American geopolitical interests in maintaining
regional influence in the “Middle East”. At the same time, evolving international
dynamics, including the growing influence of China, Russia, and BRICS-related
actors, have introduced new complexities into regional geopolitical competition.

This further demonstrated that contemporary “Middle Eastern” geopolitics
can no longer be understood exclusively through traditional bilateral alliances.
Instead, regional dynamics increasingly involve overlapping security networks,
non-state actors, emerging powers, and transnational political pressures that
collectively reshape strategic calculations across the region (Furia & Lucas, 2006).

Consequently, Operation Al-Agsa Flood highlighted not only immediate
military and security challenges, but also broader geopolitical transformations
affecting alliance structures, regional deterrence, and the future balance of
power in the whole region.

7. CONTOURS OF REGIONAL TRANSFORMATION

7.1 The Slowdown of the Abraham Accords

Operation Al-Agsa Flood and the subsequent Gaza genocide generated significant
pressure on the regional normalisation process initiated through the Abraham
Accords. Prior to October 2023, normalisation agreements between the Zionist
state and several Arab states had been increasingly presented as a strategic
framework for regional stability, economic cooperation, and security
coordination within the “Middle East”.

However, the escalation of the genocide in Gaza complicated the political
environment surrounding normalisation initiatives. Public opinion across many
Arab societies became increasingly critical of Israeli military operations, placing
additional pressure on governments engaged in diplomatic or economic
cooperation with the Zionist state (Hallward & Biygautane, 2024). This dynamic
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contributed to a noticeable slowdown in normalisation momentum, most evident
in the case of Saudi Arabia, which was reportedly on the verge of establishing
diplomatic relations.

Although states participating in the Abraham Accords did not formally
suspend diplomatic relations with Israel, the conflict exposed the fragility of
normalisation processes in the absence of a broader political resolution to the
Palestinian question. The Gaza genocide demonstrated that regional
normalisation remains closely connected to developments in the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict and continues to face important political and societal
constraints.

The slowdown of normalisation initiatives reflects broader tensions between
state-centred strategic calculations and transnational public opinion within the
Arab world. While governments may prioritise economic and security
cooperation, prolonged regional conflicts continue to shape political legitimacy
and influence regional diplomatic behaviour.

At the same time, it is vital to recognise that Operation Al-Agsa Flood
rendered open normalization with the Zionist state politically impossible. The
genocide in Gaza and regional assaults shattered the legitimacy of engagement,
compelling states that had flirted with normalisation to retreat, conceal, or
downplay any existing ties (Yetim & Kasikcl, 2025). While certain forms of
strategic cooperation in economic, technological, and security sectors persist
discreetly, the post-Flood environment transformed normalisation from a public
project into a hidden, fragile arrangement. Accordingly, these developments
should be understood not as a total collapse of normalisation frameworks, but as
a forced retreat into secrecy and strategic reassessment.

7.2 The Emergence of New Regional Actors

The regional repercussions of Operation Al-Agsa Flood also highlighted the
increasing strategic role of non-state armed actors within the region’s geopolitics.
Groups aligned with Iran, including Hezbollah and the Houthis, became more
visibly involved in regional escalation dynamics following the Gaza genocide,
contributing to the expansion of interconnected security fronts across the region.

These developments reflected the growing complexity of regional conflict
structures in the “Middle East”, where state and non-state actors increasingly
interact within overlapping security environments. The conflict demonstrated
that regional deterrence dynamics are no longer determined exclusively through
conventional state-to-state military relations, but also through decentralised
networks of armed actors operating across multiple geographic arenas.

The growing involvement of these actors also intensified concerns regarding
regional escalation and maritime security, particularly in relation to attacks
affecting Red Sea navigation routes. These developments generated broader
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international reactions and reinforced the strategic importance of maritime trade
corridors within global geopolitical competition.

From a Neo-Realist perspective, the increasing influence of non-state actors
may be understood within the context of regional power competition and shifting
alliance structures. Regional actors frequently employ indirect strategic networks
to expand influence, manage security pressures, and enhance deterrence
capabilities without engaging in direct large-scale interstate confrontation. At the
same time, alternative interpretations frame the support provided by states such
as Iran to certain non-state entities as a form of backing for groups perceived as
victims of imperialism or armed aggression (Valbjern et al., 2024). This highlights
how the role of non-state actors can be understood through competing analytical
and normative perspectives.

By acknowledging that stability is contested at the regional level, audiences
grasp the decisive influence of armed non-state actors and are compelled to pay
closer attention. Far from being mere sources of instability, their actions are
framed by many as resistance to Zionist aggression, challenging the assumption
that their absence would yield greater order or predictability. Indeed, the period
leading up to Operation Al-Agsa Flood was hardly more stable, with Israel’s
aggression in the West Bank and further afield. The Flood of Al-Agsa revealed that
resistance forces are not peripheral but central to shaping outcomes, and
reshaping the trajectory of the conflict. Their persistence signals the progressive
breakdown of the conventional regional security architecture, transforming the
geopolitical landscape into one where resistance has become an indispensable
actor in defining the future balance of power.

7.3 The Expanding Role of BRICS and Emerging Powers

The geopolitical repercussions of the Gaza genocide unfolded within a broader
international context characterised by the gradual transition toward a more
multipolar global order. In this environment, emerging powers such as China and
Russia, alongside expanding frameworks such as BRICS, have increasingly sought
to strengthen their political and economic influence within the “Middle East”.

The expansion of BRICS membership to include several Arab states reflected
broader transformations in international geopolitical alignments. These
developments indicated the growing willingness of regional actors to diversify
strategic partnerships beyond traditional Western-centred alliances.

Within this context, Operation Al-Agsa Flood accelerated discussions
concerning the future of regional order, strategic autonomy, and the declining
exclusivity of American influence in “Middle Eastern” geopolitics. China’s
diplomatic engagement, Russia’s regional positioning, and the broader
emergence of alternative geopolitical blocs contributed to increasing
international competition over regional influence.
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Nevertheless, it remains important to recognise that emerging powers have
not replaced the strategic role historically played by the United States in the
region. Rather, current developments suggest a gradual diversification of
geopolitical partnerships within an increasingly competitive international system.
From a Neo-Realist perspective, these transformations reflect broader processes
of balance-of-power adjustment occurring within periods of international
systemic transition. In this context, regional conflicts are inseparable from global
geopolitical rivalries, binding the struggle of resistance forces to the wider
strategic competition among major powers.

7-4 Declining American Influence and Regional Complexity

The Gaza genocide contributed to renewed debates regarding the future of
American influence in the region. Although the United States remained the
principal external actor during the conflict and in diplomatic management, the
crisis revealed growing challenges confronting Washington’s traditional regional
leadership. What once appeared as uncontested dominance now faces erosion,
as resistance movements and shifting geopolitical dynamics steadily undermine
the credibility and sustainability of USA regional authority.

The prolonged nature of the conflict, increasing international criticism, and
the expansion of regional tensions highlighted the limitations of unilateral
influence within an increasingly fragmented geopolitical environment.
Simultaneously, regional actors demonstrated greater strategic flexibility
through diversified diplomatic and economic partnerships involving China, Russia,
and emerging multilateral frameworks. However, the notion of a complete
American withdrawal from the “Middle East” remains analytically inaccurate. The
United States continues to maintain substantial military presence, strategic
alliances, and institutional influence across the region. What appears to be
emerging instead is a more complex geopolitical environment characterised by
competitive influence rather than exclusive dominance.

Consequently, Operation Al-Agsa Flood may be interpreted as part of a
broader process of geopolitical transition in which regional and international
actors increasingly operate within a multipolar and strategically contested
“Middle Eastern” order.

8. DISCUSSION
8.1 Operation Al-Agsa Flood as a Geopolitical Turning Point

The findings of this study suggest that Operation Al-Agsa Flood should not be
understood solely as a military confrontation, but rather as a broader geopolitical
turning point that generated multidimensional regional and international
repercussions. The operation reshaped diplomatic discourse, intensified legal
debates, and contributed to renewed geopolitical polarisation across the “Middle
East”.
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Unlike previous rounds of confrontation between Israelis and Palestinian
resistance, the post-October 2023 environment demonstrated the extent to
which localised conflicts may rapidly acquire international geopolitical
significance within an increasingly interconnected and contested global system.
The conflict became linked not only to regional security concerns, but also to
broader questions involving international legitimacy, multipolarity, and strategic
competition among global actors.

The study’s findings therefore support the argument that contemporary
geopolitical shocks can accelerate transformations already emerging within the
international system, particularly during periods characterised by declining
unipolar dominance and increasing fragmentation of global political authority.

8.2 Rethinking Deterrence in Asymmetrical Conflicts

The findings also contribute to contemporary debates within deterrence theory,
particularly regarding the limitations of classical deterrence models in asymmetric
warfare environments. The events following Operation Al-Agsa Flood
demonstrated that overwhelming military superiority does not necessarily
prevent non-state armed actors from undertaking large-scale operations or
generating significant political and psychological effects.

This observation supports arguments advanced in recent security studies
literature suggesting that asymmetric actors frequently operate according to
strategic logics that differ from traditional state-centred deterrence calculations.
Ideological motivations, symbolic objectives, and long-term political narratives
may reduce the effectiveness of deterrence strategies based exclusively on
military retaliation.

At the same time, the study does not support simplistic interpretations
suggesting the disappearance of Israeli military advantage. Rather, the findings
indicate the emergence of a more complex deterrence environment
characterised by continuous adaptation, operational flexibility, and evolving
asymmetric capabilities on both sides of the conflict.

Consequently, the study suggests that future regional security dynamics in
the “Middle East” are likely to depend increasingly on hybrid forms of deterrence
combining military, technological, political, psychological, and informational
dimensions.

8.3 Regional Realignment and Multipolar Transition

The study further demonstrates that the geopolitical repercussions of Operation
Al-Agsa Flood unfolded within a broader context of international systemic
transition. Regional developments following the Gaza genocide reflected
growing multipolar dynamics characterised by the diversification of alliances, the
expansion of emerging geopolitical actors, and the gradual erosion of exclusive
Western influence in the “Middle East”.
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The increasing visibility of China, Russia, BRICS-related frameworks, and
regional non-state actors indicates that “Middle Eastern” geopolitics is becoming
progressively more fragmented and strategically contested. This transformation
does not necessarily imply the disappearance of American influence, but rather
the emergence of a more competitive geopolitical environment involving multiple
regional and international centres of influence.

From a Neo-Realist perspective, these developments illustrate how regional
conflicts frequently become interconnected with wider balance-of-power
transformations within the international system. Strategic alliances, diplomatic
alignments, and regional normalisation processes are therefore increasingly
shaped by broader geopolitical competition rather than exclusively local
dynamics.

The findings also suggest that normalisation initiatives in the “Middle East”
are structurally fragile, collapsing under the weight of major regional crises. The
Gaza genocide and the Flood of Al-Agsa made it politically untenable for states to
openly pursue normalisation with the Zionist state, forcing them to retreat,
conceal, or downplay any ties. Unresolved political conflicts continue to shape
public opinion, regional legitimacy, and strategic stability, ensuring that
normalisation remains vulnerable to disruption and incapable of providing a
durable framework for regional order.

8.4 International Legitimacy and the Palestinian Question

One of the most important implications emerging from this study concerns the
renewed internationalisation of the Palestinian question following Operation Al-
Agsa Flood. The increasing involvement of international legal institutions,
renewed diplomatic recognition initiatives, and expanding global debates
concerning accountability indicate that the Palestinian issue regained significant
visibility within international political discourse after years of relative
marginalisation.

The findings suggest that international legitimacy has become an
increasingly central dimension of contemporary geopolitical conflict. Legal
discourse, humanitarian narratives, diplomatic recognition, and international
public opinion now play a more influential role in shaping political perceptions and
strategic positioning within the international system.

However, the study also highlights the continued gap between legal
legitimacy and geopolitical power realities. Despite growing legal and diplomatic
pressure, major international actors continue to shape the practical limits of
international accountability through strategic alliances and geopolitical interests.

Accordingly, the future trajectory of the Palestinian question is likely to
depend not only on military developments, but also on the ability of regional and
international actors to transform symbolic legitimacy into sustainable political
and diplomatic influence within an evolving international order.
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9. CONCLUSION

Operation Al-Agsa Flood was a large-scale geopolitical event with regional and
international implications, highlighting vulnerabilities in deterrence frameworks.
Recognising these impacts can help policymakers understand the urgency of
adapting strategies amidst ongoing developments at the regional and global
levels, whether in diplomacy, law, security, or geopolitics.

The study also showed that the conflict has revived international interest in
the Palestinian question, as reflected in the multiplication of diplomatic
recognition efforts, the broadening of legal arguments debated in international
adjudicative fora, and the heightening of international discourse on humanitarian
law and political legitimacy. The regional level of the war heightened tensions in
evolving normalisation efforts, underscoring the vital role that non-state actors —
such as Hamas, Palestinian civil society groups, and regional militias— play in
moving states toward war or peace, and fuelling important discussions among
policymakers and analysts about the future balance of power in the region.
Further exploration of these actors' influence can enhance understanding of
conflict escalation and resolution strategies.

From a security standpoint, the results indicate that Operation Al-Agsa Flood
revealed vulnerabilities in deterrence frameworks. This highlights the importance
of adopting multifaceted security strategies that include political, psychological,
informational, and societal elements, encouraging policymakers and analysts to
feel empowered to develop more resilient approaches.

Additionally, the study demonstrated that the conflict's geopolitical
consequences unfolded against a backdrop of a slow multipolar transition and
increased geopolitical fragmentation. Additionally, the growing influence of new
powers, global legal institutions, and transnational public opinion underscores
the increasingly multifaceted nature of both current geopolitical phenomena and
conflict-resolution mechanisms.

In theory, this research builds on existing scholarship on deterrence theory
and Neo-Realist frameworks by demonstrating that regional militarised shocks
trigger trans- and inter-state reconfigurations of geopolitical alignment by
altering situated diplomatic and strategic interactions during periods of global-
scale systemic transition.

However, the study has several limitations. The nature of the conflict
changes too quickly for geopolitical developments to remain static. In contrast,
some military and some intelligence data remain politically controversial or hard
to evaluate. Moreover, it focused mainly on geopolitical and strategic aspects,
while not covering humanitarian, sociological, and economic effects in much
detail.

The durable impact of Operation Al-Agsa Flood on regional security
configurations, asymmetric warfare, and the transformation of deterrence, Arab-
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Israeli normalisation and prospects for the future, and international legal
institutions and the quest for geopolitical legitimacy in the Middle East: these and
much more are topics that cry out for engagement and policy development.

The study ultimately proposes to consider Operation Al-Agsa Flood not only
as another military operation in the space, but as an outgrowth of a series of
related ruptures that speak to a new set of geopolitical drivers fundamentally
changing the way ‘“Middle Eastern” states align politically, the nature of
international legitimacy, and the new balance of power within the broader
context of the contemporary region.
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