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Soylesi

Ali Osman KOCKUZU*
Ahmet ABDULLAH™

Ahmet Abdullah: Sayin hocam, dncelikle sahsi ve ilmi seriiveninizden kisaca
bahseder misiniz?

Ali Osman Kockuzu: Konya’da dogmusum. Ilkokulu bitirince Hafiz
Mektebi'ne gittim, hifzim1 tamamladiktan sonra Konya Imam Hatip Okulu'na
ikinci sene Ogrencisi olarak kayit oldum. 1959 yilinda Istanbul Yiiksek Islam
Enstitiisii'ne girdim. 1963 senesinde enstitii bitti. Yozgat Imam Hatip Okulu'na
meslek dersleri 6gretmeni olarak gonderildim. Yatili okudugumuz i¢in mecburi
hizmetli idik. 1966 senesinde, Konya Yiiksek Islam Enstitiisiine hadis asistanu
oldum. Rahmetli Profesor Muhammed Tayyib Oki¢ Bey’in asistani oldum. 1968
senesinde askere gittim, doniiste yine ayni enstitiide gorev aldim, enstitii fakiilte
oldu. Enstitiideki calismamizin diginda, Erzurum Islami ilimler Fakiiltesi'ne bagl
olarak doktora yaptim, 2004 senesinde de devlet emekliye ayirdu.

A. Abdullah: Hocam, hadis-siinnetin dogru anlasilmasi i¢in nasil bir
metodoloji/usul takip edilmeli?

A. O. Kockuzu: Hadisin daha genis manasiyla siinnetin dogru anlagilmas:
igin, bin kiisur yildir degisik cografyalarda, Islam alimlerinin, daha tatli bir deyisle
“Selefimizin” izledigi yol, sizin deyisle usul/metodoloji izlense dogru olur gibi gelir
bana. Bunun da oturmus 6lg¢iileri vardir. Her seyden dnce Arap dili ve edebiyatinin
cok giiclii sekilde Ogrenilmesi ilk sarttir. Miimkiin ise arastirmaci hafiz da
olmalidir. Hatta dini tahsilde bu husus ilk sartlardan biri kilinabilir. Artik Kur’an-1
Kerim'i iyi bilen, belirli teknikleri ¢ok iyi bilen, insafli, ahlakli, kalbi ve gozii agik bir
alim namzedini Allah basarili kilar. “Nasil bir metot” izlenmeli demege bile gerek
yoktur. Bunun diin evvelsi giin ve giintimiizde 6l¢iileri, usulleri ve miifredat: ¢ok
bellidir.

A. Abdullah: Hadislerin tespitinin problemli oldugu, uzun bir aradan sonra
yazildigi; Buhari’nin bile orijinal niishalarinin elimize ulasmadigi seklinde bir
sOylemle aslinda hadisin/siinnetin bir hitkmiiniin olmadig1 gibi bir iddia var. Bu
konuda neler sdylemek istersiniz?
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Boliimii Hadis Anabilim Dali Emekli Ogretim Uyesi.
= Ogr. Gor., Gaziantep Universitesi {lahiyat Fakiiltesi, ahmetabdullah79@hotmail.com.



Soylesi 404

A. O. Kockuzu: Dini iyi bilen, insafl1 ve akli basinda bir alim, sdylediklerinizi
soyleyemez. Uzun bir aradan sonra yazilis, eski niishalarin yoklugu, hadis ve
stinnetin hiikiimstizliigii gibi ol¢iiler, alar ve Islami ilimlerin arastirma ve O0gretme
sorumlulugunu bilen, Allah’tan korkan kisilerin ortaya atacagi bir ifade ve
pesinden gidilecek bir 6gretim ve irsad 6l¢tisii degildir.

Dini ilimlerde 6l¢ii olarak merkeze sadece “Allah ziilcelali” koydugunuzda,
goriintii ¢ok giizel olur ama problemler yigilir kalir. Bizim anlayamadigimiz husus,
Peygamberimizin dinimizde tek 6l¢ii, kaynak ve salahiyet sahibi olmasidir.

Degisik Islam cografyalarinda, muhtelif zamanlarda farkli s6zler edilmis ama
Sahabe, Tabilin ve Etba’ donemlerinin ilmi faaliyetleri dogru kavrandiginda,
immet alimlerinin yolunu agmis, aydinlatmis “Akillarini erdirmis” siipheleri izale
etmistir.

A. Abdullah: “Hadis sahihse benim mezhebim odur.” anlayisiyla yaygin bir
hadis okuma bigimi var. Bu konuda neler séylemek istersiniz?

A. O. Kogkuzu: Soylediginiz ciimlenin “Hadis okuma bi¢imi” oldugunu ben
bilmiyorum. Daha dogrusu “Okuma” deyimi ile kastedilenlerden haberdar
degilim. Soylediginiz 6l¢ii, Fukahdanin ve Muhaddislerin ¢alismalarinda geger. Ne
zaman sOylenir, bununla neler kastedilir bunlarin uzun izahlar1 gerekir. Ciplak bir
sekilde: “Ben bu konuda bir hadis buldum, benim meseleyi ¢0ziis tarzim, fikhi
kanaatim bu hadisin ihtiva ettikleridir.” gibi ¢ok dar olgiilii s1§ bir mana
bulunmamaktadir. Iyi bir fakih, iyi bir muhaddis, iyi bir miictehid, Selef'ten gelen
bu ol¢iiyii dogru anlar. Bu 6lcii igtithada mani degildir. Biitiin miictehidler, hadis
sabit olunca, calismalarini nasil siirdiireceklerini bilirler. Bir hadisin bulunmasi
sizin goriisliniiziin “kolayca temin edilivermesi” degildir. “Kim ne ictihad ederse
etsin, ben sahih hadisin ardindan giderim” anlamina gelmez. Zaten herkes sahih
hadisin ardindan gitmekle yiikiimliidiir. Islam Fikhi ve Islam Hadis Ilimleri bunu
amirdir. Onemli olan fikhimizda bu sozii kimler sOylemis, hangi anlamda
kullanmis bunun dogru olarak bilinmesi hususudur.

A. Abdullah: Ulkemizde hadis/siinnetle ilgili galismalarin seyrini nasil
buluyorsunuz? Bu konudaki diisiincelerinizi merak ediyoruz.

A. O. Kockuzu: Soziinii ettiginiz “seyri bilebilmek icin”, iilkedeki
hadisle/stinnetle ilgili ¢alismalart bilmek lazimdir. Bunlarin tamamini ben
bilmemekteyim. Sadece Imam Hatip okullarinin eski durumlari ile Tlahiyat
Fakiiltelerindeki 6gretimi biraz bilmekteyim. Ozel calismalar, 6gretim faaliyetleri
bence bilinmemektedir. Gonliim ister ki, ehliyetli kisiler, her ilcede, ilde, kasaba ve
koyde, tarihten gelen Olgiilere uygun hadis siinnet 6gretimi yapsin. Aileler,
Ogrenciler ve insamimiz, dinimizin kendisine yiikledigi bu tiir gorevlere ilgi
duysun, bunlar belirli Olgiilere kavusturulsun, gelismesi igin gereken alaka
esirgenmesin. Bugiin boyle bir gayret yok gibi gelmektedir bana.
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A. Abdullah: Giincel hadis tartismalarini nasil buluyorsunuz? Bu baglamda
bir hadisci olarak sizce neler yapilabilir?

A. O. Kockuzu: Televizyon tartismalarini izlemiyorum, daha dogrusu kimler
nerede konusuyor bilmemekteyim. Bu isi iyi bilen uzmanlarin konusmadig: gibi bir
bilgi de var bende. Ciinkii tamamen ihtisas isi olan bu konularin, millet 6niinde
konusulmasi bence mahzurludur. Ug bes hekimin bir araya gelip, bir beyin
ameliyatini, bir akciger ameliyati veya daha onemli ihtisas alanindaki bir konuyu,
televizyonda konustuklar1 goriilmez. Ciinkii faydasizdir. Dinleyenler o meseleyi
bilmezler. Yarim saatlik bir program da dinleyene bir sey vermez, sadece
bildiklerini bozar dagitir. Kald1 ki, sdylendigine gore, televizyondaki hadis/stinnet
tartismalarini yapanlarin, Islami ilimler mensubu olduklari da pek nadir olmakta
imis.

A. Abdullah: Hz. Peygamber’in siretini, hadis-siinneti anlamak i¢in nasil bir
okuma tavsiye ediyorsunuz?

A. O. Kockuzu: Yine “Okuma” sozii geldi. Sizin terminolojideki “okuma”
yerine, benim bildiklerimi arzla yetinelim: Cok miikemmel Tiirk¢e Arapga ve hatta
eski kitabi dinlerin dilini bilen ¢ok iyi yetismis kardeslerimiz olmali. Hafiz-1 Kur’an,
Siinneti ve Fikhi ¢ok iyi taniyan, Islam akaidini, kelamini, firkalar tarihini iyi bilen,
alcak goniillii teblig erlerine ihtiya¢ vardir. Bu ¢alismanin siras1 bellidir. Hatta
degisik Islam {ilkelerindeki, tarihi “Ogretme, 6grenme, teblig, irsad ve milleti
dinden haberdar etme.” teknikleri bile bellidir. Bizim sizin tabirle “okuyucu”muz
bunlar1 bilmeli ve edeple uygulamalidir. Hoca olan kendisinden ¢ok daha
miitkemmelini yetistirmek i¢in, Allah’tan gayret ve kuvvet istemeli, isi Rabbimizin
liitfuna baglamalidir.

A. Abdullah: Hocam yillarca talebe vyetistirdiniz. Meslek hayatinizda
yasadiginiz bize orneklik teskil edecek bir-iki hatiranizi paylasabilir misiniz?

A. O. Kogkuzu: Gaziantep’e, Imam Hatip Okulu dgrencisi iken ellili yillarda
bir haftaligimma bizi gotiirmiislerdi. Okula yardim dernekleri, iftiharla gecen
ogrencileri ve birka¢ hocamizi alip oraya gitmis, camilerde gorev yapmistr. Kim
bilir Allah nasip eder, tekrar bir Gaziantep’i goriiriiz, orada ytiiz ylize bu “bir-iki
hatira”y1 size arz ederiz. Allah’a emanet olunuz.
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Ali Osman KOCKUZU **
Ahmet ABDULLAH ***

Ahmet Abdullah: Dear professor, could you please tell us briefly about your
personal and scientific adventure?

Ali Osman Kog¢kuzu: I was born in Konya. When I finished primary school, I
went to Hafiz School. And after completing my education there, I enrolled at Konya
Imam-Hatip School as a second grade student. In 1959, I entered the Istanbul
Higher Islamic Institute and finished my education there in 1963. I started working
at Yozgat Imam-Hatip School teaching vocational courses, which was a compulsory
service as I was a boarder during my schooling. In 1966, 1 was appointed as a
hadith assistant at Konya Higher Islamic Institute. I was the assistant to Prof.
Muhammed Tayyip Oki¢. After completing my military service in 1968, I took
office at the same institute, which then turned into a faculty. In addition to the
studies at the institute, I did my doctorate at the Faculty of Islamic Sciences in
Erzurum, and I retired in 2004.

A. Abdullah: Dear professor, what methodology should be followed to
understand the hadiths and the sunnah correctly?

A. O. Kogkuzu: In my opinion, it would be right to follow the way, or the
methodology in your words, followed by the Islamic scholars, or “Salafism”, in
order to understand the hadiths or the sunnah in a broader sense, over thousands
of years throughout different lands. There are some well-established criteria for this
method. First of all, one must learn the Arabic language and literature very well. If
possible, the investigator must be a hafiz. This might be stipulated as one of the
basic conditions in religious education. After all these requirements are fulfilled,
Allah will make the scholar nominee, who knows the Qu’ran well, has knowledge
of certain techniques, is right-minded, moral, open-hearted and open-eyed. There is
no need to try to find a method to follow, as the criteria, methods, and curriculum
of understanding the hadiths and the sunnah correctly are well-established today.

A. Abdullah: There are some claims that the authentication of the hadiths is
problematic, they were written after a long break, even Muhammad al-Bukhari’s

*This paper is the English translation of the study titled "Soylesi" published in the 7-8"issue of
Tlahiyat Akademi. (Ali Osman Kogkuzu, Ahmet Abdullah, “Séylesi”, llahiyat Akademi, say1: 7-8, Aralik
2018, s. 403-406.) The paper in Turkish should be referred to for citations.
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original copies have not survived to the present day, and therefore the hadiths and
the sunnah are invalid. What would you like to say about this?

A. O. Kogkuzu: A right-minded scholar, who has good knowledge of Islam
cannot say these things. Claims that the hadiths were written after a long break, the
original copies have not survived, and the hadith and the sunnah are invalid,
cannot be claimed by people who have a fear of Allah and knowledge of the field
and the Islamic scholars’ responsibility to research and teach. These cannot be the
criteria of education and religious guidance.

When you put “Allah, the Lord of Majesty” at the center as the criterion in
religious sciences, the image will be very beautiful, but there will be a number of
problems. The point we cannot understand is that the Prophet is the only criterion,
source, and authority in Islam.

From time to time, various statements have been made in different Islamic
regions; however, comprehending the scholarly activities in the Sahabah, Tabi'un,
and Etba’ periods, the ummah has supported and illuminated the scholars and
eliminated their doubts.

A. Abdullah: There is a common way to read a hadith that relies on the
understanding, “If the hadith is true, my sect is it.” What would you like to say
about this?

A. O. Kockuzu: I do not know whether that is, “a way to read a hadith.” In
fact, I am not aware of what is implied with the word “read.” The criterion that you
have mentioned takes place in canonists and hadith scholars studies. When it was
said, and what was implied with it, requires long explanations. To put it simply,
saying, “I found a hadith about this issue and what it comprises of is my way of
sorting the issue out and my fighi opinion”, is such a narrow point of view. A good
fighi, a good hadith scholar, or a good mujtahid understands this criterion correctly
coming from Salaf. This criterion is not an obstacle to the jurisprudence. All
mujtahids know how to maintain their studies when the hadith is steady. The
presence of a hadith does not lead to “easily ensuring your opinion.” It does not
mean, “I will only follow the true hadith regardless of precedents.” It is already
everyone’s obligation to follow the true hadith, which is mandated by the Sciences
of Islamic Figh and Islamic Hadiths. What is important is to correctly know by
whom this was said, and in what sense it was used.

A. Abdullah: What do you think about the course of studies on the
hadiths/sunnah in Turkey? Your thoughts on this are very important to us.

A. O. Kogkuzu: I need to have knowledge about the studies on the
hadiths/sunnah in Turkey to be able “to know the course” you are talking about.
However, I do not know all about it. I only have a bit of knowledge of the former
state of the Imam-Hatip schools and the education at the Faculties of Divinity. In
my opinion, the private studies and educational activities are not known. I wish
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that the education about the hadiths and the sunnah would be given by qualified
people everywhere, and all families, all students, and all people would be
interested in such religious duties, the criteria for these duties would be
determined, and everything would be done for its development. I do not think
there is such an endeavor today.

A. Abdullah: What do you think about the current debates over the hadiths?
As a hadith scholar, what do you think can be done in this regard?

A. O. Kogkuzu: I do not watch the debates on TV, or more precisely, I do not
know who appears where and talks about this issue. I know that they are not
competent in this issue, though. Because I think it is unfavorable to talk about these
issues in the public eye as they fall within the area of expertise of the scholars. You
cannot see a number of doctors coming together and talking about a surgery or
another topic within their area of expertise on TV. It would be in vain as the
audience would not be knowledgeable with regard to that topic. A thirty-minute
program would not be useful for the audience, and they would just end up with a
confused mind. And it is generally said that those debating the hadiths/sunnah on
TV are mostly people who are not studying Islamic sciences.

A. Abdullah: According to this narrative, do you suggest reading to
understand the Prophet’s hadiths and sunnah?

A. O. Kockuzu: Here comes the word “reading” again. Let us proceed with
what I know about this topic instead of the word “read” in your terminology. We
need well-trained fellows speaking Turkish, Arabic, and the languages of the old
religions of the holy books. We need humble fellows who memorize the Qu'ran,
know the sunnah and figh very well, have knowledge of the Islamic rules, kalam,
and the history of the sects. The order in this study is evident. Even the techniques
of teaching and learning the history, communicating, guiding, and informing
people of the religion are evident. Our “reader” should know these and properly
implement them into his life. The teacher should want the grace of Allah to be
diligent and powerful to raise a scholar much more perfect than himself.

A. Abdullah: Dear professor, you have raised a lot of students for many
years. Could you share one or two of your memories in your professional life?

A. O. Kockuzu: We were taken to Gaziantep in the 1950s when we studied at
the Imam-Hatip School. The charity associations supporting the school took some
successful students and some of our teachers to serve at the mosques. I wish, if
Allah allows, one day I would see Gaziantep again and tell you about my “one or
two memories” there. May Allah bless you.
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