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Fikih tarihinde miizik dinlemek ile enstriman ¢almakla ilgili meseleler goriis ve delillendirme
bakimindan zengin olan ve ¢ok¢a degisip doniisen meselelerdendi. Temel soru ise miizigin aslen
miibah mi1 yoksa haram mi olduguydu. Aslen miibah oldugun kabul edildiginde miizigin baz: tiir-
lerini haram kilan deliller genel kuraldan istisna olma niteligi tasimaktadir. Miizigin aslen haram
oldugu Kabul edildiginde ise sark: soylemenin ve enstriimanlarin belirli ¢esitlerini miibah kilan
deliller bu genel kurallardan istisnadir. Meseleye katkida bulunacak i¢in farkli sorular da ortaya
¢tkmustir. Bu konu ile ilgili sahih olan deliller hangileridir? Dogru olan anlayis hangisidir? Goriigler-
den birinin tercih edilmesinde ¢evrenin, toplumun, orf ve zamann farklilismasinin etkisi nedir?
Onlart bir araya getirdigimizde miizik meselesine dair hiikiimlerin gegtigi belirli donemleri ve spesfik
ozellikleri gorebilmemize imkan veren ozel risaleler ve kitaplar var midir? Ulema tarafindan ¢ok
az aykilar: savunulan klasik asirlarda her donemin belirli bir 6zelliginin bulundugu bizim tarafimiz-
dan farkedilmigstir. Bir asirda modern yaklasim agir basarken, diger bir asirda miiteseddid fikhi
yaklagimin haram kilici doktrini agir basmugstir. Bagka bir asirda mutedil bir yaklasim sergilenirken
digerinde ise daha onceki tavirlarin ve goriislerin tekrar ele alindigr goriilmektedir vb. Bu arastirma
meseleye dair bu goriislerin ortaya konulmasinin yaminda, s6z konusu goriislerin ortaya ¢ikis sebe-
plerini, ortaya ¢iktigr donemleriyle ve daha onceki donemlerle olan iliskilerini ve daha sonraki
donemlere etkisini agiklamaya ¢alismaktadir.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Miizik, ¢alg: aletlerinin haram olmasi, sarki séylemenin helalligi, Gazzali,
Ibn Hazm.

Abstract

The issues related to listening and playing with music instruments in the history of figh are rich
of aspects of opinions and arguments. The basic question was whether the issue of music is originally
permissible or forbidden. According to the first opinion, the prohibiting evidence are for exceptional
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types of music, and for the second opinion, the evidence that allows certain models of singing and
musical instruments those are the exceptions. It has been noticed that there is a certain characteristic
of each era in the classical centuries, when very few exceptions have been advocated by Ulama. In
one century the Hadith approach dominated, while in the other century, the mystic approach or the
jurisprudential approach outweighed the other approach. In another era, a moderate approach is
observed, however strict approach is observed in another era. This research, in addition to revealing
these views on the issue, tries to analyze the reasons for the emergence of such views, their relations
with previous periods, and their influence on later periods.

Keywords: Music, musical instruments, forbidden music, permissible of singing, Gazzali, Ibn
Hazm.

Extended Summary

The discussions related to listening and playing musical instruments in the history of figh is
rich and the figh books are filled with opinions and arguments. The question has been debated
from the early ages of Islam. It was raised previously and it continues to be raised in many studies
and seminars. Although this topic might not seem to be one of the most important problems of
the Muslim community, past or present, however, the quantity of studies, the number of books
and articles written about it gives another indication; namely that it is one of the more important
issues.

If one were to survey the books that dealt with the issue of music, especially in the first seven
centuries, one finds that there were two approaches taken when responding to the question of
music. The first approach was that of ‘the People of Hadith. They dealt with the question in two
different ways. The first, which also came first in terms of chronology, presents all of the traditions
of the prophet which indicate the prohibition of music by defaming it and its players, showing
that they will not be among those who will be successful in the hereafter. The second method
reevaluates the authenticity of these traditions. This approach says that there is not a sound tra-
dition prohibiting music, which is contrary to the point of view of the first method of ‘the People
of Hadith’

The second approach is that of the Sufis. They came later, chronologically speaking, and they
dealt with the issue after ‘the People of Hadith, had already explained their positions. For this
reason, they did not deal much with traditions themselves. They preferred to deal with the phi-
losophy behind accepting or prohibition music. They tried to analyze the relationship between
beauty as an accepted value in Islam, and the issue of music, as a kind of beauty relating to the
ears. They tried to show the condition of the accepted value of beauty in Islam and to clarify that
prohibited beauty is not considered beautiful at all. They made sure to not classify in the latter
category.

In this study, we tried to analyze the reasons behind this wide disagreement between the
scholars of the same specialization. We suggest the ideological background especially of Sufism
and Hadith to be a reason behind that. Imam Gazali and his brother were good examples of the
people of Sufism, on the other hand Imam Ibn abi al-Dunya and Agurri were good examples of
the people of Hadith. Also, we suggest the time element had an impact in this disagreement. The
urf, maslaha, saddu-zarai, reality and the lifestyle of the people had an effect.

It was noticeable that both approaches were not a jurisprudential approach. Jurists dealt with
the issue of music in their encyclopedias in many chapters. However, it was not as deep and com-
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prehensive as what the other scholars did in the books of Sam’ “music”. One of the reasons for
this is that the issue itself is not one-dimensional, it relates to hadith, fikh, kalam, Islamic phi-
losophy and so on, so it is preferable to be studied in independent works from those various per-
spectives.

One of the results of the study is the fact that the most of the classical works about music in
the first Islamic ages was against the permissibility of music. However, in the periods that followed
the sounds that claim to permission were noticeable. Despite the fact that the scholars who said
that music is permissible are the least number of the scholars said it is prohibited in the classical
Islamic ages, they could respond on all evidences that prohibit music, and gave examples, evi-
dences and point of views that the other scholars neglect and gave a blind eye on them, for ex-
ample the work of Gazali stayed without any criticization or review till now. They are less in
quantity but they deeply qualified. In addition to that it was clearly noticeable that the sixth cen-
tury was the century of people who chose the permission of music as a fatwa for them. Al-Gazali,
his brother, Ibn Al-Qaysarini and Ibn Al-Arabi they chose that.

The work of Ibn Hazim, who passed away in the fifth century, is also worth mentioning.
Even though he tried to criticize the authenticity of some sound Hadith, his criticism itself was
later criticized. Scholars after him did not use his arguments. Even Gazali did not deal with the
issue from the vantage point of hadith at all. Whereas Imam ibn Arabi chose to deal with the in-
terpretation of hadith as opposed to its authenticity.

The only work which dealt with the issue of music, after the third century, supporting pro-
hibition, was the book of Abu al-Tayyib al-Tabari. He gave the first fatwa which was supported
with evidence prohibiting music. That implies that most scholars who authored books or letters
about music supported its permissibility. On the other hand, we notice in another study that after
the seventh century books were written supporting the prohibition of music. There are many
reasons for this, most of which we have mentioned in this study.
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