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and 53 %, however, other offenses, 25 % of these children are illiterate,
61 % primary school graduates and 14 %, however, high school gradu-
ates.

III. General Data on Two Small Settlement Areas within the
boundaries of the city of Istanbul (between October 23,
2001 - May 31, 2005) where the Gendarmerie is in charge

The Data presented are only the data related to two small rural areas
of Istanbul. It should be taken into consideration that Istanbul has an
official population of 14 millions, however, its unofficial population is
estimated to be between 16-18 millions and that the total populations of
the said two rural areas, of which we are presenting are less than
250.000.

There are about 100 remote areas like the aforementioned two small
areas in Istanbul and the data that we have presented with relation to
the said rural sections are the data on the children, against whom legal
procedures were conducted by the authorities. However, it is a known
reality that at least half of these events have not been reported into the
official authorities for various reasons.

Both the police statistics and Judicial statistics are far from being
sound, and figures that are determined reflects only half of the problem.
The data, given below, are the data that have been reflected in the offi-
cial records in the remote area.

1) The number of children, against whom legal procedures were con-
ducted, at the two remote areas during this period, is 1941. 609 of these
children between the ages of 0-11, 1037 between 12-15 and 295 between
16-18. 1352 of these children are male and 589, female. Their education-
al status is as follows: 138 of them at an age of pre-primary school; 90 has
never attended any school; 305 have deserted their primary school edu-
cation; primary school graduate: 650; secondary school graduate: 665,
and finally, high school graduate: 93. During the legal procedure against
these children, 1868 of them were living at their own houses, 36 in the
street and 37, however, at a social care institutions. 207 of these children
were drug-addicts. The places where these children were handed over to,
after relevant legal procedures are as follows: 1582 of them to their fam-
ilies; 148 to the social institutions and 211 to other security departments.

2) Characteristics of these children according to the accusations,
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made against them: accusations have been made against 264 children. 64
of them were between 0-11, 95 between 12-15 and remaining 105,
between 16-18. 90 of these children were female and other 174, were
male. As to their educational status: 30 of them at pre-primary school
age; 38 has never attended any schools; 52 have deserted their primary
school education; primary school graduate: 57; secondary school gradu-
ate: 62; high school graduate: 25. 259 of them were living in their homes,
2 in the street and 3, however, at social care institutions. 83 of these chil-
dren were drug-addict. The places where these children were handed
over to, after relevant legal procedures are as follows: 87 of them to their
families; 18 to social institutions and 159 to other security departments.

3) Rates children as victims of crime: 72 children have been the vic-
tims of crime. 16 of them were between 0-11; 23 between 12-15; and
remaining 33 between 15-18. 43 of these children were female and other
29 were male. As to their educational status: 8 of them at pre-primary
school age; 2 has never attended any school; 11 have deserted their pri-
mary school education; primary school graduate: 18; secondary school
graduate: 11 and finally, high school graduate: 25. During the conduct of
the relevant legal procedure against these children, 68 of them were liv-
ing at their homes, 2 in the street and 2 at social care institutions. 24 of
these children were drug-addict. The places where these children were
handed over to, after relevant legal procedures are as follows: 26 of them
to their families; 9 to the social institutions and 37 to other security
departments.

4) The children who deserted their families: 61 children have desert-
ed their families, 15 of them were between 0-11; 23 at 12-15; and remain-
ing 33 between 15-18. 27 of these children were female and other 34,
however, were male. As to their educational status: 7 of them had never
attended in a school; 23 have deserted their primary school education;
primary school graduate: 11; secondary school graduate: 17 and finally,
high school graduate: 3. During the conduct of relevant legal procedure
against these children, 47 of them were living at their homes, 1 in the
street and 13 at social care institutions. 26 of these children were drug-
addict. The places where these children were handed over to, after rele-
vant legal procedures, are as follows: 40 of them to their families; 20 to
the social institutions and 1 to the other security departments.

5) Rate and characteristics of the lost and found children: 177 chil-
dren have disappeared, but found later. 96 of them were between 0-11;
51 between 12-15; and remaining 29 between 15-18. 55 of these children
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were female and other 121, however, were male. As to their educational
status: 64 of them at an age of pre-primary school; 17 has never attend-
ed in a school; 13 have deserted their primary school education; primary
school graduate: 39; secondary school graduate: 38 and finally, high
school graduate: 6. During the conduct of the relevant legal procedure
against these children, 155 of them were living in their homes, 14 at the
street and 8, at social care institutions. 16 of these children were drug-
addict. The places where these children were handed over to, after rele-
vant legal procedures, are as follows: 148 of them to their families; 27 to
social institutions and 2 to the other security departments.

6) Rate and characteristics of the children, who have been witnessed
an offence: 4 children have witnessed a crime. 2 of them between 0-11
and 2 between 12-15. Additionally, 3 of these children were female and
other one, however, was male. As to their educational status: 1 has
deserted his/her primary school education; primary school graduate: 1
secondary school graduate: 1 and finally, high school graduate:1. During
the conduct of the relevant legal procedure against these children, all of
them were living at their houses. No drug-addict was determined among
these children. The places where these children were handed over to,
after relevant legal procedures, are as follows: 2 of them to their families;
and 2 to the other security departments.

7) Rate and characteristics of the children, who are in need of help
and protection: It has been determined that 393 children were in need of
help and protection. 117 of them were between 0-11; 209 between 12-15:
and remaining 67 between 15-18. Furthermore, 204 of these children
were female and other 189, however, were male. As to their educational
status: 26 of them at an age of pre-primary school; 19 have never attend-
ed any school; 52 have deserted their primary school education; primary
school graduate: 131; secondary school graduate: 132 and finally, high
school graduate: 33. During the conduct of the relevant legal procedure
against these children, 365 of them were living at their homes, 52 in the
street and 10, at social care institutions. 51 of these children were drug-
addict. The places where these children were handed over to, after rele-
vant legal procedures, are as follows: 331 of them to their families; 52 to
the social institutions and 10 to the other security departments.

8) Rate and characteristics of the children, who have not attended
any school: It has been determined that 207 children have not attended
any school. 64 of them were between 0-11; 142 between 12-15; and
remaining 2 between 15-18. Furthermore, 135 of these children were
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female and other 72, however, were male. As to their educational status:
2 of them have never attended in a school; 131 have deserted their pri-
mary school education; primary school graduate: 44; and secondary
school graduate: 30. During the conduct of the relevant legal procedure
against these children, all of them were living at their houses. There was
no drug-addict among these children. All of these children were handed
over to their families after the conduct of relevant legal procedures.

9) Rate and characteristics of the children, who are employed illegal-
ly at a young age: It was determined that 763 children were employed
illegally at early ages. 235 of them were between 0-11; 486 between 12-
15; and remaining 42 between 15-18. Furthermore, 32 of these children
were female and other 732, however, were male. As to their educational
status: 10 of them at an age of pre-primary school; 5 have never attend-
ed a school: 22 have deserted their primary school education; primary
school graduate: 349; secondary school graduate: 363 and finally, high
school graduate: 14. During the conduct of the relevant legal procedure
against these children, all of them were living at their houses. 7 of these
children were drug-addicts. The places where these children were hand-
ed over to, after relevant legal procedures, are as follows: 741 of them to
their families; and remaining, 22 to the relevant social care institutions.

IV. Some Special Data of an approximate period of 4 years
Related to Only one of the Two Small Rural Settlement
Areas within the boundaries of the city of Istanbul where
the Gendarmerie is in charge (October 23, 2001 - May 31, 2005)

If we indicate the data with regard to the children, against whom offi-
cial legal procedures were filed, in a period less than 4 years only at one
of these two rural settlement areas of Istanbul: The Number of the chil-
dren which disappeared: 11. Harmful substance —addict children:
Number of drug-addict children: 18, smoking children: 136, alcoholic
children: 3. The number of accused children: 182 for theft; 13 for injury
to the person by knife; and 3 for injury to the person by firearm; 12 for
willful beating of the person; 1 for manslaughter; 7 for the trade of ille-
gal substances; 6 for unlicensed driving; 1 for acting contrary to the law
on firearms; 3 for acting contrary to the passport law; 2 for demonstra-
tion and displaying an unauthorized poster for a criminal organization;
9 for plundering; 2 for girl abduction; 1 for selling smuggled cigarettes; 4
for willful injury to the of the other; 1 for selling CD without legal ban-
derole; 1 for growing hashish; 1 for anal rape by force; Children that are
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victims of an offense: 21 of sexual abuse, 6 of physical abuse, 7 of abduc-
tion by force,

V. Socio-Demographic and Other Significant Characteristics
of the Data of 4 Years of the Official Records in Both
Rural Areas4

If we focus our attention on an important detail here, a great majori-
ty of the children are the perpetrators of the crime and most of the, vic-
tims, are adults.

The educational levels of the children are fairly low.

The state of the girls from the aspect of being the victims of a crime,
non-attendance in a school and being in need of help and protection are
more negative in comparison with those of boys.

Only just a few of the children of rich families prefer the street espe-
cially as a result of using narcotic substances or committing crimes, the
great proportion of the street children mostly come from the families,
who have bad financial standing.

The rate of the harmful substance addiction and crimes against the
property and persons, remains high. Apart from a low proportion who
have either just witnessed or did not go to school at all, it is seen that the
harmful substance addiction is present almost among the children of any
status.

Among the children that were brought to the Gendarmerie Child
Center at both rural areas: 62 % of them were male and remaining, 38 %,
however, female,

A great proportion of these children were between ages of 12-15. The
figure that shows a sharp decline at the age of 16 and also decreases at
the ages of 17 and 18. Since there are no sound data, it has not been pos-
sible to determine the fate of the children at this group. It is estimated
that a considerable proportion moved into the city center and lived there,
either on their own or with a group of friends or within a group of crimi-
nals.

4 The data that are related to the incidences, determined by the police, have been
assessed by taken advantage of various media organizations. In return to this, the
data, related to the activities of the Gendarmerie, are only related to two small rural
areas and they have been the data, taken directly,
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The regions from which the families of these children have migrated
to Istanbul: 28 % of the families come were migrated to Istanbul from the
Black Sea Region, 24 % from the Eastern Anatolian Region and 12 %
from the Marmara Region.

Another point that attracts attention is that among the children who
committed no migration from the Aegean Region to the rural areas of
Istanbul is seen.

Another interesting point in this respect is that although there is
more excessive migration from the South-Eastern Region of Anatolia to
Istanbul, these families settle at the city center and their children prefer
the streets at the city center.

The proportions of the crimes, alleged to have been committed by
these children, are as follows: 65 % theft, 12 % injury to the person and
remaining percent other crimes,

A great proportion of the children i.e. 44 % are the primary education
students and 14 % have never attended any school. These proportions are
very serious and provoking,

56 % of these children live at the street or covered locations. These
children whose employment or work is legally prohibited. They are made
to work by their families or by the criminal organizations. The average
daily working time is intensified between 9-12 hours and shows a serious
misuses of child labor. The working conditions are very inconvenient and
cannot be compared with the conditions in the Western countries.

22 % of the children, who were brought into these two centers of the
Gendarmerie, revealed that the family violence was present in their fam-
ilies, and 19 % however, confessed that they have been personally subject
to physical violence within their own families.

It is determined that 34 % of these children have deserted their hous-
es at least once, and that 55 % of these children, who deserted their hous-
es, tried this again. Economical reasons play an important role in the
desertion of their houses, but the primary cause of this desertion is the
problems in the family.

Research related to the fact as to where the children, who deserted
their houses, live after their desertion, indicates that 52 % of these chil-
dren live in the street. The remaining 48 %, however, are estimated to
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live in the common locations that are provided by the criminal organiza-
tions, social care institutions at the end of the interventions of the offi-
cial authorities, and a small proportion of them, however, live with rela-
tives and friends and some have fallen into the hands of the organ mafia.

When the police and gendarmerie areas are are taken into consider-
ation jointly as it is done in the news, it is indicated that there is an
approximate number of 35.000 street children in Istanbul. It was esti-
mated that 20.000-25.000 of them are harmful substance or drug addicts,
and substantial majority of the same group is used by the terror and eco-
nomical crime organizations. Although the figures are based on estima-
tion, the deviation shares in the figures and various numbers of bag or
purse-snatching events, experienced for the last 3 years and most of the
time, ended up with death or injury, show that the problem of the street
children at the city of Istanbul have already reached a frightening
dimension. The point that we especially wish to indicate herein is that
only some of the purse-snatching incidences that are reflected the media
are carried out by children; the other part is realized by adults.

Children have generally commit crimes the same as adults, more
than once, and pick up the woman as their victims at great proportions
for the offenses such as theft and plundering®.

A great proportion of the children, dealt by the police, was those, who
are employed by force at an early age or dragged into the prostitution®.
Therefore, they either use forged identities or grow their age by a court
decision.

Theft is committed by the children at the city center and intervened
by the police is an important proportion, the plundering, snatching,
injury to the person and fighting offenses are much higher in comparison
with the rural areas. Theft committed at the city center mostly by the
less than 12 year-old girls, validates the determinations indicating that
the organized criminal organizations use these children because the
criminal capacity age is 12.

5 See the National Daily, Sabah of February 26, 2005, p.20 for detailed information.

6 The number of children, who become subject to sexual abuse and forcefully employed
at young age, is at a high rate in Turkey in general, According to a statement, it has
been determined that an approximate number of 5000 children have been subject to
sexual abuse and 85 % of these children were girls. (See the Daily, Sabah, of July 16,
2004, p.4) See the National Daily, Sabah, of July 28, 2004, p.4 for detailed data of the
crimes, committed by the children,
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VI. Important Causes of the Street Children Problem

The most in fluencial factor is the economical cause. The level of edu-
cation also reveals itself as an important problem as well. However, the
children with good economic standing, but poor education, desert their
family and take refuge in the street much rarely. Thus the education
must be given necessary importance. However, the main point that must
be paid attention to are the economic problems that show structural dif-
ferences with the street children in the Western countries.

Likewise, the children are hired from the families and taken to
Istanbul. It is determined that an amount of 150-200 dollars are paid to
the family per child”.

These children are sheltered by the economic crime organization in
specific areas of Istanbul and provided training for committing various
crimes besides terror according to their abilities®. As a matter of fact, the
number of children, gathered within these organizations is pretty exces-
sive and they are organized after having gone through a tough training
process in the terror organizations. For instance, it was determined that
30 different gangs were born from a criminal organization that collapsed
with the intervention of the police in Istanbul®. Such that when a child,
who is a member of these groups, is caught up, one or more attorneys
arrive in the scene of event in a considerably short period.

Migration is effected as a result of economical problems, blood feud,
terror and good living opportunity are the most important reasons in this
respect.

A large nuber of the families with poor economic conditions force their
children who are below the age of criminal responsibility, to bring them
moneyl0, Researches show that a number of children are pushed into the
street by their own families and become a drug addict by the pressure of
their friends1l,

The problems in the family are a very important factor for pushing
the children into the street and making them commit crime.

7  See Hiirriyet, National Daily-Pazar (Sunday) Supplement of March 13, 2005, p.9.

8  See Hiirriyet, National Daily-Pazar (Sunday) Supplement of November 28, 2004, p.17.
9  See Hiirriyet, National Daily-Pazar (Sunday) Supplement of March 13, 2005, p.9.

10 See Hiirriyet, National Daily-Pazar (Sunday) Supplement of February 14, 2005, p. 18.
11 See Hiirriyet, National Daily-Human Resources Supplement of March 13, 2005, p.3.
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On the other hand, the educational status is an important factor as
well in this respect.

Taking shelter, prevention from cold and food problem pushes the
child and sometimes his family too to deal with narcotics and prostitu-
tion.

Breaking up of large family structure because of the technological
developments and intense population at the city diminish the social con-
trol mechanisms12,

Since the majority of the children are released without doing any-
thing to them after the first intervention of the police and gendarmerie,
they become more professional from day to day and commit crimes and
making their living out of crime in the street.

On the other hand, the low number of police serving in Istanbul is
another reason for this problem13,

The loop holes in the law on children and other legal insufficiencies
of the measures applicable to children, encourage those, who want to use
these children.

VII. Activities, Carried Out by the Police and the Gendarmerie

A “Children Branch” is established in the Police Directorate of
Istanbul and the policemen working at this section especially work for
the rehabilitation of the street children and try to bring them back into
the society as law-abiding citizens. Those children, who are drug- or
other harmful substance-addicts are treated in health units and the oth-
ers, who have no place to shelter, are provided necessary shelters by the
help of the Social Services Department as well as by the Child Protection
Institution14. The number of children, who are provided help with
remains low in comparison with the number of the current street chil-
dren, however, the works done seem to be important.

Currently, important points of the city of Istanbul is monitored and
checked from a single center by a new system, which was set up by the
Police and is called MOBESE15, A great part of the city is monitored by

12 gep Hirriyet, National Daily-Pazar (Sunday) Supplement of February 13, 2005; p.10.
13 See Hiirriyet, National Daily-Pazar (Sunday) Supplement of March 13, 2005, p.8.

14 See Sabah, National Daily-Aktiiel Pazar (Sunday) Supplement of July 11, 2004, p.13.
15 See Hiirriyet, National Daily-Human Resources Supplement of March 13, 2005, p.3.
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cameras for 24 hours of the day for purse snatching. This provides oppor-
tunity to intervene to such events immediately and then, make it easy to
catch the perpetrators and help the victims accordingly.

The police, social service authorities and gendarmerie try to solve the
problem by providing shelter to the offenders. It is observed that both
organizations are successful to some extent.

Private security units control specific shopping centers and collabo-
rate with the police to this end.

VIII. Conclusion

Both the child and family members must be provided with maximum
education opportunities.

Necessary works have to be done to solve the economical problems
and alternative must be developed to prevent migration.

Serious intervention has to be made against any sexual and physical
abuse against children. All official institutions in this connection have to
be inspected seriously by taking the increase in sexual and physical
abuse against the children into consideration especially at the official
dormitories or social care institutions, and in case of the persistence of
violations in this directions, necessary measures have to be put into
force.

Necessary struggle has to be made against the use of the child labor
and deterrent measures in the law must put into practice. In this context,
the insufficiencies related to the protection of the children in the penal
law norms have to be completed and more importantly, they have to be
put in force fully and completely.

Necessary serious struggle must be made with the organized eriminal
organizations. In addition to the terror and narcotics fields, the use of
children in prostitutions, economic crimes and other fields that are in
violation with the law has to be prevented.

Besides the social care units the foster family system must be used
effectively by thoroughly inspecting them.

It is not realistic to expect only the police and gendarmerie to solve
the problem. In addition to the other official institutions of the govern-
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ment, non-governmental organizations should also provide help to solve
the problem,

Family advice centers, organizations and systems of the support of
the family and sound planning of the population increase will contribute
to the solution of the problem.

It will not be realistic to expect the solution only from the provisions
of the penal law or other legal norms. The law and especially criminal
law may function here only to a limited extent. However, this function
should be taken into consideration as a final remedy as well as a com-
plementary-supporting function.

An educational program that will help the children to keep away from
the street has to be provided to the children especially by taking advan-
tage of the educational institutions, media, child centers and other
means in this context without making any discrimination among the
children, who have committed a crime and who are victims of a crime or
who have not committed a crime and this has to be supported by other
alternatives.

After the providing of services for the street children, a street child is
not followed up in his/her daily life and paid no attention unless he/she
is involved in a new crime. Whereas it is necessary to follow up the situ-
ations of these children at specific intervals.

Special importance has to be given for the rehabilitation of the chil-
dren at prisons, and the “diversion” system, currently available at the
Western countries, should be put into practice in the near future.

Whether blood feud or other modes of crimes necessary efforts are not
made for the determination of the organizers behind the scene that use
the children in criminal offences. This erroneous practice must be
changed and the individuals or groups using the children must be prose-
cuted,

Whether the modes of the street children acts are individual, or as an
accomplice or within an organized crime group, it should be paid atten-
tion to the fact that the problem is not only legal. Therefore, all other
social and technical opportunities should be taken advantage of besides
the instrument of law. Undoubtedly, first of all a serious child policy
must be formed up and in my opinion, it is inevitable for all countries to
carry out a joint effort at this point.



